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PREFACE

The examination of two account bocks owned by
the Rhode Island Historical Socilety has provided a view
into the business practices, products and environment
of a cabinetmaker and three chairmakers living in
Providence, Rhode Island, in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth century. The cabinetmaker Job Danforth
(1745-1838) made entries in his '"boock no. 2" from 1788
until 1818, when he appears to have retired from his
trade. The chairmakers and turners William Proud (1724~
1779) and his sons Samuel (died 1835) and Daniel (died
1833) recorded business transacticns in their book from
1772 to 1834. The study and analysis of these two books
hopefully has provided useful information revealing the
nature and structure of the furniture-making craft as

practiced in Providence during this time period.

The existence of these account books in the
Rhode Island Historical Society Library was first
brought to my attention by Charles F. Montgomery, who

consented to serve as my thesis advisor. It was he who

iii
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suggested, and then guided, the approach used in this
study. John Kirk, then director of the Rhode Island
Historical Society, and his assistant, Wendy Cooper,
provided their help and encouragement in examining
furniture attributed to Danforth in the Society's
collection. Upon Mr. Montgomery's departure to Yale,
¥rs. Nancy Goyne Evans graciously accepted the responsi-
bilities of guiding this thesis to completion with
diligent reading of the manuscript, thoughtful sugges-
tions and limitless patience. With many evenings
sacrificed to the tTypewriter Lonnie Lee Brown, my
secretary, unselfishly typed and retyped the text and
charts. Without the patience and good humor of the many
people connected with the Winterthur Program,this thesis

might never have been completed.

Because of the statistical nature of this study,
the use of monetary figures occurs frequently..For clarity
and expediency powids scerling have been expressed with
the sign and decimals (%0.0.0) and those figures involving
only shillings and pence with the slash (0/0). Dollars
and cents have been noted with the sign and dzcimal
(80.00). In order to preserve the flavor of the account
books and other records of the period, such as the Provi-
dence Probate Records, all quotations retain the original

spelling.
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ABSTRACT

Post-Revolutionary Providence, Rhode Island,
succeeded Newport as the commercial center of southern
New England. Two of the furniture shops supplying the
needs of the growing city were those of Job Danforth
(1745-1838), a2 cabinetmaker, and William Proud (1724-
1779) and his sons Samuel (died 1835) and Daniel (died
1833), chairmakers and turners. Account books for both
shops survive. Danforth's "boock no. 2," his first volume
being missing, spans the years 1788 to 1818. The Prouds!
book includes the years 1772 to 1834%. These business
records show that on occasion éhe fwo shops did business
with each other and freguently provided furnishings and
services for the same customers. In addition, the account
books pro&ide a view into two small furniture-making
shops, their orgénization, economy, products, scope of
business, customers and even glimpses of the proprietors

and their socigl lives.

Danforth was sole master of his shop, and Samuel

and Daniel Proud were partners after their father's

vii

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



death in 1779. Both shops were small and in addition to
the proprietors employed only an occasional journeyman

and took only one or two apprentices.

Denforth's account book indicates that his average
annual income was $220.72 over the thirty-year working
period from 1788 to 1818. During the sixty-two year
period from 1772 to 1834, the Prouds' average annual
income was only $161.80. The two volumes probably do not
show the full, or ftrue," income of either shop. Not
taken into account here is the "living" value of many of
the goods and services exchanged for the furniture
makers' products and serviczss. Because of a perennial
shortage of specle, credit and barter were a way of life
and business to early craftsmen. Balanced books and day-
to-day solvency were not major issues in accepted business

practices of the times.

Sales of fifty-eight variations of cabinetwork
and chalrs accounted for between sixty and eighty-five
vercent. of Danforth's annual recorded income during his
most productive decade from 1795 to 1805. While general
cabinetwork was Danforth's specialty, the Prouds concen-
trated on meking thirty varieties of chairs between

1772 and 1833.
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The craftsmen who made furniture also were
willing to repair cabinetwork and chairs. Danforth de-
rived between one and five percent of his annual income
from mending furniture. Between fifteen and twenty-five
percent of the Prouds' income came from repairs and the
rushing and caning of chair seats. An additional five to
fifteen percent of the Prouds' income came from sales of

their turned products.

Both Danforth and the Prouds performed many other
kinds of services for customers and sold merchandise not
related to the furniture business in order to accommodate
their customers and to earn a living. In addition, both
Danforth and the Prouds rented out shop space, garden

plots, rooms and sheds in order to extend their earnings.

In short, the account books of these furniture
makers vprovide insight into the workings of two small
furniture-making shops of the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries and reveal something of the person-
alities of the craftsmen who owned them and the nature

of the society in which they operated.
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INTRODUCTION

Information about the furniture-making trade in
Providence during the late eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries has begun to emerge only recently from
obscurity, largely through the efforts of Wendell
Garrett, Eleanore Monahon, Charles Montgomery, Joseph K.
Ott, Nino Scotti and other devoted furniture scholars.
The fame of the Townsend-Goddard clan in eighteenth-
century Newport for many years overshadowed interest in
Providence furniture craftsmen and their product. Only
with the revival of interest in Federal period furniture
has the furniture of Providence begun to receive the
attention which its design and workmanship merit.
Newport never recovered from the British occupation.
during the Revolution, which resulted in considerable
property damage, loss of trade and a radical drop in
population. Providence, on the other hand, was not
occupied by the British and replaced Newport as the
trading center of Rhode Island following the Revolution.
In the postwar business expansion, the city emerged as

the commercial heart of southern New England. The
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population of Providence grew from 4,310 in 1785, to
7,614 in 1800, to 11,767 in 1820 and to 23,172 in

1840.1 New wealth and an increase in population resulted
in the building of numerous houses, including some of

the most elegant late eighteenth and early nineteenth-
century examples in America. According to the 1798
Providence tax list, the town contained 894 houses, of
which 206 were one-story dwellings, 580 two-story

structures and 52 three-story buildings.

Between the years 1756 and 1838, over 240
furniture craftsmen are known to have been working in
Providence. Two of the furniture making shops respon-
sible for furnishing Providence houses belonged to Job
Danforth (1745-1838), a cabinetmaker, and to William
Proud {1724-1779) and his sons Samuel (died 1835) and

Daniel (died 1833), chairmakers and turners.

Danforth's account "Boock No. 2" and the Prouds!
account book are both in the library of the Rhode Island
Historical Society. Because Danforth's first accouant
book is missing, his business records begin only in
1788. They end in 1818 after several years of nearly
inactive accounts. Joseph K. Ottt has discovered in
the Carter-Danforth papers that Danforth was making

furniture as early as 1771,2 and it is probable that
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Danforth had been following his trade of cabinetmaking for
several years before that date. The Prouds' account book
spans the years 1772 to 183%. 1In the later yeafs of the
Proud book, the accounts, like those of Danforth, become
progressively inactive, particularly after about 1810, as

the craftsmen grew old and semi-retired.

Overlapping in both time period and clientele,
these two account books provide a glimpse into the every-
day business transactions of two small family shops.
Adding further interest to thilis study are the accounts
which indicate that both Danforth and the Prouds supplied
each other with furniture and other goods and services

from time to time.

William Proud was forty-eight years old when his
book was begun in 1772. The existence of now missing
day and minute books, mentioned in both the Danforth and
Proud books, further hinders an accurate account of fhe
total production and income of these shops. The exist-
ing books, however, probably record a reasonably
accurate enumeration of the goods and services produced
by both shops and of their relative monetary importance.
These existing accounts also give some insight intoc the
organization of the two furniture making shops, although

entries which identify apprentices and journeymen workers
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are probably incomplete. The economy of the period, as
indicated in the account books, was a mixture of barter
and a little specie. Credit was extended to custémers
for several years as a matter of course. Business and
personal relationships between Danforth, the Prouds and
their customers may be determined, in part, too, from

these accounts.

The principal goal of this study 1s to provide a
statistical examination of the Danforth and Proud account
books. From the entries in both books, shop organization
may be determined through the accounts of workers and
family members. The economy in which the two shops
operated may be determined by the volume of business and
by the resulting income received in goods, services,
credit and cash. The most important aspect of this
study is the examination of the furniture forms and their
gquantities produced in the Danforth and Proud shops. . The
account books also provide ample information concerning
the miscellaneous goods and services produced by crafts-
men in the two shops in addition to their furniture
making enézzv>rs. TFinally, the interrelationship of
Danforth, the Prouds, and their customers provide an
indication of the furniture craftsmen's role in both the

business and social milieu of eighteenth and early
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nineteenth~century Providence.

1

Of considerable help in the placing of Danforth
and the Prouds in their environment were #arious manu-
script and published records, including the "Reminis-
cences of Walter R. Danforth," Job's son, a detailled
study of Providence property owners in 1798 by Henry
Chace and the Providence tax, probate and census records.
Throughout this study it will be igpogtant §gﬂremember
that these two family shops represent the o0ld woodworking
traditions in which family members provided the primary
labor force ana a few other workers might be employed. By
1800, the beginnings of a larger scale furniture trade
may be guessed at from the entries of cabinetmakers
Joseph Rawson and John Carlisle in the Danforth and Proud
books. Job Danforth and the Proud family are the last
representatives of the eighteenth-century furniture
making tradition in Providence, wkich rapidly became
obsolete in the nineteenth century with the emergence

of a large public demand for furniture at low prices.
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NOTES TO INTRODUCTION

lWer-dell D. Garrett, "Providence Cabinetmakers,
hairmakers, upholsterers, and Allied Craftsgen,
756-1838," Antigues, XC zOctober, 1966), 51a-19.

H Q

2Joseph K. Ott, "Recent Discoveries Among Rhode
Island Cabinetmakers and Their Work," Rhode Island
History, XXv11l (Winter, 1969), 19- 20
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CHAPTER ONE

SHOP ORGANIZATION

During the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries the usual work cycle of the cabinetmaker
started at about fourteen to sixteen years of zage with
the apprenticeship to a master cabinetmaker. AT the end
of the apprenticeship when age twenty-one or younger, the
apprentice became a journeyman who wes paid wagcs or worked
on a pieceworﬁ‘basis or a2 combination of both. The
journeyman might move about and work in several towns for
a number of cabinetmakers until he accumulated enough
capital to establish his own shop. At this stage the
cycle was renewed when the proprietor (the former journey-
man) of a éabinetmaking shop took on an apprentice or

journeyman to help him.1

Workers in the Shops

The only menticn of an apprentice in Job
Danforth's "boock no. 2" appears in the account entry

for George Armington (or Amington as spelled in the book),

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



who 1s listed in the Providence Directory of 1828 as a
cabinetmaker on Benevolent Street. Between 1798 and 1800,
Armington's account was debited at E4.4.3 for "a pare of
shoes, stuff for two tea tables,' a few feet of maple and
cherry boards and for "cash pade" out to him. His account
was credited "by what I was to find you while you was a
printes to me."2 In other words, Danforth provided
training, room, board, clothing, lumber and a small

amount of cash in return for Armington's work. This
arrangement seems to be usual, for Samuel Ashton, a
contemporary Philadelphia cabinetmaker, provided similarly
for his workmen who worked, theoretically, an eleven-hour

day s5ix days a week.3

Danforth's son William also worked for him during
this period, for in 1798, in Amos Throop's account, two
entries mention "William Work Repairing a Gate - 2/6" and
"George Armington Work on Your Barn - l+/6.”L‘L William
Danforth's account with his father extends from 1802 to
1806 and lists about one thousand feet total of maple,
chestnut, cypress and pine boards.5 This quantity of wood
may indicate that William worked in his father's shop on
his own account and was charged for the wood he used.

