
IN F O R M A T IO N  T O  USERS

This dissertation was produced from a microfilm copy of the original document. 
While the most advanced technological means to photograph and reproduce this 
document have been used, the quality is heavily dependent upon the quality of 
the original submitted.

The following explanation o f techniques is provided to help you understand 
markings or patterns which may appear on this reproduction.

1. The sign or "target" for pages apparently lacking from  the document 
photographed is "Missing Page(s)". If it was possible to obtain the 
missing page(s) or section, they are spliced into the film  along with  
adjacent pages. This may have necessitated cutting thru an image and 
duplicating adjacent pages to insure you complete continuity.

2. When an image on the film  is obliterated with a large round black 
mark, it is an indication that the photographer suspected that the 
copy may have moved during exposure and thus cause a blurred 
image. You will find a good image of the page in the adjacent frame.

3. When a map, drawing or chart, etc., was part of the material being 
photographed the photographer followed a definite method in 
"sectioning" the material. It  is customary to  begin photoing at the 
upper left hand corner of a large sheet and to continue photoing from  
left to right in equal sections with a small overlap. If  necessary, 
sectioning is continued again — beginning below the first row and 
continuing on until complete.

4. The majority of users indicate that the textual content is of greatest 
value, however, a somewhat higher quality reproduction could be 
made from "photographs" if essential to the understanding of the 
dissertation. Silver prints of "photographs" may be ordered at 
additional charge by writing the Order Department, giving the catalog 
number, title, author and specific pages you wish reproduced.

University Microfilms
300 North Z eeb  R oad
Ann A rbor, M ichigan 48106

A Xerox E ducation  C om pany

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



MASTERS THESIS M-3988
CURTIS, Phillip Houston 
TUCKER PORCELAIN 1826-1838: A RE-APPRAISAL.
University of Delaware, M.A., 1972 
Fine Arts

University Microfilms, A XEROX Company, Ann Arbor, Michigan

0  1972
PHILLIP HOUSTON CURTIS

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TUCKER PORCELAIN 1826-1838:  

A RE-APPRAISAL

by

P h i l l i p  H. C u r t i s

A t h e s i s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Delaware  i n  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  the  
d e g r e e  o f  M a s t e r  o f  A r t s  i n  E a r l y  American C u l t u r e .

J u n e ,  1972

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Approved:

Approved :

Approved :

P r o f e s s o r  i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e s i s  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
A d v i s o ry  Commit tee .

C o - o r d i p ^ t o r  o f  t h e  W i n t e r t h u r  Program

Dean o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  Gra&Mtfte S t u d i e s

Reproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



PLEASE NOTE:

Some pages may have 

i n d i s t i n c t  p r i n t .

F i lmed as re ce ived .

U n i v e r s i t y  M i c r o f i l m s ,  A Xerox Educat ion Company

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I n  the  h i s t o r y  o f  American c e r a m i c s ,  few m a n u f a c t o r i e s  p r o v id e  

as  many p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  and s t u d y  a s  does  t h e  Tucker  p o r ­

c e l a i n  f a c t o r y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  The com ple te  f a c t o r y  p a p e r s  i n c l u d e  

a c c o u n t  books ,  formula  and p r i c e  books ,  day bo o k s ,  p a t t e r n  books ,  

l e t t e r  books ,  and l i n e  d r a w i n g s .  These Tucker  f a m i ly  and f a c t o r y  

p a p e r s ,  p r e s e n t e d  to  the  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t  i n  1951,  by a 

Tucker  d e s c e n d a n t ,  p r o v i d e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p r im a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  

a r e - e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the  Tucker  f a c t o r y .  A r e - e v a l u a t i o n  

t h a t  has  p ro v id e d  new i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and h i s t o r i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .

I n  my p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  r e - e v a l u a t i o n ,  I  am p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n d e b t e d  

t o  t h e  l a t e  Edwin A t l e e  B a rb e r  whose 1893 e d i t i o n  o f  P o t t e r y  and P o r ­

c e l a i n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f u r n i s h e d  th e  n e c e s s a r y  background c o n ­

c e r n i n g  the  Tucker  f a c t o r y .

W i thou t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' Museum o f  A r t  and 

Raymond Shepherd ( h i s  t h e s i s  would have  been i m p o s s i b l e .  The P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  Museum ex tended  e v e r y  p e r s o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u r t e s y  t o  me 

i n  a l l o w i n g  a c c e s s  t o  b o t h  t h e i r  e x t e n s i v e  m a n u s c r i p t  c o l l e c t i o n s  and 

t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .  I  am a l s o  i n d e b t e d  

t o  t h e  American Wedgwood Seminar  f o r  t h e i r  encouragem en t  and s c h o l a r -

i

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



i i

s h i p  a s s i s t a n c e .

In  a d d i t i o n  I  would l i k e  t o  t h an k  the  s t a f f s  o f  the  H i s t o r i c a l  

S o c i e t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  t h e  West  C h e s t e r  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  C i t y  

A r c h iv e s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  L i b r a r y ,  

t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  t h e  Henry F r a n c i s  du P on t  W i n t e r t h u r  Museum, and the  

l i b r a r y  o f  t h e  E l e u t h e r i a n  M i l l s - H a g l e y  F o u n d a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Mrs.  

C a r o l  Ha l lm an .  I  e x p r e s s  th a n k s  t o  two o f  my " f e l l o w "  c l a s s m a t e s ,  

K a t h l e e n  C a t a l a n o  and Linda  Baumgart en ,  f o r  t h i n k i n g  o f  me and my 

t h e s i s  w h i l e  immersed i n  t h e i r  own. My t h a n k s  a l s o  go t o  my t y p i s t ,  

Mrs.  E l i n o r  H i n e s ,  f o r  h e r  d i l i g e n c e  and th e  a b i l i t y  t o  d e c i p h e r  my 

q u e s t i o n a b l e  p r o s e .

I  am p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n d e b t e d  t o  Dwight  Lanmon, my a d v i s e r ,  n o t  

o n l y  f o r  h i s  e x c e l l e n t  c r i t i c i s m  and encouragem en t  b u t  a l s o  f o r  h i s  

f r i e n d s h i p  and s e n s e  o f  humor.

F i n a l l y ,  t o  my w i f e ,  M a r t h a ,  my d e e p e s t  t h a n k s  and a f f e c t i o n  

f o r  h e r  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s .  Her  p a t i e n c e  w i t h  me 

and t h e  T u c k e r s  was no sm a l l  f e a t .

Reproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS i

CHAPTER
I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  1

I I .  H i s t o r y  o f  the  F i rm  9
I I I .  M a t e r i a l s  and Formulae 30

IV. O r g a n i z a t i o n  and O p e r a t i o n  41
V. P r o d u c t s  51

VIo T e c h n iq u e s  o f  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  69

CONCLUSION 74

FOOTNOTES 77

BIBLIOGRAPHY 96

APPENDIX
A. L e a s e s ,  Deeds ,  and L e t t e r s  j o 5
B. I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  Forms H I

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction  prohibited without permission.



C h a p te r  I

INTRODUCTION

From th e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  to  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  was a m a jo r  c e n t e r  o f  American ce ram ic  p r o d u c t i o n .  These 

p r o d u c t s  ranged  from common red  ware to  p o r c e l a i n .  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

and s u c c e s s  o f  t h e s e  p o t t e r i e s  i n d i c a t e s  a f a v o r a b l e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  " e n ­

v i ro n m e n t"  .

At  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  the  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s p e e d ,  b i g n e s s ,  newcomers,  and money.'*' The p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n c r e a s e d  from 67,811 in  1800 t o  T61,410 i n  1830.^

T h i s  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  f u r n i s h e d  r e a d y  m a r k e t s  f o r  home p r o d u c t s  

and am i n c r e a s e d  demand b o th  f o r  f o r e i g n  goods and c o m p e t i t i v e  q u a l i t y  

American p r o d u c t s .

The s u c c e s s i o n  o f  changes  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h e  new t u r n p i k e s ,  

c a n a l s ,  and th e  improvements  i n  s a i l i n g  s h i p s ,  n a v i g a t i o n a l  a i d s ,  e x ­

p r e s s  and p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  opened the  w e s t e r n  a r e a s  o f  P e n n s y lv a n i a  a s  

new s o u r c e s  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  and m ark e ts  f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  goods .  These

i n c r e a s e s  i n  communica t ion and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b r o u g h t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n t o
3

c l o s e r  commerc ial  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  W ash ing ton ,  New York,  and B a l t i m o r e .

The new P h i l a d e l p h i a  w e s t e r n  m a r k e t s  i n  P e n n s y lv a n i a  were

1

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



composed o f  l a r g e  numbers o f  German and S c o t c h - I r i s h  immigran ts  who 

f loode d  i n t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and moved w e s t  t o  t h e  f e r t i l e  farm l a n d s  o f  

Bucks,  L a n c a s t e r ,  C h e s t e r ,  and P h i l a d e l p h i a  c o u n t i e s .

The advances  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and communica t ion p a r t i a l l y  

were a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  War o f  1812 and the  r i s i n g  n a t i o n a l  im por tance  6 f  

New Y o r k .^  With t h e  end o f  t h e  War o f  1812 U n i ted  S t a t e s  s h i p p i n g  was 

a g a i n  fo rc e d  to  compete  on an  e q u a l  b a s i s  w i t h  t h e  s h i p p i n g  o f  England 

and F r a n c e .  Given th e  s t r o n g e r  European  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

cou ld  n o t  compete ,  and was f o rc e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  i t s  e f f o r t s  on the  

deve lopm ent  o f  i n t e r n a l  m a r k e t s .

The d e c l i n e  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r e i g n  commerce was a l s o  a r e s u l t  

o f  t h e  growing im por ta nc e  o f  New York and th e  E r i e  Cana l  which  were  

r e p l a c i n g  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  commerc ia l  a c t i v i t y .  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was 

r a p i d l y  chang ing  from a p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  town economy to  an i n d u s t r i a l  

r e g i o n a l  economy-based town. With t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  home m a r k e t s  and the  

d e c l i n e  i n  f o r e i g n  commerce, P h i l a d e l p h i a  e n t e r e d  the  r e a l m  o f  i n d u s ­

t r i a l i z a t i o n  and m a n u f a c tu r e  which  was a r e s u l t  o f  i n c r e a s e d  m a r k e t s .

A s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  s t a g e  l i n e s  and c a n a l  t r a d e  w i t h  the  i n t e r i o r  was 

made f o r  s h i p s  and f o r e i g n  commerce.

The l a r g e  s c a l e  p r o d u c t i o n  and i n c r e a s e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  c o n d i t i o n s .  As a 

r e s u l t ,  t h e  c i t y  was s u b j e c t  t o  peaks o f  p r o s p e r i t y  and d e p r e s s i o n ,  

such  a s  t h e  economic d e p r e s s i o n s  o f  1819 and 1837.  D e s p i t e  t h e  f i ­

n a n c i a l  d e p r e s s i o n s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  boomed i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the
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n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  which was marked by i t s  f i r s t  p e r i o d  o f  r a p i d  

u r b a n i z a t i o n  and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . ^

A l l  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  -  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i n t e r n a l  t r a d e ,  

advance  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and com m unic a t io n ,  and e xpa nd ing  m arke ts  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  raw m a t e r i a l s  -  p r o v id e d  the  e s s e n t i a l  

means f o r  t h e  deve lopm ent  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and m a r k e t i n g  o f  P h i l a d e l ­

ph ia  c e ra m i c s  d u r i n g  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  c e ram ic  p r o d u c t i o n  had been  e s t a b l i s h e d  

d u r i n g  the  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

The m an u f a c tu r e  o f  p o r c e l a i n  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was i n i t i a t e d  

when,  on December 29 ,  1769,  Gousse Bonnin and George Anthony M o rr i s  

o r g a n i z e d  a c h in a  m an u fa c to ry  i n  the  Sou thwark  a r e a .  The f a c t o r y  

p roduced  a b lu e  and w h i t e  ware s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  f a c t o r i e s  

o f  W o r c e s t e r  and Bow, b u t  due to  f i n a n c i a l  problems Bonnin and M orr i s  

ceased  o p e r a t i o n  a f t e r  two y e a r s .

P r i o r  t o  1775,  J o n a t h a n  D u r e l l  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  produced 

" s t r i p e d  and c o lo u r e d  d i s h e s  o f  d i v e r s  c o l o u r s " . * ’ I n  1791 Jo h n  C u r t i s  

m a n u f a c tu r e d  p o t t e r y  from c l a y  o b t a i n e d  a t  Ten th  and F i l b e r t  S t r e e t s ,  

P h i l a d e l p h i a . ^  The M i l l e r  f a m i ly  was one o f  the  more i m p o r t a n t  f a m i l i e s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  ce ram ic  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Andrew M i l l e r  o p e r ­

a t e d  a p o t t e r y  a t  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  F i l b e r t  and Seven th  S t r e e t s ,  

bu t  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 2 0 ' s  t h e  f a c t o r y  was r e l o c a t e d  t o  37 and 39 Zane 

S t r e e t . ^  A f t e r  Andrew M i l l e r ' s  d e a t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  was c o n t i n u e d  by h i s  

s o n s ,  Abraham and Andrew M i l l e r ,  j r .
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The 1820 P e n n s y lv a n i a  Census o f  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  p r o v i d e s  i n ­

v a l u a b l e  d o c u m e n ta t io n  o f  a P h i l a d e l p h i a  p o t t e r y .  Conce rn ing  th e  

f a c t o r y  o f  Abraham M i l l e r ,  t h e  l i s t i n g  s t a t e s :

• A. M i l l e r ,  p o t t e r  
Raw M a t e r i a l s  Employed

Clay  a b o u t  80 Team l o a d s  v a l u e  $240 
Wood 190-200 c o rd s  v a l u e  $800 
manganese 4 wt  v a l u e  $28
Red Lead 2 Tons v a l u e  $360

Number o f  P e r s o n s  Employed 
6 boys 

Machinery
3 p o t t e r s  w hee l s  2 t u r n i n g  l a t h e s  
a l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n  and c l a y  m i l l  

Amount o f  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t e d  
$2500 -  $3000 

Amount p a id  f o r  wages $2000 -  2300 
11 o f  c o n t i n g e n t  e x p e n se s  $300-600 

Type o f  a r t i c l e s  manufactured-common 
c o a r s e  e a r t h e n w a r e  ( no t  s t o n e )  a l s o ,
B lack  and brown t e a  p o t s  and a g r e a t  
q u a n t i t y  o f  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s ,  known i n  
common, by the  te rm  b l a c k  and brown 
c h in a
Marke t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  which  
a r e  a n n u a l l y  m anu fa c tu red  -  a c t u a l  
a v e r a g e  s a l e s  f o r  2 y r s  l a s t  p a s t  
$6000

Abraham M i l l e r  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  Board o f  Managers  o f

th e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  when i t  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1 8 2 4 . ^  F o r  many

y e a r s  M i l l e r  s e rv e d  on t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  Committee  o f  J u d g e s  f o r  E a r t h e n ­

w a r e .  I n  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  1824 c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a premium was n o t  awarded 

f o r  a spec imen  o f  p o t t e r y  o r  p o r c e l a i n ,  b u t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  Abraham 

M i l l e r  r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  m e n t io n .  The j u d g e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  

p o t t e r y  c a t e g o r y ,

No spec im ens  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  were  o f f e r e d  
w i t h  a view t o  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  a premium.
The few a r t i c l e s  t h a t  were e x h i b i t e d  were
from th e  m a n u f a c t o r y  o f  Abraham M i l l e r ,  Zane

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



5

s t .  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  r ed  and b l a c k  
g l a z e d  t e a p o t s ,  c o f f e e  p o t s ,  and o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  
o f  the  same d e s c r i p t i o n .  A lso  a sample o f  
p l a t i n a t e d  o r  l u s t e r  p i t c h e r s ,  w i t h  a s p e c i ­
men o f  p o r c e l a i n  and w h i t e  w a r e ,  a l l  o f  which  
e x h i b i t e d  a growing improvement i n  the  manu­
f a c t u r e  b o th  i n  q u a l i t y  and form o f  t h e  
a r t i c l e s

A f t e r  1824, M i l l e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e n t e r  p o t t e r y  spec imens  in

I n s t i t u t e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  b u t ,  b ecause  he s e rv e d  as- a member o f  the  Board

o f  M anagers ,  he was i n e l i g i b l e  t o  w in .  At  t h e  c l o s i n g  and s a l e  o f  the

T ucker  and Hemphil l  f a c t o r y  i n  1838,  Abraham M i l l e r  o b t a i n e d  many o f  

12t h e  Tucke r  molds .

James R on a ld s o n ,  a n o t h e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p o t t e r ,  i n  1808,  p r o -

13duced r e d - a n d - y e l l o w - w a r e  t e a  s e t s  a t  h i s  p o t t e r y  on South S t r e e t .

The Columbia P o t t e r y ,  i n  o p e r a t i o n  from 1808 t o  1813,  was t h e  s i t e  o f

14A le x a n d e r  T r o t t e r ' s  queensware  p r o d u c t i o n .  Between 1810 and 1816 

Jo h n  Mullowny,  a b r i c k m a k e r  and p o t t e r ,  p roduced  r e d ,  y e l l o w ,  and 

b l a c k  t e a p o t s ,  c o f f e e  p o t s ,  and o t h e r  t a b l e  w a r e s  a t  h i s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  

t h e  W ash ing ton  P o t t e r y  Company. 16 In  1811 D a n i e l  F r e y t a g ,  a p o t t e r  and 

c h in a  d e a l e r ,  made c h in a  and d e c o r a t e d  i t  w i t h  go ld  and s i l v e r  i n  h i s  

p o t t e r y  a t  192 South F i f t h  S t r e e t . 16 An i m i t a t i o n  o f  E n g l i s h  L i v e r p o o l  

ware was made by David G. S e x i a s  be tween  1817 and 1 8 2 2 . ^

I n  1812 Thomas H a ig ,  a S c o t t i s h - t r a i n e d  p o t t e r ,  p roduced  

Queensware and o t h e r  e a r t h e n w a r e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  L i b e r t i e s  s e c t i o n  o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  The 1825 F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  awarded an 

h o n o r a b l e  m e n t io n  t o  Thomas Haig " f o r  h i s  v e r y  e x c e l l e n t  spec imens  o f
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18r ed  and b l a c k  e a r t h e n w a r e  ( i f  s e n t  i n  t ime would have v o n ) , "  Thomas 

H a i g ' s  e n t r y  c o n s i s t e d  o f

395 One B la c k  T eapo t
397 One do C o f f e e p o t
398 One do h a l f  g a l l o n  P i t c h e r  (diamond)
399 One do do do ( p l a i n )
3S6 One Red Teapot
400 One Cake Mould, No. 6
401 One do do do 9
402 do do do do 11
403 Four  S t r a i n e r s
404 Three  Pans

The ju d g e s  s a i d  o f  h i s  en try ' ;

Thomas Haig -  c l a y  t ak e n  in  c i t y  
S u p e r i o r  i n  q u a l i t y  t o  t hose  im­
p o r t e d  from England body -  p e r ­
f e c t l y  burned  d e p r i v e d  o f  a l l  a b ­
s o r b e n t  q u a l i t i e s  g l a s e  -  good, 
f r e e  f rom c r a c k s ;  n e a t  workman­
s h i p 20

In  1826 t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  zwarded the  b ronze  medal to

21Haig f o r  " . . . t h e  makers  o f  the  b e s t  r ed  e a r t h e n w a r e " .  Thomas Haig 

d i e d  i n  1833 and the  p o t t e r y  was c o n t in u e d  by h i s  two s o n s ,  James and 

Thomas Ha ig .

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e s e  and o t h e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p o t t e r i e s

c o n f i r m s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  m a r k e t s ,  and a g e n e r a l

s p i r i t  o f  e n c ou ra ge m e n t .  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r t i s a n s  and c r a f t s m e n  were

lauded  by p u b l i c  pronouncemen ts  c o n c e r n in g  d o m e s t i c  i n d u s t r y .  In  1819

th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P romot ion  o f  American I n d u s t r y  was

founded on th e  p r i n c i p l e

. . . t h a t  i f  t h e r e  be any one t r u t h  i n  
p o l i t i c a l  economy more s a c r e d  and i r ­
r e f r a g a b l e  t h a n  a n o t h e r  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e
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p r o s p e r i t y  o f  n a t i o n s  b e a r s  an e x a c t  
p r o p o r t i o n  to  t h e  encouragement  of  
t h e i r  d o m e s t i c  i n d u s t r y .

In  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c e ra m i c s  the  S o c i e t y  s t a t e d :

L e t  us suppose f o r  a moment t h a t  the  
w e s t e r n  f a rm er  i n s t e a d  o f  p u r c h a s i n g  
h i s  p o t t e r y  and d e l f t  ware i n  England 
had i n  h i s  own ne ighborhood  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  
o f  t h o se  a r t i c l e s  whence he could p r o ­
c u re  them f r e e  o f  the  enormous e xpenses  
o f  sea and l and  c a r r i a g e  amoun t in g  i n  
many i n s t a n c e s  t r e b l e  the  1s t  c o s t . 22

The F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e ,  l i k e  the  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S o c i e t y  f o r  the  

P rom ot ion  o f  American  I n d u s t r y ,  was c h a r t e r e d  to  i n s u r e  " . . . t h e  p r o ­

m o t ion  and encouragement  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e s  and the  m echan ic  and u s e f u l  

a r t s . " 24

A n o t e  added a t  t h e  end o f  Abraham M i l l e r ' s  e n t r y  i n  the  1820

Census o f  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  f u r t h e r  r e v e a l s  t h e  p o t t e r ' s  v i e w p o in t  on the

prob lem  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  by impor ted  goods .  M i l l e r  w r o t e :

The a r t i c l e s  above enumerated  have 
been  t r i e d  f o r  10 o r  12 y e a r s  and 
a r e  es teemed a s  h i g h l y  as  t h e  Eu­
ro p e a n  a r t i c l e s  o f  wh ich t h e y  a r e  
an  i m i t a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  
q u a n t i t y  o f  s k i l l  a t  m ark e t  f o r  
t h e  m a n u f a c tu r e  o f  a q u a n t i t y  
e q u a l  t o  t h e  consumpt io n  o f  t h e  
Un i ted  S t a t e s  -  t h e  q u a n t i t y  
m a n u fa c tu red  a t  p r e s e n t  i s  some­
w ha t  l e s s  t h an  h a l f  t h e  q u a n t i t y  
m a n u fa c tu red  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1814,
1815, 6c 1816. Not w i t h s t a n d i n g  . ^
many o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  which  we (
make a r e  e q u a l l y  es teemed w i t h  6c
s up p ly  t h e  p l a c e  o f  w h i t e  E n g l i s h
ware  -  y e t  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  so ld
t o  t h e  d e a l e r s  a t  a p r i c e  somewhat
lower  t h a n  we can  a f f o r d  o u r s ,  i t
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happens  t h a t  t h e y  ( t h e  d e a l e r s )  f in d  
i t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  n o t  t o  ke ep  any o f  
ou r s  on hand be c au s e  i t  would v e r y  
g e n e r a l l y  h i n d e r  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h o se  
which a f f o r d  them a l a r g e  p r o f i t  -  
t he  p r i c e  o f  e ach  t o  t h e  consumer 
b e in g  the  same.  The demand f o r  
Tea p o t s  & C o f f e e p o t s  would be such  
a s  t o  e x c lu d e  th e  E n g l i s h  ware o f  
t h e  same k ind  from th e  m a r k e t  were 
i t  n o t  f r e q u e n t l y  im por ted  by f o r ­
e i g n  a g e n t s  and b e i n g  o f  t oo  l i t t l e  
v a l u e  to  be k e p t  l o n g  i n  t h e  s t o r e  
i t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  s o l d  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  
c o s t . 25

I t  was i n t o  t h i s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  e n v i ro n m en t  t h a t  W i l l i a m  Tucker  began h i s  

e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  c e ra m ic  p r o d u c t i o n .  They c u lm in a t e d  in  a p e r i o d  o f  

tw e lv e  y e a r s  o f  c o m m e rc i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p o r c e l a i n  -  t h e  

f i r s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .
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C h a p t e r  I I  

HISTORY OF THE FIRM

W i l l i a m  E l l i s  T u c k e r ,  t h e  son o f  Benjamin and Theodos ia

I rw in s  T u c k e r ,  was bo rn  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  on June  11,  1800.  I n  the

same y e a r  Benjamin Tucker  opened a p r i v a t e  s c hoo l  n e x t  t o  the  F r e e

Quaker  M ee t ing  House.  P r i o r  t o  1800 Benjamin Tucker  conduc ted  a

s c h o o l  a t  206 Race S t r e e t ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Not c o n t e n t  w i t h  t e a c h i n g ,

and i n  need o f  s u p p le m e n t i n g  h i s  income t o  s u p p o r t  a f a m i ly  o f

e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n ,  Benjamin Tucker  became in v o lv e d  i n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s

i n t e r e s t s .  His  l e t t e r  books a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  the  r e c o r d s  o f  r e a l

e s t a t e  and m e r c a n t i l e  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  One such  m e r c a n t i l e  i n t e r e s t

was a c h in a  s t o r e  a t  No. 324 High S t r e e t  (now M a rk e t ,  be tween

N i n t h  and T e n th  S t r e e t s )  wh ich  he  o p e r a t e d  from 1816 t o  1823.  In

t h a t  y e a r  he r e t i r e d  from t h e  c h in a  b u s i n e s s  and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e

P h i l a d e l p h i a  S e l e c t  Academy a t  t h e  s o u th w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  F i f t h  and

M ulbe r ry  S t r e e t s .  An a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  a p p e a re d  i n

P o u l s o n ' s  American  D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r . The n o t i c e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e

P h i l a d e l p h i a  S e l e c t  Academy was l o c a t e d  on the

. . . s w  c o r n e r  o f  Arch & F i f t h - s t r e e t s .  The e x c e r c i s e  
o f  t h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  be resumed on the  18 th  i n s t .
The Annual  Course  o f  L e c t u r e s  on N a t u r a l  P h i lo s o p h y  
and C h e m i s t r y ,  w i t h  i l l u s t r a t e d  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  w i l l  com­
mence b e f o r e  t h e  S e n i o r  c l a s s ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  E l e v e n t h  
Month

B. Tucker  
PRINCIPAL1

9
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Benjamin Tucker  cha rged  f o u r  d o l l a r s  f o r  a q u a r t e r  o f  

E n g l i s h  and f i v e  d o l l a r s  f o r  a q u a r t e r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s . ^  A q u a r t e r  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  twe lve  weeks .  P e n s ,  i n k ,  and c a n d l e s  were i n c l u d e d  in  

the  p r i c e  o f  the  c o u r s e .

As a p ro m in e n t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  e d u c a t o r ,  Benjamin Tucker  

s u p p o r t e d  many l o c a l  c a u s e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  An a r d e n t  Quaker ,

Tucker  s e rv e d  a s  an o f f i c e r  i n  the  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a b o l i t i o n i s t  s o c i e t y .
3

He s e rv e d  a s  a member and manager  o f  the  A p p r e n t i c e s 1s L i b r a r y .  In  

1824 he became a c h a r t e r  member o f  t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e . ^

W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  e a r l y  c a r e e r  was c l o s e l y  conne c te d  w i t h  t h a t  

o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  W i l l i a m  began h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  a s  a t e a c h e r . ^

He a l s o  worked i n  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  c h in a  s t o r e  where he sometimes enamell ed  

u n d e c o r a t e d  European  p o r c e l a i n  which  h i s  f a t h e r  i m p o r t e d .  A sm a l l  k i l n  

f o r  f i r i n g  t h e  p a i n t e d  c h in a  was e r e c t e d  beh ind  the  s t o r e .  The use  o f

t h i s  k i l n  and the  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e c o r a t e  c e ra m i c s  h e lp e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e

W i l l i a m ' s  i n t e r e s t . ^  A s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s ,  d e l i v e r e d  by Benjamin 

Tucker  on th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s  to  a r t s  and manu­

f a c t u r e s  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  and advanced  h i s  know ledge .^  In

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  P e n n s y lv a n i a  o f f e r e d  a s e r i e s  o f  

l e c t u r e s  on v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  a r t s  and s c i e n c e s .  They n o t e d ,

. . . t h e  Board e x p e c t s  a few more Members who have 
v o l u n t e e r e d  t h e i r  t im e .  Among t h e s e ,  t h e  Board a r e  
happy to  announce  t h a t  t h e y  have t h e  p rom ise  o f  a 
l e c t u r e  on th e  i m p o r t a n t  a r t  o f  P o t t e r y ,  f rom a 
ge n t l e m a n  p r a c t i c a l l y  c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  t h i s  u s e f u l  
and i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t .
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Benjamin T u c k e r ' s  c h a r t e r  membership i n  the  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e

q u a l i f i e d  W i l l i a m  f o r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  the  I n s t i t u t e ' s  l e c t u r e s .  The

F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  commented on the  number o f  young pe o p le  who

a t t e n d e d  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  by s t a t i n g  t h a t

Among th o s e  who a r e  r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n t s ,  your  Board 
have  w i t h  p l e a s u r e  obse rved  many young i n d i v i d u a l s ,  who 
a r e  e i t h e r  sons  o f  a p p r e n t i c e s  o f  members . . . .The f a c i l ­
i t y ,  wh ich  a f f o r d s  t o  p a r e n t s  and m a s t e r s ,  l o u d l y  c a l l s  
upon them to  improve t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  i m p r e s s i n g ,  a t  
an  e a r l y  a g e ,  upon th e  minds o f  t h e i r  sons  and a p p r e n ­
t i c e s ,  a t a s t e  f o r  s t u d y ,  and c o r r e c t  d o c t r i n e s  upon 
th o se  s c i e n c e s  which  so m a t e r i a l l y  a f f e c t s  the  a r t s . ^

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e s ,  W i l l i a m  Tucker  a c q u i r e d  

knowledge o f  c h e m i s t r y  and i t s  r o l e  i n  c e ra m ic  p r o d u c t i o n  from p r i n t e d  

s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l .  Benjamin T u c k e r ' s  membersh ips  i n  the  F r a n k l i n  I n ­

s t i t u t e  and the  A p p r e n t i c e s ' s  L i b r a r y  p l a c e d  th e  l i b r a r i e s  o f  bo th  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  d i s p o s a l .  The F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  

l i b r a r y  c o n t a i n e d  a growing  number o f  t e c h n i c a l  books and p a m p h le t s .  

