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. ADDR:ESS 
. To- the Constitutional ConuPntio.,. o{--tf.e, Stat~-· of Ohio, 

7!~t9 as8t11&bled. .· 
. GERTLEMEN. :...._ .· ' .· .. 

.;, · . 

In behalf or the Colored Men of Ohio, in General .Gonveo• · 
.. tion assembled, the undersign~d .haye been np_pointed· l~ :pr~nt .to · -

. . . ' .. ~~- ·. ·. . ·-. .. ~ .. . '. ':. . ' - . ~ :'"' .. · .. 

you, a law thing$ .relating to tho ir~ter-est oftbe Golo'a-~d - Afen<ofJhi:s ·. -· 
State, and particularly in. regard . to nmea~ding -tne preset}tConstitu- . 

. tion, by stricking out t.he word u white 't' in· the foutt~r~ f.lrti~e~ 6r~t~: ..... 
'section, thereby permitting cOlored ' men to e~ercise fhe ' -E'te'&i~ \ie . •' ,. ~ . 
Fl:ailchise, .with- the sa(lle restrictioos.c:mly, wh,icb are irapos~d Ul>O~ 
you. ~ .;: .. ' 

" Hear. >us .for o.ur: cause/'- · ·_.·· .·· \ ·. 
. . · .· .- . . . ... '. · . - ' .• 



~ .. A ... 
ions, why is it that the universal conseie.nee $pprQv• '' tHe- deedt 
When Americans are rescued 'fl'otn the Algerines, . why .Js h ·. that·. 
the notion unites in the prais-e of those J:escuiug tbemf Wb'e:h•. the· ... 
Autoc1·at of :Russia lifts · up with his own; hand, the thousand serf$ ~n ' .· · 
his domi,nions, on ·.to ~ 'hat r corl'stru9ted.platrornl of ~qu,U-ty,)v~·y i!: .. 
that th~rc i.s an acclaim in ftlvor oft he act. se>far, around·tbe ,:jrldr' 

. . .. .. ... ·' . . . . . . .. · . -~. ; ' ... ; . . :· . .. · ... · 

-And why .is -it tht·owriin .the ac'ale ofjusiice, to . wiiigb : agi~al_.d}e. 
oft · l'&~_aled teri'ors of QiS :vi nd icti Veh~ss1 Js il not \lecau'se th~: U!li• 

· vers~l conscience affi1·m$ this principle 'to bejust, a9d the: ~nly<'pri'tl· 
ci ple to be exeJ·cisedJ)etween man. a,nd man? • _ · . · ~ ·~ .. 

. Ou,r fathers of th·~ rev6lutit)n . t·ecognized this ·p:rfrtciple 
birth day of this nation; and pr9Cll1;ime~"all men"'...,..n · .. 
men- bufuALL meDBl'C ~rea ted equal, .· endowed by their \Jir~tt..tOt 

;_, "l: .. ' ' . . . ·.·. . 

with-certain inal~enable 1·ights~ among \vhicb l,ll'~ life, . · hOC .. ,. ,., ... 

the pur~uit of -happiness.'' .· To secti1~e these r . 
·· ennents were iustlt\lted al11·oDg : men, . 'Jeiivi~g: theif ~iis·tt ''iti'6~~ei••7 
. f1·om the conse~t of the g()f~rned, "-They H.ere:-,, .. 8 r.n :'rioun•et~Ut. 

important pdnciples: . f:irsr;' . . v·~· ~. rlliJ) .. tle'rJt.$ 
the t1roteption of: ~~e ~~H~:hts 
'men spoken of: ·· And/ . s ·ec<>tldl.· ····"' ..... _,_ .... 
. prqte_ctthe right$ of n . . 
. Cat·olin a:': and · ·Yirgini~ ~I'~ ·· .· ·,, itrlli~Oo!nrll~Of'tC~t;>~~ndl'[:j;t'fio~ 
. claimingJhEi ll()!\Ol' -6( ·.· ... · ....... ·: :n'lt!lKtrtntt $11) C..J1 ' 8.:tde'cla~""··=.;;,.""' 
ance,with I · · 



It is also contrary · to 'the governmental princi ptetfadopted . .,racti .. 
eall y in the law ·of nations, namely,,tbllt . those .born in a. ·eouut.ty . 
are .mem~~s ..,r the body polit,ic, ota at riving at ·the· req~iaije "'~p •. 
and .on fuffiHing the equal cond:itio.nt!! imp~ed upon alJ~ · .. · .. $o. tb~t~- ·. 