Job also charged William for provisions, indicating that

William may have been living with his'father.
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knother possible worker in Danforth's shop was
Nathan Waterman, Jr., a son of Richard Waterman of
Coventry, Rhode Island, and the nephew of joiner Nathan
Waterman of Providence. Nathan, Jr., boarded with

Danforth from 1795 to 1801.6

For five months in 1789 and
1790, Amos Chase paid £1.5.0 for the rent of Danforth's
shop, which may indicate that he was a journeyman cabinet-
maker renting space in the Danforth shop.7 During the
summer of 1811, Hoidey Arnold ceme to live and work for
Danforth for sixteen weeks. His expenses for room and
board were 2/6 per week, and Danforth paid him the same
amount for his work. This method.balanced the account
properly.8 Danforth's accounts indicate that he had only
one apprentice, possibly a journeyman and some assistance
from one or more of his sons. The shop income as

enumerated in this one account book indicates that Danforth

could not have had much additional help.

The Proud family shop appears to hawve had more
workers than the Danforth shop. After William Proud died
in 1779, his sons Samuel and Daniel carried on the busi-
ness until 1834%. Their first apprentice was Nathaniel
Lyon whose account begins April 8, 1783, and ends May 6,
1786. During this time the Lyon's account wes charged

principally with new boots and shoes and repzirs of both.
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During 178%, the Prouds paid six shillings to a Mr. Colley
for Lyon's schooling. This entry and one in 1785 for "a
Quire paper 1/6" are the only references to Lyon's formal
education during his apprenticeship with the Prouds. The
. remaining charges are for small amounts of varnish, "rosom"
and Spanish brown, which Lyon may have used in refinishing
work outside the shop. The Prouds make no reference to
wood used or the products made by Lyon during his appren-
ticeship. Lyon's account is credited on July 27, 1785,
"For 17% doller zllowed during his Aprentis-Ship -
55.5.0."9 No mention of Lyon occurs again in the Proud

account book.

The Prouds' second apprentice was Edward Kelly,
whom they sent to school between 1786 and 1788.10 After
this date he does not appear in the accounts until March,
1792. The accounts give no indication of Kelly's activi-
ties during the intervening four years, but possible
explanations are that Kelly either wdrked for, or was
apprenticed to, another chairmaker, that his work with the
Prouds equaled their expenditures on his behalf, or that
the appropriate accounts are missing. From March, 1792,
to March, 1793, Kelly's account is charged with £88.15.4%
for expenses and cash paid to him which indicates that he
is now a journeyman. In another entry on the same pzage:Ll

Kelly is credited with %88.6.7 between March snd October
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of 1792. A small amount of this money was paid to the
Prouds by outsiders whose names do not otherwise appear
in the account books. In seven months Kelly produced

L 83.18.1 in cash, which was a considerable amount of
money. By now probably a journeyman, Kelly possibly
saved this sum during the unaccounted four years. From
October, 1792, to October, 179:13,:,2 the Prouds recorded the
"Minnet of Edward Kelly werk," during which time he was
responsible for 198 chairs and various bottoming and
repair jobs. The money was allocated in three ways,
either divided between the Prouds and Kelly, or kept by
either the Prouds or by Kelly. Evidently, Kelly worked
for the Prouds who supplied him with materials, paid him
wages, and therefore, pocketed the receipts. Kelly also
appears to have purchased materials and rented the shop
space for his own accounts, the appropriate costs being
deducted from his recelpts. In this way Kelly was able
to come out zhead, probably, with cash in his pocket
which would not appear in the Prouds' accounts. Kelly
worked and boarded with the Prouds until October, 1794,
but did not finally settle his account with them until
May, 1796. Thereafter no mention of Kelly appears in the
Proud accounts, nor is there any record of him in

Providence.

Other workers in the Proud shop may have been
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journeymen or furniture-related craftsmen who rented

" space. The first of these tenants was the cabinetmaker
Jonathan W. Coy, who had been a Proud customer two years
before he "went to work in the shop" in 1782.13 No
further entries refer to Coy either working in or renting
space in the Proud shop, although he continued to buy
turnings from them until 1803. Another tenant, Nathaniel
Robinson, "began his rent for the shop" in 1801 for one
yvear four months and five days at $L1-3.12.1)+ Between 1815
and 1816 Jonathan Woodward "entered the stoare at $70.
per year rent.”15 The last shop rental recorded in the
Proud accounts 1s that of Alexander Walford, a painter,

who paid $65.00 per year between 1832 and 1833.16

No records in the Proud account book indicate that
the shop tenants actually worked for the Proud turning and
chairmaking shop. They 21l four appeared to be indepen-
dent workmen who rented floor space and possibly equipment
from the Prouds. Only the Prouds.x two apprentices and
Danforth's one apprentice appear to have contributed much
labor to the profit of either of the shops. At least two
of the three apprenticeships discussed lasted between two
and three years. 3Because of the vagueness of the Proud
accounts, Edward Kelly's length of apprenticeship is not

known, but it could have lasted from two to eight years,

depending upon when, if at all, the Prouds promoted him to
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journeyman status. The average apprenticeship period is
considered to have been four years, but evidently the

duration varied.
Partnerships

Job Danforth appears to have been sole master of
his shop, according to his acccunts. In his "boock no. 2"
the handwriting, spelling and grammar have two or three
variations, depending upon who happened to be recording
the accounts. Jct'c handwriting and spelling is the most
difficult to read, and has many quaint #ariations in
spelling which are based on phonetics. Because of his
Rhode Island dialect, "r’s" sometimes are left out and at
other times are added when they do not belong. Occasion-
ally, the entries appear in a neat grammar school hand
with modern spelling, which indicates that a younger
generation was responsible. Perhaps George Armington, his

apprentice, or one of his sons wrote the neat hand.

Before he died in 1779, William Proud may have
taken his sons Daniel and Samuel into partnership with him,
because in the entry for his estate in that year all of
his debts and estate expenses are recorded by the two sons.
They carried on the business with no apparent hesitation
after their father's death and received the same patronage

as before. Oniy one other person was ever admitted on a
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I
partnership basis, and even this alliance was short lived.
The partnership between 1802 and 1803 of Wardwell and
Daniel Proud may have been a smaller partnership within
the Proud shop while Samuel carried on the shop in its
larger capacity. Another possibility i1s that Samuel was
either sick or away that year and the best expedient was
the formation of a partnership between Daniel and the
carpenter Wardwell, a former Proud boarder. After 1803,
the partnership of Wardwell and Proud was dissolv’eci,l"7
and until 1832, when Daniel died, Samuel and Daniel were
the only proprietors of the shop. The last date in the
accounts is 183%, when Samuel appears to have retired

co.npletely from the shop one year before his death.
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CHAPTER TWO
ECONOMICS OF CABINETMAKING

Volume of Business

Job Danforth's annual income may not be complete
because other accounts, day and minute books may have
existed which recorded further transactions. Amounts
given in the accounts are not large by today's standards,
and equal only %1,9%49.12.10 from 1788 through 1805 and
$722.42 frdﬁ 1806 through 1818, or $6,621.80 for the
thirty-year period.l This amount averages to $220.72 per
year, including the very lean years from 1807 to 1818, and
is obviously less than the one dollar per day (six
shillings) earned by journeymen in Philadelphia and New
York cabinetmaking shops around the year 1800.‘2 As
accounts stand Danforth would have been able to earn a
higher average income i1f he had been just an ordinary
journeyman, but it is quite probable that his full income
does not appear in this one surviving book. The
possibility exists that he may'have had income from real

estate rental or other sources which he never entered in

17
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his shop book.

Until 1809, betweén sixty and eighty-three percent
of his annual total income came from furniture sales, and
the balance was derived from the miscellaneous goods and
services which Danforth rendered to his customers. After
1809, the percentages of income made up by furniture,
labor wages, renairs, wood sales and miscellaneous goods
and services varied unpredictably because of a severe
decline in Danforth's entire business. The year 1798 was
his most prosperous; his charges to customers amounted to
1188.15.7. Overhead was probably guite small because
Danforth owned his buildings (two houses and barns),3 and
his tools and probably made the greatest proportion of

furniture himself.

Using the formula cutlined by Charles F.
Montgomery based on labor charges and masters' retzil

prices for furniture in the 1796 Cabinetmakers'

Philadelohiz and London Book of Prices, it appears that

Danforth easily could have made his furniture without

outside help in the peak year 1798. In the Philadelphia

price book Montgomery notes that costs and profit
increased the retail price to an average of three
and one half times the labor cost. Hence it
follows that if one knows the retail price of a

piece of furniture just before or after 1800 he
can approximate the time required for making it
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by converting the retall price fo dollars and

dividing by three and one half.)+

Thus, the furniture that Danforth sold for £152.8.4
in 17987 took him just over 145 days to make, if the for-
mula is correct in this case. Danforth's margin of profit
and overhead may have been less, than in a larger
metropolitan center, but he still could have made his
furniture and performed his various services in 1798 with
little assistance, provided that the account book indicates

the shop's entire output.

Like Danforth's accounts, the Prouds' accounts
also may not be complete. The missing portion between
pages 120 and 167 may have contained accounts dating
approximately between 1803 and 1834 because of similar
dating before and after the missing segment. In the Proud
book are numerous references to a day book, and quite
possibly some day book entries may not have been entirely
transferred to the account book. Amounts given in the
Proud book, as those in the Danforth book, are not large
by modern standards, and equal only %1,920.6.5 from 1772
through 1801 and $3,598.21 from 1802 through 183%. The
total income for the sixty-two year period averages to
$161.80 per year, including the lean years from 1822 %o
1831+.6 This amount is about sixty dollars less than
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Danforth's averaged income and well below the average one

dollar daily wage otf journeymen.

More variable from year to year than the Danforth
accounts, the percentage of annual income derived from
furniture fluctuates from ten to over eighty percent in
the Proud accounts. Like Danforth, the Prouds' greatest
furniture sales took place in 1798, and amounted to
579.0.2.7 Using the formula for determining production
time, it follows that the Prouds needed just over
seventy-five days to make their chairs that year. The
amounts, as noted previously, seem small and may be
incomplete. However, the Prouds owned their houses, a
barn and the shop. Also, Daniel Proud and his wife,
Lbigail, owned additional land in Providence, which appears
to have been inherited from her father, Deacon John Field.®
If the Prouds' accounts are complete, 1t appears that
Samuel and Daniel easily could have performed all the work
appearing in their book. After making their furniture and
doing miscellaneous services, Danforth and the Prouds then

had to have the patience to awalt payment.
Payments

Payments to the furniture maker took many forms,

depending upon the trade and position of the customer.
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Job Danforth often took on account items which either he.
could use himself or resell to his customers, and the
possibility exists that he may have asked certain debtors
to repay in goods needed for his family or requested by
other customers. Prominent customers such as Jabez Bowen
often paid for their furniture and miscellaneous services
with cash, although Danforth sometimes had to extend
credit to them for several years before he received his
money. Andrew Dexter purchased %£10.18.2 worth of
merchandise from 1789 to 1798, finally settling his
account during the last year.9 The firm of Mason and
Lannard owed 537.16.2% for goods purchased between 1789
and 1793. They paid in 179%.10

More numercus than cash payments were notes and
orders payable either by the debtor to Danforth or by
some third party in debt to Danforth's customer. Combina-
tions of cash, notes, orders and goods sometimes went into
the settling of an account. Hard money or specie was not
always the most convenient or even probable means of
paying a debt because of its scarcity. Examples of these
varying types of payment abound in Job Danforth's "boock. ™
In 1796 Lewis Bosworth paid for his considerable order of
furniture (high post bedstead, eight mahogany chairs,
window and bed cornices and two tables) with cash and a

"note of hand" totalling £17.17.0.11 John Warner in the
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next year settled his account "by an order on Joseph
Peck,"12 and Danforth credited Jonathan Coy‘é account '"by
a discount of noot with Mary Coy - 50.13.1."3 Three
"chears at 5/-" each and "a due bil on Kingley Carpenter"
balanced David Bacon's account,12+ but a far more
complicated arrangement appears in the account of John
Waterman, a clothier, in 17/90. Danforth delivered a
beaver hat to Asa Franklin, cashed an "order upon Mason
and Lannard" for Waterman, and then sold Waterman "2
Quarts wisinger Rum" in return for which Danforth accepted
sixteen hundred weights "of heay by the hand of Mr. Boyd"
in full settlement of Waterman's L1.13.7 account.l® These
seemingly complicated entries are far from unique and
illustrate the extent to which individuals went to

circumvent their lack of cash.