The A p p r e n t i c e s ' s L i b r a r y  c o n t a i n e d  6 ,185  books w i t h  such t i t l e s  a s  

Chamber ' s  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  A r t s  and S c i e n c e s , A r t i s t ' s  M anua l , B a n c r o f t  

on C o l o u r s . B a c h e ' s  C h e m i s t r y , Handmaid t o  t h e  A r t s , C a b i n e t  o f  A r t s  

and M a n u f a c t u r e s , and T u c k e r ' s  Grammar o f  C h e m is t ry ^  Many o f  t h e s e  

books were  concerned  w i t h  t h e  ch e m ica l  p r o p e r t i e s  and c o m p o s i t i o n s  o f

p o t t e r y  and p o r c e l a i n .  T u c k e r ' s  Grammar o f  C h e m is t ry ,  a l s o  i n  the

11L i b r a r y ,  was w r i t t e n  by Benjamin T u c k e r .

With t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  h i s  c h in a  s t o r e  i n  1823,  Benjamin Tucke r  

p ro v id e d  W i l l i a m  w i t h  the  n e c e s s a r y  f i n a n c e s  t o  open a d r y  goods 

b u s i n e s s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  he c o n s t a n t l y
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f u r n i s h e d  h i s  son w i t h  u n s o l i c i t e d  a d v ic e  c o n c e r n i n g  the  management 

o f  the  d ry  goods s t o r e .  One p i e c e  o f  a d v i c e ,  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a l e t t e r ,  

began ;

From a s t a t e m e n t  o f  thy  a f f a i r s  wh ich  thou 
h a d s t  l a t e l y  shown me, i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  thou  h a d s t  
a s t o c k  o f  goods now on hand which i s  g r e a t e r  than  
a l l  t h e  d e b t s  t hou  has  c o n t r a c t e d  and i n  o r d e r  to  
guard t hee  a g a i n s t  the  r a s h n e s s  o f  g i v i n g  n o t e s ,  
wh ich  may and v e r y  p r o b a b l y  w i l l ,  b r i n g  t h e e  t o  
i n s o l v e n c y  and d i s g r a c e ,  I  g ive  t h e e  t h i s  w r i t t e n  
c a u t i o n  ( o f  which I  s h a l l  keep a copy)  and in fo rm  
t h e e ,  t h a t  f rom the  n a t u r e  o f  my own p r i v a t e  e n ­
gagemen ts ,  and the  e xpense  o f  my l a r g e  f a m i l y ,  
t h o u  must  n o t  e x p e c t  me t o  advance t h e e  one D o l l a r  
more than  I  have a l r e a d y  done o r  i n  any way to  
become bound f o r  t h e e .

I  am thy  F a t h e r  B. T u c k e r ^

The t h r e a t  o f  w i t h d r a w i n g  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  was an 

i d l e  one .  Throughou t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the  Tucker  f a c t o r y ,  Benjamin was 

the  m ajo r  i n v e s t o r  and th e  g u i d i n g  i n f l u e n c e .  His  dominant  p e r s o n a l i t y

13
and im por ta nc e  overshadowed t h a t  o f  W i l l i a m  T uc ke r .

While  s t i l l  engaged i n  h i s  d ry  goods b u s i n e s s  W i l l i a m  Tucker  

began h i s  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  c e ram ic  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  c u lm in a t e d  i n  t h e  

f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  creamware and p o r c e l a i n .  The Day Book o f  W i l l i a m  

Tucker  p r o v i d e s  i n v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  to  t h e  e a r l y  e x ­

p e r i m e n t s  o f  the  Tucker  f a c t o r y . ^  The f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  e x p e r im e n t  

a p p e a r s  u n d e r  the  h e a d i n g :

T r i a l  1 s t  No. 1
The p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  B ' s  c l a y  was n e a r l y  one f o u r t h  
p a r t  s i l a x  t o  m i x t u r e  . was made i n  cups by 
measure  . t h e  s i l a x  was d r y  and th e  c l a y  was a 
t h i c k  s l i p .  I  a f t e r w a r d s  added n e a r l y  a n o t h e r  cup 
o f  c l a y  which  made t e n  cups o f  c l a y  s l i p  t o  n e a r l y  
t h r e e  cups o f  f l e e t

The ware  i s  marked No 1.
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The f i r s t  d a t e d  e x p e r i m e n t  was n o t e d :

E xpe r im en t s  made a t  Tucker  and B i rd s  China F a c t o r y  
J u l y  1 0 t h ,  1826

Ware marked m ix t u r e  pa s se d  th ro u g h  s i v e  
4 P a r t s  c l a y
1 P a r t  S i l a x  D & F ' s  Clay
F i r s t  made no.  12

The n e x t  w a r e ,  marked "no .  2 " ,  was composed o f  t h e  same i n g r e d i e n t s .

17The w a re s  numbered "5"  were composed o f  f r o z e n  c l a y  and s i l a x .

Wares numbered " 6" t o  "10" c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  same c o m b in a t io n s  o f

c l a y  and s i l a x .  These e x p e r i m e n t s  were d i r e c t e d  toward making

18"Queensw are" ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y .

C on c e rn in g  th e  s o u rc e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  u t i l i z e d  i n  the

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  Tucker  creamware ,  a n o t a t i o n  i n  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s

Day Book began :

Mr. B r u e r t o n ' s  c l a y  f o r  making Queens ware comes 
a b o u t  5 m i l e s  f rom P e r t h  Amboy you must  s t o p  a t  
Mr. A r n o l d ' s  .Tavern and e n q u i r e  o f  him th e  way to  
Mr. D a l l i e s  t h e  c l a y  be lo n g s  t o  D a l l i e s  and i s  on 
a c r e e k . ^

The f i r s t  d a t e d  e x p e r im e n t  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p o r c e l a i n

i s  n o t e d :

Oct  1 0 th  1826 
E xpe r im en t s  on China
no 1 2 oz c a o l i n

2 " F e l d s p a r  
1 dram 2 s im p le  P o t a s h

" R e c e i p t s "  o r  fo rm u la e  " tw o " th ro u g h  " s i x "  a r e  a l s o  concerned  w i t h  t h e

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p o r c e l a i n .  Throughout  t h e s e  fo rm ulae  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f

k a o l i n  and f e l d s p a r  remained c o n s t a n t .  The t h i r d  i n g r e d i e n t ,  e i t h e r

p o t a s h  o r  w h i t e  l e a d ,  was v a r i e d .  A more e l a b o r a t e  r e c i p e  f o r  p o r c e l a i n
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was r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  Day Book on November 6 , 1826.  The c o m p o s i t i o n

o f  t h e  fo rm ula  was

c 3 P a r t s  Clay  from Flood  Bank 
c 2 C a o l i n  
c 1 S i l a x  
c 1 /2  Bones 
c 1 /2  F e l t  Spar

The l e t t e r s  o f  Benjamin T ucke r  a l s o  r e v e a l  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  the

e a r l y  e x p e r i m e n t s  and p r o d u c t i o n  a t  t h e  Tucke r  f a c t o r y .  A l e t t e r  t o

W i l l i a m  M e r e d i t h ,  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  5,  1827,  c o n t a i n s  Benjamin  T u c k e r ' s

ap o lo g y  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  o n l y  t h e  s m a l l  sum o f  f i v e  d o l l a r s  f o r  the

r e l i e f  o f  s u f f e r i n g  Greek women and c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  a l s o  t o o k  the

. . . l i b e r t y  o f  s t a t i n g  t h a t  W i l l i a m  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  
engaged w i t h  h i s  r e s o u r c e s  & my own i n  a l a b o r i o u s  
& e x p e n s i v e  e x p e r i m e n t  upon t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  P o r c e ­
l a i n  and t h e  f i n e r  spec imens  o f  e a r t h e n w a r e ,  wh ich  
l i k e  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  and u n t r i e d  u n d e r t a k i n g s  has  
sunk  much more c a p i t a l  t h a n  was c o m t e m p l a te d , But 
wh ich  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  o f  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  i s  
r e d u c e d  t o  a c e r t a i n t y  o f  s u c c e s s ,  i f  h i s  h e a l t h  
and th e  n e c e s s a r y  a dva nce s  shou ld  be c o n t i n u e d  a 
few months l o n g e r .

On F e b r u a r y  16 ,  1827,  Benjamin  Tucker  s e n t  a specimen  o f

p o r c e l a i n  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  I s a a c  and Hannah J o n e s .  The p o s t s c r i p t  t o

th e  l e t t e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  sample  was from t h e  f i r s t  k i l n - l o a d  o f

c h in a  ware  m a n u f a c tu r e d

. . . b y  my son W i l l i a m  E l l i s ,  who b u i l t  h i s  f i r s t  k i l n ,  
made h i s  f i r s t  mould and formed and b u r n t  h i s  f i r s t  
p i t c h e r  w i t h o u t  t h e  hand o f  an  i n s t r u c t o r .  The 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  he has  s i n c e  met  w i t h ,  f rom th e  d e t e c ­
t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  s u b s t a n c e s  i n  o u r  American  m a t e r i a l s ,  
t h a t  a t  a h i g h  t e m p e r a t u r e  form new c h e m ic a l  combina­
t i o n s ,  which  d e s t r o y  e i t h e r  t h e  b e a u t y  o r  t h e  t e x t u r e  
o f  t h e  ware  h a s  g r e a t l y  o b s t r u c t e d  h i s  p r o g r e s s . ^
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The p rob lem  o f  f i n a n c i n g  the  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  and l a t e r ,

the  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p o r c e l a i n  was a r e c u r r e n t  one f o r  bo th  W i l l i a m

and Benjamin T u c k e r .  On A p r i l  24 ,  1828,  Benjamin w r o t e  t o  h i s

f r i e n d ,  R o b e r t  Welch,  t h a t  f rom the  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  to

t h a t  d a t e  a t o t a l  o f

. . . m o r e  t h a n  f i f t e e n  thousand  D o l l a r s  have  been 
expended in  b r i n g i n g  i t  p o r c e l a i n  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  
p e r f e c t i o n . ^

By 1830 a n o t h e r  two thousand  d o l l a r s  had been s p e n t  on th e  p o r c e l a i n

e * 25f a c t o r y .

The a p p a r e n t  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

l a y  i n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p a r t n e r s .  Dur ing  t h e  y e a r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  f a c t o r y ,  W i l l i a m  Tucker  worked w i t h  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  

p a r t n e r s .  A l l  t h r e e  were  sons  o f  w e a l t h y  Quaker f a t h e r s  who pu rcha se d  

t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  f o r  them i n  much th e  same way t h a t  Benjamin  Tucker  

f i n a n c e d  h i s  s o n ' s  e n t e r p r i s e .

Jo h n  N. B i rd  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was t h e  f i r s t  p a r t n e r  i n  t h e

Tucker  f a c t o r y .  Jo h n  B i r d ' s  f a t h e r ,  C h a r l e s  B i r d ,  i n v e s t e d  money

i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  h i s  son would a c t u a l l y  e n t e r  t h e

b u s i n e s s .  The p a r t n e r s h i p  be tween  W i l l i a m  Tucker  and Jo h n  Bi rd  was

b r i e f  and t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  i t  a r e  few.  I t  began s h o r t l y  b e f o r e

A p r i l  13 ,  1826,  and was d i s s o l v e d  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  5,  1827. On

A p r i l  13,  1826,  W i l l i a m  Tucker  and Jo h n  Bi rd p u r c h a s e d  a t r a c t  o f

l and  i n  M id d le s ex  Coun ty ,  New J e r s e y ,  f rom Jo h n  F l o o d ,  The l an d  was

d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  " . . . a  s m a l l  d i s t a n c e  w e s t e r l y  o f  t h e  M utton  Hollow 

26b r o o k . "  A neve a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G a z e t t e  o f  November 16,
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1826,  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Tucker  and Bird e n t r y  in  the  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e

. . 27c o m p e t i t i o n .

By t h e  end o f  1826 t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  was d i s s o l v i n g .  Benjamin 

Tucker  w r o t e  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  and Delaware a g e n t ,  Benjamin F e r r i s ,  t o  

have John  B i r d ' s  name removed from th e  deed t o  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y ' s  

f e l d s p a r  q u a r r y  n e a r  W i lm ing ton ,  f u r t h e r  e v id e n c e  t h a t  Benjamin 

Tucke r  c o n s t a n t l y  p r o t e c t e d  h i s  and W i l l i a m ' s  i n v e s t m e n t s  and i n t e r ­

f e r e d  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  Benjamin Tucker  d id  n o t  want  John  Bi rd  o r  C h a r le s

28Bird  t o  have  any c l a i m  on the  Delaware  p r o p e r t y .  Benjamin Tucker

w r o t e  t h a t  he was

. . . r e a l l y  happy  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  Deed to  Tucker  &
B i rd  ha s  n o t  been r e c o r d e d :  and I  c o n s i d e r  i t  a
m a t t e r  o f  r e a l  im p o r ta n c e  t h a t  a Deed be y e t  ex­
e c u te d  by J a c o b  Way and h i s  w i f e  to  W i l l i a m  E l l i s  
T u c k e r ,  and t h a t  t h e  one t o  Tucke r  and Bi rd  be 
w i thd ra w n  from th e  o f f i c e ,  i f  t h e  c l e r k  w i l l  
p e r m i t  i t  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  i t  r e c o r d e d ;  b u t  i f  he 
w i l l  n o t  t h e n  th e  Deed to  W i l l i a m  E l l i s  Tucke r  
be f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  -  shou ld  t h e r e  be no o b j e c t i o n  
t o  w i t h  d raw ing  t h e  Deed t o  Tucke r  & Bi rd  from 
t h e  o f f i c e  w i t h o u t  r e c o r d i n g  i t .  I  suppose  i t  
w i l l  s t i l l  be p r o p e r  f o r  W i l l i a m  t o  p r e s e r v e  the  
Deed to  Tucker  & B i r d ,  and t o  r e q u i r e  John  when 
o f  age t o  comply w i t h  what  ha s  t a k e n  p l a c e . . . .  
and s h a l l  be done i n  d i s s o l v i n g  h i s  son John  
B i rd  any p o s s i b l e  c l a i m .  But  i f  the  l e g a l  t i t l e  
i s  v e s t e d  i n  W i l l i a m  by a Deed im m ed ia te ly  from 
J a c o b  Way & w i f e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which  migh t  o t h e r w i s e  -  
T h e r e f o r e  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  had th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  
c o u n s e l l i n g  W i l l i a m  I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  
t h o u  w i l t  w r i t e  and have  e x e c u te d  a Deed to  W i l l i a m  
i m m e d ia te ly  from J a c o b  Way & w i f e . ^

One p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n  f o r  Jo h n  Bi rd  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p

30was h i s  r e p o r t e d  i l l  h e a l t h .  A no the r  p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  cou ld  be 

t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  f i n a n c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  ou twe ighed  t h e
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p r o f i t s .  By F e b r u a r y  5,  1827,  the  p a r t n e r s h i p  was d i s s o l v e d .  

Benjamin Tucker  confi rmed  to  Benjamin F e r r i s  t h a t

and my son h a s  taken  p l a c e  and h i s  f a t h e r  has  en­
gaged u n d e r  a p e n a l t y  o f  Ten thousand  D o l l a r s  t h a t  
h i s  son s h a l l  make a t i t l e  upon h i s  coming o f  age 
t o  myofon W i l l i a m  o f  the Rea l  E s t a t e  which  they  
h o l d .

Th is  e x p l a i n s  Benjamin T u c k e r ' s  h a s t e  to  have the  Delaware

deed r e g i s t e r e d  in  W i l l i a m ' s  name so t h a t  John  Bird would have no 

l e g a l  c l a im  when he was o f  l e g a l  a g e ,

In  an a t t e m p t  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  f i n a n c e s  a f t e r  t h e

d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  the  Bi rd  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  Benjamin Tucker  o f f e r e d  to  e n t e r  

t h e  f i r m  as  a l e g a l  p a r t n e r .  On J a n u a r y  4 ,  1827, Benjamin Tucke r  

w r o t e  t o  W i l l i a m  Tucker  t h a t  i f  C h a r l e s  Bi rd  came

. . . t o  a f i n a l  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  d i s s o l v e  I  can f o r  the  
p r e s e n t  t a k e  an  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e e ,  f o r  the  money 
which I  pay C h a r l e s ,  w i t h  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  my be in g  
p e r m i t t e d  t o  become a p a r t n e r ,  i t  would be a l t o g e t h e r  
p r o p e r ,  upon my r e c e i v i n g  what  thou  w a s t  to  g iv e  John 
thou  shou ld  be a l l ow ed  the  same sum which  C h a r l e s  was 
to  a l l o w  t h e e  and t h a t  thou shou ld  have the  whole 
d i r e c t i o n  o f  m ix t u r e  and o f  d e c o r a t i n g  and s e t t i n g  
the  men t o  what  i n  thy  judj^j ient ,  ap p e a re d  b e s t  f o r  
the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the  f i r m .

Benjamin T u c k e r ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  d id  n o t  meet  w i t h  W i l l i a m

T u c k e r ' s  a p p r o v a l .  I n  answer  t o  W i l l i a m ' s  n e g a t i v e  r e p l y ,  Benjamin 

Tucker  w r o t e ,

From thy  communica t ion o f  y e s t e r d a y  I  p e r c e i v e  i t  i s  
t hy  w i s h  t o  s t a n d  a t  the  head o f  an e s t a b l i s h m e n t . . .  
and t o  t a k e  no p a r t n e r s .

W i l l i am  Tucker ' . s  i n d ep e n d e n t  o w ne r sh ip  was ,  however ,  o f

s h o r t  d u r a t i o n .  Economic p r e s s u r e s  f o rc e d  W i l l i a m  t o  a c q u i r e  a

. . . a  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p  be tween  him
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second p a r t n e r .  Tha t  new p a r t n e r ,  John  Hulme, j o i n e d  the  f i r m  i n  the  

s p r i n g  o f  1828. A n o t i c e  i n  P o u l s o n ' s  American D a i ly  A d v e r t i s e r  o f  

A p r i l  9 ,  1828,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  W i l l i a m  Tucker  had r e c e n t l y  " . . . t a k e n  to
q  /

p a r t n e r s h i p  a young gen t l eman  o f  t a l e n t  and e n t e r p r i s e . "  John

Hulme' s  f a t h e r ,  Thomas Hulme, a w e a l t h y  P h i l a d e l p h i a n ,  bought  a p a r t -

8 Sn e r s h i p  f o r  h i s  son by i n v e s t i n g  money i n  t h e  Tucke r  f a c t o r y .

The Tucke r  and Hulme p a r t n e r s h i p  was o f  an even s h o r t e r  d u r a ­

t i o n  th an  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  B i r d .  The new p a r t n e r s h i p  was d i s s o l v e d  

by the  summer o f  1828. A newspaper  n o t i c e  d a t e d  June  10,  1828,  r e ­

p o r t e d  t h a t  the

c o - p a r t n e r s h i p  be tween  th e  S u b s c r i b e r s  unde r  t h e  f i rm  
o f  Tucker  & Hulme, i s  d i s s o l v e d  by a g r e e m e n t .  A l l  
p e r s o n s  i n d e b t e d  to  s a i d  c o - p a r t n e r s h i p  a r e  t o  make 
payment  t o ,  and a l l  p e r s o n s  h a v in g  demands on i t ,  a r e  
t o  r e c e i v e  payment f rom, W i l l i a m  E l l i s  T u c k e r ,  who i s  
t o  s e t t l e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  f i r m .

Wu E l l i s  Tucker  
John  Hulme 

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  June  6 , 1828

I t  a l s o  s t a t e d :

The b u s i n e s s  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  AMERICAN PORCELAIN 
w i l l  be c o n t i n u e d  by WM ELLIS TUCKER, a t  the  o ld  s t a n d ,
N.W. c o r n e r  o f  S c h u y l k i l l  F r o n t  and C h e s t n u t  s t r e e t s ,  
where he s o l i c i t s  a c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h a t  p a t r o n a g e  which 
has  been so g e n e r o u s l y  ex tended  t o  h i s  a rduous  e f f o r t s  i n  
b r i n g i n g  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  an a r t  which  he hopes w i l l  be n o t  
l e s s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  good than  p r i v a t e  emolument.
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a g e n e r a l  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  P o r c e l a i n  which 
w i l l  be c o n s t a n t l y  k e p t  on hand ,  o r d e r s  t o  s u i t  the  
p a r t i c u l a r  t a s t e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  s h a p e ,  
p e r f e c t i o n  o f  f i n i s h  and p a t t e r n  w i l l  be e x e cu te d  in  
t h e  n e a t e s t  m a n n e r . ^

The l a s t  m en t ion  o f  J ohn  Hulme in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f a c t o r y  

i s  c o n t a i n e d  in  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Benjamin Tucker  t o  R ic h a rd  Rush,  

t h e n  Un i ted  S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y ,  t h a n k i n g  him f o r  s e n d in g
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documents  on th e  g rowth  and m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  s i l k .  Benjamin w ro te

" . . . t w o  o f  t h e s e  Documents have been p r e s e n t e d  t o  h i s  l a t e  p a r t n e r  

38J .  Hulme."  T he re  i s  no r e c o r d e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  

o f  t h e  Tucker-Hulme p a r t n e r s h i p .  The most  l i k e l y  r e a s o n s  a r e  too 

l i t t l e  p r o f i t  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  r e q u i r e d ,  p e r s o n a l  c o n f l i c t  be tween 

Tucker  and Hulme,  and th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  John  Hulme was i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  t h e  commerc ia l  g rowth  o f  s i lkworm s  and the  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  s i l k ,  

which  m ig h t  have d r a i n e d  a v a i l a b l e  c a p i t a l .

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  Tucker  and Hulme was 

fo rm ed ,  W i l l i a m  Tucker  e n t e r e d  spec im ens  o f  h i s  p o r c e l a i n  i n  the  

F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  1826.  The award was p r e s e n t e d  to  

t h e  New J e r s e y  P o r c e l a i n  and E a r the nw a re  Company. In  t h e  1827 compe­

t i t i o n  t h e  j u d g e s  awarded th e  p o t t e r y  and p o r c e l a i n  s i l v e r  medal to  

Tucker  f o r

t h e  b e s t  spec imen  o f  p o r c e l a i n  t o  be made i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  
e i t h e r  p l a i n  w h i t e  o r  g i l t .  T h i s  [TuckejJ  i s  a m a n u f a c t ­
u r e  o f  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a s  most o f  t h e  
c a p i t a l  expended i s  f o r  l a b o r ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  b e in g  t a k e n  
from o u r  s o i l ,  i n  g r e a t  abundancy  and p u r i t y .  The b i g g e s t  
c r e d i t  i s  due t o  Mr. Wm E. T u c k e r ,  f o r  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  p e r ­
f e c t i o n  to  which  he h a s  b r o u g h t  t h i s  v a l u a b l e  and d i f f i c u l t  
a r t .  The samples  (No. 174) o f  t h i s  ware  a p p e a r e d  t o  be 
s t r o n g ,  and s u f f i c i e n t l y  w e l l  f i r e d ,  t h e  g l a z e ,  g e n e r a l l y
v e r y  good,  the  g i l d i n g  e x e c u t e d  i n  a n e a t  and workmanl ike
m anner .  Some o f  t h e  cups  and s a u c e r s  and o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  
b e a r  a f a i r  compar ison  w i t h  t h o s e  i m p o r t e d .

While  t h e  s i l v e r  medal was t h e  m ajo r  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  t h e  Tucker

f a c t o r y  i n  1827,  t h e  m a jo r  change i n  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n

1828.  I n  t h a t  y e a r  Thomas Tucker  j o i n e d  t h e  f a c t o r y  a s  an a p p r e n t i c e ;

he l a t e r  became c h i e f  d e c o r a t o r  and m anager .  Thomas, b o rn  i n  1812,  

was t h e  s e v e n t h  c h i l d ,  and t h i r d  s o u ,  o f  Benjamin T u c k e r .  I n  1879
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Thomas Tucker  r e m i n i s c e d  a b o u t  h i s  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  Tucke r  f a c t o r y :

I n  the  y e a r  1828 I  commenced to  l e a r n  the  d i f f e r e n t  
b r a n c h e s  o f  the  b u s i n e s s ,  which  I  d i d  by s e r v i n g  
s e v e r a l !  y e a r s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  t o  t h e  same.^®

That  same y e a r ,  1828,  t h e  f a c t o r y  r e c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  award from 

th e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e

F o r  the  b e s t  P o r c e l a i n  made i n  t h e  U.S .  g i l t ,  p a i n t e d ,  
and p l a i n — one hundred  p i e c e s  must  be e x h i b i t e d ,  i s  
awarded t o  W i l l i a m  E. Tucke r  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  
specimen  No. 253,  b e in g  an  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  p o r c e l a i n  
o f  f i r s t  and second c h o i c e .  In  aw ard ing  t h i s  premium 
t h e  commit tee  f e e l s  p l e a s u r e  i n  n o t i c i n g  th e  g r e a t  
improvement which has  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  the  m a n u f a c t u r e  
o f  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o d u c t .  The 
j u d g e s  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e y  have  compared the  s am p le ,  
c a l l e d  t e c h n i c a l l y  ' f i r s t  c h o i c e , '  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  
spec im ens  o f  F re n ch  c h i n a ,  and found i t  s u p e r i o r  
i n  w h i t e n e s s ,  and th e  g i l d i n g  w e l l  done .  The same 
rem ark  a p p l i e s  t o  the  p a i n t i n g  w i t h  some e x c e p t i o n s ;  
t h i s  p a r t  o f  the  p r o c e s s  s t i l l  b e in g  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  
some improvement .  The comm it tee  recommend t h i s  
' f i r s t  c h o i c e '  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  o f  a q u a l i t y  n o t  
e a s y  to  be s u r p a s s e d , . . .

Thomas T u c k e r ' s  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  f i r m  was n o t ,  however ,

g r e e t e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  W i l l i a m  Tucker  d i d  n o t  want  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o

e n t e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  Only a f t e r  Benjamin Tucker  p a i d  him an u n s p e c i f i e d

42sum o f  money was Thomas a l l o w e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  f i r m  a s  an a p p r e n t i c e .

By 1830 Thomas was no l o n g e r  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  m e n i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f

a p p r e n t i c e ,  bu t  wanted t o  l e a r n  t h e  " s e c r e t s "  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y .  W i l l i a m

Tucke r  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  and Benjamin i n t e r c e d e d  i n  Thomas ' s  b e h a l f .

