March 17, 1939,

Dear Morrias

I am sending you herewith a copy of a confidential
report ° lgsued by the Jewisgh Telegraphic Agancy in New
York under date of March 6. I understand that this i3
one of the bulletins lssued from time to time by the
Jewigh Telegraphic enoy and this particular one 1s
marked "Private and Confidential and not for Publication®,

I have been particularly struck by the atatement
which appears in the fifth paragraph on Internal Conditions
in Germany. I quote, "I asked an American diplomat in Vienna
whether the Augtriane were Justified in thelr complaint that
Prussians had been sent in to run the country. His anawer
was revelatory. 'I wish there were more Prussians here,!
he gald. 'Any time I want gomething done, I try to get in
touch with the German in the department. The Austrians
lie, pass the buck or offer to take me out for a drink.'"

I am wondering whether an officer of our establish-
ment in Vienna made such a statement. It seems to me
gonewhat ineredible that one of our people should have
made such a statement. In the first place, it ig 4i1ffi-
cult for me to concelve that such a statement would be
a true reflection of the situation, although, of course,
it is possible that 1t may be. Even if 1%t were a correct
reflection of the situation, 1t 1eg doubtful whether an
officer in one of our establishments should pass such
comment to a representative of the Jewigh Tel egraphic

Agﬁnoyo

I am somewhat disconcerted by the appearance of this
gstatement in this confidential report and anything which
you can give me which will serve as background for me will
be helpful. We have had a certaln amount of comment
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recently that some of our officers abroad seem to be very
much impreassed by the Nazl movement and by Fagolst methods.
It seems inoredible to me that this should be so. On the
other hand, statements such as the one above quoted seem
to give, at least among people outside of the Department,
the impression that some of our people are lmpressed by
the German methods and poliey.

With every good wish,

8incerely yours,

Enclosure;
Memorandun.
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