Naethan Jackson, a shopkeeper, in 1798 reimbursed
Danforth for furniture "by Sundreys out of his shop,"
and in 180%, after Jackson became a register of deeds,
paid up his account by allowing Danforth to register a
deed.16 Even the Benevolent Congregational Society's
Deacon Samuel Nightingale paid Job Danforth in kind for
three boxes and a communion table "by a Discompt in paying
for my pue in the meteing house - 21.9.0."17 Provisions

provided John Williams with the means to pay Danforth for
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his maple desk and two tables in 1797. Mutton, fresh pork,
corn, beef and "cash received of John Barton," evidently a
debtor of Williams, settled this £6.3.C account.l® The
most interesting of the provision payments can be found
in David Hill's account in which Danforth agreed to be
paid in the future with corn at a specified price, or, in
other words, with corn "futures":
1789 To a tea tabel wich I au tc
October 6 have 5 bushels of corn for -£0.15.0
17 To a chest Deliverd your order-%0.15.0
to be pade in corn at 3/-
-51.10.0
On January 1%, 1790, Hill paid Danforth "9 Bushel of corn

and 2 Bushel of potaters,'" which indicates that one

bushel of corn equaled two of potatoes.19

Specialized services either from the home or
educational fronts benefited Job Danforth in exchange for
his work. On December 8, 1790, Ann Medbury of Scituate,
Rhode Island, pald for her three-and-one-half-foot table
"oy weaving 18 yards of cloth," a coverlet and some
additional unspecified cloth.20 Widow Tallman spun 5/6
worth of yarn in exchange for Danforth's services in
"staining and polishing a Larg tabel" in 1789.21 As Job
Danforth's spelling indicates, the educational standards
of his generation (at least spelling and handwriting) were

less than those imposed upon his children at the end of
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the eighteenth century. Daniel Box's account in 1792 is
credited "by your schooling accompt - L10.4.4" in payment
for furniture, wood and repairs.22 Five years later John
Lawton paid for furniture and sundries, including
"fraiming a slate," by "amount of his [iawton‘é} Bill for
Schooling up to Septem.Z 22Bd: 1797 - 110.18.6."23 Both
Box and Lawton evidently taught Danforth's sons well,
because a number of entries in the Danforth book appear
faultless by modern standards in both spelling and hand-

writing.

As in many of the Danforth accounts, the Prouds
and their customers, particularly other craftsmen, took
obvious care to balance their accounts, using neither cash
nor the credit devices of the order, bill or note. The
pewterers Gershom Jones and Samuel Hamlin owed the Prouds
£20.19.2 in 1777, and settled their account to the last
penny by Sundreys on accompt.”24 When bills payable by
a third person were used to pay a balance, the account
often ended with a credit for the customer because of the
varying amounts of the bills used. Such credit was the
case in Pitcher and Daggett's account for axletrees,
whiffletrees, shocks and bars totalling ®4+0.12.8 for which
they paid with bills worth E42.3.5.25

In this economy both goods and services were
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bartered. Between 1798 and 1807 the mason John Pettey
paid for chairs, sundries, seed corn, rockers and rounds
by pointing the cellar, working on the steps and other

unspecified work.26

Samuel Miller provided five pairs of
shoes for the Proud family between 1804 and 1806 in
return for resin, banisters, chairs and a "Cheretree

Table. "2/

To the furniture historian, wood was one of the
more important forms of payment to the furniture maker.
Frequently, when specific identification 1s made in the
accounts, the regional use of wood in furniture may be
determined. Unfortunately, the Proud accounts refer only
to "loads" of unspecified wood, with the exception of a
single load each of "oke" and ash. Danforth's accounts
are more specific, and many of his customers who supplied
wood lived outside of Providence in Johnston, Scituate,
Cranston and Gloucester where the secondary cabinet woods,
such as chestnut, maple, pine and o2k, grew. "Sipros"
(cypress), ash, birch and black walnut appear less
frequently, and there are noticeable shortages of mahogany
and cherry on the customers' credit side, which may indi-
cate that Danforth purchased most of these primary woods
directly from a lumber merchant. .. The appearance of

cypress in the accounts 1s unusual because it is a southern
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wood which usually grew no farther north than southern
Delaware and was used extensively, it is thought, in
Carolina furniture. Two possible explanations for the
appearance of this wood are either coastwise importation
of cypress because of its resistance to dampness and
insects or the mistaken identity of a local wood of the

same family.

Both the Danforth and Proud account books amply
demonstrate that the accepted business practices of the
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries were based on
barter and extended credit. Charles Hummel has noted in
his excellent study of the Dominy family of East Hampton,

New York, With Hammer in Hand, that accounts were seldom

balanced and solvency was not a major issue. Danforth
and the Prouds were paid in household goods, food, labor,
business supplies and services. In other words, they had
1little need for any quantity of hard cash with which to
live comfortably.
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CHAPTER THREE
FURNITURE

Job Danforth's Cabinetwork and Chairs

Furniture sales appear to have accounted for
between sixty and eighty-five percent of Danforth's
annual income during the most productive decade 1795 to
1805 (see table of Annual Income and Its Sources).
Danforth enumerates fifty-eight different furniture forms
and‘variaﬁions of these forms in his account book. The
possibility exists that this figure is slightly inaccurate
because in some entries Danforth did not specify the type
of form made, but rather he only wrote "{able" or
tchair."l Tables and stands, desks, chests of drawers
and bureaux, bedsteads, sideboards, sofas, bookcases, a
firescreen, a clothes horse, sea chests, coffins and
chairs were =211 made by Danforth. Her= follows a
discussion ofcthe major forms in order of their guantity

in the account book.

29
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Tables and Stands

Twenty-one different types of tables are recorded
in Danforth's accounts. The most common type is the
"three and one-half foot table" whose description never
becomes more exact. Other dimensions are sometimes noted,
particularly those of four feet and four and one-half
feet. These tables may have been simple drop-leaf dining
tables with either square tapered 1legs or cabriole legs
and pad feet,both with two legs swinging to support the
leaves. The tops of these tables are nearly always
approximately square when the leaves are opened, so that
a four foot table would have longer, deeper leaves than
a three and one-half foot table. Mahogany, cherry and
maple constituted the woods used, depending upon whether
the customer wished to pay only 9/0 per foot for a maple
table or exactly double that figure, 18/0, for the rich
show and durability of a mahogany table. An even more
expensive variation was a mahogany table with "claw feet™
which cost 24/0 per foot. Thomas Jackson, a wealthy
Providence merchant, ordered four such tables of three and
one-half feet each from Danforth in 1795.2 Possibly made
to fit end-to-end in the dining room, these tables must

have made an impressive sight 1lined up in a row.
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Stands of all types were also popular. The
entries in Danforth's account book indicate that the term
"stand" may mean a small table on a single central pillar
with three legs. Maple candlestands cost from 7/6 to 12/0
and mahogany ones cost 30/0, These had either "turned
tops" or tops which were of unspecified shape and may have
been either round, rectangular, square or elliptic. Those
candlestands listed with "turned tops" cost nearly twice
what a stand with an unspecified top cost. "Turned tops"
may have referred to "dished" tops, that is, tops whose
surface has been turned below the surface of the rim. The
unspecified ones may have had a flat top surface. Entries
which designated stands without any adjective may refer to
urn, basin, light or kettle stands. These undesignated
stands ranged in price, as stated above, from 7/6 to 30/0.
The price of a cherry stand ranged equidistant between
the prices of maple and mazhogany stands. This price for-
mula.appears valid for most other forms of furniture as
well. A cherry stand cost 18/0 while a cherry stand with
a turned top cost 24/0, a considerable sum for a stand.
When the entries are not specific, the wood used was
probably maple. Numerous instances occur where the price
was the same for a table of unspecified wood as one for
maple. Cherry and mahogany appear to be expensive or

unusual enough to warrant careful mention in Danforth's
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entries.

Pembroke tables of maple, cherry and mahogany
played an important role in Providence house furnishing
because of their versatility for dining, tea serving
and general use. The cheapest maple tables of this
design cost £1.7.0, and the mahogany pembroke cost up to

.4, 0.

Tea tables appear 1in Danforth's entries at a
lower price than pembroke tables, possibly because they
have no leave The only clue to their shape is one
entrv which mentions a square tea table of unspecified
wood, probably cherry, which cost £1.8.0. Other tea
tables of unspecified shape and wood were priced as low
as 13/6, but unspecified tea tables generally cost between
15/0 and £1.0.0. Makogany tables cost from £1.16.0 to
£2.0.0. From the single entry describing a square tea
table, another form of the tea table is suggested as being
either square or rectangular with, possibly, square-
tapered, molded-square or cabriole legs. The other
possible form of tea table is the tilt top with central

pillar, three cabriole legs and a circular top illustrated

in Figure 1.

Only one entry in Job Danforth's account book
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mentions a "round table." His round table was made of
maple and cost £1.12.0, which indicates that it must have
been similar to a pembroke table in extent of workmanship.
An unique form in the accounts is a "crossed leg table"
which may have been a top on two sets of crossed legs
similar to the modern folding tray table. This simple
table sold for only 8/6 and was made of an unspecified
wood. Danforth also made twelve kitchen tables, the
average cost being £1.7.0. This price must have provided

a good sized table made of one of the cheaper woods.

A "frame for a marble slab" appears once in the
Danforth accounts at 15/0 and was probably the frame for
a side or mixing table. In 1801, Job Danforth made two
"leaf ends to 2 mahogany table with a large leaf to each"
for Jabez Bowen.3 These table ends may have been
semi-circular with the leaf attached to the flat side.
The cost of these table ends was E4.4.0 each, a consider-
able sum for only part of a dining table. In 1796,
Danforth made a "communion tabel" for Deacon Samuel
Nightingale of the Beneficent Congregational Society.h
Being a member of this meeting house, Danforth deducted

17/0, the cost of the table, from the annual rental of his

pev.
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Chairs

One hundred nineteen chairs appear in Danforth's
book.5 A selection of the many terms used to describe
these pieces, some of them evidently interchangeable, and
others very general, include, banister-back, children's,
closestool, armed and unarmed, three-back, joiners' and
lolling. These range in price from 4/0 for a "three-back"
chair in 1793 to £3.0.0 for a lolling chair in 1801. The
next most expensive of Danforth's chairs were mahogany
armchairs which sold for £2.2.0. Mahogany sidechairs sold
for £1.13.0, and a black walnut sidechair sold for three
shillings less than this in 1792. The price of a cherry
chair is recorded as 18/0, while an ordinary closestool
could be bought for 12/0. In 1794 Danforth sold his only
recorded set of six banister-back chairs at 6/0 each. For
a "joyner's chair" he charged £1.1.C. A "child's chair"
in 1793 sold for 7/6.