Ben jamin  Tucker  w r o t e  t h a t  W i l l i a m ' s  u n k i n d n e s s  t o

. . . t h y  younger  b r o t h e r  h a s  been  w e l l  compensated by 
t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  w h ich  i s  f e l t  by him as  
e v id e n c e d  i n  h i s  i n g e n i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s . . .  and from 
t h e  g e n e r a l  S o l i c i t u d e  which he m a n i f e s t s  f o r  t h e  
p ro m o t io n  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t o r y -

Reproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



21

and I  am e q u a l l y  pe r s u a d e d  Che t ime has  come in  
which  f u r t h e r  in forma c ion  ought  to  be g iv en  him.
He i s  now no l o n g e r  a c h i l d ,  he has  a r r i v e d  to  
t h a t  age i n  which  h i s  mind i s  f u l l y  c a p a b l e  o f  
comprehending  and c o n f i n i n g  to  h i s  own b r e a s t  
e v e r y  s e c r e t  p r o c e s s  o f  the  a r t , . . .  f rom the  
n a t u r e  o f  t hy  engagement  and th e  u n c e r t a i n t y  
o f  l i f e  t h e r e  i s  c a u se  f o r  a n x i e t y  l e a s t  he 
shou ld  be c u t t  o f f  from a knowledge o f  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  b u s i n e s s ;  a f t e r  h a v in g  
d e vo te d  so much o f  h i s  you th  t o  i t s  l a b o r s  as  
t o  d e p r i v e  him o f  t h e  power o f  go ing  to  any 
o t h e r  t r a d e - a  week o r  t e n  days  s i n c e  I  he a rd  
him l a m e n t i n g  t h a t  he was t o t a l l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  
e v e r y  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  and 
w i t h o u t  any p o s s i b l e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  t h y s e l f  
thou  w i l l  g iv e  renewed a n i m a t i o n  to  h i s  e x -  •
e r t i o n s  by c o m p l e t e l y  i n i t i a t i n g  him i n t o  the  
m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h e  a r t ;  so t h a t  no a c c i d e n t  can  
d e p r i v e  him o f  t h e  reward t o  which  he i s  e n ­
t i t l e d . 43

W il l i a m  Tucker  d id  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  a c c e p t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  and

Benjamin r esponded  w i t h  a second r e q u e s t ,  i n  which he s t a t e d :

In  my r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  19 t h a t  th ou  would im p a r t  
t o  my son  Thomas a t  t h i s  t ime a f u l l  and p e r f e c t  
knowledge o f  the  component  p r i n c i p l e s  and p r o ­
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  which  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  t h e  making a p e r f e c t  c h i n a ,  I  had no o t h e r  
v iew s  then  th an  o f  removing  from h i s  mind a 
s o l i c i t u d e  which  I  f e a r e d  would d i s c o u r a g e  h i s  
e x e r t i o n s  i n  p r o m o t in g  thy  i n t e r e s t  and o f  r e ­
moving t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a c c i d e n t  o r  c a s u a l i t y  
f rom p r e v e n t i n g  h i s  a c q u i r i n g  t h a t  knowledge 
r e l a t i v e  t o  the  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o f  c h i n a .  I  d e ­
s ig n e d  him to  l e a r n  i n  p l a c i n g  him to  t h a t  
b u s i n e s s -  But a s  t hou  a r t  a p p r e h e n s i v e  he m igh t  
p o s s i b l y  make an im p r o v id e n t  u s e  o f  such know­
l e d g e  b e f o r e  he i s  twen ty  one y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  
and h a s t  engaged t h e e  t o  g iv e  i t  t o  h im , and 
(by th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e e ) ,  t o  p r e v e n t  
a c c i d e n t s  t h o u  h a s t  y e s t e r d a y  r e c o r d e d  a l l  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  A r t  and p l a c e d  the  
r e c o r d  amongst  t h y  p r i v a t e  p a p e r s  ( a c c e s s i b l e  
i n  c a s e  o f  t hy  d e a t h )  I  am p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s f i e d  
t o  l e t  t h e  m a t t e r  r e s t  w i t h  the  above u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g . 44
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In  1830 W i l l i a m  Tucker  r e c e i v e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  to  move h i s  

o p e r a t i o n s  from P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Kentucky .  On December 4,  

1830,  Benjamin Tucker  w r o t e  t o  J o n a t h a n  F .  Ande rson ,  o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  

and d e c l i n e d  th e  o f f e r ,  b u t  no ted

My son  W i l l i am  E l l i s  Tucker  has  men t ioned  t o  
me a p r o p o s i t i o n  which  he s a y s  he r e c e i v e d  from 
t h e e  on b e h a l f  o f  a company w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a p o r c e l a i n  m a n u f a c t o r y  a t  
L o u i s v i l l e .  But f rom th e  n e c e s s i t y  and a d v a n ta g e  
o f  c o n t i n u i n g  h i s  own e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  t h i s  C i t y  
i t  i s  o u t  o f  h i s  power t o  a c ce de  to  your  p r o p o s a l ,  
t h a t  he has  however  upon the  c o n d i t i o n  o f  r e c e i v ­
ing  $5 ,000  o f f e r e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  s u p e r i n t e n d i n g  
the  p r o c u r r i n g  p r o p e r  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  you ,  and 
s u i t a b l e  m ach inery  a g re e d  t o  i m p a r t  by p r a c t i c a l  
o p e r a t i o n  a t  your  F a c t o r y  t o  a s u i t a b l e  p e r s o n  
o r  p e r s o n s  o f  your  c h o ic e  a f u l l  knowledge o f  
th e  d i f f i c u l t  p r o c e s s  o f  m a n u f a c t o r i n g  American 
p o r c e l a i n  from American m a t e r i a l s .

W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  p r o p o s a l  seems t o  have been an a t t e m p t  t o  b o l s t e r

t h e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  f i n a n c i n g  the  f a c t o r y .  The economic

s t r a i n  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  Benjamin T u c k e r ' s  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s .  In  1830

Benjamin w r o te  t o  Samuel Brooks i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  c o l l e c t  an 1816 d e b t

o f  $105 .24  owed f o r  c r o c k e r y  p u r c h a s e d  from Benjamin T u c k e r ' s  c h ina

s t o r e .  He w r o t e :

. . . f r o m  th e  advances  I  have made f o r  my son 
W i l l i am  and h i s  i m p o r t a n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  f o r  
t h e  m an u f a c tu r e  o f  American  P o r c e l a i n ,  and 
t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  my pwn d e b t s  t h e  r e c o v e r y  
even o f  t h e  above sum [$105.24]  would c o n f e r  
a s e n s i b l e  b e n e f i t . ^

The f i n a n c i a l  p l i g h t  o f  the  f a c t o r y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  1830, prompt ­

i n g  W i l l i a m  to  s e e k  a id  from t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  gove rnm en t .  W i l l i am  

Tucker  w r o t e  t o  P r e s i d e n t  J a c k s o n :
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P e r m i t  me t o  p r e s e n t  the  accompanying smal l  
specimen o f  American p o r c e l a i n ,  m anu fa c tu red  from 
American m a t e r i a l s ,  and made in  p a r t  by American 
workmen who have been t a u g h t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  
b r a n c h e s  o f  the  a r t  i n  my e s t a b l i s h m e n t  s i n c e  
i t  was f i r s t  founded i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  
a f t e r . . . y e a r s  o f  u n c e a s i n g  p e r s o n a l  d e v o t i o n . . .  
i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the  p o l i c y  o f  the  g o v e rn ­
ment  o f  my c o u n t r y  to  g iv e  such encouragement  
t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s  w i l l  e n a b le  me t o  e r e c t  
a f a c t o r y  and b r i n g  the  a r t i c l e  i n t o  more g e n e r a l  
use  t h an  my p r e s e n t  l i m i t e d  f i n a n c e s  w i l l  p e r m i t ,  
i t  w i l l  n o t  o n ly  seem a d i s c o v e r y  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  
wh ich  w i l l  open a new s o u rc e  o f  u s e f u l  and e x ­
t e n s i v e  employment ,  b u t  w i l l  i n  t im e ,  f rom the  
g e n iu s  o f  ou r  American you th  in  the  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  e n a b le  the  Uni ted  S t a t e s  to  
compete  w i t h  F r a n c e  i n  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  the  wor ld  
i n  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  and in  t h e  abandonment  o f  the  
m a n u f a c t u r e . . . .  I  am emboldened t o  p r e s e n t  the  
f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
and w i t h  p rofound  r e s p e c t  submi t  t o  your  s u p e r i o r  
wisdom 6c judgment  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  i t  as  you s ense  
o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the  c o u n t r y  may j u s t i f y ,  v i z ,
In  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  twen ty  thousand  d o l l a r s  b e in g  
s e rv e d  t o  me by C o n g r e s s ,  I  w i l l  bind  m y s e l f  t o  
im p a r t  t o  t h e  Government o f  the  U n i ted  S t a t e s  
a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  sum a comple te  and p e r f e c t  
knowledge o f  e v e r y  b ranch  o f  my b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  American  P o r c e l a i n ,  so t h a t  the 
d i s c o v e r y  s h a l l  f o r  e v e r  be s e cu re d  to  the  c o u n t r y . ^

P r e s i d e n t  J a c k s o n  r e j e c t e d  the  o f f e r  on th e  g rounds  t h a t  i t  was

A o
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a id  a p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s .

On J a n u a r y  31,  1831 b o th  W i l l i a m  Tucke r  and Benjamin Tucke r

w r o t e  l e t t e r s  t o  Gene ra l  Mark and G ene ra l  B e r n a rd ,  the  S e n a to r s  f rom

P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  and t o  Judge  J o s e p h  Hemphil l  and J o s e p h  S u t h e r l a n d  o f  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  l e t t e r  conveyed

. . . a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  C o n g re s s ,  t h a t  i f  they  would g iv e  
me $40 ,000  t o  e n a b le  me t o  p u t  up a handsome manu­
f a c t o r y ,  and t o  i n c r e a s e  my b u s i n e s s  I  would convey 
t o  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s ,  a com ple te  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the
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d i f f i c u l t  a r t  o f  making p o r c e l a i n ,  so as  t o  
s e c u r e  f o r  e v e r  the  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  
t o  o u r  c o u n t r y . ^

T h i s  o f f e r  was a l s o  d e c l i n e d .

The l e t t e r  t o  J o s e p h  H em phil l  p roduced  t h e  on ly  p r o f i t a b l e  

r e s u l t .  He became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f i r m  and bough t  a p a r t n e r s h i p  

f o r  h i s  so n ,  A l e x a n d e r  W i l l s  H e m p h i l l ,  on May 31,  1 8 3 1 . A n o t a t i o n  

i n  t h e  l e t t e r  book o f  Benjamin p u c k e r  r e p o r t s :  " W i l l i a m  E l l i s  Tucker

in fo rmed  me he ha s  e n t e r e d  i n t o ' p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  A l e x a n d e r  Hem phil l  

w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  J u d g e  H e m p h i l l .

Of t h e  t h r e e  p a r t n e r s ,  J o s e p h  H em phil l  was t h e  mos t  i n f l u e n -

52t i a l .  His  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  s e v en  th o usa nd  d o l l a r s  p r o v id e d  t h e  means

to  p e r m i t  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  

53p r o d u c t i o n .  The ag re e m e n t  p r o v id e d  t h a t

J o s e p h  H em phil l  o f  the  s a i d  c i t y ,  E s q u i r e  and 
W i l l i a m  E l l i s  Tucker  o f  t h e  s a i d  c i t y  P o r c e l a i n  
M a n u f a c t u r e r . . .  I n  e q u a l  m o i e t i e s  a s  t e n a n t s  i n  
common and n o t  a s  j o i n t  t e n a n t s  a l l  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
l o t  o r  p i e c e  o f  ground s i t u a t e  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  
o f  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  and on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
S c h u y l k i l l  S t r e e t  and on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
S c h u y l k i l l  6 t h  s t r e e t  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

The q u a l i t y  o f  p o r c e l a i n  produced  d u r i n g  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  was n o t e d  i n

t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  awards o f  1831.  The j u d g e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e

B e a u t i f u l  d i s p l a y  o f  p o r c e l a i n  ware by M e s s r s .
Tucker  and H e m p h i l l ,  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  show 
t h a t  t h i s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  h i g h  
r e p u t a t i o n  which  th e y  have  a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d  
and f u l l y  j u s t i f y  the  encomiums and m eda l s  
awarded t o  them a t  o u r  fo rm e r  e x h i b i t i o n  
( h o n o r a b l e  m e n t i o n ) .
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While  Benjamin Tucker  was p l e a s e d  to  welcome Jo s e p h  Hemphi l l

a s  a much-needed  p a r t n e r ,  he d id  n o t  want  W i l l i a m  Tucke r  t o  f o r g e t  h i s

o b l i g a t i o n  to  h i s  b r o t h e r  Thomas. A l e t t e r ,  d a t e d  May 20 ,  1831,  began ,

My d e a r  Son Wm E l l i s  Tucker  
I f  t hou  h a i  no t  a l r e a d y  i t  w i l l  be p r o p e r  
p r e v i o u s  t o  making a c l o s e  o f  th y  s t a t e m e n t  
t o  Judge  H e m p h i l l ,  t o  l e t  him know t h a t  i n  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a co m p e n s a t io n  a l l o w e d  t h e e ,  
th o u  a r t  o b l i g e d  t o  i n i t i a t e  thy  b r o t h e r  
Thomas i n t o  a l l  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  and t h e  a r t  o f  
a p e r f e c t  p o r c e l a i n  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  w i t h  an e n ­
gagement  t o  t a k e  him i n t o  t h e  c o n c e r n .

The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  the  T ucke r  f a c t o r y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  s o lv e n c y  and

s u c c e s s  was g r e a t l y  improved ,  b u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  was s h o r t  l i v e d .  On

Augus t  22 ,  1832,  W i l l i a m - E l l i s  d i e d .  P o u l s o n ' s  American D a i ly  Adver ­

t i s e r  p r i n t e d  a s h o r t  o b i t u a r y :

DIED, on th e  22nd i n s t  a t  4 o ' c l o c k ,  A.M.
o f  R e m i t t i n g  F e v e r ,  i n  t h e  33rd y e a r  o f
h i s  age WILLIAM ELLIS TUCKER, P o r c e l a i n
M a n u f a c t u r e r .  His  f r i e n d s  and t h o s e  o f  h i s
f a t h e r ' s  f a m i ly  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n v i t e d
t o  a t t e n d  h i s  f u n e r a l  f rom th e  r e s i d e n c e
o f  h i s  f a t h e r  No. 44 n o r t h  F i f t h  S t r e e t

S7t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  a t  4 o ' c l o c k .

In  h i s  l a s t  w i l l  and t e s t a m e n t  W i l l i a m  Tucke r  l e f t  h i s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  

P e r t h  Amboy c l a y  beds

. . . t o  my p a r t n e r  A l e x a n d e r  H em phil l  and 
h i s  f a t h e r  J o s e p h  H em phil l  Esq.  o r  t o  
e i t h e r  o f  them a s  may be d i r 4 c t e d  by the  
s a i d  J o s e p h  Hem ph i l l .

J o s e p h  H em phil l  became t h e  l e g a l  owner  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  and i t s  o u t l e t

s t o r e ,  w h i l e  Benjamin Tucker  r e t a i n e d  t h e  e x e c u t o r ' s  r i g h t s  t o  t h e

f a c t o r y .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  W i l l i a m ' s  d e a t h ,  t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  awarded
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an h o n o r a b l e  m en t ion  to

J o s e p h  Hemphil l  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  
No 76, v a r i o u s  samples  o f  American p o r c e l a i n ,  
i n  the  mould ing  and g l a z i n g  o f  which g r e a t  
improvement  has  been made s i n c e  the  l a s t  e x ­
h i b i t i o n ;  t h e  body o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  c o n s i d ­
e r a b l y  e q u a l ,  i f  n o t  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  the  
i m p o r t e d . ^

While  t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  acknowledged the  s o l e  ow nersh ip

o f  Judge  H e m p h i l l ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1833 t h a t  he assumed comple te

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y .  On t h a t  d a t e  Hemphi l l  p a id  t e n  thousand

d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  W i l l i a m  Tucker  f o r  W i l l i a m ' s  s h a r e  o f  the  

60f a c t o r y .  Thomas Tucker  was r e t a i n e d  by Hemphil l  as  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .

A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  A l e x a n d e r  Hemphil l  i n  1833, Judge  Hemphil l  b ro u g h t

h i s  second s o n ,  R o b e r t  Coleman H e m p h i l l ,  i n t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  La c k ing

an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  t h e  younge r  Hemphil l  was

a p a r t n e r  i n  name o n l y .  A l though  Thomas Tucker  was an employee o f

H e m p h i l l ,  he assumed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  p r o d u c t i o n .  The f a c t o r y

c o n t i n u e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  1837 and p o r c e l a i n  was e n t e r e d  i n  the

61F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  o f  b o th  1835 and 1836.

I n  1835,  t h e  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  f a c t o r y ,  by an  a c t  o f  t h e  

P e n n s y lv a n i a  Assembly ,  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  the  American P o r c e l a i n  

Company. The a r t i c l e s  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  p rov ided  t h a t

. . .  The s a i d  company i n  t h e  name and s t y l e  
o f  t h e  American p o r c e l a i n  Company . . . s h a l l  
have t h e  f u r t h e r  r i g h t  . . .  t o  r e n t  o r  p u r c h a s e ,  
i n  f e e  s i m p l e ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f a c t o r y  and house 
a d j o i n i n g ,  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  S c h u y l k i l l  S i x t h  
and C h e s t n u t  s t r e e t s ,  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l ­
p h i a ,  w i t h  such  o t h e r  ground a s  may be deemed 
n e c e s s a r y ,  a l s o  t o  p u r c h a s e  and h o l d ,  a s
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a f o r e s a i d ,  q u a r r i e s  o f  f e l d s p a r ,  beds o f  
k a o l i n  and c l a y  and to  p r o c u r e  e v e ry  
m a t e r i a l  used in  the  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o f  
P o r c e l a i n ,  e i t h e r  p l a i n ,  w h i t e  o r  d e c o r a t e d  
w i t h  p a i n t i n g s  and g i l d i n g ,  and a l l  the  
m a c h i n e r y ,  a p p a r a t u s ,  t o o l s ,  and u t e n s i l s  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  above p u r p o s e ,  and t o  em­
p loy  a l l  such workmen, t r a d e s m e n ,  p a i n t e r s ,  
g i l d e r s  and o t h e r  a r t i s t s  o f  e v e ry  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  t h a t  may be n e c e s s a r y  to  c a r r y  on the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  . . .  t h ey  s h a l l  have th e  r i g h t  
t o  p u r c h a s e  the  American  P o r c e l a i n  on hand
a t  t h e  above f a c t o r y ,  w h e t h e r  f i n i s h e d  o r  in

69an u n f i n i s h e d  s t a t e .

Thomas Tucker  was employed a s  the  f a c t o r y  manager  f o r  t h e  new 

c o n c e r n ,  b u t  f o r  a payment  o f  f i v e  thousand  d o l l a r s  he c o n t r a c t e d  to  

d i s c l o s e  t h e  " s e c r e t s "  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s ,  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  and m i x t u r e s  f o r  

t h e  m a n u f a c tu r e  o f  p o r c e l a i n .  He f u r t h e r  c o n t r a c t e d  t h a t  f o r  a p e r i o d  

o f  f i v e  y e a r s  he would n o t  d i v u l g e  the  s e c r e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  any o t h e r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  f a c t o r i e s . ^

P e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  demands on the  v a r i o u s  s t o c k h o l d e r s  p r e ­

v e n te d  th e  a c t u a l  f o rm a t i o n  o f  t h e  new c o m p a n y . ^  J o s e p h  H e m p h i l l ' s  

g rowing  f i n a n c i a l  problems f o rc e d  him t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  e x p e n s iv e  

p o r c e l a i n  f a c t o r y .  In  O c t o b e r ,  1837,  the  f a c t o r y  was l e a s e d  to  

Thomas Tucker  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  s i x  months .  A c t u a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

p o r c e l a i n  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a y e a r .  Beg inn ing  in  1837,  Thomas s o ld  t h o s e  

wares  a t  h i s  new c h in a  s t o r e ,  l o c a t e d  a t  100 C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t . I n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  he made, Thomas so ld  impor ted  European  c h i n a .  

His  t r a d e  c a r  r e a d :

THOMAS TUCKER
IMPORTER OF
FRENCH PORCELAIN & ENGLISH CHINA
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NO. 100 CHESTNUT STREET 
PHILADELPHIA66

I n  1841 Thomas s o ld  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  the  c h ina  s t o r e  a t  p u b l i c  

a u c t i o n  and e n t e r e d  t h e  c o t t o n  b u s i n e s s  which he pursued  u n t i l  h i s  

d e a t h  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  J u l y ,  1890.  Tucker  f a m i ly  t r a d i t i o n  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  Thomas ' s  w i f e ,  Mary E a rp ,  whom he m a r r i e d  i n  1838,  d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  

t h e  p o r c e l a i n  b u s i n e s s  and pe rsuaded  him t o  r e t i r e  from i t s  m an u fa c tu re  

and s a l e .

The o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  ended a f t e r  a p e r i o d  o f  

tw e lve  y e a r s  o f  m o d e r a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  commerc ial  p r o d u c t i o n .  The 

f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  Tucke r  f a c t o r y  can  be t r a c e d  to  many c a u s e s :  the

t a r i f f  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  1825-1833,  which  r e s u l t e d  i n  s t r o n g  

c o m p e t i t i o n  from impor ted  p o r c e l a i n s ,  the  d e a t h s  o f  W i l l i a m  and Ben­

j a m in  T u c k e r ,  and th e  bank f a i l u r e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  1833-1837.

I n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  S e n a to r  Smith o f  Maryland i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  f o r

t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  d u t i e s  on a l l  impor ted  c h in a  and p o r c e l a i n .  America,n

p o t t e r y  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  such a s  the  Tucker  f a c t o r y ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  such  a

p r o v i s i o n  would d e s t r o y  th e  m arke t  i n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  d o m e s t i c

p o r c e l a i n .  A l e t t e r  t o  S e n a t o r  Bernard  s t a t e s  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  view:

I  o b s e rv e  t h a t  c h ina  o r  P o r c e l a i n  has  been 
enumerated  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  a r t i c l e s  b ro u g h t  
b e f o r e  the  S ena te  by Mr. Smith o f  Maryland 
f o r  t h e  pu rp o se  o f  e f f e c t i n g  a r e d u c t i o n  o f  
d u t y .  P e r m i t  m e . . .  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  such a 
m easure  would c o m p l e t e l y  d e s t r o y  my b u s i n e s s  
and c ru s h  my e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 6^

Tucker  d e s i r e d  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  twen ty  p e r  c e n t  t a r i f f  on impor ted

p o r c e l a i n  be r a i s e d . 6** Al though  th e  a t t e m p t  t o  l i f t  t h e  d u t i e s  was n o t

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



29

s u c c e s s f u l ,  a p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  f o r  American  c e ra m i c s  was n o t  e n a c t e d .  

Tucker  cou ld  n o t  f i n a n c i a l l y  compete  w i t h  the  European  goods because  

h i s  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  were  h i g h e r  t h an  t h o s e  o f  the  l a r g e r  European 

f a c t o r i e s .  A l s o ,  a s  Abraham M i l l e r  had p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  European  

f a c t o r i e s  cou ld  a f f o r d  t o ,  and d i d ,  u n d e r s e l l  t h e  American  p r o d u c t .

The r e s u l t s  o f  such  c o m p e t i t i o n  a r e  o b v i o u s .

As th e  dominan t  f o r c e  and m a j o r  p a r t n e r  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  from i t s  

i n c e p t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1833,  Benjamin  Tucker  p r o v id e d  c a p i t a l ,  

o b t a i n e d  p a r t n e r s ,  i n i t i a t e d  f a c t o r y  b i l l s  and c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  and 

p r o v id e d  v i t a l  m ora l  s u p p o r t  and e n c o u ra g e m e n t .

The f i n a l  d e a t h  blow to  t h e  f a i l i n g  f a c t o r y  came i n  the  f i n a n ­

c i a l l y  c h a o t i c  p e r i o d  o f  1833-1837.  With t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  r e c h a r t e r -  

i n g  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s  Bank and the  e v e n t u a l  bank d e b a c l e s  o f  1833 

and 1835,  many P h i l a d e l p h i a n s  s u s t a i n e d  heavy  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s e s .

J o s e p h  H em phil l  was f i n a n c i a l l y  r u i n e d .  The p o r c e l a i n  f a c t o r y  was an 

e x p e n s i v e  hobby i n s t e a d  o f  a l u c r a t i v e  i n v e s t m e n t .

The Tucker  f a c t o r y ,  wh ich began  on a shaky f i n a n c i a l  f o u n d a t i o n ,  

ended i n  f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r .  I t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  a company so o v e r ­

whelmed w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s e s  d u r i n g  much o f  i t s  tw e lv e  y e a r  h i s t o r y  

cou ld  have produced such  a s i z e a b l e  q u a n t i t y  o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y  p o r c e l a i n .  

C r e d i t  f o r  t h e s e  s u c c e s s e s  must  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  f o r e s i g h t ,  t a l e n t ,  and 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  f o u r  men - -  W i l l i a m  E l l i s  T u c k e r ,  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  

Thomas T u c k e r ,  and J o s e p h  H e m p h i l l .
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MATERIALS AND FORMULAE OF TUCKER PORCELAIN

S u c c e s s f u l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  " t r u e "  p o r c e l a i n  r e q u i r e s  the  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  two i n g r e d i e n t s  -  k a o l i n  and f e l d s p a r .  K a o l i n  ( o r  

c h in a  c l a y ) ,  which  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  body o f  the  p o r c e l a i n ,  r e s u l t s  

f rom th e  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  g r a n i t i c  r o c k  ( s i l i c a  and a lum ina  a r e  i t s  

c h i e f  i n g r e d i e n t s ) . ^  F e l d s p a r  f u r n i s h e s  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  w i t h  i t s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  v i t r e o u s  q u a l i t y  and t r a n s l u c e n c y . A t t e m p ts  t o  l o c a t e  

and a c q u i r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  and l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e  raw m a t e r i a l s  f o r  

t h e  T ucke r  f a c t o r y  were  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  f o u r  most  c o n v e n i e n t  s t a t e s  - -
O

P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  D e la w a re ,  New J e r s e y ,  and New York.

P e n n s y l v a n i a  was t h e  m a jo r  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  k a o l i n  used in  the  

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 2 0 ' s ,  w h i l e  d i g g i n g  

p o s t  h o l e s  on h i s  f a rm ,  I s r a e l  Hoopes,  a West C h e s t e r  f a r m e r ,  d i s -
O

c ove re d  a w h i t e  c l a y  which proved  t o  be a good q u a l i t y  c h in a  c l a y .  

W i l l i a m  Tucke r  became aware o f  t h e  c l a y  and l e a s e d  a s e c t i o n  o f  

H o o p e s ' s  farm which c o n t a i n e d  t h e  k a o l i n .  The ag re e m e n t  be tween  

Hoopes and T u c k e r ,  e x e c u te d  in  1831,  p r o v id e d  f o r  a f i f t e e n - y e a r  

l e a s e  a t  a c o s t  o f  two hundred d o l l a r s . ^  The k a o l i n  d e p o s i t s  were 

l o c a t e d  on a t h r e e  t o  f o u r  a c r e  s e c t i o n  o f  l and  enumera ted  i n  t h e  

l e a s e  a g r e e m e n t .

30
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I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  b e f o r e  1831, t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  p u r ­

chased  the  c l a y  from Hoopes,  bu t  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  made t h i s  

s im p le  s a l e s  agreem en t  u n a c c e p t a b l e .  An unda ted  no te  i n  W il l i am  

T u c k e r ' s  Day Book, w r i t t e n  p r i o r  to  1831,  s t a t e s  t h a t  a sample o f  

West C h e s t e r  k a o l i n  was

. . . h a n d e d  us  by Mr. Bird r.1 Belongs t o  Mr. Hoopes
C h e s t e r  County 12 m i l e s  f rom Wilmington  n e a r  the
Delaware l i n e  p r i c e  $125 f o r  f i v e  wagon l o a d , ^

By 1831,  e x pa nd ing  o p e r a t i o n s  must  have made Tucker  aware t h a t  a p u r ­

c h a se  o r  l e a s e  o f  the  k a o l i n  beds would be more c o n v e n ie n t  and l e s s  

e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  by t h e  wagon l o a d .

While  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  k a o l i n  u t i l i z e d  in  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

Tucke r  p o r c e l a i n  came from th e  farm o f  I s r a e l  Hoopes, o t h e r  e n t r i e s  

i n  t h e  day  books o f  W i l l i a m  Tucker  and Thomas Tucker  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  

f a c t o r y  c o n s i d e r e d  o t h e r  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  a s  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  f o r  raw 

m a t e r i a l s .  The b r i e f  e n t r i e s  a r e  i n  the  form o f  n o t e s  and r e m i n d e r s  

f o r  f u r t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  a s  p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n g r e d ­

i e n t s  .

An e n t r y  i n  the  Day Book o f  Thomas Tucke r  s u g g e s t s  a p o s s i b l e  

s o u r c e  f o r  k a o l i n :

White  k a o l i n  -  Jo h n  P e n n i n g to n  West Grove iondon Grove
tow nsh ip  C h e s t e r  County Penn.  West Grove P o s t  O f f i c e
J u l y  1837 a p p e a r s  t o  be v e r y  good .^

The s e a r c h  f o r  raw m a t e r i a l s  a l s o  b r o u g h t  W i l l i a m  i n t o  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  o t h e r  p o t t e r s .  His  Day Book r e c o r d s  a p o s s i b l e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Jo h n  

V i c k e r s ,  t h e  p o t t e r .  Whe ther  t h e  two men a c t u a l l y  met  o r  exchanged
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i d e a s  i s  o n ly  s p e c u l a t i v e ,  b u t  Tucker  was aware o f  the  V i c k e r s  p r o ­

d u c t i o n  and th e  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  raw m a t e r i a l s .  W i l l i a m  Tucker  w r o t e :

C h a r l e s  Lawrence t o l d  Mr. M a t t e r s  t h a t  Mr.
V i c k e r s  a p o t t e r  n e a r  Downingtown on the  
L a n c a s t e r  Road t h a t  knew o f  a c l a y  o r  sands  
t h a t  would f u se  i n  a common P o t t e r ' s  k i l n .