~LCCid~ntal circt.tmS1tanf;e, iike the .tplQr of the bait ~r- the ahope o..t. 
the nose~ has any po~er in -~arere'-~cf) to:.tbelf. ri"bt~. · · · .. ~ ... ··· ·. •. :. · .. · · .. · · ..•. · 

Gentlemen: We have been ia~ight .\)yyou to . beli:~ve, tbit '·tne ··· 
..... ·UnHed States' Constituiion lit · · ·law :orttie l 'Thit 

. " •·. . I, •· • . 

fifth clause lst sectio1t, Article second, te(~oanu:es . 
•.. . , ',' . ' ' : ' ·. ·' . ' ·- ' .• , .. ' . ' ' ' 

natut·al birth gives· ci.tizen'$lii'p, oth~r_\Vis~, . . ' ' 
sense in 'the; nalurafi~adon ·.· · la~s~ ~ · T~~ 'of· :_~s·, . tnlare·r1>re~ ··:·wJJID 
we.re born in the United State~, and. reside inObto · ~·· ~·r· e ' elitiJ··~r:(lt 
Ohio~ lf c!tize~s o{ tbis State, , e~titled, . by tht} · · ..... ''•'Sltate~V 
Constitution~ 'to all the tights -and 'iiJlmu'nl(ies ~ C:iti · 
.eral _States._. ·. The.elective Jrnncbi~ .~r :• ·n·tQillt ·tJnese· 
. imml;Jnhies, WQ . ~espec~ful!y. urge · · 

S.ays ChaneeU;o.r K~llt [VoJ~ 'lt .•pi · ·. · 
our Constituti.ori/Andlaws, ._moan .. · .- ;~:kA.1~;, .. ,1r\t,.t t:.:h~:lr\' :<.·,:y..rv,fit:t~n~·QI'\I'!i:& ·<: · 

United. ~Stat~s, 'c,i, n~i~ra.ti~ed .· u' .· DOC:!f Jltt~·; l~.lWS• .,,)()IC '~19 
' .. . . . . : . ' ; .. : " .' ' i . : · • ~ . . 

. slave, born Jn tbe Unit~d ' ~lllLt~~~- Ptkll~~~t~l)UtJ"'g. 
fully discb~i;ged -''· onl DQtlUL\JitC:-,:1 
the United Sta~~ 

to 

· .... ,, 

.f. 
·!l ·. ' 



they tihould enjoy that ble~sing of government, the twin brot.he.r of 
__ taxationJ I}amely, · represe.ntatioJ). ;1\ecordingly, in New .: .York, 
from li'77 to 1821, c·otored men. we~e represented equ.llllY •itb· --
others. . . 

t:.'t .-.' ' . . .. ;. ·, . ; . . ~ . . . 

· That col0red men nJ·e c~tizeus, is attested by the facttha.t inl-1~ 
._.;'15 colot·ed men wt\fe dl;afted,irt .<~omrnonwith othe;~ for the· Wit>~ 
Jn September 1814: Genel·~t~Andrew Jad~sonis$~6d :, bis p·r~l~~a~· ·_ . 
.tion to the fJ'ee colored inhabi'tt\nts of Louisiana, a:1id told~ th~m, T 

.t hnt ''flrroug h a 111.ista~qn p;?iey they hfict bEh'etofo.re • been: ~·eP,t~v,~a - _ 
.. - of a participation lll . ~he gi otiqlis $ttuggle: .(rir nat'i,on_eJ ri'gh\~; hf . 

' which OUJ' count 1-:y \vas engng(:!df'' arid --tQ\d ··th~nftn.~tth\8 ~bphJd- DAi -
Ionge a· exist."_. He appealed: to them a~ : u·~ons _. p[, l'"reedorn;''--~ -

· "Amer,ic;aps/'-'-"asfatherst htlsbtmds; ~rid br.o~bC.rs,:'t .t() -_-- e&Hs~.,-.:ill ' , ... _- •-.
~b~lf.i)'f aU the'y he-trl, fiea' t~> Sp~a}ting io_ 'them ··of-thi$ lan4Lti~ ' . 
says,-'-~~Your country;"and. of the whiie13,~uY.oti-r .whiti . . -

. citizens~" and •'cotlptl·y~en~_'' ; ~,Abd wh,~lil · iof.tec~~qef foll·~~ing1 .·_ -

addressedth~ free .':people of colo,r! c6ngrat~lt~ting., theni: ~p,~n·:: · 
success of thei1• iu:n1s -He said ... ;...H()ur br - - - - -- · · · .,_ ·· 

.· . :. ·: , ·:·: ., .. . . :: .. . ~ . . .. · 1.' . ·. . '. : . ' ',..· 

as to <::~;tlo1·,] are t!ilit~d, tt'nd all · co~l_tentiqxi n_·:ascetlseo a.·rnona•i: tble'rill~i 

.~:~~oti~i~" is, IV~o' $11~1! · · the>· 
· gover-n~enh - such ct1,1y ~s: - fi~~e •c_• nu~ens -::. 1~a~r ~n 
. wbethel·lt ~$ .1•.ight ,ttJdisfraucqt.·s e.a •. crtl;um. : . ana - J .irr sc).~ :>\i1'M'tEr.:;jg:;'l[H8 

::~~tf:~iDW .}t~ii 1~ · . 
. ' . .., . . 

· . , .. La._~'! of th~,>ta1nd,~..;;nr9iltJ.):~t~:~es·' ·•· - QJbtl."Si\ittnio~tlf. 