Bedsteads

Job Danforth's account book lists entries for
ninety-three beds which can be divided into six different
types.6 The most numerous examples are not described in
the accounts beyond the term "bedstead", but may have been

a simple, low post variety. These were priced between
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18/0 and £1.0.0 each. The cheapest bed was the camp
bedstead for 13/6, while the most expensive bed in the
accounts was a piece which he made for his son, Job, Jr.,
a pewterer, in 1798.7 The bed cost 513.10.0, or nearly
as much as a mahogany sideboard (£15.%.0). Birch, maple,
cherry and mahogany were used in the high post bedsteads,
for which Danforth charged from &51.4.0 to B4.4t.0, depend-
ing upon the wood selected. A set of fluted bed posts
of birch cost £2.2.0 and the side rails cost an extra 3/6.
In 1793, Danforth sold an ordinary high post bed, stained
and polished, for L1.10.0, and he charged 4/6 extra for a
set of rails with keys to turn the screws which held the
bed together. Some entries list high post beds with "pins"
to support the rope mattress. In 1811 Danforth made a
"cheretre canepe top bedstead" for Joseph Fenner for
twelve dollars.8 This entry is the only mention of a bed
canopy in the book, but the price is nearly the same for
this bed as for other cherry high post beds which are not
so explicitly described. Possibly the canopy bed was a
type of field or camp bed with shorter posts than those
with high posts. Because bedrooms in many small houses of
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries had to
be used during the day for other purposes, the "turn-up
bedstead" solved the problem of what to do with the bed
in the daytime. The head of the bed was fitted to the
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wall, while the side rails were pinned or hinged to raise
the bed to a vertical position against the wall in much
the same way as a "Murphy" ted works. The "turn-up" bed
cost £1.9.0, or 9/0 more than the trundle bed which was
made to roll under a full size bed. Small children, too,
had their cradles and cribs costing from 18/0 for a maple

cradle to the extravagant sum of £2.8.0 for a cherry crib.
Coffins

Furniture fur eternity appeared to be a Danforth
specialty. He made 90 of them during his career.9 A
child's coffin began at 5/9, which may have been made of
pine for a new born infant. The price of coffins of
ordinary, unspecified wood for adults started at 15/0 and
went as high as E4.16.0 for a mahogany one. Black walnut
coffins were infrequently made and cost £2.8.0, while the
cherry model went as high as %3.0.0. The price structure
of coffins was variable because of individual size re-
qﬁirements. Coffins were made to order at the time of
death, as in the case of the wife of cabineftmaker Jonathan
W. Coy who died in 1803. On July 22 of that year Coy
supplied Danforth with twenty-eight feet of "cheritry"
boards. From this wood Danforth made Mary Coy's coffin
for £3.0.0 and credited Coy's account with 1%/0 for the

materials.lO
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DeSks

Desks appear in Danforth's accounts as the fifth
most numerous form.ll Seventy-six desks in four varia-
tions are listed in the entries. The least expensive
desk Danfbrth designated the "writing desk" which he sold
from 12/0 up to £2.8.0. The price depended upon the wood
used or whether a frame was included because, at the
basic price, this desk was a lap desk. The most common
désk which Danforth sold is listed in the accounts as just
a "desk" which probably was the usual slant front with
three or four drawers beneath it. These desks in maple
were sold from %2.5.0 to £3.12.0 "without trimmings,"
that is, without the pulls, locks and escutcheons which
were generally left for the purchaser of the desk to buy
separately. The higher price, £3.12.0, included ogee
bracket feet. The addition of this more stylish feature
cost the purchaser twelve shillings extra, but may have
been included as a standard feature on the more expensive
cherry and mahogany desks. The former sold for between
£5.8.0 to £7.16.0 and the latter for as much as %11.3.0.
Another variety of desk is listed in the accounts as a
"dobal [aoublé] headed"” desk, priced approximately at
£3.0.0, the same as Danforth's regular desk. Only one

desk and bookcase appears in Danforth's book; this sold
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for £6.12.0 in 1799. In all probability this desk was made
of maple because the price for such a complex piece of
furniture appears low. As stated above, the hardware, or
"trimmings" for desks was not included generally in the
price of Danforth's desks. The price of desk "trimmings"
ranged from 2/10 in 1795 for the lock, hinges and knobs
(not pulls) for a desk costing %3.12.0, to 17/% in 1800
for a T4.4.0 desk. The latter is an unusually high price

and must have included locks for all the drawers.
Chests of Drawers

Job Danforth made seven varieties of chests of
drawers,12 the most popular of which was the "high-low
case of draws," the others being a "low case," a "high
case," a chest upon chest, a single "nest" of drawers and
a chest listed only as a "case of draws." The Term *“chest
of draws" appears only once, in 1797, in the account book.
Danforth evidently preferred the word "case" to "chest."
A1l of the "high-low" chests were made of maple and were
sold from £2.8.0 to E4.5.0, depending upon the extras.
Twenty-seven of these chests or '"cases" appear in the
accounts arnd they were probably about five feet high, res-
sembling a Pennsylvania tall chest of drawers. Danforth
made the "low case" of drawers only in maple and sold it

for £3.6.0, but this was not nearly as popular as the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



39

"high-low" form. Only one "high case," in cherry wood, is
mentioned in the account book and cost £1C.0.0. In 1798
the word "bureau'" appears in the accounts for the first
time and seems to indicate a standard or low chest of
drzwers. The bureau had a price range from 53.0.0 for
maple to £9.0.0 for mahogany examples. The most elaborate
bureau,'but not the most expensive, described in Danforth's
entries is one with five drawers, a mahogany "swelled
front," and cherry top and ends. The price was £7.10.0

in 1803. This bureau must have presented an unusual ap-
pearance unless the cherry was stained to match the ma-
hogany, as was probably the case. Another variety of

chest mentioned in Danforth's book is the "nest of draws."
In maple, the only wood in which this form appears, i%

cost £32.12.0.
Chests

Thirty-nine chests of a variety without drawers

appear Iin Danforth's book in a price range from 7/6 to
£1.8.0.73 In 1797 he sold to the merchant Thomes Jackson
one dozen unspecified chests for 18/0 each.ﬂ+ Jackson

may have shipped these as venture cargo or as an order to
a merchant customer in another port city. Cases designat.d

as house chests averaged 18/0 each in price and may have
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been a form called a blanket chest in modern terminology.
Sea chests were priced between 16/6 and ¥1.18.0, the
higher price paid for one with a false bottom. Only one
large meal chest appears in the accounts, and it is

priced at £1.10.0.
Sideboards, Sofas, Bookcases and Clockcases

Only four expensive furniture forms appear in
Danforth's accounts. While forms such as tables and bed-
steads had inexpensive versions, sideboards, sofas,
bookcases and clockcases could be considered luxury
furnishings. A mahogany sideboard, of which Danforth made
five, is the most expensive article of furniture in the
account book and cost between £12.0.0 and L15.%4.0.
Mahogany clockcases were priced from £7.10.0 to £12.0.0,
depending upon their size and elaboration. A cherry case
could be had for a little more than £6.0.0. Danforth
sold bookcases of mapie and cherry for £3.0.0, although in
1808 he made "a cheretre Boock case with mahogany sash
doors™ for William Lee at a cost of $15., or about
£4.10.0.1% The legs and stretchers of sofas made in
Danforth's shop were executed eilther in cherry or mahogany.
The use of mahogany commanded a price of T4.4.0 and of
cherry £3.16.6. The 7/6 difference between them reflects

the difference in the initial cost of the two woods.
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Presumably, most of a sofa's real cost resulted from the
framing of the carcass to receive upholstery. Possibly
Danforth produced a model in the so-called "camel-back"
style. Unfortunately, the craftsman does not give any

clues to the styles of his various forms.
Miscellaneous Small Furniture

Small pieces of furniture rarely appear in
Danforth's accounts. Only one fire screen of cherry,
which sold for $3.50 (or slightly over £1.0.0) is
recorded. Eleven clothes horses are listed, one of which
is described as having "four pins" and priced at £1.0.6.
Other horses generally cost between 12/0 and 15/0. Addi-
tional small items which Danforth made include two
"lucking glas fraims, a fraim for Diaplomia,"16 three

picture frames, three paper cases and a knife case.
Furniture Attributed to Danforth

Because there are no known pieces of furniture
signed or labeled by Danforth, one can only assume that
Danforth worked for the most part in the so-called Queen
Anne and Chippendale styles. The single references to
"0.G." and "claw feet" in the accounts may indicate that
he seldom made pieces in a sophisticated Chippendale

style. In the collection of the Rhode Island Historical
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Society there is a simple Queen Anne mahogany tea table
(illustrated here in Figure 1), a gift of J. Danforth
Edwards, a direct descendant of the cabinetmaker.
Simply designed and well made, this table probably

represents in style the bulk of Daniorth's work.

i i the
Figure 1. Mahogany tilt-top tea table gttrlbuted to
sigp of Job Danforth, c¢. 1790. Collection of Rhode
Island Historical Society.
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Figure 2. Mahogany pedestal-back side chalr with kylix
and swag splat attributed to the shop of Job Danfor‘ph,
c. 1795. Collection of Rhode Island Historical Socilety.
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Figure 3. Mahogany shield-back-side chair with kylix
and swag splat attributed to the shop of Job Danfor’gh,
c. 1795. Collection of Rhode Island Historical Society.
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Figure 4. Birch pedestal-back side chair with urn splat
attributed to the shop of Job Danforth, c. 1795.
Collection of Rhode Island Historical Society.
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Three chairs, each differing from the other but
all in the neo—classic”taste, were given to the Rhode
Island Historical Society by Mr. Edwards. They, too,
have a history of ownership in the Danforth family.
Figure 2 illustrates a mahogany pedestal-back side
chair of a transitional style not uncommon to
conservative New England furniture. The splat is
well carved and pierced and sits in a shoe on the
back seat rail in the manner’of the earlier Chippendale

style.

Possibly more successfully designed is the
shield-back mahogany side chair illustrated in Figure 3
which bears a similar kylix and swag motif carved on the
splat. Characteristic of Rhode Island chairs of this
period is the carved honeysuckle flower on the top rail
of the chairs illustrated in Figures 2 and 3. However,
this detail is missing in the mahogany-stained birch
side chair in Figure Y. Pedestal backs with urn splats
as in this example appear in the work of Connecticut
and Rhode Island craftsmen. Here the design feature
can be pinned down to Rhode Island on the basis of &
second relationship, that of seat construction, between
the chairs in Figures 2 and 4. The side seat rails of

both are mortised through the rear legs, a characteristic
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of Providence-made chairs. The seat rails of the chair
in Figure 3 do not exhibit this feature. All three
chairs are soundly built with four stretchers connect-
ing square, tapered legs. The secondary woods are
chestnut and ash. Of course, the possibility exists
that Danforth made all, part, or none of the four
pieces of furniture attributed to him through family

descent.