A no th e r  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  i n  P e n n s y lv a n i a  i s

r e c o r d e d  in  t h e  Day Book. The e n t r y  s t a t e s :

A Gentleman Informed me i n  Middletown Township 
Delaware County ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  on a P l a c e  owned 
By Abner  Malen t h e r e  was f e l t  s p a r  s i c

The o n ly  o t h e r  e n t r y  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  P e n n s y lv a n i a

raw m a t e r i a l s  a p p e a r s  t o  have been  th e  r e s u l t  o f  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  own

e f f o r t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  the  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  a t h i r d  p a r t y .  The e n t r y  s t a t e s :

have my s e l f  WT [ W i l l i a m  Tucke£] by th e  Darby 
road  n e a r  Darby on the  l e f t  hand s i d e  g o in g -  
i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  kaolin. '*'®

While  t h e  f i r s t  m a jo r  i n g r e d i e n t  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n ,  k a o l i n ,  

was p r i n c i p a l l y  o b t a i n e d  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  the  second m ajo r  i n g r e d i e n t ,  

f e l d s p a r ,  was o b t a i n e d  i n  De laware .  W i l l i a m  Tucker  pu rcha se d  a f e l d ­

s p a r  q u a r r y  l o c a t e d  on t h e  farm o f  J a c o b  Way n e a r  W i lming ton .  The deed 

was e x e c u te d  i n  1827.  Fo r  a sum o f  two hundred  and s e v e n t y  d o l l a r s  

W i l l i a m  Tucker  a c q u i r e d ,  " f o u r  a c r e s  one q u a r t e r  and two p e r c h e s  o f  

l a n d . " 11

A s i n g l e  s h e e t  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Tucker  p a p e r s  p r o v i d e s  

d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  f e l d s p a r  q u a r r y .  Under  t h e  h e a d i n g ,  " J a c o b  Way -  

C h r i s t i a n a  Hundred New C a s t l e  County S t a t e  o f  Delaware -  a b o u t  6 m i l e s
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from W i l m i n g t o n . " ,  t h e  e n t r y  r e a d s :

You go to  W i lm ing ton ,  then  t a k e  t h e  main s t r e e t  c o n t i n u e  
o u t  u n t i l  you come to  t h e  p o s t  t h i s  s i d e  o f  the  Brandy­
w i n e -  t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t  and c o n t i n u e  o u t  the  t u r n p i k e  a bou t  
4 m i l e s  u n t i l  you come t o  a whee l  w r i g h t  shop t h e n  t u r n  
t o  t h e  l e f t  and c o n t i n u e  f o r  a b o u t  one o r  two m i l e s  
wh ich  w i l l  l ead  you to  J a c o b  Way's  farm.

Edwin A t l e e  B a r b e r ,  a u t h o r  o f  P o t t e r y  and P o r c e l a i n  o f  the  

U n i ted  S t a t e s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  on O c to b e r  23 ,  1826,  Tucker  a l s o  p u r ­

chased  f o u r  a c r e s  o f  l and  which c o n t a i n e d  a f e l d s p a r  q u a r r y  from 

A le x a n d e r  Dixon o f  New C a s t l e  County ,  D e law are .  The Tucker  f a m i ly  

p a p e r s  c o n t a i n  no m en t io n  o f  t h a t  t r a n s a c t i o n .  The o n ly  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

t h e  Dixon q u a r r y  i s  i n  t h e  Formula and P r i c e  Book o f  Thomas Tucke r .  

The n o t a t i o n  i s :

Mess.  Tucker  and Hem phil l  Spar  q u a r r y  i s  on J a c o b  
Ways farm Six m i l e s  f rom Wilmington  Mr. Dicksons  £ s i c j  
farm o p p o s i t e  t o  J a c o b  Ways c o n t a i n s  a l a r g e  q u a r r y  
o f  f e l d s p a r . ^

The m a jo r  s o u r c e  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  i n  New J e r s e y  was l o c a t e d

n e a r  P e r t h  Amboy. A b l u e  c l a y  o r  f i r e  c l a y  was o b t a i n e d  from t h e  farm

o f  Jo h n  F l o o d . ^  R e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  farm and t h e  s a l e s  agreem en t  i s  i n

t h e  L a s t  W i l l  and T e s ta m en t  o f  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ,  who w r o t e :

. . . o n e  h a l f  o f  a c e r t a i n  l o t  o f  l and  c o n t a i n i n g  
one a c r e  more o r  l e s s  s i t u a t e d  i n  Mutton Hollow 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  New J e r s e y ,  p u r c h a s e d  by John  N.
Bi rd  and m y s e l f ,  o f  Jo h n  F lood and E l i z a b e t h  h i s  
Wife .  The Deed f o r  which  was e n tended  t o  be r e ­
co rded  i n  M id d le s ex  c l e r k s  O f f i c e  on th e  2nd o f  
A p r i l  1826 .^5

Thomas T u c k e r ' s  n o t e b o o k  p r o v i d e s  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h i s  

s o u r c e  when he w r i t e s :
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Blue Clay  on F l o o d s  farm f o u r  m i l e s  from 
P e r t h  Amboy i s  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  the  
c l a y  b e d s . ^

O the r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u t i l i z i n g  s o u r c e s  

o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  i n  New J e r s e y  can be found i n  t h e  Day Book o f  

W i l l i a m  T u c k e r .  The r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  i n  t h e  form o f  s k e t c h y  n o t e s .  The 

f i r s t  e n t r y  i s  concerned  w i t h  Samuel G. W r i g h t ,  a P h i l a d e l p h i a  mer­

c h a n t .  ^  The e n t r y  s t a t e s ,  "Samuel G. W r ig h t  ha s  p u r c h a s e d  Land i n

18New J e r s e y  s a i d  t o  have  f i n e  C lay  i n  i t . "  L a t e r  Tucke r  n o t e d :

Clay  m en t io ned  by Samuel G. W righ t  S ix  m i l e s
from s o u t h  Amboy on th e  t u r n p i k e  t h e r e  i s  a
T a v e rn  James Brown k e e p e r  -  e n q u i r e  f o r
A r r a r a t  Creek  on Montgomery 's  o r  W r ig h t  saw
M i l l  -  t h e  Clay i s  on th e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e

19pond D a rke r  c l a y  a t  Amboy burns  W hi te .

" S a id  t o  be f i n e  c l a y  a t  Borden town" ,  i s  t h e  n e x t  e n t r y  i n

20W il l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  n o t e b o o k .  A p p a r e n t l y  he  e x p e r im e n te d  w i t h  t h i s

Bordentown c l a y ;  h i s  Day Book c o n t a i n s  t h e  n o t e :  " C la y  o b t a i n e d  by me

21from Bordentown 1 / 4  o r  1 /5  s i l a x . "

New York was a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  f a c t o r y .

Heavy f l o o d i n g  i n  1830 i n  t h e  West  C h e s t e r ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  a r e a  f o rc e d

W i l l i a m  Tucker  t o  o b t a i n  k a o l i n  from th e  Sa lam ander  Works i n  New York

C i t y .  The l e t t e r  book o f  Benjamin Tucker  c o n t a i n s  numerous c o r r e s -

22pondence  w i t h  t h e  Sa lamander  Works t h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  y e a r .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a d v i c e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  

W i l l i a m  Tucke r  r e c e i v e d  numerous s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  " r e c e i p t s "  

and f o r m u l a e .  These s u g g e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  c e ra m ic  b o d i e s ,  g l a z e s ,  and

Reproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



35

e n a m e ls .  I n  1827 he r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  f rom a P h i l a d e l p h i a  m e r c h a n t ,

W i l l i a m  Boyd. The l e t t e r  t y p i f i e s  t h e  a d v i c e  o f f e r e d  to  T uc ke r .

Boyd 's  l e t t e r  b e g in s  w i t h  t h e  n o t a t i o n :

y e l lo w  -  Naples  y e l low
Green f o r  e d g ing  -  Copper  c a l c i n e d  and
mixed w i t h  cream c o l o r e d  g l a z e

Mr. W. E. Tucker
The above was communicated t o  me some y e a r s  

ago when I  v i s i t e d  t h e  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  P o t t e r i e s ,  
by a p r a c t i c a l  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  and i f  t h e  h i n t s  
a r e  any way s e r v i c e a b l e  t o  you o r  yo u r  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  i t  w i l l  g i v e  me g r e a t  p l e a s u r e .  We
a r e  so d e p e n d en t  on f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  f o r  ou r  
s u p p l i e s  o f  p o r c e l a i n  and E a r th e n w a r e s  t h a t  
any e x e r t i o n s  shou ld  be made t o  p r o c u r e  t h e s e  
a r t i c l e s  f rom d o m e s t i c  s o u r c e s  I  am happy t o  
f i n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  you have made a t  your  
m a n u f a c t o r y  n e a r  S c h u y l k i l l  i s  p r o d u c i n g  f i n e  
spec im ens  o f  China t o  be o f  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  
and I  hope w i l l  p r o f i t a b l y  reward  you f o r  your  
a t t e n t i o n  and p e r s e r v e r e n c e  i n  so i n t e r e s t i n g  
a b u s i n e s s .
P h i l a d e l p h i a  March 1 4 t h ,  1827

Wm B o y d ^

F u r t h e r  a d v i c e  a ppeared  i n  an anonymous memorandum to  T ucke r :

M a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  P o r c e l a i n  n e a r  S c h u y l k i l l  
Memorandum o f  t h e  m i x t u r e  o f  Clays  & c i n  
t h e  m a n u f a c tu r e  o f  E a r thenw are -com m unica ted  
by a S t a f f o r d s h i r e  P o t t e r  

Cream c o lo r e d  body 
The Clay  i s  mixed w i t h  w a t e r  u n t i l  a p i n t  
o f  t h e  wash ( c a l l e d  by th e  p o t t e r s  s l i p ) 
w i l l  we igh  24 o z .  I t  i s  t h e n  s i f t e d  
t h r o u g h  a f i n e  Lawn. To e v e ry  5 G a l lo n s  
o f  t h i s  wash p u t  1 g a l l o n  o f  f l i n t ,  t h e  
p i n t  i s  t o  weigh  32 o z .  t h e  whole  i s  t h e n  
s i f t e d  a second t i m e ,  p u t  upon th e  s l i p  
k i l n  and d r i e d  t o  the  s t a t e  o f  c l a y .
The Clay  f o r  p r i n t e d  ware  i s  p r e p a r e d  i n  
t h e  same manner, a s  above b u t  p r e v i o u s l y  
t o  p u t t i n g  th e  f l i n t  t o  t h e  wash add t o  
e v e r y  5 G a l lo n s  o f  cream c o l o r e d  wash 1 
G a l lo n  o f  c h in a  c l a y  w ash ,  t h e  p i n t  t o
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weigh  24 oz and a f t e r w a r d s  add to e v e r y  
4 g a l l o n s  o f  t h i s  wash ,  1 Ga l lon  o f  F l i n t  
( o f  n e c e s s i t y  ground)

To make Cream c o l o r ' d  g l a z e  
114 l b s  d r i e d  L i t l i a r a g e  o r  

w h i t e  l e a d  
50 l b s  Cornwal l  s t o n e  ground 

and d r i e d  
22 l b s  F l i n t  Do Do 

P r i n t e d  Glaze
60 l b s  Lead (w h i te )
34 l b s .  C ornw a l l  s t o n e  
11 l b s  F l i n t
10 l b s .  Blue t i n g e  wads w i t h  

t h e  g l a c e s  o f  Zaphers  
G l a s s ,  r e d  l e a d ,  and 
m e l t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  
g l a z i n g  k i l n ,  ground and 
d r i e d .  The Blue p a i n t  
i n  t h e  Ca lx  o f  Z a f f r e ,  
p r o c u r r e d  from Saxony,  
th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  which  
c h e m i s t s  a r e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h .

A d d i t i o n a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  creamware ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e

Tucker  f a c t o r y ,  a r e  found i n  W i l l i am  T u c k e r ' s  Day Book i n  a memorandum

t i t l e d  "Some rem arks  made by Wedgwood a s  cop ied  from Wm R o tc he s  l e t t e r . "

A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  memorandum, Wedgwood remarked t o  R o tc he s  t h a t

F l i n t  used  i n  making Queens ware  must  be 
from Beds i f  exposed  t o  the  a i r  t h ey  would 
n o t  a n s w e r - a d m i t t i n g  t h e  c l a y  t o  be v e r y  
f i n e  and tough  & t h e  f l i n t  good to  d e t e r m i n e  
th e  p o r p o r t i o n s  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  n o t h i n g
b u t  long  e x p e r i e n c e  can t e a c h  a man t h a t
knowledge and even w i t h  an e x p e r i e n c e d  man 
t h e y  somet imes l o o s e  an  oven f u l l  o f  w a r e ,  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  Clay  w i l l  be so d i f f e r e n t  i n  
t h e  same p o t  i n . t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t r a t a  t h a t  no 
p r o p o r t i o n  c a n  be d e s c r i b e d .  There i s  some 
k i n d s  o f  c l a y  t h a t  r e q u i r e  a s  much a s  1 /3  
F l i n t .  The use  o f  t h e  F l i n t  i s  to  b r e a k  
o r  ba c k  t h e  g r a i n  o f  t h e  c l a y  & t o  g iv e  t h e  
f i n e  h a rd  body and c o n s i s t e n c y  t o  t h e  w are -  
and i n  a few i n c h e s  from t h a t  kind o f  c l a y  
t h e r e  may be a n o t h e r  q u a l i t y  which 1 /3  p a r t

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



37

F l in t :  would b r e a k  i n t o  a thousand  p i e c e s  
i n  t h e  o v e n . - , .  I f  to  sm a l l  a p o r t i o n  o f  
f l i n t  be used the ware a p p e a r s  rayed
th e  c o l o u r i n g  i m p e r fe c t  & some p a r t s  o f
i t  o f  a c o a r s e  po rus  s u b s t a n c e .  the  p r o ­
p e r  t i o n s  v a r y  from 1 / 3  to  1 /8  more g e n e r a l l y  
1 / 5 .  The f l i n t  i s  t o  be b u r n t  i n  a k i l n  l i k e  
l i m e s t o n e  th e n  ground w i th  s t o n e s  i n  w a t e r  
v e ry  l i q u i d  a f t e r  t h e  c l a y  and F l i n t  a r e  made
a t h i n  l i q u i d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  th e y  a r e  mixed in
due p r o p o r t i o n s  found n e c e s s a r y  a c c o r d i n g  to 
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  the c l a y .  A f t e r  b e in g  w e l l  
mixed they  a r e  p a s se d  th rough  the  f i n e s t  
s i l k  Lawn so f i n e  t h a t  they  a r e  many 
thousand  h o l e s  i n  one s q u a r e  inch  a f t e r  
t h i s  i t  i s  supposed s u f f i c i e n t l y  f i n e  & 
i s  then  p l a c e d  on l a r g e  p l a t e s ,  unde r  
which  a r e  a p p l i e d  f i r e s  to  e v a p o r a t e  the  
w a t e r  u n t i l  i t  has  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n s i s t e n c y  
to  be formed on the  w he e l .  The b e s t  g l a s i n g  
f o r  the  ware i s  f o u r  p a r t s  o f  w h i t e  l e a d  and 
one p a r t  f l i n t  w e l l  mixed.

The formula books o f  W i l l i a m  T ucke r  and Thomas Tucke r  c o n t a i n

hund reds  o f  r e c i p e s  f o r  ce ram ic  b o d i e s ,  e n a m e ls ,  and g l a z e s .  The

Day Book o f  W i l l i a m  Tucker  beg in s  w i t h  t h i s  r e c i p e  fo r  creamware .  The

p r e f e r r e d  creamware formula  was t ake n  " f rom  Wm S h u f f l e b o t t o m ' s Book."

The fo rm ula  c o n s i s t e d  o f

2 l b .  b lu e  Clay 
•2 l b . F i n e  w h i t e  c l a y  
2 do F l i n t
4 do Com pos i t io n  s t o n e  
4 do B o n e s ^

and

No2
1 l b  Blue Clay 
1 l b  F in e  White  Clay 
6 l b  Com pos i t ion  s to:  

, k  l b .  Bones c a l c i n e d '
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An a d d i t i o n a l  creamware r e c i p e  in  the  Day Book o f  W i l l i a m

Tucke r  was "Wedgwood's R e c e i p t  by Doct  Harwood B o s to n . "  T n i s  r e c i p e

c o n s i s t e d  o f

Blue b a l l  o r  P i p e  Clay  8 l b s .  
f i n e  G r a f f i t  G r a n i t  ( c h in a )  5 l b s .
P l a t e  G lass  - 1 / 5  l b .

O O
sea  sand o r  g l a s s  blowers  sand 4 ounces

The fo rm ulae  and r e c i p e s  f o r  creamware a p p e a r  to  be c o n f in e d

to  the  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  and p r o d u c t i o n :  1825 and 1826.

By Sep tem ber ,  1826,  W i l l i a m  Tucker  d i r e c t e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  the

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p o r c e l a i n .  T u c k e r ' s  e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d e d  formula f o r

p o r c e l a i n  was a c o m b in a t io n  o f

2 l b s  C a o l i n f s i q J  
2 " F e l t  s p a r j j s i c j
1 " B on e^

S t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h i s  s t a n d a r d  f o rm u la ,  T u c k e r - e x p e r i m e n t e d  by a d d ing  

minor  m a t e r i a l s  and v a r y i n g  t h e i r  p r o p o r t i o n s .  One r e c i p e ,  r e f e r r e d  

to  as  "China P r a c t i c a l  g ood ,"  was composed o f

2 1 / 4  l b s  C a o l in
2 lb  F e l t  Spar  
1/2 l b  Bones
3 /4  l b  F l i n t  good measure

A f t e r  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  twenty p o r c e l a i n  r e c i p e s ,

W i l l i a m  Tucke r  s e l e c t e d  one p a r t i c u l a r  m i x t u r e  as  h i s  " s e c r e t  fo rm ula "

f o r  h i s  p o r c e l a i n  body.  I t s  c o m p o s i t i o n  was

500 l b s  d r y  K a o l in  
65 " " Bone " c a l c i n e d "

3 1 / 2 - Bucke ts  F e ld  Spar  even f u l l  " c a l c i n e d "
2 Buckets  S i l i x  even f u l l  " c a l c i n e d "

The above i s  t o  be mixed t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
w a t e r  to  the  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  cream - then  
pa s se d  th ro u g h  B o l t i n g  c l o t h  No. 9 t h en
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e v a p o r a t e d  to  a c o n s i s t e n c y  f o r  use - 
th en  to  be w e l l  kneaded by a man w i t h  h i s  
f e e t  -  t h en  t o  be p u t  away i n t o  a l a r g e  Box 
to  rem ain  some days b e f o r e  u s i n g  -  a s  i t  
w i l l  work much b e t t e r  t h a n  i t  w i l l  i f  used 
to o  soon -  b e f o r e  u s i n g  i t  i s  t o  be w e l l  
b e a t e n  w i t h  the  hands  u n t i l  a l l  t h e  a i r  
i s  o u t  o f  i t .

The p o r c e l a i n  g l a z e  s e l e c t e d  f o r  u se  by th e  f a c t o r y  was a c o m b i n a t i o n

o f

2 bu c k e t  F e l d s p a r  
5 l b s  K a o l in  
10 lb s  China 
7 l b s  F l i n t  
4 l b s  Borax

The e x a c t  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  fo rm u la e  o f  t h e  body and the  g l a z e  

o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  have n o t ,  a s  y e t ,  been d i s c o v e r e d .  I n f o r m a t i o n  

r e l a t i n g  to  the  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  enamel  r e c i p e s  would tend  t o  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  t h e  g l a z e  and p o r c e l a i n  body r e c i p e s  were n o t  e n t i r e l y  o r i g i n a l  

t o  W i l l i a m  Tucker  and h i s  f a c t o r y .

The Tucker  f a c t o r y ' s  enamel  c o l o r s  and f l u x e s  d i d  n o t  r e s u l t

f rom e x p e r i m e n t s ,  b u t  were cop ied  e x a c t l y  f rom R o b e r t  Wynn's book,

On the  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  Enamel C o l o u r s ,  and F l u x e s  and th e  V e h i c l e  f o r

33l a y i n g  'them oh W i t h . O r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  London i n  1816,  t h e  

book was r e p r i n t e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  t h e  1 8 2 0 ' s  and was a v a i l a b l e  i n  

t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  the  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e .

Both W i l l i a m  and Thomas Tucker  took  p r e c a u t i o n s  t o  keep  t h e i r  

fo rm u la e  s e c r e t ,  and y e t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e c i p e s  were  a v a i l a b l e  

i n  books on c h e m i s t r y  and p o t t e r y .  T h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  s e c r e c y  e x tended  

t o  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  a s e c r e t  co d e  by Thomas T u c k e r .  The code c o n s i s t e d
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o f  a s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  numbers f o r  l e t t e r s  and l e t t e r s  f o r  numbers .  The 

key  to  t h e  code was

A 1 F 6 K 10 P 15 U 20
B 2 G 7 L 11 Q 16 V 21
C 3 H 8 M 12 R 17 W 22
D 4 I  9 N 13 S 18 X 23
E 5 J  0 0 14 T 19 Y 24

B e fo re  b e i n g  d e c i p h e r e d ,  t h e  s e c r e t  fo rm ula  f o r  t h e  Tucke r  c h ina  body

a p p e a r e d  a s :

3 . 8 . 9 . 1 3 . 1 . 2 . 1 4 . 4 . 2 4  Oc to ,  2 0 th  1830 
L e f t  to  me by Wm E l l i s  Tucker  dec

E . J J .  l b  1 0 . 1 . 1 4 . 1 1 . 9 . 1 3  
FE.  l b  2 . 1 4 . 1 3 . 5
Ca b u c k t  6 . 5 . 1 1 . 4 . 1 8 . 1 5  1 . 1 7 .  even  f u l l
B. do 6 . 1 1 . 9 . 1 3 . 1 9 .

T r a n s l a t e d ,  t h e  fo rm ula  becomes:

China Body Octo 2 0 th  1830
L e f t  to  me by Wm E l l i s  Tucker  dec

500 l b  K a o l i n  
65 l b  Bone 

3 1 /2  b u c k t  F e l d s p a r  even  f u l l  
2 do F l i n t

O t h e r  s e c r e t  fo im u la e  e x i s t  f o r  g i l d i n g  f o r  c h i n a ,  go ld  f l u x ,  c h in a  

g l a z e ,  f i r e  b r i c k ,  and s a g g e r s . ^

Most l i k e l y  t h i s  s e c r e c y  was an  a t t e m p t  t o  keep f a c t o r y  

employees  from s t e a l i n g  th e  company r e c i p e s  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  

own f a c t o r i e s .  The a n a l y s i s  o f  the  Tucker  fo rm u la e  and r e c i p e s  i s  by 

no means c o m p l e t e .  The scope  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  does  n o t  p e r m i t  the  

c o m p le te  c h e m i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  r e c i p e s .
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C h a p t e r  IV

ORGANIZATION OF FACTORY, AND ITS OPERATION

The p r o d u c t i o n  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i s  d i v i s i b l e  i n t o  two

p e r i o d s :  1826-1831 and 1831-1838 .  In  the  f i r s t  p e r i o d ,  t h e  f a c t o r y

was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  o ld  c i t y  w a t e r  works  a t  Tw en ty -Th ird  and C h e s t n u t

S t r e e t s ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  E a r l y  i n  1826 W i l l i a m  Tucke r  o b t a i n e d  th e  

p r o p e r t y ,  p r o b a b l y  by l e a s e ,  f rom t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  C i t y  C o u n c i l . ^  A 

v a s e  m an u f a c tu r e d  a t  the  Tucker  f a c t o r y  p r o v i d e s  p i c t o r i a l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n
O

o f  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s .  Tbe v i g n e t t e  p a i n t e d  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  va se  

f e a t u r e s  a s q u a r e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  b a t t e r e d  w a l l s .  A t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  a r e  two s m a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s :  one w i t h  a f l a t  r o o f  and th e

o t h e r ,  a h ipped  r o o f  b u i l d i n g ,  showing  the  t op  o f  a k i l n  s m o k e s t ac k .  

Three  s m a l l  w h i t e  p i t c h e r s  a r e  shown d r y i n g  on a f e n c e ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  

b e i n g  f i r e d .

One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e f e r e n c e s  to  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  Tucker  

f a c t o r y  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  n o t e  book o f  W i l l i a m  T uc ke r .  The e n t r y  a p p e a r s  

u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g ,  "E x p e r im e n t s  made a t  Tucker  and B i r d s  China F a c t o r y  

J u l y  10,  1 8 2 6 ." ^  P o r c e l a i n  p r o d u c t i o n  d u r i n g  th e  summer o f  1826 was 

l i m i t e d  t o  a few e x p e r i m e n t a l  p i e c e s .

Three  s m a l l  p i t c h e r s ,  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  Tucker  and Bi rd f a c t o r y ,  

were  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  American
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m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  which  took  p l a c e  Oc tober  3 t h rough  6 o f  t h a t  y e a r .  An

a r t i c l e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  the  Tucker  and Bird e n t r y ,  in  the  Uni ted  S t a t e s

G a z e t t e  o f  November 16,  1826,  r e p o r t s ;

These [ t h r e e  sm a l l  jugs]  do n o t  e x h i b i t  any 
improvement o f  a d e c i s i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o v e r  the  
s m a l l  specimen  e x h i b i t e d  by o t h e r s  p o t t e r y  
e n t r i e s  a t  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  1824. The manu­
f a c t o r y  o f  Tucker  & Bird was in c o m p le t e  when 
t h i s  ware  was made, t h e i r  k i l n s  n o t  be in g  
f i n i s h e d .  The sample p r e s e n t e d  cou ld  n o t
t h e r e f o r e  be t ak e n  as  a spec imen .  We have
no d o u b t  the  n e x t  e x h i b i t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e n t  
an i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s p l a y  from the  works  o f  
t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n . 1̂

W i thou t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  k i l n s ,  t h e  l a r g e - s c a l e ,  commerc ial  p r o d u c t i o n  o f

Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  would n o t  have been  p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  O c t o b e r ,  1826.

While  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p o r c e l a i n  may have  begun i n  1826,  i t  was 

n o t  u n t i l  1831 t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  a c q u i r e d  a l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

C i t y  D i r e c t o r y .  The l i s t i n g  r e a d s  " T u c k e r ,  W.E. ,  c h in a  manf.  C h e s t n u t  

& Sch.  2nd.""* The ab s en c e  o f  newspaper  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  and commerc ial  

l i s t i n g s  would imply t h a t ,  p r i o r  t o  1831,  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  was a 

s m a l l  e n t e r p r i s e  l i m i t e d  t o  a few s t a n d a r d  d e s i g n s  and s p e c i a l  o r d e r  

com m iss ions ;  a t  l e a s t ,  t h ey  a p p e a r  t o  ha ve  had no a d v e r t i s i n g  r e ­

q u i r e m e n t s .  ^ The e a r l y  p r o d u c t s  were  l i m i t e d  to  p i e c e s  w i t h  g i l t  

d e c o r a t i o n s ,  c ru d e  l a n d s c a p e s ,  and polychrome g r o u p in g s .

I n  May, 1831,  Judge  J o s e p h  Hemphil l  became a p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  

Tucker  f a c t o r y .  F o r  the  sum o f  seven  th ousand  d o l l a r s  Judge  Hemphil l  

a c q u i r e d  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  h i s  son A le x a n d e r  W i l l s  H e m p h i l l .  The 

new i n f l u x  o f  money and th e  s u b s e q u e n t  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  p r o ­

v ided  more space  t h a n  th e  fo rm er  s i t e  and p e r m i t t e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n
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o f  new b u i l d i n g s ,  s l i p  p a n s ,  and t h r e e  new k i l n s . ^

The types  o f  equipment  used and the  a r r a n g e m e n t  and o p e r a t i o n  

o f  the  new f a c t o r y  may be a s c e r t a i n e d  from t h e  d raw ings  o f  Thomas 

T u c k e r .  These d r a w in g s ,  bo th  w a t e r c o l o r  and p e n - a n d - i n k ,  document  

t h e  m e c h a n ic a l  p r o c e s s e s  i n v o lv e d  i n  the  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p o r c e l a i n  a t
O

t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y .