None of the chairs or the table are ornamented
with veneers or inlay. Danforth's accounts make no
mention of stringing, which seems to indicate that even
his sideboards were plain and conservative in appearance.
In his sideboards, chests and other furniture Danforth
may have used chestnut, cypress, oak and pine as the
secondary wood for drawer linings, framing, backing and
other unseen parts. Only these four woods, in addition
to maple, appear in his accounts in quantities over a
thousand board feet, which seems to indicate that he
made frequent use of these materials. Primary woods, or
the woods which show most prominently on a piece of
furniture, are probably those mentioned in the accounts
as including maple, cherry, mahogany and black walnut,

listed in descending order of quantity purchased.
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William, Samuel and Daniel Prouds! Chairs

While cabinetwork was Job Danforth's speciality,
the Prouds concentrated on making chairs, particularly
those utilizing the turner's art. Between 1772 and
1833 the Prouds sold, according to their accounts, 2,881
chairs which ranged in price from 3/0 for an unspecified
type of frame to £1.13.0 for a single mahogany specimen
sold in 1781. Most of the Prouds' thirty varieties of
chairs, including unspecified types lumped together as
a single group, sold for between 4/0 and 16/0.17
Seemingly, the Prouds made chairs for every room in the
house. The various kinds sold by them to grace the
less important rooms of great houses and the better rooms
of the middle classes include armchairs, chair frames,
closestools, shop seats and those chairs described as
banister-backs, children's, common, crooked back,
dining, frame, frame seat, great, green, high, 1little,
low, mahogany, parlor, rocking, square work, table, tea
table, three-back, york and windsor. The Prouds even
made chairs or seats for wagons and carriages. Quite
possibly the thirty different chair variations could
be reduced in number if the Prouds had been more specific
in their descriptions. Terminology may have changed or

perhaps even overlapped from one day or time period to
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the next, depending upon the person who kept the day,

minute and account books.

The greatest confusion is present in the 1,675
chairs of which no further description is noted in the
Proud accounts. Ranging in price from 4/0 to 16/0 and
extending throughout fifty-eight years of accounts,
this unspecified group must represent many different
varieties. Three-back chairs are the next most numerous
group in the accounts and are found only between 1780
and 180%. Priced between 4/6 and 5/6 and usually ordered
in multiples of six, the three-backs probably represent
simple turned chairs with a back composed of three
cross slats. 118 each of York and dining chairs appear
in the Proud book. York chairs cost from 7/6 to 8/6
and appear in the Proud accounts between 1784+ and 1808.
Dining chairs cost from 7/0 to 10/0 in the years between
1788 and 180%. Possibly the Prouds! York chairs ressembled
the yoke-crest. vase-splat turner's chailr with "Dutch"
legs found in New York and the Hudson Valley. Dining
chairs may have been armless windsors with narrow pro-
portions to facilitate seating around a small dining table.
Between 1772 and 1830 the Prouds sold 103 of their "littel™
chairs from 3/0 to 4/6. At this price they must have been
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children's chairs.

"Grate," or great, chairs were sold by the
Prouds between 1774 and 1825. Priced between 9/0 and
15/0, ninety-two appear in the accounts. Between 1780
and 1785, four "low grate" chairs sold from 7/6 to
12/0. The Prouds made eighty-six banister-back chairs
which cost between 6/0 and 6/8 from 1774 to 1792.
"Banister-back" is one of the few terms used by the
Prouds which is still clearly recognizable in modern
vocabulary. In comparison, the sixz banister-back chairs
which Job Danforth sold also cost 6/0 each. There is
no evidence that he bought them from the Prouds instead
of making them himself. Eighty-one common chairs all
priced at 5/6 appear in the Proud accounts from 1788
through 1813. Their low price indicates that the name
was probably fitting and that they were simple, rush-
seated kitchen chairs. Parlor chairs, however, cost
from 12/0 to 13/6 between 1794 and 1807. The Prouds
sold seventy-seven of them over this thirteen-year
period. Most probably this parlor variety were fancy,
painted chairs. Nancy Goyne Evans has pointed out that
these chairs appear time and again in New York City
inventories during this period and are often included

in the 1list of parlor furnishings.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



51

Frame chairs represented one of the more expensive
products of the Proud shop between 1782 and 1791.
Seventy-six of them were sold priced from 11/6 to 16/0.
Their name implies that they had few, if any, turned
components and that they may also have had slip seats.
Green chairs selling from 9/0 to 10/6 between 1801 and
1808 probably were a form of armless windsor chair
because the fifty-two examples which the Prouds sold
appear after the name windsor disappears from the book
(1799). On the other hand, the Prouds sold only
eighteen "winser chairs" between 1786 and 1799 which
were priced from 9/0 to 15/0. The higher price indicates
that the windsor model was either more elaborate than
the green one or that some windsors were armchairs while

the green examples may have been all side chairs.

Table chairs priced from 7/0 to 9/0 between 1785
and 1818 represent another form not clearly discernible
as to exact shape and style. Although only twenty-eight
were sold over a thirty-three year period, this chair
form appears to have persisted, or retained its name,
longer than many of the others listed in the Proud
accounts. Table chairs may have been seats with a
board constructed back pinned to tilt down over the arms

to form a2 table.l8
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Over a forty-seven year period, 1783 to 1832,
the Prouds made twenty-five rocking chairs priced from
6/0 to 7/6. Throughout their account book numerous
entries indicate that the Prouds also converted a
variety of seating pileces, particulérly "grate" chairs,
by ¥puting rockers" on them. "Crooked back" chairs
only appear twice in the Proud book, once in 1783 and
once in 1788. Both sales were for six chairs each,
the earlier order selling for 12/0 each chair and the
later for 13/0 each. Quite possibly "crooked back"
indicates that the back stiles and splat(s) were
spoonéshaped in the Queen Anne style, rather than being

straight like banister-back or other turned chair forms.

Low, high and high-seat chairs appear in the
Proud accounts. Eleven low chairs priced from 4/6 to
7/2 were sold betweesn the years 1775 and 1829. They
may have been either nursing or children's chairs. Nine
high chairs priced from 4/6 to 9/0 were sold between
1788 and 1826. High seat chairs sold for 6/0 during
the fifty-one year span between 1775 and 1826. Both
of these terms may refer to children's high chairs.
Only seven of them are recorded. Shop seats may have
ressembled high.seat chairs or counting house chairs

and are recorded from 1782 to 1826, selling from 4/o
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to 6/0.

The armchair category is too vague to determine
style and must include several of the thirty chalr
types listed in the Proud accounts. ©Six armchairs
between 1802 and 1822 were sold from 9/0 to %1.0.0.
Six each of frame seat and square work chairs were sold
in 1785 and in 178%, respectively. The frame seat
chairs cost 6/2 and the square work 16/0. Only four
children's chairs were sold by the Prouds between 1775
and 1789. This form must have been a diminutive
edition of one of the Prouds'! regular forms. Children's

chairs cost from 2/6 to 4/0.

In 1793, the Prouds sold two carriage "chairs"
for 14/0 each, and between 1805 and 1811 they sold three
wagon "chairs" from $2.00 to $2.50. Evidently both of
these were designed to be bolted on to the beds of
riding vehicles. The Prouds sold one each of a ciose-
stool, a mahogany chair and a tea table chair. The
closestool cost $3.00 in 1808, but for considerably
less money the Prouds converted their customers' old
chairs to hold a concealed pot. The tea table chair
was sold in 1795 at a price of 7/6. Possibly this
form was made for the hostess to serve tea from and

actually might be a type of stool (without a back),
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but a more plausible form might be a painted fancy side
chair. The Prouds sold their one mahogany chair in
1782 for £1.13.0. In 1801, Job Danforth sold six
mahogany chairs, each costing the same as the Proud

chair.

- The nearly three thousand chairs discussed in
this chapter make up the greatest part of the Prouds'
furniture sales. However, twenty-seven pieces of
cabinetwork were sold between 1785 and 183% and
twenty-four of these in the period from 1791 to 1799.
There is 1ittle evidence that the Prouds made any of
this cabinetwork. The account book records cix tables,
six desks and a clockcase made by other furniture
makers, including Job Danforth, between 1783 and 1797.
Only four of these thirteen known pieces of cabinetwork
may be traced in the Proud book from cabinetmaker to
customer. However, many transactions between the Prouds,
other furniture craftsmen and customers may be in miss-

ing minute, day or account books.

Descriptions of the cabinetwork in the Proud
book are short and often unilluminating. Seven desks
priced from 21.1%.6 to £6.0.0 were sold between 1791
and 1799. In the period 1791 to 1834 fifteen tables

were sold. Of this number, eight are unspecified, two
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are pembroke tables, three are candlestands (one with a
"draw"), one is a tea table and another is a round
table. The eight tables of unspecified type were priced
from 31.1.0 to 52.1%.0 during the years 1795 to 1799.
The two pembrokes sold in 179% and 1795 for £2.2.0 and
£3.0.0, while the three candlestands sold between 1791
and 1797 for from 9/0 for a plain example to 15/0 for

a stand with a drawer. The tea table was sold in

1803 for 18/0, and the round table was priced at $2.80

in 183%.

Two beds appear in the Proud book. In 1791, a
turn-up bedstead (one to fold up against a wall) sold
for £1.6.0 and in 1795, a high post model sold for 53.8.0.
The single clockcase listed, which was made by Thomas
Carlisle, sold for %7.16.0 in 179%. A sea chest priced
in 1798 at £1.7.0 and a cradle retailing for £1.1.0 in
1785 complete the list of furniture sold by the Prouds.
The total sales of cabinetwork sold by the Prouds,
amounting to £58.6.0, averages to less than 51.0.0 per
year over the sixty-two year period covered by the book.

This is a very small amount, indeed.
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CHAPTER FOUR

SCOPE OF THE DANFORTH AND
PROUD BUSINESS ACTIVITIES

Furniture Repairs

The craftsmen who made furniture were also willing
to repair and refinish old furniture belonging to their
customers as well as replace rush seats in damaged chairs.
Repairing cabinetwdrk and chairs represented only a small
percentage of Job Danforthis income. Between one and five
percent of his shop income was derived from mending
furniture, meking alterations and additions to used pieces,
staining and polishing wood surfaces and similar activi-
ties. The Proud shop did more repair work than did
Danforth's. Between fifteen and twenty-five percent of
the Prouds' income came from chair mending, painting and
"pottuming,” that is, the rushing or caning of chair

seats.

Danforth's repair work was varied, but some of
the highlights of this activity include the following

items as recorded in his account book. In 1803 Danforth

58
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altered a regular bedstead for Jabez Bowen so that it
would turn up against the wall. The price for this
conversion was 7/0, or about one quarter of the cost of a
new turn-up bedstead.? Stephen Jackson had Danforth
convert a case of drawers into two "beaurows" in 1801,
for which he paid £2.18.2, including 10/2 for the
"trimmings," or hardware, on the new bureaux. Two years
later Danforth cut and put casters to a chair for
Jackson at the cost of l/O.3 When tables and chairs were
brought into Danforth's shop for staining and polishing,
he charged an average price of 0/6. utting rockers to
chairs constituted another repair or alteration which both

Danforth and the Prouds performed for about 2/0.