When the  raw c l a y  was d e l i v e r e d  to  the  f a c t o r y  i t  was p l ac e d  

i n t o  a c l a y  m i l l  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  w a t e r ,  i t  was m i l l e d  o r  

mixed u n t i l  i t  had r e a c h e d  th e  d e s i r e d  s t a t e  o f  p l a s t i c i t y .  The c l a y  

m i l l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a wooden tub  o r  b a r r e l  f o u r  t o  f i v e  f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r  

and t h r e e  t o  f i v e  f e e t  h i g h . ^  B lades  o r  k n i v e s  were  a t t a c h e d  t o  a 

p o s t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  b a r r e l .  The b l a d e s  r o t a t e d  and churned  t h e  

c l a y  when th e  "sweep"  o r  c r o s s - b a r  was p u l l e d  a round  i n  a c i r c l e  by 

h o r s e  o r  man power.  Thomas T u c k e r ' s  d raw ing  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  m i l l  room 

( P l a t e  I )  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  s y s t e m .  The Tucker  c l a y  m i l l  u t i l i z e d  two 

h o r s e s  a s  power and made u se  o f  d o u b le  m ix ing  b a r r e l s .

A f t e r  the  c l a y  had been  t h o r o u g h l y  mixed w i t h  w a t e r  i t  was 

d r a i n e d  from the  b a r r e l s  and t a k e n  t o  t h e  m ix ing  room ( P l a t e  I I )  where 

v a r i o u s  i n g r e d i e n t s ,  such  a s  f e l d s p a r  and bone ash* n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a p o r c e l a i n  body,  were added .  Dimens ions  o f  a t y p i c a l  

m ix in g  pan were f i v e  f e e t  l o n g ,  t h r e e  f e e t  w i d e ,  and two and a h a l f  

f e e t  deep.'*'® The f i n i s h e d  c l a y  was pounded and kneaded on a m a r b l e  

s l a b  t o  work  o u t  t h e  a i r  b u b b l e s  which  m igh t  have  formed.

F o r m a t io n  o f  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p i e c e s  by c a s t i n g  i n  molds o r  t h ro w in g
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on a whee l  was the  n e x t  s t a g e  i n  the  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  the  p o r c e l a i n .

With the  e x c e p t i o n  o f  one mold f o r  a h e a r t - s h a p e d  perfume v i a l ,  none 

o f  the  f a c t o r y ' s  molds s u r v i v e .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  seam l i n e s  on s e v e r a l  

Tucke r  p i t c h e r s  and v a s e s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  u s e  o f  s l i p  molds i n  the  

f a b r i c a t i o n  o f  the  p o r c e l a i n . ^  A n o t e  i n  Thomas T u c k e r ' s  Day Book 

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  the  f a c t o r y  may have produced  t h e i r  own m old s .  Under  

t h e  h e a d in g  "Wash f o r  making m ou lds" ,  Thomas Tucker  w r o t e ,  "To p r e v e n t  

t h e  mould from s t i c k i n g  t o  t h e  model a m i x t u r e  o f  w a t e r  soap  and sweet  

o i l  h e a t e d . "12 T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  would mean t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  molds 

and models  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  cou ld  have 

made molds from many d i f f e r e n t  o b j e c t s  -  s i l v e r  o r  o t h e r  m e t a l l i c  

o b j e c t s  .and e x i s t i n g  c e ra m ic  p i e c e s .  Such a p o s s i b i l i t y  may e x p l a i n  

t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  be tw een  many F re nch  and E n g l i s h  c e ra m ic  o b j e c t s  and

1 *5
t h o s e  by T u c k e r .

Once th e  p o r c e l a i n  was shaped i t  was r e a d y  t o  be f i r e d  t o  a 

b i s c u i t  s t a t e  i n  t h e  k i l n s .  S e v e r a l  o f  Thomas T u c k e r ' s  p roposed  d e ­

s i g n s  f o r  k i l n s  s u r v i v e .  The k i l n  d e s i g n  t h a t  was f i n a l l y  s e l e c t e d  

( P l a t e  I I I )  was a d o w n - d r a f t  k i l n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two s e c t i o n s ,  a b i s c u i t  

s e c t i o n  and a g l a z e  s e c t i o n ,  a type  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d .  These d e s i g n s  

f o r  k i l n s  were n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  T u c k e r ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n  o r  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n ,  

b u t  were  co p ie d  from g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  books on th e  c h e m ic a l  a r t s  

and m a n u f a c t u r e . ^  The k i l n  ( P l a t e  IV ) ,  l a b e l e d  " F re n c h  P l a n  o f  Glaze 

K i l n " ,  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  k i l n  d e s i g n  p i c t u r e d  i n  t h e  1771 e d i t i o n  

o f  L ' A r t  de P o r c e l a i n e  by th e  Count  de M i l l y . ^

A f t e r  the  b i s c u i t  f i r i n g  th e  p o r c e l a i n  w a re s  were  d ipped  i n  a
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f e l d s p a t h i c  l e a d  g l a z e  and f i r e d  f o r  t h e  second t im e .  The p r o c e d u r e

f o r  " b u r n i n g "  t h e  g l a z e  k i l n  was t o

commence a t  3 o ' c l o c k  AM w i t h  a s m a l l  f i r e  i n ­
c r e a s e  g r a d u a l l y  u n t i l  2 o ' c l o c k  PM when th e  
f i r e  h o l e s  a r e  t o  be f i l l e d  s to p p e d  up f l u e s  
i n  t h e  g lobe  a t  9 o ' c l o c k  n e x t  morn ing  -  k i l n  
f i n i s h e d  a t  20 m in u t e s  b e f o r e  2 o ' c l o c k  PM.

An i m p o r t a n t  i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  c o s t  o f  p r o d u c i n g  one k i l n - l o a d  

o f  p o r c e l a i n  i s  p r o v id e d  by a n o t e  w r i t t e n  by Thomas T u c k e r .  The n o t e  

l i s t s  t h e  c o s t s  a s  f o l l o w s :

Cos t  o f  making ware  i n  one g l a z e  k i l n $67 .00
10 c o r d s  o f  maple  wood a t  $5 p e r  cord 5 0 .0 0
Sawing s p l i t t i n g  and p i l i n g  d i t t o 1 0 .00
S e t t i n g  up m a t e r i a l s 1 0 .00
G r i n d in g  and p r e p a r i n g  d i t t o 1 2 .00
Making s a g g a r s  and ows 2 .0 0
G r i n d in g  d i t t o 4 .0 0
P r e p a r i n g  Glaze 6 .0 0
G l a z in g  K i l n 9 .0 0
S e t t i n g  and Burn ing  K i l n 2 0 .0 0
Drawing K i l n 5 .0 0
I n t e r e s t  on b u i l d i n g s  c&c $134 .00

A f t e r  b e i n g  f i r e d  and g l a z e d ,  t h e  w a re s  were e n a m e l le d  by t h e  

d e c o r a t o r s  and p l a c e d  i n  t h e  e n a m e l l i n g  k i l n  ( P l a t e  V).  The h e a t  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  " f i x i n g "  t h e  enamels  t o  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  body i s  l e s s  t h a n  

t h e  h e a t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  g l a z i n g  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  a more s im p le  u p ­

d r a f t ,  s i n g l e - f l u e  k i l n  i s  u s e d .  The d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  f i r i n g  th e  enamel

k i l n  were  t o  " s e t  f i r e  a t  8 o ' c l o c k  AM red  a t  11 o ' c l o c k  f i n i s h  a t  

182 o ' c l o c k  PM." The f i n a l  s t a g e  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  

i n v o lv e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and b u r n i s h i n g  o f  t h e  gold d e c o r a t i o n s .  The 

m a t e r i a l  was mixed w i t h  go ld  f l u x  and t u r p e n t i n e  a s  a medium o f  

a p p l i c a t i o n ;  a f t e r  f i r i n g ,  t h e  g i l d i n g  was p o l i s h e d  w i t h  a b u r n i s h e r .
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The o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  and th e  m an u f a c tu r e  

o f  p o r c e l a i n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  the  employment  o f  a l a r g e  number o f  w o r k e r s .  

The l e t t e r  books and b u s i n e s s  r e c o r d s  o f  B en jamin ,  W i l l i a m ,  and Thomas 

Tucker  c o n t a i n  no m en t ion  o f  f a c t o r y  workmen by name o r  o c c u p a t i o n ;  

t h e r e f o r e ,  knowledge o f  t h e  Tucker  employees  must  be o b t a i n e d  from 

o t h e r  s o u r c e s .

In  1830,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Census Records  l i s t  s e v en  male a p p re n -

19t i c e s  l i v i n g  a t  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  4 C l i n t o n  C o u r t .  A l l  

were  be tween  t h e  a g e s  o f  f i f t e e n  and tw en ty  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  The s e n i o r  

e d i t o r  o f  the  West  C h e s t e r  R e p u b l i c a n  and D e m oc ra t , a f t e r  v i s i t i n g  the  

f a c t o r y ,  r e l a t e d  t h a t ,  " . . . t h i s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  g i v e s  employment  t o  a b o u t

C ti20f o r t y  p e r s o n s .

Edwin A t l e e  B a rbe r  i n  t h e  c om pre hens ive  P o t t e r y  and P o r c e l a i n

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , p u b l i s h e d  i n  1893,  r e c o r d s  t h e  f i r s t  l i s t i n g  o f

many o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  by name. George Morgan who t u rn e d  a whee l  f o r  one

o f  t h e  Tucker  p o t t e r s  was s t i l l  a l i v e  i n  1893 and p r o v id e d  B a rb e r  w i t h

t h e  names .  The l i s t  i n c l u d e d  J ohn  B a s t e n ,  George Morgan, J o s e p h  Morgan,

Andrew C r a ig  W a lk e r ,  I s a a c  S p i e g e l ,  J a c o b  B a k e r ,  W i l l i a m  Hand,  Thomas

B. H arned ,  C h a r l e s  F r e d e r i c k ,  V i v i e n ,  C h a r l e s  J .  B o u l t e r ,  and W i l l i a m  

21C h a m b e r l a in .

More d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  a few o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  and

t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  John  B a s t e n ,  an  E ng l i shm an ,  i s  l i s t e d  i n

22t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  a s  a p o t t e r .  As t h e  foreman o f  the  

f a c t o r y ,  B a s t e n ' s  name i s  n o t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  any  i n d i v i d u a l  p i e c e s  o f
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p o r c e l a i n .  George Morgan t u rn e d  a whee l  f o r  one o f  the  t h r o w e r s .

J o s e p h  Morgan, a m o ld e r ,  p r o b a b l y  marked h i s  wares  w i t h  an o r  an

s c r a t c h e d  unde r  the  g l a z e ,  a s  a r e  a l l  t h e  w o r k e r ' s  m a r k s . ^

Andrew C r a ig  W alk e r ,  t h e  most famous o f  the  Tucke r  m o l d e r s ,  p r o b a b l y
0 /

marked h i s  w ares  w i t h  a " y ^ " ,  o r  I t  i s  n o t  known

w h e t h e r  t h e s e  two m o lde r s  produced  t h e i r  own molds o r  m e r e ly  used the  

m olds .  I s a a c  S p i e g e l  and J a c o b  Baker  t ended  th e  k i l n s  and s u p e r i n t e n d ­

ed t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a y s .  W i l l i a m  Hand p r o b a b l y  s igne d  h i s  wares  

w i t h  an " o r  an " j r " ,  and C h a r l e s  F r e d e r i c k ' s  w ares  a r e  marked w i t h  

an w r i t t e n  i n  s c r i p t  o r  a " c f " . ^  W i l l i a m  Chamberl in  was employed

a s  a d e c o r a t o r ,  b u t  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  C i t y  D i r e c t o r y  o f  1835-1836 a l s o  

l i s t s  him a s  a b r i c k m a k e r . ^  T h i s  f a c t  may n o t  be i n c o n s i s t e n t  when 

i t  i s  s e en  t h a t  f i r e  b r i c k s  were  a m ajo r  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y .

C h a r l e s  J .  B o u l t e r ,  a p o t t e r ,  worked i n  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  from

1828 u n t i l  i t  c lo s e d  i n  1838. Then,  B o u l t e r  became th e  foreman i n  the

p o t t e r y  m a n u f a c to r y  o f  Abraham M i l l e r  a n d ,  when M i l l e r  d i e d ,  B o u l t e r

7 7s ucceeded  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  A p o r c e l a i n  p i t c h e r  i n  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  

Museum o f  A r t ,  made by C h a r l e s  B o u l t e r  i n  1840,  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b le s  a 

Tucker  G r e c i a n - s h a p e  p i t c h e r .  T h i s  co u ld  l ead  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

w h e t h e r  many p i e c e s  o f  p o r c e l a i n ,  h i t h e r t o  c l a s s i f i e d  as  Tucker  p o r c e ­

l a i n ,  m ig h t  a c t u a l l y  have  been produced by ex -T ucke r  workmen a f t e r  the  

f a c t o r y  c l o s e d  i n  1836.

The i d e n t i t y  o f  " V iv ie n "  has  p r e s e n t e d  many unanswered q u e s t i o n s .  

The f i r s t  i s  w h e th e r  " V i v i e n "  was t h e  w o r k e r ' s  f i r s t  o r  l a s t  name.

T h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  answered by a s t u d y  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  M un ic ipa l
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C our t  R e c o r d s .  In  an 1830 c o u r t  c a s e  Lamontagne V iv i e n  sued W i l l i a m  E.

9 QTucker  f o r  t h r e e  hund red  d o l l a r s .  ° The e n t r y  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  the  

answer  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p rob lem s u r r o u n d i n g  V i v i e n :  i t  h a s  a lways been

assumed t h a t ,  when Ju d g e  J o s e p h  H em phil l  j o i n e d  t h e  f i r m ,  V iv i e n  and 

o t h e r  f o r e i g n  w o r k e r s  were impor ted  from E ng la nd ,  Germany, and F r a n c e .  

S inc e  Hemphil l  d id  n o t  become a p a r t n e r  u n t i l  1831,  i t  seems u n l i k e l y  

t h a t  V i v i e n  cou ld  have  been b r o u g h t  t o  America by H em ph i l l .

The most  p l a u s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  T u c k e r ' s  f o r e i g n  work­

men came from the  J e r s e y  P o t t e r y  and P o r c e l a i n  Company. The J e r s e y  

f a c t o r y  had impor ted  f o r e i g n  w o r k e r s  a n d ,  when t h e  company went  o u t  o f  

b u s i n e s s  i n  1827-1828 ,  i t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  some o f  t h e  

w o r k e r s  may have s e c u r e d  employment i n  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y .

W i l l i a m  E. Tucke r  p r e f e r r e d  American workmen ove r  t h o s e  from

Europe ,  In  a l e t t e r  t o  J a cob  Lewis  o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ken tucky ,  Benjamin

Tucker  s t a t e d :

. . . y o u  need n o t  be concerned  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  
workmen to  p e r f o r m  many o f  t h e  o t h e r  p r o ­
c e s s e s ;  t h e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  g e n iu s  o f  A m e r i c an s ,  
i f  t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  i n  a t  a p r o p e r  age  w i l l  
f u r n i s h  you w i t h  e q u a l l y  e x c e l l e n t ,  and much 
more c o n f i d e n t i a l  workmen th an  you can  g e n e r a l l y  
s p e a k i n g  o b t a i n  from Europe -  some o f  t h e  a p p r e n ­
t i c e s  t h a t  my son has  b r o u g h t  up u n d e r  h i s  own 
hand f u l l y  j u s t i f y  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .

Tucker  workmen were p a id  on a p i ec e w o rk  b a s i s .  The r e c o r d s  o f  

Thomas Tucker  r e v e a l  t h e  p r i c e s  p a id  f o r  t u r n i n g ,  p a i n t i n g ,  and b u r n i s h ­

i n g .  Under  t h e  h e a d i n g ,  " P r i c e s  f o r  T u r n in g  S e p t .  2 6 t h ,  1832" ,  Thomas 

Tucke r  r e c o r d e d :
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P r i c e s  f o r  T u rn ing  
Large  c o f f e e  p o t s  
M an t le s  l a r g e s t  s i z e  

do 2nd 
O y s t e r  d i s h e s  
s l o p  bowls
Moulded & throwed cups 

" " s a u c e r s
Turned "

ii n
cups
s a u c e r s

Large  p l a t e s  
" soups

c e n t s  
20 each 

8 
6 

25 
4 
1 
1 
2 
2 
4
4 -.30

In  t h e  same form ula  and p r i c e  book Thomas Tucker  w r o te :

P h i l a  S e p t .  2 6 t h ,  1832
P r i c e s  f o r  P a i n t i n g
Landscapes
Phoen ix
Bands
Bes t  g roups
Common do
F r u i t  b a s k e t s
M a n t l e s  r i c h l y  ornamented
Cyphers  f rom 1 t o  4

c e n t s  
4 each  
2 do 
8 do 

18 3 / 4  do 
12 1/2  do 
18 3 / 4  do1 >

The p r i c e s  p a id  f o r  b u r n i s h i n g  were a l s o  pe rfo rmed  on t h e  

p i e c e  sy s te m .  Thomas Tucker  l i s t e d  them:

c e n t s

Band Teas 24 doz
do M uff ins 1 2

i i

do C o f f e e  p o t 4 each
do cream 2 i i

do cake  p l a t e 2

do s l o p 2 I I

do Teapo t 4 I t

do Sugar 4 I f

Phoen ix  Teas -  .___ 48 doz
do m u f f i n s 24 doz
do c o f f e e p o t 6 each
do cream 4 I I

do c a k e p l a t e 4 I I

do s l o p  bowl 4 I f

do Tea p o t 6 I I
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do s u g a r  
Band m a n t l e  
f u l l  g i l t  do 
F r u i t  B a ske ts  
$10 J u g s  
Band J u g s  
Vase f u l l  g i l t

6
4
9

12 1/2  
15 

6
15 32

The a r r a n g e m e n t ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  and workmen o f  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  

a r e  o n l y  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h e y  p r o v i d e  o f  t h e  w ares  o r  

p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  m a n u f a c t o r y ,  t h e  d e s i g n  s o u r c e s , a n d  th e  r e t a i l  s a l e s .
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C h a p t e r  V 

PRODUCTS OF THE TUCKER FACTORY

D e t a i l e d  d e s i g n  books drawn by Thomas T u c k e r ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  

t h e  g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  o f  s u r v i v i n g  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i n  museums and i n  

p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  document t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  forms and d e c o r a t i o n s  

produced  by the  Tucker  f a c t o r y . ^  The p a t t e r n  books i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  

d e s i g n s  used d u r i n g  the  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s  o f  the  f a c t o r y ' s  h i s t o r y .  

W r i t t e n  on the  t i t l e  page o f  b o th  books ,  i n  Thomas T u c k e r ' s  hand ­

w r i t i n g ,  i s  the  n o t a t i o n ,  " P a t t e r n  o f  c h i n a ,  made a t  t h e  China 

F a c t o r y  sw c o r n e r  o f  S c h u y l k i l l  6 t h  and C h e s t n u t  s t r e e t s  f rom the  

y e a r  1832 u n t i l  t h e  y e a r  1 838 ."^  No i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  d e s i g n s  employed 

p r i o r  t o  1832 r e m a in ,  b u t  an e n t r y  i n  the  Day Book o f  W i l l i a m  Tucker  

f u r n i s h e s  an i dea  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d .  Under  t h e  

h e a d i n g  "Measure o f  Ware",  t h e  e n t r y  l i s t s :

h i g h
P i n t  Basons 7 i n .  f rom in  t o  o u t 3 4 / 8

% " » 6 " " 3 3 /8
2 Q u a r t s  " 8 " " 3 7 /8
h a l f  g a l l o n s  " 11 4 / 8  " " 4 5 /8
L arge  P o r e n g e r s ^ II II 3 1 /2
Small  " 4 " »» 3
H a l f  P i n t  P i t c h e r 2 7 /8  " " 4 2 /8
P i n t  P i t c h e r 3 2 / 8  " " 4 6 /8
Quart  " 4 " " 7
H a l f  G a l lo n  " 4 6 / 8  " " 7 6 /8
Sugar  D i s h e s 2 2 / 8  " " 4 2 / 8
Cream P i t c h e r s 2 3 /8  " " 4 2 / 8
Brown D ishe s g II II 2 3 /8
2nd S iz e 10 " " 2 1 /3
3rd " 11 " " 2 6 / 8
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4 th  S i z e 1 2 i n . f rom in to o u t 3
Large  Chambers 8 4 /8 If i t 6 4/8
Small  D. 7 6 /8 If i i 4 1 / 2

Quar t  Mugs 6 6 /8 f l t t 4 1 / 8

P i n t  Mugs 5 3/8 If f f 3 4 /8
X ,  i t  t t  % 4 I f I t 3
Q u a r t  " 4 1 /4 I t 11 6 3 /4
Large  chambers 8 1 /4  wide i n  s i d e 6 1 / 2

Small  do 7 1 /4 t t t t t t 6
L arge  Wash Bason 1 0  1 / 2

f t t t t t 5
3 /8  3Small  " " 9 1/2 t l f t t t 4

Thomas T u c k e r ' s  d e s i g n  books c o n t a i n  o v e r  140 d i f f e r e n t  d e s i g n s  

( b o th  p e n - a n d - i n k  and w a t e r c o l o r )  f o r  t a b l e  p i e c e s  and v a s e s .  The 

r a n g e  o f  d e s i g n s  i l l u s t r a t e d  c o n s i s t s  o f  t e a p o t s  ( P l a t e  VI ,  a - d ) ; 

c re a m e r s  ( P l a t e  V I I ) ;  s u g a r  bowls ( P l a t e  V I I I ,  a - c )  ; cups ( P l a t e  IX, 

a - c ) ; p l a t e s  ( P l a t e  X, a - b ) ; c o f f e e p o t s :  f r u i t  b a s k e t s ,  f o o te d  and 

p l a i n  ( P l a t e  XI ,  a - c ) ; v a s e s  -  b e a k e r ,  u r n ,  and amphora ( P l a t e  X I I ,  

a - d ) ;  b u t t e r  c o o l e r s  ( P l a t e  X I I I ,  t o p ) ;  c o m p o r t i e r s  ( P l a t e  X I I I ,  c e n t e r  

and b o t t o m ) ;  bowls ( P l a t e  XIV);  covered  v e g e t a b l e  d i s h e s  ( P l a t e  XV, 

a - b ) ;  t u r e e n s ;  mugs;  s h e l l - s h a p e  d i s h e s ;  and v e i l l e u s e s  ( P l a t e  XVI, 

a - c )  .

Of a l l  t h e  Tucke r  d e s i g n s ,  i f  we may judge  by th e  q u a n t i t y  

t h a t  s u r v i v e s ,  p i t c h e r s  and j u g s  seem t o  have been  a s p e c i a l t y  o f  t h e  

f a c t o r y .  The d e s i g n  books l i s t  s e v e r a l  p i t c h e r s  by p a t t e r n  name. The 

p a t t e r n s ,  such  a s  " G r e c i a n  s hape"  ( P l a t e  XVII ,  t o p ) ;  "Walker  shape"  

( P l a t e  XVII ,  bo t tom and X V I I I ) ; named f o r  t h e  m o lde r  Andrew C r a ig  

W a lke r ;  " F l e t c h e r  s hape"  ( P l a t e  XIX, l e f t ) ;  "Vase shape"  ( P l a t e  XIX, 

r i g h t )  ; "New shape"  ( P l a t e  XX); have h a n d - w r i t t e n  n o t a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  

s i z e  and p a t t e r n .  The n o t a t i o n  accompanying t h e  "New s hape"  p i t c h e r  

r e a d s  "New shape  from wood mould" ,  wh ich documents  a n o t h e r  type
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4
o f  mold used i n  the  f a b r i c a t i o n  o f  the  p o r c e l a i n .

The most e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Tucker  d e s i g n  

i s  t h e  " v a s e  s hape"  p i t c h e r  which  f e a t u r e s  a h i g h  a rc he d  h a n d le  and a 

c o r r u g a t e d ,  molded band around t h e  b a s e .  The v a s e - s h a p e  p i t c h e r  i s  

p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y ,  and the  l a r g e  number o f  s u r v i v i n g  

v a s e - s h a p e  p i t c h e r s  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e i r  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  n i n e t e e n t h -  

c e n t u r y  c u s to m e r s .

With the  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  v a s e - s h a p e  p i t c h e r ,  t h e  shapes  and

forms employed by th e  f a c t o r y  were c l o s e  c o p ie s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f

E n g l i s h  and C o n t i n e n t a l  p o r c e l a i n .  T h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e

i f  one remembers t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  was founded to  supp ly  the  American

m ark e t  w i t h  p o r c e l a i n  and was f o rc e d  t o  compete w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a r

European  p o r c e l a i n s .  In  an 1876 d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n ,  the

s t a t e m e n t  was made t h a t

In  a p p e a r a n c e  i t  ^T u c k e r ]  somewhat r esem bled  
th e  F re nch  p o r c e l a i n  o f  t h e  d a y ,  and i n  d u r a ­
b i l i t y  and i n  use  t h a t  o f  B e r l i n .  The forms 
were  c o p i e s  o f  F re n ch  and E n g l i s h .

A d e s i g n  a lm o s t  e x a c t l y  co p ie d  from E n g l i s h  models  i s  a

6 *p i t c h e r  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  i n  Tucker  n o m e n c l a t u r e ,  a s  a " h o r s e  p i t c h e r " . , - 

The p i t c h e r  f e a t u r e s  a molded band a round th e  base  d e p i c t i n g  a fox 

h u n t .  T h i s  r e l i e f - m o l d e d  scene  x?as v e r y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  many o f  t h e  

E n g l i s h  p o t t e r s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  W i l l i a m  Adams, John  

T u r n e r ,  J o s i a h  Spode,  and W i l l i a m  Davenpor t  used s i m i l a r  m o t i f s .  As 

t h e  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  p o t t e r s  co p ie d  from each  o t h e r ,  so  Tucker  l i k e w i s e  

cop ied  from t h e  E n g l i s h  p o t t e r s .

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



54

In  a d d i t i o n  to  the  p a t t e r n s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  books ,  

the  Tucker  f a c t o r y  produced many w a re s  f o r  wh ich  no m a n u s c r i p t  d e s i g n s  

s u r v i v e .  T h i s  group  i n c l u d e s  f l o w e r  p o t s ,  c ove red  powder and t r i n k e t  

b o x e s ,  toby j u g s ,  i n k s t a n d s ,  perfume b o t t l e s ,  o y s t e r  d i s h e s ,  s p e c i a l  

commission  v a s e s  w i t h  g i l t  p o r c e l a i n  o r  ormulu  h a n d l e s ,  j e w e l r y ,  and 

s c e n t  v i a l s .  The s c e n t  v i a l s  came i n  t h r e e  s h a p e s :  s h e l l ,  h e a r t ,  and 

s h i e l d .  The p l a s t e r  mold f o r  t h e  h e a r t - s h a p e  s c e n t  v i a l  i s  i n  the  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t . ^

The p a t t e r n  books n o t  o n ly  p r o v i d e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  f o r  the  forms 

o f  Tucke r  p o r c e l a i n ,  b u t  a l s o  f u r n i s h  an in d ex  o f  the  d e c o r a t i o n s  u s e d .  

A t t e m p ts  have been made t o  s e p a r a t e  Tucke r  d e c o r a t i o n - t y p e s  o r  m o t i f s  

i n t o  s t r i c t  p e r i o d s  o f  u s e .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be done .  A c o n t i n u i t y  o f  

d e c o r a t i v e  m o t i f s  e x i s t s  f rom the  b e g i n n i n g  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  1826 u n t i l  

t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  c l o s i n g  in  1838. The o n l y  a p p a r e n t  deve lopment  i s  f rom 

a use o f  u n c o m p l ic a t e d  m o t i f s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  e a r l y  y e a r s  t o  the  

e l a b o r a t e  g i l t  and polychrome d e c o r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  Tucker  and 

Hem phil l  p e r i o d .  The b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  d e c o r a t i o n  was a r e s u l t  o f  i n ­

c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n ,  made p o s s i b l e  by th e  i n f l u x  o f  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f rom 

J o s e p h  H e m p h i l l .

D es igns  i n  t h e  h a n d - c o l o r e d  p a t t e r n  book i n c l u d e  c o m b i n a t i o n s  

o f  such m o t i f s  a s  s p r i g ,  polychrome f l o r a l ,  s e p i a  and c h a r c o a l  l a n d ­

s c a p e s ,  and v a r i o u s  g i l t  d e s i g n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  " s p i d e r "  

p a t t e r n  ( P l a t e  XXI) .