The majority of the Prouds' furniture repair
business was in replacing rush or "flag!" seats, a process
which is termed "bottoming" in their account book. The
average price for this task ranged from 2/0 to 3/6.
Possibly bottoming also included the caning and webbing
of chairs, but this is purely speculative since the Proud
book does not refer to any specific form of bottoming.
A1l there is to go on are the numerous credit entries for
bunches of flags (rush), indicating that the Prouds did
a brisk business in new rush-bottomed chairs and repairs

to o0ld ones. Occasionally, the Prouds both "bottumd and
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cullerd" both new and old chairs for their customers.
There appears to be a difference between the painting and
coloring of chairs. In 179%, the Prouds painted two
chairs for Lewis Peck at a cost of 4/6.% In 1799, they
"bottumd and cullerd" three chairs for Walker Harding

at 9/0. or for very little additional over the price of
bottoming.? Possibly, coloring indicated a quick stain
or wash application. Although their furniture repair work
}was confinéd mainly to chairs, the Prouds occasionally
effected minor repairs to cabinetwork. In 1808, John
Perrin's account was charged $.12 for "Glewing a'Desk."6
Only in reference to mending activities does the term
"fancy" chair appear in the Proud book. In 1823, they
bottomed three fancy chairs and mended two others for the

chair dealer Christian Nestell.’
Turning

The turning of furniture components was a
specialized part of the furniture-making industry be-
cause it necessitated special equipment, such as a
lathe, and skill in manipulating the chisels while the
wood turned. Not every cabinetmaker did his own turn-
ing, or at least all that he needed, as entries in the
Danforth and Proud account books indicate. Both shops

supplied turned articles to many of the same trade

S
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customers, including the cabinetmakers John and Thomas
Carlisle, James Aborn and Phillip Peckham. From 1793
to 1800 Danforth supplied the Carlisles with thirteen

turned stand tops worth 51.15.0,8

and in 1795 he turned
two tops for James Aborn, Jr., for a total of 6/0.°7
However, Danforth's share of the turning market was
extremely small, and probably his turnings were ordered
only when other cabinetmakers could not meet the

demands of their orders without resorting to outside

help.

On the other hand, the Prouds were turning
specialists as well as chairmakers and made more components
for the furniture trade than did Danforth. Turning
accounted for between five and fifteen percent, on the
average, of their annual income. Between 1782 and 1796
the Prouds supplied the Carlisles with turnings in small
quantity. A "pillow," or pillar, for a stand cost 2/9 in
1782; three ends for maps were priced at 2/0 in the same
year as were three balls in 1791l. _cher turnings supplied
to the firm included c¢hair posts, priced at 1/6 for three
in 1782, four mshogany high bed posts for 16/0C in 1790,
four clock pillars in 1782 costing 3/0 and three "tops
for a draw" for 3/0 in 1786.10 The turnings which the
cabinetmaker James Aborn bought periodically between
1798 and 1805 from the Prouds consisted exclusively of
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pillars and bed posts.11 The cabinetmaker Joseph Rawson
also bought a few turnings between 1792 and 1806. These
included a turning for a clockcase in 1792 for $.17,
several pillars for stands, several hundred pins-
apparently to be used on beds to hold the ropes, assorted
bed posts at $.26 for a set of four and several rolling
pins at $.16 each.t2 Between 1774 and 1785, the cabinet-
maker Joseph Martin bought several kinds of furniture

legs and bed posts from the Prouds: unspecified table
legs usually were priced at 1/2, kitchen table legs cost
1/6, four legs for a high case cost 1/0 and a stand pillar
and legs fetched 3/0.73 Jonathon W. Coy, possibly a
former journeyman of the Prouds, bought furniture pillars,
cushions, drops, tassels, balls for clocks, legs, bed
posts, high case legs and.backgammon cups between 1780 and
1803.1% Phillip Peckham spiit his purchases in 1795 and
1796, buying eleven pillars, some balls and bed posts

from the Proudsl® and three turned stand tops and a

turned server from Job Danforth.l6

Besides supplying turnings to other craftsmen in
the furniture trades, the Prouds furnished parts for the
use of chaisemakers.‘ Daniel, James, John and Lemuel
Pitcher were supplied with axles, whiffletrees and shocks

from the Proud shop between 1792 and 1814%.17 Clock parts
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for Caleb Wheaton, the clockmaker, were part of the
Prouds'! turned work, and included "patterns for clock
work," a clock board and "pendulum wood."18 The pewterers
Gershom Jones, William Billings, Job Danforth, Jr., and
Samuel Hamlin ordered mallets, molds, flasks, blocks,
"mould peaces" and patterns from the Prouds.19 Turnings
supplied by the Prouds to the printer Bennett Wheeler
included whorls for spinning wheels, banisters, taps,
faucets, acorns and "turnings for Chimney Pease" in

1798.20

Turning of wooden components for thelr customers,
which averaged between five and fifteen percent of their
annual income, did not constitute the real bulk of the
Prouds! turning production. Rather, for them, turning
served as the backbone of their chairmeking establishment.
Their chair production apparently was composed primarily
of styles that utilized turned parts rather than joined
construction. The small quantity of turning enumerated
above suggests that many of the Prouds' customers did
not rely entirely on purchases from this shop to supply
all their needs. These fellow craftsmen may have turned
some of their own work or acquired turnings from other

Providence area craftsmen.
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Services and Accommodation of Clients

Furniture makers of the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries could not depend on fluctuating
demands for furniture in order to make a comfortable
living. In consequence, these craftsmen performed many
other kinds of services and sold other kinds of merchan-
dise. Inventory taking .nd appraising of estates was a
job well suited to the talents of a man who knew
household furnishings and their value. In 1808, Samuel
Proud performed various Jobs for the estate of Robert
Durfee. It took him one and one-half days to take
inventoryv and another half day t¢ list items for sale.
He attended the "vendue," or sale, of the estate another
day and delivered the sold goods to their new owners
during part of another day. Proud charged the estate a
total of $7.67 for these services.2l Job Danforth
appraised the estate of Archibald Stewart in 1805 at a
fee of 12/0, after having made a coffin for the deceased
at a cost of 53.12.0.22

Some furniture makers also worked as carpenters
on occasion, as illustrated by an entry in 1799 in which
Daniel Proud "Settled account Oliver Arnold bill for
laying the floors and casing the windows in the new

house."23 The amount of the work was $69.20. From
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1789 to 1806 James Burrill kept Danforth busy mending his
hog pen, whetting saws and fixing signs, in addition to
furniture-related activities.2t Nathan Waterman employed
Danforth's sons for raking hay, harvesting corn and other
miscellaneous work. Danforth also supplied him with
dung, lime and fence posts.25 The Prouds, too, did
garden or farm work, as on May 20, 1801, when they charg-
ed William Jones "To 4 Days plowing - $12."26 Both in
his shop and on his sloop Richard Jackson found work

for Danforth and his helpers. Shelves were mended and
the store réceived five candle boxes at 1/0 each in
1789.27 From 1798 to 1802 Danforth supplied Bennett
Wheeler with numerous pieces of "furniture" (cloth for
bed hangings, etc.) besides "boxing up the trees" around
Wheeler'!s house and making two tubs. Danforth sold the
"furniture", or cloth, by the foot and by the piece.28
The Prouds built three boats for Zephanigh Brown in 1791
and 1792, two being twelve feet and the other thirteen.29

H

n the years 1796 and 1797, Danforth worked on the roads
for the town of Providence for several days, charging
7/6 per day for his work.30 This daily rate is the

same as that charged by the Dominy family of craftsmen
at East Hampton, Long Island, for their labor by the day
during these same years. Apparently, labor wages were

more or less standardized in adjacent areas.3l
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Both the Prouds and Danforth appear to have taken
in barter items which they could use in their own house-
holds or which they knew could be resold to customers.
Their shops acted as clearing houses for small quantities
of many different kinds of articles. Phillip Arnold's
account shows that Danforth bought sundries for hiﬁ at
"Mr. Dexter's shop," while Arnold gave Danforth cypress
and chestnut boards in return for the sundries, which
included rum, tea, salt and four and one half yards of
green baize (1789—93).32 In a similar transaction John
Fenner bought tea, molasses and coffee from the Prouds
and paid for them with beef, cheese, Indian meal, boards
and two shoats (young hogs) in 1799.33 Danforth collected
over fifty casks of lime in 1801 from various customers
and resold forty to James Aborn and Christopher Williams,
who, in turn, may have sold or bartered them, used them
on their farms or as a mortar constituent in construction.
It is interesting to note that Danforth sold the lime
for the same price for which he had acquired it.3%
Neither Danforth nor the Prouds seem to have raised the
price on items which they resold after having taken them
in payment of a debt. Another service which the Prouds
rendered was horse and vehicle rental. Sometimes they
rented their cart and other times they rented their

"shays" (chaise) to various customers. In 1797, John
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Carpenter rented the "horse and cart to Worwick -

£0.6.0.73°

Both shops may have made modest essays into
venture cargo and the coastwise trade. Danforth notes
on March 16, 1791, in the account of the merchants Mason
and Lannard, "2 tables at what they fetched 53.9.0."
These tables could have been carried aboard the firm's
sloop on which Danforth worked for several days after the
entry just noted.3® Between 1785 and 1791, the Prouds
sold nineteen dozen chairs to the merchant William
Peckham, who may have shipped them to another coastal city.
No other entries in the Proud book record chair sales of

large quantity.37
Supprlementary Business Activities

Additional means of support for both Danforth and
the Prouds were the rental of shop space as discussed in
Chapter One, as well as rooms, sheds, garden plots, and
stills. William Proud rented his "potte and stilyard"
to Charles Boller in 1777 for several months at 2/0 per
day.38 Samuel and Daniel Proud rented a shed for three
years to William Manchester between 1801 and 180%,39
and during the same years Henry Mumford, a sugar refiner,

rented another shed for $2.00 a year.'0 Periodically
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the Prouds rented out a house at $$.00 per quarter. James
Thurber availed himself of the house for six months in
183O.¥1 Evidently, Danforth owned a hatter's shop, for in
1797 and 1798, he rented it to the hatter, Alpheus
Billings, who was also the sheriff, for $7.50 per quer-
ter.42 Little information from the book can be

discerned about this activity other than the existence

of the shop from which Danforth sold several castor, or
beaver, hats to supplement his income. Between 1812 and
181%, the Prouds rented part of one of their meeting house

pews to the chaisemaker John Pitcher. for $2.00 per year.43

The large number of varied services and products
mentioned in this chapter are indicative of the many
entries in both the Danforth and the Proud account books.
Furniture making was an insufficient means of support for
these craftsmen, but they adapted their skills and made
the best possible use of thelr real and personal property

in order to make a living.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE FURNITURE MAKERS' CUSTOMERS

In the process of earning s living, Job Danforth
and the Prouds obviously had to supply the goods and
services demanded by their customers while at the same
time be receptive to receiving staples and the products
of others as payment instead of cash. It is difficult to
separate the customers of Danforth and the Prouds into a
wholesale and retail status because vague descriptions of
work completed and price variations make it difficult to
determine whether, indeed, Danforth and the Prouds had
wholesale and retail prices. The best division of
customers seems to be into a large grouping of craftsmen
primarily exchanging services, on the one hand, and a
less significant group of retail customers, on the other.
A definite business and socigl relationship exists in
the two account books between these furniture craftsmen
and craftsmen of other trades. Trade with artisans
accounts for much of the steady, continuing business in
the account books, particularly as revealed in that of
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the Prouds, although the amounts of actual hard money

exchanged are small.
Furniture Craftsmen

Twenty-two different craftsmen connected with the
furniture trades are represented in the.two account books.
Eight of the twenty-two have accounts in both books, ten
are represented only in the Proud book and four only

in Danforth's book.