E a r l y  f a c t o r y  r e c o r d s  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  Tucker
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p o r c e l a i n s  were p l a i n  w h i t e  o r  had o n ly  g i l t  d e c o r a t i o n .  A l e t t e r

d a t e d  J a n u a r y  16,  1827,  w r i t t e n  t o  Benjamin  Tucker  by I s a a c  and Hannah

J o n e s  s t a t e s :

Thy a c c e p t a n c e  n o t e  o f  t h i s  morn ing  we ha ve  
r e c e i v e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  accompanying
spec imen  o f  American  China c o n s i s t i n g  o f
two e l e g a n t l y  w h i t e  p i t c h e r s  m a n u f a c tu r e d  
by thy  son  W i l l i a m  E l l i s . . . ®

The T uc ke r  e n t r i e s  i n  the  1826 F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

were g i l t  and w h i t e ,  and th e  1827 c o m p e t i t i o n ,  won by the  Tucker  

f a c t o r y ,  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  a l l  e n t r i e s  had t o  be e i t h e r  p l a i n  w h i t e  o r
Q

g i l t .  Even though th e  u n d e c o r a t e d  and g i l t - a n d - w h i t e  w a re s  were 

p roduced  e a r l y  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  

u n t i l  1838.  A s o l i d - w h i t e  perfume b o t t l e ,  e x e c u t e d  i n  a p s e udo -  

C h inese  manner ,  was produced  f o r  Mary E a r p ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  Thomas T u c k e r ,  

a s  l a t e  a s  1837. A g i l t  and w h i t e  d i n n e r  and t e a  s e r v i c e ,  a p o p u l a r  

t y p e ,  was m a n u f a c tu r e d  f o r  Ann Tucker  i n  1836.  The r a n g e  o f  a l l - w h i t e  

w a re s  made by th e  f a c t o r y  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t ,  wh ich  c o n t a i n s  a l a r g e  number o f  w h i t e  

f l o w e r  p o t s ,  v a s e s ,  t e a p o t s ,  and a to by  j u g .

A c o n s t a n t  t h r e a d  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  on Tucke r  

p o r c e l a i n  i s  t h e  u se  o f  g i l d i n g .  Tab le  w a re s  and v a s e s  f r e q u e n t l y  

i n c l u d e d  g i l t  w r e a t h s ,  f l o w e r s ,  m e d a l l i o n s ,  t r o p h i e s ,  monograms,  and 

i n i t i a l s .  Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  b a p t i s m a l  bowl i n s c r i b e d  i n  g i l t ,  

" P r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church ,  West  C h e s t e r ,  C h e s t e r  

County ,  F e b r u a r y  22nd ,  1834 by J o s e p h  Hem phi l l  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a . " ^
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Tha t  bowl i s  m e r e ly  a c ove red  v e g e t a b l e  d i s h  w i t h o u t  i t s  c o v e r .

A n o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Tucker  p a t t e r n  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  the  

d e s i g n  b o o k s ,  and se en  on many p i e c e s  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  b o th  e a r l y  

and l a t e ,  i s  t h e  s e p i a  and c h a r c o a l  l a n d s c a p e .  A l l  t h e  l a n d s c a p e s  

have  th e  same g e n e r a l  f e a t u r e s :  a house  o r  r u s t i c  c h u rc h  w i t h  a l a k e

and t r e e s  i n  t h e  f o re g ro u n d  and m ou n ta in s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  These 

s c e n e s  were  p roduced  w i t h  a few s t r o k e s  o f  t h e  b r u s h  and no two a r e  

i d e n t i c a l .  While  t h e  s c e n e s  a p p e a r  t o  be c r u d e l y  e x e c u t e d ,  t h e r e  i s  

a s u b t l e n e s s  o f  d e t a i l  a c h i e v e d  by th e  d e l i c a t e  s h a d in g  and shadows 

o f  t h e  t r e e s  and m o u n ta in s .  The l a n d s c a p e s  a p p e a r  t o  be p r o d u c t s  o f  

the  a r t i s t ' s  o r  d e c o r a t o r ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  

o f  a c t u a l  s c e n e s .  They a r e  a l l  hand p a i n t e d  and n o t  t r a n s f e r  p r i n t e d ;  

t r a n s f e r  p r i n t s  were  n e v e r  employed d u r i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  

o p e r a t i o n .  Edward Hazen ,  i n  t h e  1839 e d i t i o n  o f  Panorama o f  P r o ­

f e s s i o n s  & T r a d e s  o r  Everym an 's  Book, r e c o r d s  the  p r o c e s s  o f  t h i s  

" p e n c i l "  d r a w in g .  The e n t r y  a p p e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  s e c t i o n  e n t i t l e d  

" P a i n t i n g  and p r i n t i n g " ;  i t  s t a t e s :

When t h e  v e s s e l s  a r e  t o  be ornamented  w i t h  
c o l o u r s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  i n  most  c a s e s ,  t h a t  
t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  work be done a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  
b u r n i n g .  In  C h in a ,  and a t  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  m a n u f a c t o r y  
i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  ^Tucke r]  , t he  d raw in g s  a r e  e x e c u te d  
by hand w i t h  a p e n c i l :  t h e  same method i s  used i n
Europe ,  i n  e l a b o r a t e  p i e c e s  o f  t h e  same workmanship.

Thomas T u c k e r ,  t h e  c h i e f  d e c o r a t o r  o f  the  Tucker  f a c t o r y ,  i s  

c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  use  o f  s e p i a  and c h a r c o a l  l a n d s c a p e s .  I t  

ha s  a lw ays  been  assumed t h a t  t h e s e  monochrom at ic  " d a u b s "  were  t h e  

f a c t o r y ' s  f i r s t  a t t e m p t s  a t  d e c o r a t i o n  and were c o n f i n e d  e x c l u s i v e l y
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t o  the  f a c t o r y ' s  e a r l y  p e r i o d .  Because o f  t h i s  a s s u m p t io n  W i l l i a m

Tucke r  i s  u s u a l l y  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  b e in g  th e  a r t i s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the

brown l a n d s c a p e s .  Documents b e l o n g i n g  to  Tucker  d e s c e n d a n t s  would

tend t o  n e g a t e  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n .  Among the  p a p e r s  a r e  t h r e e  wash

d r a w i n g s ,  e x e c u te d  i n  t h e  manner o f  the  l a n d s c a p e s ,  s ig n e d  by Thomas
1 o

Tucker  and d a t e d  1828.  Thi s  would i n d i c a t e  Thomas Tucker  may have 

be en  t h e  a r t i s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l a n d s c a p e s ;  and a s  c h i e f  d e c o r a t o r  

u n t i l  1838,  the  d e s i g n s  would have  been  c o n t i n u e d  a s  long  a s  consumers  

were  w i l l i n g  t o  p u r c h a s e  them. 1828 was a l s o  t h e  y e a r  Thomas Tucke r  

e n t e r e d  the  f i r m .

Thomas Tucker  began work a s  W i l l i a m ' s  a p p r e n t i c e .  I n  1829 

Thomas became unhappy w i t h  h i s  m e n ia l  p o s i t i o n  and d e s i r e d  more r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  and c r e a t i v i t y .  Benjamin Tucker  championed Thomas ' s  

c a u se  and w r o te  a l e t t e r  t o  W i l l i a m  which s t a t e d :

I  hope t h e e  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  g e t  him (an  
a p p r e n t i c e  t o  l e a r n  p a i n t i n g  on Ch ina)  on 
thy  own a c c o u n t ,  a s  I  t h i n k  he w i l l  be an 
a c q u i s i t i o n  t o  t h e e ;  and a l s o  on Thomas ' s  
a c c o u n t ,  a s  he w i l l  o f  c o u r s e  t a k e  Thom as ' s  
p l a c e  a s  t h e  y o u n g e s t  a p p r e n t i c e ,  and w i l l  
e n a b le  t h e e  t o  t a k e  Thomas a l t o g e t h e r  f rom 
th e  r u d i m e n t a l  p a t t e r n s ,  t o  p a i n t i n g  more 
i m p o r t a n t  and impos ing  f i g u r e s  -  Thomas 
has  shown a v e ry  commendable d i s p o s i t i o n ,  
by c o n t e n t e d l y  p u r s u i n g  t h e  f i r s t  r u d im e n t s  
f o r  one y e a r .  And now I  shou ld  l i k e  h i s  
go ing  to  t h e  Wt^e p e r f e c t  p a i n t i n g  f o r  
a n o t h e r  y e a r .

As t h e  c h i e f  d e c o r a t o r ,  Thomas Tucker  became th e  a r t i s t  r e ­

s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  polychrome f l o r a l  d e c o r a t i o n s ,  which  a r e  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Tucker  t r a d e m a r k .  The Tucker  s p r i g w a r e  p a t t e r n ,
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c l o s e l y  co p ie d  from E n g l i s h  p r o t o t y p e s ,  seems to  have been a p o p u l a r  

s t y l e .  The d e s i g n  books d e v o te  t e n  p l a t e s  to  p i c t u r e s  o f  s p r i g w a r e  

p a t t e r n s .  F e s t o o n s  and bouque ts  o f  f l o w e r s ,  f r u i t ,  and b i r d s ,  a l l  

w i t h  g i l t  g a r l a n d s  and b a n d s ,  were p o p u l a r  m o t i f s  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  

twe lve  y e a r  p e r i o d  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  R o s e s ,  t u l i p s ,  v i o l e t s ,  c o r n f l o w e r s ,  

and f o r g e t - m e - n o t s  were  t h e  f l o w e r s  t h a t  p redom ina ted  i n  Tucke r  d e ­

s i g n s .  Many o f  t h e s e  shaded f l o w e r s  r e s e m b le  d e c o r a t i o n s  found on 

p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  p o t t e r i e s  o f  Spode and Rockingham d u r i n g  the  

f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A n o th e r  f l o r a l  m o t i f  employed 

by t h e  f a c t o r y  was t h e  moss r o s e  p a t t e r n  which  was a l s o  p o p u l a r  i n  

E n g l a n d .

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t  has  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  w a t e r c o l o r s  

by Thomas Tucker  i n  which  t h e  same ty p e  o f  l e a v e s  and f l o w e r s  a r e  u s e d .  

They imply t h a t  Thomas Tucker  may have b e e n " t h e  f a c t o r y  d e c o r a t o r  who 

o r i g i n a t e d  t h e s e  o r n a t e  f l o r a l  m o t i f s  which  became th e  s t a n d a r d  f a c t o r y  

d e s i g n s .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  f l o r a l  p a t t e r n s  a p p e a r  t o  be i n  the  F re nch  and 

E n g l i s h  t a s t e ,  w i t h  heavy  gold b a n d s ,  f l o w e r s ,  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l i s t i c  

e l e m e n t s .  The s e l e c t i o n  o f  m o t i f s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e s  o f  Tucker  

p o r c e l a i n  depended on the  a r t i s t ' s  f ancy  in -c o m b in i n g  the  d e s i g n s  o r  on 

t h e  p e r s o n a l  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  c u s to m e r .

The s p e c i a l l y - m a d e  p i e c e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  v a s e s  and p i t c h e r s ,  d i s ­

p l a y  t h e  f i n e s t  d e c o r a t i o n  employed by t h e  f a c t o r y .  M o t i f s  employed 

on t h e s e  p i e c e s  r ange d  from p a t r i o t i c  d e v i c e s  and p o r t r a i t s  o f  i m p o r t ­
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a n t  p e r s o n s ,  t o  sc ene s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and r o m a n t i c  l a n d s c a p e s .  A 

number o f  t h e  p i t c h e r s  i n  the  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t  c o l l e c t i o n  

f e a t u r e  American f l a g s ,  s t a r s ,  and the  American e a g l e  c l a s p i n g  the  

O l ive  Branch o f  P e a c e .  The a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  p a t r i o t i c  d e v i c e s  on 

Tucke r  p o r c e l a i n  can  be u n d e r s to o d  when we c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  

hope f o r  s u c c e s s  was founded on a "buy American" p o l i c y ,

George W a s h i n g t o n ' s  p o r t r a i t  a l s o  a p p e a r s  on a Tucker  p i t c h e r

i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t  c o l l e c t i o n .  The d e s i g n  s o u rc e  f o r

t h a t  p o r t r a i t  i s  the  W i l l i a m  B i r c h  p r i n t ,  d e r i v e d  from G i l b e r t  S t u a r t ' s

14"Vaughan p o r t r a i t "  o f  W ash ing ton .  A no the r  p i t c h e r ,  marked on th e  

bo t to m ,  i n  r e d ,  "M anufac tu red  by J o s .  H e m p h i l l ,  P h i l a d . " ,  ha s  a c o l o r  

p o r t r a i t  o f  Major  G ene ra l  Anthony Wayne cop ie d  from an o i l  p o r t r a i t  by 

C h a r l e s  W i l l s o n  P e a l e , ^

An 1827 wedding p r e s e n t ,  a p a i r  o f  b e a k e r - s h a p e  v a s e s ,  f o r  

Sa rah  W i s t a r  M o r r i s  and J o s e p h  P e r o t  i l l u s t r a t e s  two famous P h i l a d e l ­

ph ia  h o u s e s  -  " S o l i t u d e "  and "W oodlands" . ^  The s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  d e c o ­

r a t i o n  i s ,  a g a i n ,  W i l l i a m  B i r c h :  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  were t a k e n  from

h i s  1808 e d i t i o n  o f  Coun t ry  S e a t s . ^

The dam and b r i d g e  a t  F a i rm oun t  P a r k  seem a l s o  t o  have  been 

f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t s  f o r  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  Thomas T uc ke r .  

A c r u d e l y  e x e c u t e d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  S c h u y l k i l l  R i v e r  

on a p i t c h e r  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  a w a t e r c o l o r  s ig n e d  by Thomas T ucke r .

Thomas T u c k e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  S c h u y l k i l l  B r idge  and Waterworks i s  

a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  on a p a i r  o f  t w o - f o o t - t a l l  v a s e s  i n  t h e
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P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t .  One va se  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a view o f  the  

dam a t  Fa i rm o u n t  P a r k  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  va se  h a s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  the  

Wate rworks  b u i l d i n g s .  The l a c k  o f  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  t h e s e  v i e w s ,  a 

common p rob lem  i n  p a i n t i n g s  by Thomas T u c k e r ,  has  l ed  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  

t h a t  t h e s e  v a s e s  were  p a i n t e d  by him.  A n o t h e r  p a i r  o f  t w o - f o o t - h i g h  

v a s e s  i s  e n t i r e l y  cove red  w i t h  f e s t o o n s  o f  f l o w e r s  i n  n a t u r a l  c o l o r s ,  

heavy  gold work ,  and b u f f  bands i n  an a lm o s t  h e r r i n g - b o n e  d e s i g n .

Both p a i r s  o f  v a s e s  have g i l t  ormulu h a n d l e s  w i t h  e a g l e - h e a d  t e r m i n a l s ,  

i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  f r e q u e n t l y  found on S e v r e s  v a s e s .  The h a n d l e s  

were  d e s i g n e d  by P h i l a d e l p h i a n  F r e d e r i c k  Sachse  and c a s e  by C.

C o r n e l i u s  and Son,  P h i l a d e l p h i a . ^  Female c a r y a t i d  h a n d l e s ,  which  

were  v e r y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h  f a c t o r i e s  such  a s  S e v r e s ,  were  a l s o  

employed by t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  on i t s  v a s e s .

Two o t h e r  p a i r s  o f  v a s e s  a r e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e .  One p a i r

d e p i c t s  c o l o r  p o r t r a i t s  o f  R a p h a e l ' s  "Madonna o f  t h e  C h a i r "  and

D o m e n ic h in o ' s  " S t .  J ohn  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t " ;  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  p a i r  f e a t u r e s

19s c e n e s  o f  a s h ip w re c k  and th e  r e s c u e  o f  a d ro w n in g  m o the r  and c h i l d .  7 

The q u a l i t y  o f  p a i n t i n g  on b o t h  p a i r s  o f  v a s e s  i s  o u t s t a n d i n g .  The 

d e g r e e  o f  d e t a i l  p l a c e s  them above  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  Tucke r  p o r c e l a i n  i n  

t h e i r  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .

O th e r  p i e c e s  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n ,  such  a s  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  

v e i l l e u s e s ,  a r e  e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  r u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  composed 

o f  c o t t a g e s ,  cows,  and happy p e a s a n t s ,  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h o s e  found on 

German p o r c e l a i n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .
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The West  C h e s t e r  R u p u b l i c a n  & Democrat:,  i n  an 1833 a r t i c l e ,

r e p o r t e d  on the  f a c t o r y ' s  p r o d u c t s  and d e c o r a t i o n s  and s t a t e d  t h a t

. . . . W e  were  a s t o n i s h e d  t o  see  the  amount 
o f  l a b o r  and i n g e n u i t y  bestowed upon th e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  e v e r y  p i e c e  p ro d u c e d .  The 
q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  ware  m a n u fa c tu red  i n  t h i s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i s ,  we b e l i e v e ,  i n  e v e ry  
r e s p e c t  e q u a l  t o  F r e n c h  c h i n a ,  and th e  
shape  o f  the v a r i o u s  v e s s e l s  i s  made to  
s u i t  t h e  t a s t e  o f  p u r c h a s e r s . . . .we n o t i c e d  
one a r t i s t  engaged upon a l a r g e  and b e a u ­
t i f u l  v a s e ,  upon which  he was cop y in g  a 
f u l l  l e n g t h  l i k e n e s s  o f  G ene ra l  J a c k s o n  
a t  t h e  H e r m i t a g e ,  he made a s p l e n d i d  
p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  and h a v in g  l a t e l y  
s e e n  th e  P r e s i d e n t  was e n a b le d  t o  c o r r e c t  
some i n a c c u r a c i e s  which  marked the  p i c t u r e  
wh ich  he  was c o p y in g .

O th e r  a r t i s t s  were  d raw ing  l a n d s c a p e s ,
P h i l a d e l p h i a  s c e n e r y ,  t h e  w a t e r  w o r k s ,  n e i g h ­
b o r i n g  f a r m s ,  &c. and i t  was o b se rve d  t o  us 
t h a t  any p i c t u r e  would be a lm o s t  im m e d ia te ly  
c o p ie d  on the  p i t c h e r s ,  v a s e s ,  &c. which  a 
p u r c h a s e r  m igh t  o r d e r .  We saw a l a r g e  and 
c o m p le te  s e t  o f  c h in a  made t o  o r d e r  f o r  a 
l a d y  i n  L a n c a s t e r . . .and a p r o p o r t i o n a t e  
number o f  o t h e r  v e s s e l s ,  a l l  t o  be made o f  
t h e  shape  and w i t h  the  d e g r e e  o f  p a t t e r n s  
f u r n i s h e d  by th e  p u r c h a s e r s . ^ ®

The West  C h e s t e r  V i l l a g e  R e c o r d , J a n u a r y  19 ,  1831,  d i s c u s s e d

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  and i t s  p r i c e s  when i t  w r o t e :

C e r t a i n  i t  i s  t h e  ware i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  b e a u t i f u l  
t h a t  which  i s  f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  r i c h e s t  s t y l e ,  
comes h i g h ,  and e v e r  m us t ,  from th e  c o s t  o f  
p a i n t i n g ,  i t  b e i n g  p a i n t e d  and f lo w ere d  by 
t h e  s low p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  p e n c i l ,  by f i n i s h e d  
a r t i s t s .  The l e s s  ornamented  we shou ld  
suppose  would come low.  One t h i n g  he Tucker  
seems t o  need -  t h e  b e l l  and th e  s p e a k i n g  
t r u m p e t .  I t  i s  v a i n  t h a t  he make t h e  most  
s p l e n d i d  ware  i n  t h e  wor ld  u n l e s s  he l e t s  the  
w o r ld  know i t . . . . m o r e  n o i s e  shou ld  be made 
a b o u t  i t . ^
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From th e  above s t a t e m e n t  i t  can be assumed t h a t  the  Tucker  

f a c t o r y  made few a t t e m p t s  a t  a d v e r t i s i n g  i t s  p r o d u c t s .  A c a r e f u l  

s u r v e y  o f  t h r e e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d a i l y  newspapers  f rom 1826 u n t i l  1838 

f a i l e d  t o  p roduce  a s i n g l e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y .  A 

t r a d e  c a r d ,  a copy o f  which i s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  the  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

Museum o f  A r t ,  a p p e a r s  to  be t h e  o n ly  e x t a n t  p r i n t e d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  

f o r  the  f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e a .  The c a rd  a d v e r t i s e d :

^************************************************
|  AMERICAN CHINA MANUFACTORY, *
* S.W. C orne r  o f  S c h u y l k i l l  & C h e s t n u t  S t s . ,  -s
*  OR AT THE DEPOSITORY |
* Ne7-296-GhesfeRut-8treefe-y-abeve-Eighfc-Sfereefe £
* Where i s  c o n s t a n t l y  k e p t  on hand ,  a 5
* s u p e r i o r  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  C h in a ,  c o m p r i s i n g  £
& DINNER SETS, TEA SETS, VASES, MANTEL |
|  ORNAMENTS, PITCHERS, FRUIT BASKETS, &c. £
* & c . , e i t h e r  p l a i n  o r  o r n a m e n te d ,  and o f  £
£  the  l a t e s t  p a t t e r n s ,  which may be pu rch a s e d  £
* f o r  Cash ,  a t  reduced  p r i c e s .  £
* -g
* A lso  a r e  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  £
|  FIRE BRICK & TILE |
» Of a s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y ,  m a n u f a c tu r e d  i n  £
* p a r t  f rom th e  m a t e r i a l s  o f  which  th e  China £
* i s  composed,  -  These have been p r o v e d ,  by £
* com pe ten t  j u d g e s ,  t o  be e q u a l  t o  the  b e s t  #

S t o u r b r i d g e  B r i c k .  ^ 2 2

The e x i s t i n g  b i l l s  o f  s a l e ,  r e c e i p t s ,  and l e t t e r s  c o n c e r n in g  

s a l e s  t end  t o  p rove  t h a t  most  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  was so ld  i n  t h e  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  a r e a .  Those p i e c e s  s o ld  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  o u t s i d e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  ' 

a p p e a r  t o  have been  p u rch a s e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  who were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  

Tucker  f a m i ly  o r  f a c t o r y .  The one documented e x c e p t i o n  o c c u r r e d  in  

Bos to n .  The Bos ton  Commercial  G a z e t t e  r e c o r d e d  an  a u c t i o n  h e l d  by the  

S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P rom ot ion  o f  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  and Mechanic  A r t s  which
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i n c l u d e d  an i n v o i c e  o f  p o r c e l a i n  from the  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  f a c t o r y . ^

In  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  the  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  the  

V i r g i n i a  G o v e r n o r ' s  Mansion i n  1830 i s  t h e  e n t r y :

Rece iv ed  S e p t .  23rd o f  Mr. W. II. R ic h a rd s o n  
F i f t e e n / D o l l a r s  i n  f u l l  f o r  two p a i r s  
American P o r c e l a i n  J u g s  ( p i t c h e r s )

$ 1 5 .5 0  T. Tucker  24

Mr. R i c h a r d s o n ,  i n  c h a rg e  o f  f u r n i s h i n g  the  m ans ion ,  had made a buying  

t r i p  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and i t  seems l o g i c a l  to  suppose  t h a t  he he a rd  o f  

t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  w h i l e  t h e r e ,  o r  obs e rv e d  Tucke r  p o r c e l a i n  i n  a 

p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e ,

A s i m i l a r  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  i n v o l v i n g  a n o t h e r  S o u t h e r n e r ,  was r e ­

p o r t e d  i n  t h e  West  C h e s t e r  V i l l a g e  Record o f  1831. In  t h e  a r t i c l e  t h e  

w r i t e r  s t a t e s :

I t  was two y e a r s  s i n c e  I  v i s i t e d  the  e s t a b l i s h ­
ment .  I  was t h e n  t o l d  the  s o u t h e r n  ge n t l eman  
had pu rcha se d  most  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  and b e a u t i f u l  
f u l l  s e t  was shown me f i n i s h i n g  f o r  a s o u t h e r n  
l a d y .  We do t h i s  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  t a s t e  and 
p u b l i c  s p i r i t  o f  o u r  s o u t h e r n  c i t i z e n s ,  w i t h  
much p l e a s u r e . ^

T h i s  a r t i c l e  would a l s o  tend  t o  i n f e r  t h a t  t h e  s e t  was o r d e r e d  w h i l e  

t h e  "g en t l em a n "  was i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

The same i s  t r u e  o f  t h e  t e a  s e t  s o ld  t o  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  John  

Griscom o f  New York C i t y .  They bought  t h e  t ea  s e t  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  and had i t  sh ip p e d  t o  New York.  The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e ­

l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  t e a  s e t  and i t s  e v e n t u a l  d e l i v e r y  t o  New York 

p r e s e n t s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  one a s p e c t  o f  the  

b u s i n e s s  and o f  t h e i r  c u s tom e r  r e l a t i o n s .  Both o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  be
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c i t e d  were w r i t t e n  by Benjamin Tucker  who seems t o  have t a k e n  c a r e  o f  

t h e  f a c t o r y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  The f i r s t  l e t t e r ,  d a te d  June  8 ,  1830, 

r e l a t e s :

J o h n  Griscom New York
J o h n  Griscom to  Wm E. Tucker
F o r  a sum a s  i n  t h e  b i l l  s e n t  $20 .00

box .37%
20.37% '

Esteemed f r i e n d .
E nc lo se d  i s  the  r e c e i p t  ( f rom  th e  c a p t a i n  

o f  the  s c hoone r  Columbia)  f o r  a Box c o n t a i n ­
in g  the  p o r c e l a i n  th y  d a u g h t e r s  o r d e r e d ,  I  
hope w i l l  r e a c h  t h e e  i n  s a f e t y .  I t  w i l l  be 
p r o p e r  t o  make e n q u i r y  to  a s c e r t a i n  when the  
sc h o o n e r  a r r i v e s ,  a t  New York,  so t h a t  thy  
box may be c a r e f u l l y  d e l i v e r e d  to  t h e e .  My 
son i n  p a c k in g  the  a r t i c l e s ,  h a s  p u t  two 
cake  p l a t e s  i n  the  p l a c e  o f  a s u g a r  bowl - 
a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  p r i c e  t h e  m i s t a k e  i s  i n  thy  
f a v o r  bu t  i f  thou  would p r e f e r  h a v in g  them 
changed th o u  can have  i t  done a t  any t i m e .
He ha s  s e n t  the  b i l l .  B.T.
F a t h e r  ment ioned  to  me t h a t  you wished  t o
know the  p r i c e  o f  my p o r c e l a i n  t e a s  and 
m u f f i n s ,  p l a i n  and g i l d e d .  The b e s t  q u a l i t y  
o f  g i l d e d  t e a s  such a s  a r e  w a r r a n t e d  t o  wear  
w e l l  a r e  f i v e  D o l l a r s  f o r  tw e lv e  cups & f i v e  
d o l l a r s  f o r  twe lve  s a u c e r s  and f o u r  d o l l a r s  
f o r  tw e lve  m u f f in s  o f  t h e  same. We have i n ­
f e r i o r  a r t i c l e s  a t  a l e s s  p r i c e ,

The f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  was c oncerned  w i t h  a d i s a g r e e m e n t  be tween

t h e  two p a r t i e s .  The c u s tom e rs  f e l t  t h e y  shou ld  have r e c e i v e d  more

p o r c e l a i n  f o r  t h e i r  money. Benjamin Tucker  answered :

Esteemed f r i e n d  John  Griscom J u n e  2 9 , -1 8 3 0
t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  $20 f o r  the  t e a  s e t  and 37 c t s  
f o r  the  box I  have s e e n  my son W i l l i a m  and he 
h a s  g iv e n  me the  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  t e a  s e t  
w hich  I  s o ld  t o  th y  d a u g h t e r s  -  The g i r l s  w i l l  
r e c o l l e c t  I  s t a t e d  t o  them t h e  whole number o f  
p i e c e s  were 72 and t h e  p r i c e  $32 -  I n  o r d e r  
however  t o  r educ e  i t  t o  $20 I  a g re e d  t o  t a k e  
o u t -
2 t e a p o t s  making 4 p i e c e s  f o r  $3 .50
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1 c o f f e e  p o t
1 cream'
2 ca k es

h a v i n g  f o r  them

p i e c e s $ 4 .00
1 . 00
1.50

1 0 .0 0

24 cups 
24 s a u c e r s  
12 m u f f i n s  

1 s u g a r  
, 1 s l o p  '

24
24
12

2
1

p i e c e s
II

72 p i e c e s  making t o g e t h e r  
W i l l i a m  t h ro u g h  a m i s t a k e  r e t a i n e d  th e  s u g a r  
which  was one d o l l a r  and s e n t  t h e  c r e a m e r  and two 
cake  p l a t e s  t o g e t h e r  $ 2 . 5 0 .  But  d i d  n o t  v a ry  
i n  t h e  p r i c e  f rom t h e  $20.  Thou w i l t  f rom th e  
above s t a t e m e n t  p e r c e i v e  the  i d e a  o f  b e i n g  
2 dozen m u f f i n s  a s  m ent ioned  i n  thv  l e t t e r  
t o  Jo h n  R i c h a r d s o n  was a m i s t a k e .