Job Danforth's four accounts with furniture
craftsmen are relatively unimportant. The entries for
George Armington, who is listed in the 1828 Providence
directory as a cabinetmsker, concern only his apprentice-
ship with Danforth in the years from 1798 to 1800.1 The
furniture varnisher Daniel Bartiing rented a room from
Danforth for the two years between 1794+ and 1796 for
$12.00 a yéar.2 In 1802, Danforth sold to the upholster-
er William Brown a small group of furnituré, including a
three and one-half foot table, a pembroke table, a maple
stand and six yards of haireloth.3 William Taylor, a
painter and business partner of the looking-glass maker
Peter Grinnell, was another who rented a room from
Danforth in this case, for a period of four months in
1790. TUntil 1808, the entries for Taylor's account

indicates that Danforth mended furniture and made various
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household repairs for him.

The Prouds did business with ten furniture
craftsmen whose names do not appear in Danforth's account
book. In 1823, the cabinetmaker Reuben Burdon ordered
three "littel" chairs for $2.00 from the Prouds.’ The
cabinetmakers Gershom Carpenter and his son Joseph
bought unspecified "sundries" and two bed posts between
1773 and 1797. In payment of their account, they sup-
plied the Prouds with six tables, three desks and £1.2.10
worth of work.6 The successful cabinetmaker and furniture
merchant Thomas Howard ordered several sets of bed posts
and pillars for clockcases between 179% and 1799, and
paid his bill of L1.0.4% with cash and 1,000 building
lathes./ Edward Kelly's entries in the Proud book concern
only his apprenticeship and possible journeyman status in
the shop until 1796, as described in Chapter One. 1In
1774 and 1775, the Prouds sold cabinetmaker Daniel Martin
a variety of turned work, including seven sets of
assorted table legs, three sets of bed posts, miscella-
neous chisel handles, a stand pillar, a cane head, a
distaff for spinning, six three-back chairs and three
banister chairs. The total of Martin's account was a
modest L3.7.9.8 The chair-merchant Christian Nestell

ordered several miscellaneous chairs from the Prouds and
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had them repair and bottom several dozen others between
the years 1823 and 1831. The entire acéount amounted to
$17.63, and was partially paid for by Nestell by painting
a set of six chairs for the Prouds.? Between 1792 and
1828, Joseph Rawson and Son ordered $86.63 worth of bed
posts, several thousand pins for attaching rope mattress
supports on beds and miscellaneous turnings, such as
clothes pounders, drawer puils, urn finials, rolling pins
and stand piliars.l0 In addition to the purchase of
turnings, the Rawsons bought rush for chair seats and sent
chairs to the Prouds to be repaired. The chairmaker
Obadiah Smith purchased molasses and varnish from the
Prouds between 1802 and 180%. He paid his bill of $5.00
by supplying them with a dozen chairs of an unspecified
type for resale.ll Stephen Wardwell, the one-time
partner and shop tenant of Daniel Proud, had chairs bot-
tomed by the Prouds and rented their chaise for various

trips to surrounding areas until 1809.12

Both Job Danforth and the Prouds list eight of
the same Providence furniture craftsmen in their account
books. Between 1795 and 1810, James Aborn, a cabinet-
maker and lumber merchant, bought from Danforth's shop
two stand tops, three desks, an arm chair and nine cherry

tables.l3 TFrom the Prouds he purchased eighteen chairs,
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six stand pillars and a dozen bed posts in the years
between 1797 and 1806.14 The cabinetmakers.John Carlisle
and his son, Thomas, bought thirteen turned stand tops
from Danforth in a period of seven years from 1793 to
1800.15 Over a longer period of time, between 1781 and
1811, the Carlisles purchased nearly £65.0.0 worth of
turnings, chairs and chair bottoms from the Prouds. A
particularly interesting entry of 1800 reads "To 4 Chairs
and ornamenting - $lO.OO."16 The Prouds rarely used the
term "ornamenting' in their book. Occasionally the terms
"eullerd" and "painted" are used,; in additicn teo the
designation of green chairs. Possibly many of the Prouds'
chairs were sold unfinished fof the purchaser to decorate

himself or send to a chair painting specialist.

The cabinetmaker Jonathan Woodbury Coy probably
was either a brother-in-law or nephew of Job Danforth,
for in 1769, Danforth had married Sarah Coy of Bristol,
Rhode Island. During the years from 1789 to 1802, Coy
bought mahogany, chestnut, cypress, pine and maple boards
from Danforth. A personal touch is an entry in the book
for 1803, when Danforth recorded under Coy's account
"To Making a Cheritry Coffin for your wife - £3.0.0."

On the right hand side of the ledger on the same date,
July 22, appears a credit to Coy's account "By 28 feet
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of Cheritry Boards - L0.14.0." Danforth made Mrs. Coy's
coffin with wood supplied by Coy.l7 A customer's provid-
ing raw materials for work to be done was not an uncommon
occurrence. On the other hand, Coy's purchases from

the Prouds were almost entirely limited to turnings.
Between 1780 and 1803, he bought approximately %68.0.0
worth of stand pillars, bed posts, clock and clock case

components, urn finials and lemon squeezers.lS

While Job Danforth made a few tables of minor
value and mended some furniture for the partners Peter
Grinnell and William Taylor,l? the Prouds supplied this
firm of looking-glass makers and ship chandlers with resin,
varnish and turpentine in the years from 1795 to 1806.20
Another coffin for the wife of a cabinetmaker was supplied
by Danforth to Joseph Martin, this time the form was of
mahogany construction. Martin's other purchases in the
period from 1788 to 1794 included thirty-six feet of
cypress board and a castor hat.21 Earlier, between 1774
and 1785, the Prouds had supplied Martin with numerous
sets of legs, chair bottoms, bed posts and sundry sup-
plies.22 Another cabinetmaker, Philip Peckham, Jr.,
ordered three turned stand tops and a turned server from
Danforth in 1795 and 1796.23 Over a six-year period in

this decade he bought from the Prouds fifteen chair
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bottoms, eleven stand pillars, three sets of bed posts and

miscellaneous turnings, amounting to nearly 5’7.0.0.2)+

One interesting aspect of the Proud and Daricrth
accounts is the business which they gave each other.
From 1784 to 1803, Danforth ordered fifty-six chairs for
delivery to various customers. Other purchases included
chair bottoms, turned pins, clothes pounders, balls,
hinges and screws, sets of table legs and a stand pillar.
In return the Prouds ordered two desks, two tables and a
trundle bed, which were to te delivered to some of their
customers. Evidently ordered for their own use was a
bedstead, tea table, mahogany candlestand and coffin.
Each account totaled about $31.0.0 and thus cancelled out
one another. The balancing of the accounts indicates
that no cash changed hands and that purchases were made

for mutual convenience.25
Craftsmen of Different Trzdes

In addition to furniture makers, other craftsmen
in Providence made use of Danforth's and the Prouds’
skills. ' Probably for handles to clock keys, the clock-
maker Caleb Wheaton bought forty "pieces of cherry for
handles" and a frame for a "holing" press from Danforth
in the two years 1798 and 1799.26 Between 1792 and 1826,

Wheaton purchased unidentified sundries, chairs and shop
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seats, tables, wood parts for pendulums, clock boards
and clock-work patterns from the Prouds. He also had
them bottom numerous chairs and mend shop seats, which,
evidently, broke down continually. Im all, Wheaton gave

the Prouds ®42.0.0 worth of orders .27

The chaise, or carriage, and wagon makers Daniel,
James and Lemuel Pitcher transacted a considerable amount
of business with the Prouds. Their purchases included
many turned wagon components, such as axletrees, whiffle-
trees and shocks, in addition to supplies of wood and
turpentine, furniture and miscellaneous items. Between
1792 and 1809, the Pitchers made purchases worth approxi-
mately £98.0.0, consisting primarily of turned wagon

components.28

Another source of steady business for Danforth
and the Prouds may be found in entries for the pewterers
William Billings, Job Danforth, Jr., Samuel Hamlin and
Gershom Jones. Samuel Hamlin's varied purchases between
1773 and 1775 include provisions and an assortment of
items to help carry on his trade - tool handles, warming
pan handles, button and bullet molds, lignum vitae
mallets, patterns and molds. The Prouds alsoc bottomed
chairs, colored gunstocks and altered molds for Hamlin.

In 1775, Gershom Jones' name first entered the accounts
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along with Hamlin's. At this time, Hamlin and Jones as
partners began renting saddle bags from the Prouds for
trips of up to 100 miles. Evidently, they were itinerant
pewter sellers. From 1773 to 1777, the pewterers bought
nearly 521.0.0 of goods and services and paid for them in
full in an unspecified manner recorded only as 'by
sundrys on account."®? After 1777, Hamlin's name no
longer appears in either account book. Jones reappears
in the Proud book in 1783, and his accounts are entered
through 1806. During these twenty-three years Jones
purchased L50.0.0 worth of molds, tool handles, chairs,

30

mallets, chair bottoms and resin.

In Danforth's account book, listings for Jones
occur from before 1789 to 1809. Those items that
Danforth supplied were molds, patterns, tea pot handles
and casting boxes; he repaired flasks, furniture, tools
and wheelbarrows. The latter broke down continually,
possibly under the weight of too much casting sand or
pewter. The final entries for Jones in Danforth's book
dated May 4, 1809, refers to Jones' death and read "to a
cheretree coffin for him [Jones] $12." and beneath it

?

"to one days work a [t] seling goods at vendue."

As early as 1788, Danforth had apprenticed his

son Job, Jr., to Jones for seven and one half years to
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learn the pewtering trade. Jones was to pay him %0/0 a
year during this time. Apparently he did not abide by
his agreement because the senior Danforth charged Jones'
account with £15.0.0 for this back pay at the completion
of the apprenticeship.31 Now out in the working world,
Job, Jr., formed a partnership with William Billings.
Together they made numerous purchases from Danforth -
patterns, flasks, molds,"wood board"and even a "laythe
to turn coars & clamps" - in the years between 1798 and
1801. In the latter year Job, Jr., died. On his own
account, however, William Billings bought planks, furni-
ture, patterns and flasks from Danforth between 1791 and
1805.32 During part of this period, the Prouds supplied
Billings with mallets, blocks and handles.33

Retail Trade

Lacking a better term, the word "retail" here
serves to identify the remaining 502 customers whose
names appear in the combined Proud and Danforth account
books. Most of these remaining customers were probably
also craftsmen pursuing one trade or another, and a few
were professional men and merchants. These individuals,
however, did not buy quantities of items related to
their respective trades over a long period of time as

did most of the thirty-one craftsmea just discussed.
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Many individuals in this larger retail group bought
cabinetwork and chairs from Danforth and the Prouds and
hired their services for repairs to a multitude of
different things. A random sampling of these accounts

will illustrate the highlights of both account books.