T u c k e r ' s  most i n f l u e n t i a l  c u s to m e r  was Andrew J a c k s o n .  W i l l i a m  

T uc ke r  s e n t  a sample  o f  h i s  p o r c e l a i n  to  J a c k s o n  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  the  

P r e s i d e n t  m igh t  become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t o r y  and to  e n l i s t  h i s  

a i d  i n  t h e i r  f i g h t  t o  i n s t i g a t e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f s  a g a i n s t  European 

i m p o r t s .  J a c k s o n ,  w h i l e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  an o f f i c i a l  a g r e e m e n t ,  was 

p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  and p l a c e d  an  o r d e r  w i t h  t h e  f i r m .  The 

l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  o r d e r  i s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Tucke r  

f a m i l y  p a p e r s .  The l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  t o  J a c k s o n  a t  t h e  Hermi tage  on 

J u l y  13,  1830,  s t a t e s :

Dear  S i r .
About  s i x  weeks a g o ,  I  r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  

f rom you ,  f o r  t h e  m an u f a c tu r e  o f  some p o r ­
c e l a i n ,  wh ich  I  im m ed ia te ly  commenced, and 
had i t  f i n i s h e d ,  e x c e p t i n g  i n  t h e  l a s t  b u r n ­
i n g .  The k i l n  i n  which  i t  was p l a c e d  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o se  o f  c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s  was u n ­
f o r t u n a t e l y  l o s t ,  owing to  a long  c o n t i n u a n c e  
o f  w e t  w e a t h e r .  In  asmuch a s  I  u n d e r s t o o d  
t h a t  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  i n  q u e s t i o n  was d e s i g n e d  f o r  
u se  d u r i n g  your  s t a y  a t  your  c o u n t r y  s e a t  I  
d e c l i n e d  recommencing t h e  o r d e r  ( a s  i t  would
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From t h e  p r e v i o u s  e v id e n c e  i t  would a p p e a r ,  as  f a r  a s  i s  known,

t h a t  Tucker  was urged to  a d v e r t i s e ,  b u t  d e c l i n e d .  The p r o d u c t s  were

v e r y  p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e a ,  where  i t  was cus tom ary  f o r

w e a l t h y  and p r om ine n t  f a m i l i e s  to  have t a b l e  s e r v i c e s  made o f  Tucker

p o r c e l a i n .  N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f a m i l i e s  a l s o  v a lu e d  Tucker  f o r  i t s

a r t i s t i c  and h i s t o r i c  q u a l i t i e s .  The w i l l  o f  Emma Ha ines  o f  New

J e r s e y  c a u t i o n e d  th e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  h e r  Tucker  c h i n a :

I  g i v e  and beq u e a th  u n t o  my n e i c e  my g u i l t  
c h in a  t e a  s e t ,  hop in g  she w i l l  be ve ry  
c a r e f u l  o f  i t ,  f o r  my s a k e .

A s i n g l e  s h e e t ,  " P r i c e s  f o r  Making Wares and P r i c e s  f o r  Which 

They a r e  S o l d " ,  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t ,  

p r o v i d e s  an e x t e n s i v e  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o s t  o f  Tucker  

p o r c e l a i n  and what  t h e  p u b l i c  was c ha rged  f o r  the  u n d e c o r a t e d  w a r e s .  

D e c o r a t i n g  and g i l d i n g  were e x t r a  and t h e i r  c o s t  was added a f t e r  t h e  

" b l a n k "  p i e c e  had been s e l e c t e d .  The p r i c e  q u o t a t i o n  l i s t s :

c o s t  f o r  making s o l d  a t
P i t c h e r s .10% ea $ 1 .0 0  ea
T eapo ts .12% t f 1 .00% I I

Sugar .12% I I .75 I I

Small  s u g a r .12% I f .62 I I

C o f f e e  p o t .35 I I 2 .0 0 I f

Creamer .12% I I .37% I I

Small  c reamer .12% I f .25 I I

Gravy b o a t s .12% I I . 50 t t

S h e l l  d i s h e s .1 0 11 1 .0 0 11

Square  comport .08 I I 1 .0 0 I I

C u s t a r t  Stand .15 I I 3 .0 0 I I

Round d i s h e s .03 I f .75 I f

F r u i t  B a s k e t s .2 0 I I 2 .0 0 I I

Stand f o r  Do. .15 I f .75 I f

High Comports .20 I I 2 .5 0 I f

Cake S ta n d s .12% I I 1 .0 0 I f

Salad  Octagon .2 0 I I 2 .0 0 I I

P i e c e  f o r  C u s t a rd  cup Stand .06 I I . 50 I I

Tumblers .02 I I 1 .0 0 I t
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r e q u i r e  s i x  o r  e i g h t  weeks t o  f i n i s h  i t ) . ^ ®

Through a m utua l  f r i e n d s h i p ,  Marcus C. S t e p h e n s ,  a B a l t im o r e

m e r c h a n t ,  was s u p p l i e d  w i t h  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .  On J u l y  18, 1827,

Benjamin  Tucker  w r o t e  t o  S t e p h e n s :

Dear  F r i e n d ,  In  a l e t t e r  t o  thy  son Sam Bar ron  
thou  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  s i x  p a i r s  o f  P o r c e l a i n  
J u g s  from my s o n ' s  f a c t o r y  migh t  be forwarded  
f o r  s a l e  i n y o u r  s t o r e  i n  o r d e r  to  g i v e  them -  
t h a t  he h a s  t h e r e f o r e  fo rw arded  them & e n c lo s e d  
a b i l l .

Bot o f  Wm E l l i s  Tucker  
6 p r  J u g s  @ 3 D o l l s  p e r  p r  $18 
D i s c t  f o r  c a sh  t o  m e r c h a n t s  20 p e r c e n t ^

A n o th e r  B a l t i m o r e a n ,  W i l l i a m  Tyson ,  o r d e r e d  a t e a  s e t  f rom t h e  Tucker

f a c t o r y .  He,  t o o ,  was a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  o f  the  Tucker  f a m i l y .  The

l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Benjamin Tucke r  d a t e d  J u l y  4,  1828 s t a t e s :

Esteemed f r i e n d :
Some u n e x p e c t e d  d e l a y  has  t a k e n  p l a c e  in  
my s o n ' s  f i n i s h i n g  th y  p o r c e l a i n  Tea s e t ,  
i n  consequence  o f  an a c c i d e n t  i n  the

ing l a z i n g  But i t  w i l l  n o t  be n e g l e c t e d .

G r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  were s o ld  i n  t h e  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  -  Camden a r e a .  P e n n s y l v a n i a  ne wspaper  e d i t o r i a l s  p ro c l a im e d  

t h a t  i t  was t h e  d u t y  o f  Americans  t o  p a t r o n i z e  t h i s  American  manufac ­

t u r e r .  One new spape r  e d i t o r  even s u g g e s t e d  t h a t

. . . i t  s hou ld  be r e n d e r e d  f a s h i o n a b l e  f o r  
e v e r y  new m a r r i e d  l a d y  t o  g e t  a t ea  s e t  -  
f rom T u c k e r . . . .T u c k e r  we t h i n k  would f ind  
i t  f o r  h i s  i n t e r e s t  t o  s e n d ,  a t  l e a s t  to  
e v e r y  C oun t ry  town,  a few s e t s ,  and l e t  them 
be known a s  h i s  -  s een  and a d m i red .  F a m i l i e s  
o f  f o r t u n e  s hou ld  o r d e r  s e t s  w i t h  t h e i rOl
names on e a c h  p i e c e .  x
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Large  p l a t e s  .04  ea 4 .5 0  dz
Cup p l a t e s  .01-2 " 1 .50  "
P l a t e s  . 0 3 - . 0 4  " 2 , 5 0 - 4 . 5 0  "
M uff ins  .01% " 2 . 0 0  "
Sauce rs  .01% " 1 .5 0  "
Cake s a u c e r s  .0 4  "  .25 ea
T e r r a c e s  .60 " 3 .5 0  ea
Cups .01%-.02 "  1 . 2 5 - 2 . 0 0  d z 33

The Tucker  p a t t e r n  books a l s o  l i s t  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  t h e  s e p a r a t e  

p i e c e s .  Those p i e c e s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  l i s t  a r e :

C y l i n d r i c a l  v e i l l e u s e s  w i t h  t e a p o t s $ 1 .6 0  ■
Vase shaped " " 11 2 .5 0
L arge  u n d e c o ra t e d  v a s e s 1 .50
Amphora shaped vase 1 .50
F unne l s 2 .0 0
B u t t e r  c o o l e r s 1 .0 0
Round s m a l l  j u g s .50
F l e t c h e r  shaped p i t c h e r s 1 .50
Walker  shaped p i t c h e r .37%
G r e c ia n  shape 1 .0 0  .
Vase shaped 1 .0 0
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C h a p te r  VI 

TECHNIQUES OF IDENTIFICATION

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  by examin ing  

i t s  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  i n t e r e s t  a r e  

t h e  fo rm s ,  b o d i e s ,  g l a z e s ,  e n a m e ls ,  d e c o r a t i o n s ,  m arks ,  e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and c o l o r  by t r a n s m i t t e d  l i g h t .

The forms u t i l i z e d  by th e  f a c t o r y  can  e a s i l y  be r e c o g n i z e d  by 

a c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  the  Tucker  p a t t e r n  b o oks ,  and by examin in g  the  

documented Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i n  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s . ^  I t  

must  be remembered,  however ,  t h a t  n o t  a l l  forms made by th e  Tucker  

f a c t o r y  were  un iq u e  to  i t .

The body o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  d i f f e r s  s l i g h t l y  from b o th  the  

E n g l i s h  b o n e - c h i n a  body and th e  F r e n c h  s o f t - p a s t e  body.  The i n c l u s i o n  

o f  bone a s h  and o t h e r  minor  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  o f  t h e  Tucker  

f a c t o r y  p r e v e n t  i t  from b e in g  c o n s i d e r e d  a "ha rd  p a s t e "  o r  " t r u e "  

p o r c e l a i n .  By r e f l e c t e d  l i g h t ,  e a r l i e r  Tucker  b o d i e s  p o s s e s s  a 

s l i g h t  y e l l o w i s h  c o l o r ;  b u t  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1828 the  p o r c e l a i n  h a s  a 

h a r d ,  pu re  w h i t e  c o l o r .

The g l a z e  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  c l e a r  and t r a n s ­

p a r e n t ,  w i t h  a b l u i s h  t i n g e  where i t  a c c u m u la t e s  i n  g rooves  and
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f l u t i n g s .  S e v e r a l  p i e c e s  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

Museum o f  A r t  p o s s e s s  a g l a z e  t h a t  i s  opaque w h i t e  where  i t  accumu­

l a t e s  i n  g r o o v e s ,  b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p i e c e s  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  

have  th e  b l u e - t i n t e d  g l a z e .

F o r  d e c o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  f a c t o r y  employed a s t a n d a r d  p a l e t t e  o f  

l e a d - b a s e d  e n a m e ls .  T h i s  enamel  d e c o r a t i o n  i s  a lw ays  e x e c u te d  o y e r ,  

and n e v e r  u n d e r ,  t h e  g l a z e .  The t y p e s  o f  d e c o r a t i o n  used by t h e  

f a c t o r y  can be d i v i d e d  i n t o  two m a jo r  c a t e g o r i e s :

With g o l d :
s e p i a  and c h a r c o a l  l a n d s c a p e s  
b u f f  bands
po lychrome f l o w e r s ,  s p r i g s ,  f r u i t ,  and b i r d s

W i th o u t  g o l d :
s e p i a  and c h a r c o a l  l a n d s c a p e s  
s p r i g - w a r e
po lychrome f l o w e r s ,  f r u i t ,  and b i r d s  
polychrome l a n d s c a p e s  
p a t r i o t i c  d e v i c e s  
p o r t r a i t s

Very few p i e c e s  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  a r e  m arked ,  b u t  t h e  

f a c t o r y  employed s e v e r a l  marks d u r i n g  i t s  t w e lv e  y e a r  h i s t o r y  o f  

o p e r a t i o n .  The marks were  e x e c u te d  i n  r e d  enamel  and go ld  o v e r  the  

g l a z e .  The e a r l i e s t  known f a c t o r y  mark was

W i l l i a m  E l l i s  Tucke r  
M a n u f a c t u r e r  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .

Two marks from t h e  p e r i o d  o f  the  Tucker  and Hulme p a r t n e r s h i p  a r e
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Tucker  & Hulme 
China 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  

1 8 2 8 . 3

and

Tucker  & Hulme 
MANUFACTORERS 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  1 8 2 8 .4

The l a t e s t  f a c t o r y  mark was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  1832 when

J o s e p h  Hem phi l l  was t h e  s o l e  owner o f  t h e  f a c t o r y .  The mark was

M anufac tu red  
by J o .  Hemphil l  

P h i l a d . 5

A s e r i e s  o f  m arks ,  i n c i s e d  on t h e  bo t tom s  o f  v a r i o u s  p i e c e s  

o f  p o r c e l a i n ,  were  a p p l i e d  by m o ld e r s  employed by th e  f a c t o r y .  The 

a t t r i b u t e d  marks a r e  B,F,H,M,V, and W. They have been d i s c u s s e d  i n  

C h a p t e r  IV.

Two e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  ha ve  been  used i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  

Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .  The b a s e s  o f  many Tucke r  u r n s  and v a s e s  t u r n  

s l i g h t l y  upward a t  t h e  c o r n e r s .  The w a r p in g  i s  a r e s u l t  o f  e x c e s s i v e  

s h r i n k a g e  d u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  " b i s c u i t "  f i r i n g .  The o t h e r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  a l s o  c oncerned  w i t h  t h e  u r n s  and v a s e s :  t y p i c a l

c a r y a t i d  h a n d l e s  have  a s m a l l  c e ra m ic  b r a c e  be tw een  t h e  c a r y a t i d  and 

t h e  body o f  t h e  v a s e .  The b r a c e  was a d e v i c e  t o  ke ep  t h e  h a n d l e s  

f rom s a g g i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r i n g .

A n o th e r  means o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i s  by e xam in ing  

t h e  c o l o r  o f  t h e  body by t r a n s m i t t e d  l i g h t :  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  a g r e e n i s h
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c o l o r ;  i n  a few r a r e  i n s t a n c e s  i t  a p p e a r s  o r a n g e .

These methods o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a r e  i n a c c u r a t e  and i m p r e c i s e  

b u t  t h e y  have  been w i d e l y  used  by many in  a t t r i b u t i n g  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .  

They have n o t  p r o v id e d  a s y s t e m a t i c  method f o r  r e l i a b l e  a u t h e n t i c a t i o n .  

With  t h e  emphas i s  on s c i e n t i f i c  methods and t e c h n i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  

f i e l d  o f  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  a r t s  i s  moving i n t o  a new a r e a  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n  

t e c h n i q u e s .

Two p o s s i b l e  new methods  o f  a u t h e n t i c a t i n g  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  

have  been s u g g e s t e d .  The f i r s t  method u t i l i z e s  t h e  u l t r a v i o l e t  

l i g h t :  bo th  s h o r t  wave (2537 A) and long  w a ve (3660 A).  Examined

u n d e r  s h o r t  wave i l l u m i n a t i o n  t h e  Tuc ke r  g i l t  d e c o r a t i o n  d i s p l a y s  an  

u n u s u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c :  a h a l o  o f  w h i t e  o u t l i n e s  t h e  g o l d .  I t  i s

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  mercu ry  used  i n  t h e  g i l d i n g  p r o c e s s  e v a p o r a t e s  

d u r i n g  t h e  f i r i n g  and t h a t  t h e  h a l o  i s  p r o b a b ly  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a co n ­

t a m i n a t i o n  o f  the  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  by a t h i n  f i l m  o f  t h e  gold and 

m erc u ry  c o m b i n a t i o n .  Under  t h e  lo n g  wave u l t r a v i o l e t  l i g h t ,  Tucker  

f l u o r e s c e s  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  pafe b l u e - v i o l e t  c o l o r .  T h i s  r e a c t i o n  h a s

b een  found t o  be c o n s i s t e n t  i n  o v e r  t h r e e  hundred  p i e c e s  o f  Tucker

p o r c e l a i n  examined t o  d a t e  and i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d  

o f  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t i o n ,  1 8 2 6 - 1 8 3 2 .6 S e v e r a l  p i e c e s  e x h i b i t  a d a r k e r ,  

m a t t ,  p i n k  f l u o r e s c e n c e .  T h i s  d a r k e r  f l u o r e s c e n c e  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

t h e  1833-1838 p e r i o d  o f  o p e r a t i o n . ^

These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were  n o t  s een  on p i e c e s  o f  E n g l i s h ,

F r e n c h ,  o r  German p o r c e l a i n  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  bu t  i t  m igh t  be found on
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o t h e r  spe c im ens .  While  t h e  u l t r a v i o l e t  method i s  s t i l l  i n  i t s  e a r l y  

s t a g e s  o f  t r i a l ,  i t  does  p r o v id e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a p p l y i n g  a new 

t e c h n i q u e  to  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .

A n o t h e r ,  a s  y e t  u n t r i e d ,  method f o r  the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and 

a u t h e n t i c a t i o n  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i s  t h e  u se  o f  t h e  N o n - d i s p e r s i v e  

X - r a y  F l u o r e s c e n c e  A n a l y z e r .  T h i s  i n s t r u m e n t  m easu res  t h e  p e r c e n t ­

age s  o f  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  examined o b j e c t s .  By u s i n g  t h e  mach ing ,  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a com pu te r ,  the  known Tucker  r e c i p e s  may be compared 

w i t h  the  a c t u a l  Tucke r  p o r c e l a i n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t r a c e  e l e m e n t s ,  

i n t r o d u c e d  a s  i m p u r i t i e s ,  may prove  h e l p f u l  i n  s e p a r a t i n g  p o r c e l a i n s  

made a t  t h e  Tucke r  f a c t o r y  from th o s e  made e l s e w h e r e .  The method 

h o l d s  g r e a t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  s tu d y  o f  a l l  c e r a m i c s .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  methods t a k e  t h e  fun and e x c i t e m e n t  

o u t  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n -  and a u t h e n t i c a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  a p e r i o d  o f  e x c e l l e n t  

r e p r o d u c t i o n s  and f a k e s ,  l e g e n d s ,  shaky f a m i ly  h i s t o r i e s ,  and th e  

r i s i n g  p r i c e s  f o r  A m er icana ,  n e i t h e r  the  c o l l e c t o r  n o r  t h e  museum can 

a f f o r d  t o  make a c o s t l y  m i s t a k e .
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C o n c l u s io n

T h is  s tu d y  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  has  c o n s id e r e d  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  f a c t o r y ,  i t s  s o u r c e s  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  and f o rm u la e ,  i t s  p a t t e r n  

books and m a n u f a c tu r e d  p r o d u c t s ,  i t s  r e t a i l  s a l e s ,  and modern t e c h -  

n i q u e s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r e s .

Between 1826 and 1838 W i l l i a m  E. Tucker  and t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  

produced p o r c e l a i n  f o r  the  American m a r k e t .  The c o n s t a n t  t h r e a t  o f  

f i n a n c i a l  i n s o l v e n c y ,  a r e s u l t  o f  n o n - p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f s ,  bank f a i l u r e s ,  

n a t i o n a l  economic d e p r e s s i o n s ,  s t r o n g  European c o m p e t i t i o n ,  and the  

p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  prob lems o f  the  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d ,  doomed the  

Tucker  f a c t o r y  t o  c e r t a i n  f a i l u r e .  W i l l i a m  T uc ke r ,  w i t h  the  a s s i s t a n c e  

o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  a t t e m p t e d  to  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  

f i n a n c i a l  bu rden  by a c q u i r i n g  p a r t n e r s .  Dur ing  th e  tw e lve  y e a r  p e r i o d  

o f  o p e r a t i o n  the  f a c t o r y  r e c e i v e d  a id  from a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  t h r e e  

p a r t n e r s  who i n v e s t e d  needed c a p i t a l ;  b u t  w i thd rew  from t h e  p a r t n e r ­

s h i p  a f t e r  b r i e f  p e r i o d s  o f  t im e .

The s u r v i v i n g  f a c t o r y  p a p e r s  document  t h e  l o c a t i o n  and a c q u i s i ­

t i o n  o f  the  n e c e s s a r y  raw m a t e r i a l s  and p r o v id e  t h e  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  

e x t e n s i v e  fo rm ulae  u t i l i z e d  by th e  f a c t o r y .  The Tucker  p a t t e r n  books ,  

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  documented Tucke r  p o r c e l a i n ,  p r o v id e  an e x t e n s i v e  

i ndex  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Tucker  d e c o r a t i o n s  and s h a p e s .  These
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d e s i g n s  document  the  c o n s t a n c y  o f  m o t i f s  used r a t h e r  than  a c h ro n o ­

l o g i c a l  deve lopm ent  o f  them.

By con tem pora ry  s t a n d a r d s  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  was h i g h l y  p r a i s e d  

f o r  i t s  q u a l i t y  o f  d e c o r a t i o n  and newness  o f  d e s i g n .  The new a p p r e c i ­

a t i o n  o f  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d e s i g n  p r o v i d e s  us  w i t h  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n ' s  i n t r i n s i c  m e r i t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  an a po logy  f o r  i t s  

a n t i - u t i l i t a r i a n  a p p e a r a n c e  and o v e r l y  r o m a n t i c  i m p l i c a t i o n s .

Newly e x p lo r e d  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  have a l s o  e n l a r g e d  

o u r  knowledge o f  t h e  wares  and has  e n a b le d  c e ra m ic  s t u d e n t s  t o  a p p ly  a 

more s y s t e m a t i c  and s c i e n t i f i c  method o f  a n a l y s i s  t o  a v e r y  i n a c c u r a t e  

a r e a  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

While  the  s t u d y  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  i t s  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  a much l a r g e r  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  e v i d e n t .  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n  p r o v i d e s  n o t  o n l y  i n s i g h t s  

i n t o  the  h i s t o r y  o f  American  c e ra m ic  p r o d u c t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  i n t o  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  r i s e  o f  American  i n d u s t r y .  As t h e  f i r s t  com m e rc i a l l y  

s u c c e s s f u l  l a r g e - s c a l e  m a n u f a c t o r y  o f  p o r c e l a i n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

t h e  Tucke r  f a c t o r y  b e lo n g s  i n  t h e  vanguard  o f  American  c e ra m ic  h i s t o r y .  

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  f i t s  e x a c t l y  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  

o f  t h e  g rowing i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  r a p i d  n a t i o n a l  growth and u r b a n  deve lopm en t  i n  

t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

The most  i m p o r t a n t  and f a r  r e a c h i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  a s t u d y  o f  

t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  i s  i t s  comment on n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  l i f e .  The
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s t o r y  o f  t h e  Tucke r  f a c t o r y  p r e s e n t s  a c l a s s i c  d icho tomy be tween the  

r i s e  o f  American n a t i o n a l i s m  and th e  American  dependence  on European  

p r e c e d e n t s .  While  t h e  f a c t o r y  was founded on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s u p p l y ­

i n g  an American  m arke t  w i t h  American-made goods ,  i t  was ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  on Europe f o r  i t s  s t y l e s  and p r a c t i c e s .  The Tucker  

fo rm u la e  and r e c i p e s  were co p ie d  from European  books on t h e  p r e p a r a ­

t i o n s  o f  p o r c e l a i n  b o d i e s ,  g l a z e s ,  and e na m e ls :  t h e  sh a p es  and d e c o ­

r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o r c e l a i n  were  a p p r o x i m a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  F r e n c h  and 

E n g l i s h  w ares  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .

T h i s  c o n f l i c t  was a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  the  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  American  

p u b l i c .  They were c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  dilemma o f  c h o o s in g  be tween  

American-made and European  c e r a m i c s .  Given the  c h o i c e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  

l e t  the  d o l l a r  s i g n  ou tw e igh  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  and most  

o f t e n  chose  t h e  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  ware  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Tucker  p o r ­

c e l a i n ,  meant  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  c h e a p e r  European  i m p o r t s .  T h i s  popu­

l a r i t y  and p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  European  w a re s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  

o f  t h e  Tucke r  o p e r a t i o n  and a l s o  doomed i t  f rom i t s  i n c e p t i o n .

While  t h i s  t h e s i s  has  by no means answered a l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  Tucke r  f a c t o r y ,  i t  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  f a c t s  

t o  t h e i r  b e s t  a d v a n t a g e .  The r e a d e r  must draw h i s  own c o n c l u s i o n s  a s  

t o  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and r e l e v a n c e  to  b o th  c e ra m ic  r e s e a r c h  and 

c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y .
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C h a p t e r  I

^•Sam Bass W arner ,  The P r i v a t e  C i t y  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  The U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  P r e s s ,  1 968 ) ,  p .  49.  ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  W arne r ) .

2
W a r n e r , p .  50.

3
J .  Thomas S c h a r f  and Thompson W e s t c o t t ,  H i s t o r y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

1 609 -1 8 8 4 , V o l .  I ,  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  L. H. E v e r t s  & Company, 1884)
p .  2220.

4 I b i d . ,  p .  2222.

^Warner ,  p .  50.

8Edwin A t l e e  B a r b e r ,  P o t t e r y  and P o r c e l a i n  o f  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
(New York;  G. P .  P u t n a m 's  Sons ,  1893) p .  102. ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  
B a r b e r ) .

7 I b i d . .  p .  104.

8 I b i d . . p .  107.

g
P e n n s y l v a n i a  Census o f  M a n u f a c tu r e r s  -  1820 E l e u t h e r i a n  M i l l s -

Hagley F o u n d a t io n  M i c r o f i l m  L i b r a r y .  M 7 0 . l l  r e e l  3 number 566:  frame 
number 0103.

^ C h a r t e r  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and By-Laws o f  t h e  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y lv a n i a  f o r  t h e  P ro m o t io n  o f  
t h e  Mechanic  A r t s  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by Order  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,
1824) ,  p .  15.

77
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A ddress  o f  t h e  Commit tee on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  the  
F r a n k ! i n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  the  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y lv a n i a  f o r  Liie Promotion  o f  
the  Mechanic  A r t s  w i th  a List:  o f  the Premiums, ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  Pub­
l i s h e d  by the  I n s t i t u t e ,  1824) ,  p .  80,

12A r t h u r  C lemen t ,  Ou r  P i o n e e r  P o t t e r s  (New York:  Maple P r e s s ,
1 947 ) ,  p .  67 ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  C l e m e n t ) .

■^Barber ,  p .  111.

14I b i d .

• ^ I b i d .

16I b i d .

17I b i d .

1 ftAddress  o f  t h e  Commit tee on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  the  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by the  I n s t i t u t e ,  1825)
P. 7.

19I b i d . pp .  2 1 - 2 2 .

20I b i d .

2 ^Address  o f  t h e  Commit tee on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by th e  I n s t i t u t e ,  1 826 ) ,
p .  264.

2 2Address  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P rom ot ion  o f  
N a t i o n a l  i n d u s t r y  j m r l a d e l p h i a : M. Carey and bon,  18J .I) .  p .  x /

23 I b i d . ,  p .  v i .
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^ C h a r t e r  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Bv-Laws o f  the  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  o £ P h i l a d e l p h i a  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by the
I n s t i t u t e ,  1 824 ) ,  p .  4 .

^ P e n n s y l v a n i a  Census o f  M a n u f a c tu r e r s - 1 8 2 0  E l e u t h e r i a n  M i l l s  -  
Hagley F o u n d a t io n  M i c r o f i l m  L i b r a r y .  M 7 0 . l l  r e e l  3 ,  number 566: 
f rame number 0103.
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FOOTNOTES

C h a p t e r  I I

^P o u l s o n ' s  American  Dail-y A d v e r t i s e r  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  
August  18,  1823,  p .  2 .

^ I b i d . ,  September  18,  1823.  p .  1.

P h i l a d e l p h i a  As I t  I s  & C i t i z e n ' s  A d v e r t i s i n g  D i r e c t o r y  
C o n t a i n i n g  A G e n e ra l  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  & E n v i ro n s  ( P h i l a ­
d e l p h i a :  P .  J .  Gray ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  1 8 3 3 ) ,  p .  104.

^ C h a r t e r  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  1 824 ) ,  p .  26.

R o b e r t  D e s i l v e r ,  D e s i l v e r ' s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  and 
S t r a n g e r ' s  G u ide . ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : R o b e r t  D e s i l v e r ,  P u b l i s h e r ,
1 8 2 5 ) ,  p .  84 .

^Benjamin  T u c k e r ,  L e t t e r  t o  Benjamin F e r r i s ,  1827.
P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  A r t  ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as  PM o f  A ) ,  
f l a t  f i l e d .

^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1821-1827 ,  # 5 1 - 1 7 - 2 1 ( 6 )
PM o f  A, p .  5 .

Q
A dd re s s  o f  t h e  Commit tee on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  

F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by t h e  L i b r a r y ,  1 8 2 4 ) ,
p .  51.  The man r e f e r r e d  t o  was p o s s i b l y  Abraham M i l l e r  o r  W i l l i a m  
S h u f f l e b o t t o m .  Both men were p o t t e r s  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e a  and 
b o t h  were r e s p e c t e d  a s  l e a d i n g  e x p e r t s  on c e ra m ic s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  
M i l l e r  was t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e ' s  j u d g e  o f  p o t t e r y  and p o r c e l a i n  and 
S h u f f l e b o t t o m  had w r i t t e n  a book on p o t t e r y  p r o d u c t i o n .

8°
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9 I b i d .

^ C a ta lo g u e  o f  Books B e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  A p p r e n t i c e s 1s 
L i b r a r y  Company o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by
th e  L i b r a r y ,  1 8 3 0 ) ,  pp .  5 -4 6 .

■^Benjamin T u c k e r ,  Grammar o f  C h e m is t ry  w h e r in  The 
P r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  S c i e n c e  a r e  F a m i l i a r i z e d  by a V a r i e t y  o f  
Easy and E n t e r t a i n i n g  Expe r im en t s  w i t h  Q u e s t io n s  f o r  E x e r c i s e  
and a g l o s s a r y  o f  te rms  i n  common use  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : David
Hogan,  p u b l i s h e r ,  1 817 ) .

^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1821-1827 ,  PM o f  A,
# 5 1 - 1 7 - 2 1 ( 6 ) ,  p .  1.

13W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  n e v e r  emerges i n  h i s  
a c c o u n t  books .  The o n l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  W i l l i a m  
Tucker  i s  found i n  t h e  L e t t e r  Books o f  Benjamin  T u c k e r .

■^Day Book o f  W i l l i a m  E. T u c k e r ,  no d a t e .  PM o f  A, 
# 5 1 - 1 7 - 2 1 ( 4 ) .

^ I b i d . ,  p .  15.  " B ' s  c l a y "  p r o b a b l y  r e f e r s  t o  "Mr. 
B r u e r t o n " ,  a P h i l a d e l p h i a  p o t t e r  engaged  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
c reamware ,
" S i l a x "  -  f i n e l y  ground ha rd  s t o n e ,  f l i n t .
" f l e e t "  -  a l i g h t  s h a l l o w  top  s o i l  o r  c l a y .

• ^ I b i d . .  p .  23 .  "D & F ' s  c l a y "  p r o b a b l y  r e f e r s  t o  c l a y  from 
New J e r s e y  d e p o s i t s  owned by D a l l i e  and F l o o d .

17I b i d . ,  p .  24 .

18As y e t  no creamware p roduced  by t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  has  
be en  i d e n t i f i e d . .

^ 9Day Book o f  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ,  p .  19 .

20i b i d . ,  p .  3 1 .

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



^ I b i d . , p .  36.  " C lay  from Flood Bank" r e f e r s  t o  J ohn  
F l o o d ,  P e r t h  Amboy, New J e r s e y .

22L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1823 -1829 ,  PM o f  A. 
# 5 1 - 1 7 - 2 1 ( 6 )  l e t t e r  #5 ,  p .  7.

22 I b i d . ,  l e t t e r  # 6 ,  p .  8 .

24 I b i d . ,  l e t t e r  #11 ,  p .  12.

23L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin  T u c k e r ,  1830-1831 ,  PM o f  A. 
# 5 1 - 1 7 - 2 1 ( 7 ) ,  p .  7.

^ C l e m e n t , p .  73.

22U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G a z e t t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  November 16 ,  1826.  p

9 0
I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  Tucker  and Bi rd  would be 

j o i n t  owners  o f  t h e  l a n d .

^Benjamin T u c k e r ,  L e t t e r  t o  Benjamin F e r r i s ,  1827.  PM o f  A 
f l a t  f i l e d .

2® L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin  T u c k e r ,  1823-1829 ,  l e t t e r  # 4 ,  p .  5 

31 I b i d .

32I b i d . ,  p .  2 .

23 I b i d . .  l e t t e r  # 3 ,  p .  4 .

^ P o u l s o n ' s  American D a i ly  A d v e r t i s e r  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) , A p r i l  
1828.  p .  4 .

Reproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



83

O C

R o b e r t  D e s i l v e r ,  D e s i l v e r ' s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  and 
S t r a n g e r ' s  Guide ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  R obe r t  D e s i l v e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  1833) ,
p .  101.

P o u l s o n ' s  American  D a i ly  A d v e r t i s e r  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,
J u n e  10, 1828. p .  3.

37I b i d .

3^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1823-1829,  l e t t e r  #13 ,  p .  12.

3^Address  o f  t h e  Commit tee on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by the  I n s t i t u t e ,  1827) ,
p .  404.

4®Thomas T u c k e r ,  l e t t e r  t o  P e n n s y lv a n i a  Museum, F e b r u a r y  17,  
1879.  PM o f  A, f l a t  f i l e d .

^ Address  o f  t h e  Commit tee on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by the I n s t i t u t e ,  1828) ,
P.  408.

/ o
No a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  r e c o r d s  f o r  t h e  Tucker  f a c t o r y  e x i s t .

1830. n . p .

44

43L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1830-1831 ,  d a t e d  O c tobe r  19,

I b i d . ,  1830-1831.  n . p .

45 I b i d . . 1830-1831,  d a t e d  December 4 ,  1830.  n . p .

4 ^ I b i d . .  1830-1831.  n . p .  (1830,  b u t  e n t r y  i s  n o t  more s p e c i f i c )

47 I b i d . , 1830-1831 ,  d a t e d  March 3 ,  1830,  p .  7.
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^ J a c k s o n  was ,  however ,  p e r s o n a l l y  impressed  w i t h  t h e  Tucker  
sample and o r d e r e d  a s e r v i c e  from th e  f a c t o r y .  The comple te  answer 
from J a c k s o n  w i l l  be found i n  Ba rbe r  pp.  131-132 .

^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1830-1831 .  n . p .

■^Alexander  Hemphil l  n e v e r  took  an a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  
f a c t o r y ,  and was a p a r t n e r  i n  name o n l y .

" ^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1830-1831 .  n . p .

C O
J o s e p h  Hemphi l l  s e rv e d  as  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s  Bank 

and o f  t h e  G i r a r d  Bank, and was P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  P e n n s y l v a n i a  D i s t r i c t  
C o u r t .

- ^ J o h n  Ramsay, American P o t t e r s  and P o t t e r y  (New York:  Tudor  
P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1947) ,  p .  102.  ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  Ramsay) .

-^Agreement  be tween J o s e p h  Hemphil l  and W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ,  1831, 
PM o f  A, f l a t  f i l e d .

~*~*Address o f  t h e  Committee  on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  the  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  1831) ,
p .  7.

" ^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin  T u c k e r ,  1830-1831 ,  n . p .

• ^ P o u l s o n ' s  American D a i ly  A d v e r t i s e r  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  Augus t  23 ,  
1832.  p .  3. W i l l i am  Tucker  may have d i e d  o f  c h o l e r a .  A c h o l e r a  
e p ide m ic  swept  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d u r i n g  the  summer o f  1832,  k i l l i n g  t h o u ­
sands  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .

" ^ L a s t  W i l l  and T e s ta m en t  o f  W i l l i a m  E l l i s  T u c k e r ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
M u n ic ip a l  W i l l  Book, 1832. W i l l  Book #10 ,  p .  378.

59A dd re s s  o f  the  Committee  on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  1832) ,
p .  391.
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^ A d d r e s s  o f  the  Committee  on Premiums and E x h i b i t i o n s  o f  the  
F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by the I n s t i t u t e ) ,  1835,
p. 18;  1836,  p .  12.

^ N e i t h e r  e n t r y  was m ent ioned  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  premium l i s t  o f  
t h e  F r a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e .

^ P a m p h l e t  Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  1835 ( P h i l a d e l ­
p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by the  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  1 835 ) ,  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  the  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  p .  338.

f l  ? A r t i c l e  o f  Agreement  be tween  J o s e p h  H em phil l  and Thomas 
T u c k e r ,  1835. Henry F r a n c i s  du Pon t  W i n t e r t h u r  Museum, J o s e p h  Downs 
M a n u s c r ip t  L i b r a r y  ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  Downs M a n u s c r ip t  L i b r a r y ) ,  
M i c r o f i l m  -  742,  f rame 0064.

f i l l The s t o c k h o l d e r s  i n c l u d e d  Thomas P.  Cope, W i l l i a m  P.  Bryan,  
Thomas T u c k e r ,  and R o b e r t  Colemen Hem phi l l  o f  P e n n s y lv a n i a  and 
A le x a n d e r  Read and W i l l i a m  Muzzey o f  B os ton .

^Archibald M 'E l r o y ,  M ' E l r o y ' s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  ( P h i l a ­
d e l p h i a :  M 'E l r o y ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  1839 ) ,  p .  257.

^ T r a d e  c a rd  o f  Thomas T u c k e r ,  PM o f  A, # 5 1 - 1 7 - 2 1 ( 1 1 ) ,  f l a t
f i l e d .

^ W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ,  l e t t e r  t o  G e ne ra l  B e r n a rd ,  PM o f  A, #51-17-21  
( 2 0 ) ,  f l a t  f i l e d .

£ L Q

J .  Harbeson Barnes and E l i j a h  A. C a r r o l l ,  T a r i f f :  o r  R a t e s  o f  
D u t i e s  on A l l  Goods,  Wares ,  and M e rc ha nd ise  Impor ted I n t o  the  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P u b l i s h e d  by t h e  a u t h o r s ,  1834) ,  p .  82.
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FOOTNOTES

C h a p t e r  I I I

^■Jennie J .  Young, The Ceramic A r t  ( B os ton :  P u b l i s h e d  by th e
a u t h o r ,  1 8 7 9 ) ,  p .  59.

2
Clay  from a l o c a t i o n  n e a r  Haddon, C o n n e c t i c u t  i s  a l s o  

men t io ned  i n  t h e  Day Book o f  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r .  I t  seems t o  be o n ly  
a s u g g e s t i o n  o f  a p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e .

3
A r t h u r  E. J a m e s ,  The P o t t e r s  and P o t t e r i e s  o f  C h e s t e r  County 

P e n n s y l v a n i a  ( P u b l i s h e d  by t h e  West C h e s t e r  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  
1945 ) ,  p .  102.  ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  J am es ) .

^ C h e s t e r  County ,  P e n n s y lv a n i a  Deeds .  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Deed Book 
number 2 ,  1831,  p p .  252-254 .  (com ple te  deed r e c o r d e d  i n  Appendix A) .

5I b i d .

^Day Book o f  Wil l iam'  T u c k e r ,  n . p .

7I b i d .

8 I b i d . ,  p .  3 1 .

9I b i d . .  p .  34.

10I b i d .

^ N e w  C a s t l e  County Deed Book, 1827 G ene ra l  Deed Book, pp.  
497-499 .  (See Appendix A) .

86
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12S i n g l e  s h e e t  o f  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  farm o f  J a c o b  Way, i n  t h e  
h a n d w r i t i n g  o f  Thomas T u c k e r ,  PM o f  A, f l a t  f i l e d .

''■^Formula and P r i c e  Book o f  Thomas T uc ke r ,  PM o f  A, 
# 5 1 - 1 7 - 2 1 ( 1 2 ) ,  p .  39.
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C h a p te r  IV
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n i n e t e e n t h  cen u r y .
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p .  218.

^ A c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s  G a z e t t e , P o u l s o n ' s 
American D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r , and th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r i c e  C u r r e n t  and 
s e v e r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i r e c t o r i e s  f a i l e d  t o  r e v e a l  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  
Tucker  f a c t o r y  be tween 1826-1831.

^ I n d i v i d u a l  s h e e t  l i s t i n g  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t h e ' e s t a t e  o f  W i l l i a m  
T u c k e r ,  d a t e d  A ug u s t ,  1832, PM o f  A f l a t  f i l e d .

^Drawings by Thomas T u c k e r ,  PM o f  A, # 5 1 -17 -21  ( f , g , h , j ,  and k)

q
J a m e s . p .  19.

^ R e v .  D i o n y s iu s  L a r d n e r ,  The C a b i n e t  C y c lo p a ed ia  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a
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Carey and L ea ,  1832 ) ,  p .  41.

■^A n o t a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  books s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f i r m  
p o s s i b l y  used  wooden molds f o r  some o f  i t s  p i t c h e r s .

1 O
Formula and P r i c e  Book o f  Thomas T u c k e r ,  p .  12 .

13A F re nch  p o r c e l a i n  f o o te d  s u g a r  bowl i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  PM o f  A i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  a bowl p roduced by th e  Tucker  f a c t o r y .

14Books a v a i l a b l e  t o  Tucke r  from the  A p p r e n t i c e s ' s L i b r a r y  
on the  a r t s  and c h e m ic a l  s c i e n c e s  i n c l u d e d  such  works  a s  Chamber1s 
D i c t i o n a r y  o f  A r t s  and S c i e n c e s  and B a c h e ' s  C h e m i s t r y .

^ C o u n t  de M i l l y ,  L ' A r t  De P o r c e l a i n e  ( P a r i s :  17 7 1 ) ,  P l a t e s
VI ,  V I I .

16I n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the  b u r n in g  o f  t h e  g l a z e  k i l n  on an 
ind iv idua3.  s h e e t  s i g n e d  by Thomas T u c k e r ,  PM o f  A, f l a t  f i l e d .

■ ^ In f o rm a t i o n  on th e  c o s t  o f  f i r i n g  ware i n  one g l a z e  k i l n ,  
i n d i v i d u a l  s h e e t ,  PM o f  A, f l a t  f i l e d .  Dowr£ M a n u s c r ip t  L i b r a r y ,  
M i c r o f i l m  -  742,  f rame 0055.  "Ows" a r e  ro u n d ,  d o u g h n u t - s h a p e  s a g g a r s .

18 I n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
e n a m e l l i n g  k i l n ,  i n d i v i d u a l  s h e e t  s ig n e d  by Thomas T u c k e r ,  PM o f  A, 
f l a t  f i l e d .  Dowts M a n u s c r ip t  L i b r a r y ,  M i c r o f i l m  -  742,  0017.

^ U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Bureau o f  the  Census R e c o r d s ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
1830;  C h e s t n u t  Ward, s h e e t  number 386.

20West  C h e s t e r  R e p u b l i c a n  and Democrat  ( P e n n s y l v a n i a ) ,  J u l y  9,  
1833,  p .  3 .

^ B a r b e r , p .  151.
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22A r c h i b a l d  M 'E l r o y ,  A. M ' E l r o v ' s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i r e c t o r y  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  p u b l i s h e d  by the  a u t h o r ,  1 837 ) ,  p . 12.

2 3 " ^ r k s  and Methods o f  Tucker  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n , "  Downs Manu­
s c r i p t  L i b r a r y ,  M i c r o f i l m  -  741,  f rame 0501.

24I b i d .
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2 9 L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1830-1831 ,  Downs M a n u s c r ip t  
L i b r a r y ,  M i c r o f i l m  -  742,  f rame 0047.

"^Formula and P r i c e  Book o f  Thomas T u c k e r ,  p .  34.

31I b i d . ,  p .  33 .
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C h a p t e r  V

■*-The Tucke r  p a t t e r n  books a r e  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  PM o f  A, # 1 4 -6 6 .

2 I b i d .

2Day Book o f  W i l l i a m  T u c k e r ,  p .  26 .

^Thomas T u c k e r ,  p a t t e r n  book,  PM o f  A, P l a t e  # 5 ,  p. 6 .

^ C h a r l e s  W. E l l i o t t ,  P o t t e r y  and P o r c e l a i n  from E a r ly  Times 
Down t o  the  P h i l a d e l p h i a  E x h i b i t i o n  o f  1876 (New York:  D. A p p l e to n
and C o . ,  1876 ) ,  p .  234.

^Tucke r  China 1825-1838 ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  The P h i l a d e l p h i a
Museum o f  A r t ,  19 5 7 ) ,  P l a t e  X I .

^ I b i d . PM o f  A, C a t .  n o .  605.

^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1823-1829 ,  l e t t e r  #14 ,  p .  13.

^Fr a n k l i n  I n s t i t u t e  E x h i b i t i o n  C a t a l o g  -  1827 ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  
P u b l i s h e d  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  1 8 2 7 ) ,  p .  404 .

^ T u c k e r  China 1825 -1838 , P l a t e  X.

*^Edward Hazen,  Panorama o f  P r o f e s s i o n s  & T ra d es  o r  Everyman 's  
Book ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  U r iah  H u n t ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  1 8 3 9 ) ,  pp .  238-239 .
" P e n c i l "  d e c o r a t i o n  was done w i t h  a f i n e  b r u s h ;  p r o b a b l y  i n  i m i t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  C h inese  b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  " p e n c i l "  w a r e .

^ D r a w i n g s  by Thomas T u c k e r ,  PM o f  A, f l a t  f i l e d .

^ ^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1823-1829 ,  l e t t e r  #14 ,  p .  13.

^ B a r b e r ,  p .  137.
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15Ibid., p. 140.

16Tucker  China 1825 -1838 . C a t .  no.  541-542.

^ W i l l i a m  B i r c h ,  The Count ry  S e a t s  o f  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  o f
N or th  America ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  W. B i r c h ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  1808) ,  P l a t e s  X I I I
and X V II I .

18The h a n d l e s  a r e  s tamped w i t h  the  C o r n e l i u s  mark.

• ^ I n  t h e  bo t to m  l e f t  hand c o r n e r s  o f  the  s c e n e s  a r e  the  
i n i t i a l s  "BR" o r  "HR". As y e t ,  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  p a i n t e r  i s  unknown.

^ % e s t  C h e s t e r  R e p u b l i c a n  & Democrat  ( P e n n s y l v a n i a ) ,  J u l y  9, 
1833,  p .  2.

2-*-West C h e s t e r  V i l l a g e  Record ( P e n n s y l v a n i a ) ,  J a n u a r y  19,  1831,
P.  4 .

^ P h o t o c o p y  i n  the  PM o f  A, f l a t  f i l e d .  Tucker  China 1825-1838 . 
C a t .  n o .  602.

23 Bo s t o n  Commercial  G a z e t t e  ( B o s t o n ) ,  A p r i l  15,  1835,  p .  4 .
o /

V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  " G o v e r n o r ' s  Mansion F i l e - 1 8 3 0 " ,  
f l a t  f i l e d .

^ ^West C h e s t e r  V i l l a g e  Record ( P e n n s y l v a n ia  ) ,  J a n u a r y  19,  1831,
p .  2 .

^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1830-1831,  Downs M a n u s c r ip t  
L i b r a r y ,  M ic r o f i l m  742,  f rame 0040.

^ I b i d . ,  f rame 0042.

^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1830-1831,  p .  16.

^ L e t t e r  Book o f  Benjamin T u c k e r ,  1823-1829 ,  l e t t e r  #10 ,  p .  12.  

30I b i d . ,  l e t t e r  #1 2 ,  p .  13.

3% e s t  C h e s t e r  V i l l a g e  Record ( P e n n s y l v a n i a ) ,  J a n u a r y  19 ,  1831,
P.  2 .

32 L e t t e r  f rom Mrs.  Vaughan C. Chambers,  November 15,  1956.  On 
f i l e  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r a r ' s  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Henry F r a n c i s  du Pon t  W i n t e r t h u r  
Museum. The t e a  s e t  (G. 5 7 . 9 . 1 - 4 3 )  m ent ioned  i n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  i s  now on
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d i s p l a y  i n  t h e  W i n t e r t h u r  Museum.

33 I n d i v i d u a l  f l a t  f i l e d  s h e e t  t i t l e d ,  " P r i c e s  f o r  Making Wares 
and P r i c e s  f o r  Which They a r e  S o l d " ,  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  the  PM o f  A.

f
J4Compiled from i n d i v i d u a l  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  books .
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C h a p t e r  VI

^The r e a d e r  i s  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  Tucker  China 1825-1838,

O
V a s e - s h a p e ] p i t c h e r , r e d  mark.  Tucker  China c a t a l o g  #339. 

C o l l e c t i o n  o f  PM o f  A.

% a l k e r - s h a p e  p i t c h e r ,  r ed  mark.  Tucker  China c a t a l o g  #361.  
C o l l e c t i o n  o f  Mr. and Mrs.  T i t u s  C. Geesey .

^Sugar  bowl,  r ed  mark .  M anufac tu red  f o r  t h e  Pho e n ix  Hose 
Company, 1827. Tucke r  China c a t a l o g  #551.  Anonymous l o a n  t o  PM o f  A.

^Vase -shape  p i t c h e r ,  r ed  mark .  F e a t u r e s  p o r t r a i t  o f  Major  
G e ne ra l  Anthony Wayne and t h e  P a o l i  Monument. Tucke r  China c a t a l o g  
#545.  Anonymous l o a n  t o  PM o f  A.

^The b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  d a t e d  and documented examples
o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .

^The b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  d a t e d  and documented examples
o f  Tucker  p o r c e l a i n .
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LEASES, DEEDS, AND LETTERS

A r t i c l e  o f  ag reemen t  be tween I s r a e l  Hoopes and W i l l i a m  E.

Tucker  f o r  the  l e a s e  o f  k a o l i n  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  West C h e s t e r

P e n n s y lv a n i a  a r e a .  ( C h e s t e r  County ,  P e n n s y lv a n i a  Deeds .  M i s c e l l a n e -

our  Deed Book, number 2 ,  1831,  pp .  2 5 2 - 2 5 4 ) .

A r t i c l e s  o f  Agreement  E n te re d  I n t o  t h i s  f i r s t  
day o f  August  i n  t h e  y e a r  o f  ou r  Lord one 
thousand e i g h t  hundred and t h i r t y  one Between 
I s r a e l  Hoopes on t h e  one p a r t  and Wm E l l i s  Tucker  
on th e  o t h e r  p a r t .  F i r s t :  The s a i d  I s r a e l  Hoopes
d o th  cov e n an t  and a g re e  f o r  h i m s e l f  h i s  h e i r s  6c 

a s s i g n s  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  and p r i v i l e g e  o f  
e x c a v a t i n g  o r  d i g g i n g  p o r c e l a i n  e a r t h  or  k a o l i n  
f rom t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r a c t  o f  Ground f o r  t h e  n e x t  
15 y e a r s  e n s u i n g  which  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  on the  
f i r s t  day o f  August  i n  t h e  y e a r  o f  ou r  Lord 1846 
f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  $200 t h i s  day r e e d  by t h e  
s a id  I s r a e l  Hoopes from th e  s a i d  W i l l i a m  E l l i s  
Tucke r  t h e  ground to  l a y  on t h e  s o u th  s i d e  o f  I s r a e l  
Hoopes d w e l l i n g  and commence a t  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  
c o r n e r  o f  a p i e c e  o f  woods.  The w e s t  l i n e  t o  r u n  
from s a i d  c o r n e r  a lo n g  a f ence  on th e  n o r t h ­
w e s t e r n  e x t r e m i t y  o f  s a id  wood a b o u t  110 y a r d s  
more o r  l e s s  t o  a r o a d .  The s o u t h  l i n e  t o  run  
from s a i d  road t h ro u g h  th e  woods t o  a c o r n e r  o f  
a f ence  r u n n in g  e a s t  a bou t  180 y a rd s  more o r  l e s s .
The e a s t  l i n e  commencing a t  s a i d  c o r n e r  and r u n s  
n o r t h  a b o u t  80 y a r d s  a l o n g  a f en c e  t o  the  e x t r e m i t y  
o f  t h e  woods where t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
f e n c e .  The n o r t h  l i n e  t o  commence a t  t h e  e a s t  
c o r n e r  and ru n  w e s t  a bou t  180 y a r d s  more o r  l e s s  
a lo n g  th e  e x t r e m i t y  o f  t h e  ground t o  the  p l a c e  o f  
the  b e g i n n i n g .  . The whole t o  c o n t a i n  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  a c r e s  more o r  l e s s .  Second ,  t h e  s a id  
I s r a e l  Hoopes h i s  h e i r s  and a s s i g n s  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e y  
w i l l  n o t  d i g  o r  remove any o f  s a i d  P o r c e l a i n  E a r t h
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The Sa lamander  Works 
a r e  a t  62 cannon s t  
New York

I s a a c  T. Hooper 420 P e a r l  s t .
N. York 
P h i l a d  
2 7 ,  1830

Dear  F r i e n d  
From t h e  s a t u r a t e d  s t a t e  o f  t h e  ground in  
c onsequence  o f  heavy  r a i n s  i n  t h e  ne ighbo rhood  
West  C h e s t e r ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  f rom which  my son 
o b t a i n s  one o f  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  making h i s  
p o r c e l a i n  c a l l e d  K a o l in  i s  China C lay  he h a s  
f o r  some weeks been d e p r i v e d  o f  g e t t i n g  i t ,  and 
i s  a t  p r e s e n t  i n  a s u f f e r i n g  s t a t e  f o r  want  
o f  i t ,  on t h i s  a c c o u n t  he has  been induced t o  
t h i n k  o f  o b t a i n i n g  from New York ,  i f  he p o s s i b l y  
can a q u a n t i t y ,  w h ic h  some t ime  ago was t a k e n  
t h e r e  i n  a v a i n  a t t e m p t  t o  make c h i n a :  and i s
now i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  P r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  
Sa lamander  Works,  i n  w h ich  a t  t h i s  t im e  
f i r e  b r i c k s  a r e  m a n u f a c t u r e d ; b id  where 
f o r m e r l y  Shanmur’ s f a c t o r y  s t o o d ,  which  
was b u r n t  down. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  my son  
W i l l i a m  l o s t  t h e  name o f  t h i s  P r o p r i e t o r  
o f  Sa lam ander  w o r k s ;  b u t  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  
p r e v e n t  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n  i f  he ha s  t h e  
a r t i c l e  and a s  he does  n o t  h i m s e l f  want  
i t  -  t h e r e  i s  good ground to  hope he 
w i l l  p a r t  w i t h  i t  upon r e a s o n a b l e  t e r m s ;  
now i f  t h o u  can  w i t h o u t  t o o  much i n c o n ­
v e n ie n c e  n e g o t i a t e  f o r  my son  W i l l i a m  
i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  thou  w i l l  c o n f e r  a s  a 
o b l i g a t i o n  which  w i l l  be g r e a t l y  remembered.
Thou can  a s k  th e  P r o p r i e t o r  w h e t h e r  he ha s  
s t i l l  on hand any  o f  t h e  c h in a  c l a y  o r  
K a o l in  o f  w h ich  W i l l i a m  E l l i s  Tucker  g o t  a few 
b a r r e l s  p e r h a p s  a y e a r  s i n c e  -  and i f  he h a s  
t r y  t o  o b t a i n  from him tw e lve  b a r r e l s  o r  
even  a l e s s  number i f  t h a t  q u a n t i t y  c a n n o t  
be had -  s i x  o r  e i g h t  d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  tw e lve  
b a r r e l s  s h o u ld  be a f a i r  p r i c e :  b u t  W i l l i a m
would g i v e  even t w e lv e  d o l l a r s  o r  even  a 
l i t t l e  more r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  t h i s  t r y i n g  t ime 
t o  be d i s a p p o i n t e d . . .  i f  i t  can be had he 
would w i s h  i t  t o  be s h ip p e d  on board  o f  one 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a c k e t s  bound f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  
a s  i n  a few days  h i s  f a c t o r y  w i l l  s t o p  f o r  w a n t  o f  
t h i s  a r t i c l e :  w h i l e  he h a s  f e l d s p a r  and e v e r y
o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  on
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hand what  makes i t  more t r y i n g  from t h e  
p r e s e n t ' w e t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  g ro u n d ,  he w i l l  n o t  
p o s s i b l y  g e t  a s u p p ly  from h i s  fo rm e r  l o c a l i t y  
u n d e r  one o r  two months when i t  i s  i n  thy  
power t h o u  w i l t  send me i n f o r m a t i o n  by p o s t  
on t h i s  s u b j e c t . -

A second l e t t e r  p r e s e n t e d  a more d e s p e r a t e  r e q u e s t .  

A p r i l  2 9 ,  1830
My son  u n e x p e c t e d l y  f i n d s  h i s  China Clay  i s  so 
n e a r l y  e x h a u s t e d  t h a t  he c a n n o t  w a i t  t o  s e e  how 
t h e  l o t  send on w i l l  come o u t  o f  the  k i l n  b e ­
f o r e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  him t o  have  more send on .
He hopes  i t  i s  t h e  v e r y  same c l a y  which  he g o t  
l a s t  summer, and i f  so  t h e r e  i s  no n e c e s s i t y  f o r  
w a i t i n g .  He w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be o b l i g e d  t o  you  t o  
have  t h e  35 b a r r e l s . . .  sh ip p e d  a s  e a r l y . . .  a s  i s  c o n ­
v e n i e n t .  He was v e r y  much o b l i g e  t o  you f o r  
s e e i n g  t h a t  b a r r e l s  were  f i l l e d  t o  t h e  top  
w i t h  c l a y  From t h e  l i g h t  manner  i n  wh ich  i t  
c an  be p u t  i n ,  ev e n  t h e n  i t  had v e r y  much 
l e s s e n e d  i n  b u l k  by t h e  t im e  o f  i t s  a r r i v a l .
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Append ix  B 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF FORMS

I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  forms used  by t h e  f a c t o r y  t a k e n  from th e  

T uc ke r  p a t t e r n  books i n  the  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Museum o f  

A r t .  The p a t t e r n  books p r o v i d e  an in d e x  o f  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  s h a p e s  and 

forms employed i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t o r y  o f  T uc ke r  p o r c e l a i n .
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