Stephen Abbott, a successful tanner, bought
forty-nine pieces of furniture from Danforth over a
sixteen year period from 1791 to 1806, including four
coffins for members of his family. This furniture along
with a variety of sundries and services and a balance of
£18.17.9 brought over from an earlier Danforth account
book amounted to £182.16.10. Of passing interest among
Abbott's purchases are a mahogany clockcase, a cherry fly
table (with swinging legs to support leaves), a bookcase
and a desk.3¥ Between 1819 and 1822, the blacksmith Avery
Briggs had the Prouds repair and bottom eight chairs.
During this period he also bought a rocking chair and
several "rounds" or stretchers for a total of $4.32.35
Phillip Crapo, an attorney, ordered a sign and a "fraim
to a Righting Dask," presumably for his office, in addi-
tion to having Danforth make boot jacks and repair several
pieces of furniture. In the years from 1796 to 1817,
Crapo paid Danforth approximately £3.10.0 for his work.36

The Prouds sold the grocer and stone cutter Joseph Fenner
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eleven chairs and some plums. They also repaired and
bottomed chairs for him over the fourteen-year period
from 1815 to 1829.37 For his part, Job Danforth sold
Fenner a "cheretre canepe top Bed Stead," an armchair, a
coffin and a work bench, in addition to making household
repairs.38 The years from 1796 to 1798 saw the tailor
and boot merchant Grindall Reynolds make purchases from
the Prouds that included nine "york" chairs, a single
"1ittle" chair with rockers, axe handleé, whorls for
spinning wheels and a dipper handle.39 In addition to
making the uswal furniture repairs, Job Danforth supplied
the soap and candle manufacturer Rufus Waterman with such
important pieces of furniture as two sofas, a sideboard,
a bookcase, a bedstead with fluted posts and other less

~ important household items. He also purchased numerous
quantities of ashes and soap grease between 1791 and

1806. 40

Both the Prouds and Danforth had customers whose
station in life ranged from Governor (Arthur Fenner) to
laborer. Whether their customers were fellow craftsmen,
attorneys, physicians, bricklayers or unskilled workers,
the furniture-making, turning and repairing skills of
these craftsmen were a necessary part of eighteenth and
early nineteenth-century Providence. Versatility was

the key to their livelihood, and as their accounts
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demonstrate, both shops produced a remarkable range of

goods and services for their customers.
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CHAPTER SIX

THE FURNITURE MAKER IN THE COMMUNITY:
HIS ACTIVITIES AND POSITION

Community Activity

In 1795, Job Danforth, a pewholder of the
Benevolent Congregational Society, made three boxes and a
communion table for the church for which he received a
£1.9.0 credit towards the annual rental of his meeting
house pew. This pew was described in an inventory taken in
1839 after Danforth's death as "Pew No. 14 in Benevolent
Congregational Church, with cushion and carpet." The ap-
praisers valued it then at $75.00.1 Danforth's 1795 trans-
action and two others with the church in 1798 and 1799,
which involved "puting up fence at the burial ground," were
placed on the account of Samuel Nightingale.2 A meeting
house deacon, Nightingale owned and operated in partner-
ship with John I. Clark two of the seven "distill houses"
in Providence.3 One of Rhode Island's most flourishing
businesses, the rum industry, at that time was considered

as a perfectly acceptable business pursuit. The
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Benevolent Congregational Society (now a Unitarian Church),
located on the corner of Benevolent and Benefit Streets,
was near the homes and property of the Brown family and

other prominent citizens.

In further work for the church between 1802 and
1810,.Danforth mended the burial ground fehces on seven
different occasions and on the latter date spent "cne 2and
a half Days work at the meteing house a hanging windows."
For all his labors, the Benevolent Society ﬁaid Danforth
£5.1.6 in cash.* One of Job Danforth's sons, Walter
Raleigh Danforth, is listed with his father as a holder of
pew number fourteen in the First Congregational Society,
the official name of the Benevolent Society. The new
building of the Society was designed and built by John
Holden Greene and dedicated on October 29, 1816. Among
prominent members of this congregation were Sullivan
Dorr, Samuel W. Bridgham, Edward Carrington, Samuel

Arnold, James Burrill and Thomas Howard, Jr.>

As members of the Beneficent Soclety, which was
more widely known as "Wilson's New Light" Church, Samuel
and Daniel Proud contributed their labors to mending the
"fence at Buring Ground." Between 1806 and 1807, the
Prouds'! contribution amounted to $10.65, including "drink"

during the fence mending.6 No record exists in their
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account book that the Beneficent Society paid for these
services. Conveniently, "Wilson's Meeting House™" was
located on Broad Street across the Abbott Parade from

the Proud shop.7 Daniel Proud's 1833 estate inventory
records his assets as including "1 Pew in Beneficent
Cong'l. Meeting House - $175." and "1 Pew in Methodist
Meeting House - $30." Possibly he either had inherited
the Methodist pew or had joined this church later in
life. Evidently the Beneficent Society wacs more
rrestigious than the Methodist Church. Samuel Proud, too,
owned "1 Pew, No. 23 in Rev. Mr. Wilson's Meeting House,"
which the estate appraisers valued at $100.00 in 1835.8
The Prouds' pews undoubtedly had been purchased at the
end of the eighteenth century and had appreciated consid-

erably in value as the town grew.

Unlike the Prouds, Job Danforth occasionally did
work for the Town of Providence. Between 1796 and 1803,
he repaired highways, street drains, and the bridge and
made a coffin for an indigent member of the community.
He received town notes for this work, which totaled
£5.7.0. Apparently skilled townsfolk were expected to
make repairs on public property in the vicinity of their
businesses, one assumes with proper authorization. 1In

1801, Danforth charged the town 13/6 "To paying Mr.
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Eavory for 1 days work for repairing a drain across the
street" and "To myself for helping & half a bushel of

morter."9
Social Position

During the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries in Providence property ownership determined the
status of a "freeman" and was a prerequisate for voting
privileges in the town. Job Danforth and Samuel and
Daniel Proud all owned at least two houses each and the
land on which they stood, according to Henry Chace's study
of owners and occupants of Providence real estate in 1798.
Danforth's two houses with their barns stood on adjoining
lots located on Westminster Street and backing on the
Great Salt Cove. The bridge across the Providence River
to the Market House at the foot of College Hill was just
two blocks away. Neighboring lot owners included Nathan
Waterman, Archibald Stewart, Samuel Butler and Amos Throop,
all of whom were Danforth customers. Across Westminster
Street, other buildings and lots were owned by Samuel
Wheaton, Peter Grinnell, William Taylor and Timothy
Gladding. They, too, bought various items from the
Danforth shop. On Danforth's side of Westminster Street,
the buildings and lots were less crowded than those

across the street, possibly because these Cove side lots
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were marshy. The Danforth family apparently lived there

with no discomfors.lO

Daniel and Samuel Proud jointly owned a house

and barn, possibly a rental property for income, on Ship
Street between Broad and Snow Streets. In addition to
this property they owned a shop and house, which was
located in the most densely populated section of

| Providence on Broad Street adjacent to the Abbott Parade.
In 1798, the Broad Street house is listed in Chace only as
a structural frame, indicating that it was then under
construction. Aside from this real estate, Daniel Proud
owned a lot on the corner of Richmond and Prospect Streets.
His wife Abigail owned nine acres of land off the
Pawtuxet Road, which had been willed to her by her father,
Deacon John Field, along with land on the Cranston Road.
Samuel Proud, for his part, owned the land on which James
Kennedﬁ built a shop on High Street near Broad Street.
Thus, the Préud brothers owned individually or had an
interest in two houses, a shop, a barn and approximately
twenty acres of land, while Job Danforth owned two
houses and barns adjolning each other. Clearly, from the
extent of their real estate holdings, these craftsmen |
were substantial middle class citizens who were qualified,
along with their eldest sons, to vote in Providence.

Suffrage rights from 1798 included all male citizens and

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



93

their eldest sons owning real estate valued 2t #134.00 or

real estate which produced an annual income of seven

dollars.

The personal estates of the Prouds in the 1830's
amounted to a comfortable, middle class figure by stand-
ards of the times. When he died in 1833, Daniel left
household furnishings valued at $108.50, a rental
investment in two church pews worth $205.00, and $5,H73.CO
in stock, notes and cash. In 1835, Samuel's estate
contained household goods valued at $143.92, $19.17 worth
of tools, materials and unsold chairs from the workshop,

a church pew rented for $100.00, $2,232.87 in notes,
stock, cash and a one-eighth share in his brother Daniel's
estate. Both men shared a house at 23 Chestnut Street

in their later years, which indicates that the total value
of its furnishings amounted to sum of the two individual
estates, or $252.42. The furnishings included normal
household items as well as more sophisticated possessions,
such as two dozen silver spoons, a clock, a mahogany

desk and tables, carpets, a mahogany sideboard and

looking glasses.

New England laws required trade masters to edu-
cate their apprentices to read and write the English

language as well as to cipher so that shop accounts
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could be kept. The Prouds must have learned turning and
chairmaking from their father, William, who as their
master would have been responsible for their grammar
schooling. Danforth's training, although too obscure toc
hazard any speculations, may have included more ciphering,
which would explain the comparative neatness of his_
account book. The Proud accounts are disorganized and
do not follow consistently the practice of writing
customer debits on the left-hand side of the ledger and
credits on the right as do those of Danforth. Higher
educaticn was an exception at the turn of the nineteenth
century, and, not surprisingly, no member of the Proud
family appears to have attended Brown University, which
served as a stepping stone for younger men eager to get

ahead.

In 1792.and 1797 the Danforth account book men-
tions a credit for schooling in the accounts of Daniel
Box and John Lawton, respectively. Box, a snuff
manufacturer and tobacco seller, also kept a private
school where Danforth ma& have sent his apprentice
George Armington or his younger sons, William and

Horatio. The six principal school teachers of Providence,

Box included, placed an advertisement in the Providence

Gazette of February 28, 1789, notifying the public that
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they had formed an association for their "mutual improve-
ment and the better to secure the compensation due to
faithful instruction." A later preceptor's "faithful
instruction" may have contributed to the worldly success
of Job's youngest son Walter Raleigh Danforth. Walter,
born in 1787, was graduated from Brown University in

1805, and read law in the office of James Burrill, one

of his father's customers. In 1807, young Danforth became
clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court. In 1811 he was named
Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas, and from 1818 to 1828
he served as a member of the Town Council. As associate

editor of the Providence Gazette Ttetween 1820 and 1825,

he founded the weekly Microcosm in the latter year.
Switching sides from the c¢ld Federal party to the
Jacksonian Democrat party, he supported Andrew Jackson's
candidacy for president and became collector for the
port of Providence from 1829 to 1841 in return for his
support. The next year found Danforth editor of the
Exﬁress, the organ of the Suffrage party which instigat-
ed Dorr's Rebellion. Danforth's house on Federal Hill,
fortified to repel attack, was the headquarters of the
party during this abortive attempt to reform Rhode Island
suffrage laws. Between 1853 and 1855, Danforth became
the third mayor of Providence, after which he was chosen

as representative to the General Assembly.
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The Danforth family origins are very respectable.
Descended from Nicholas Danforth, a Cambridge divine and
one of Harvard's founders, Job was of the fifth genera-
tion of this prolific family and a member of the Taunton,
Massachusetts, branch. On November 5, 1769, Job married
Sarah, the daughter of Peter and Sarah Coy of Bristol,
Rhode Island, who may have been the sister or aunt of
Jonathan W. Coy. Coy was a Providence cabinetmaker who

worked for the Prouds and did business with Danforth.12

Job Danforth's personal property inventory of
1839 is not as large as those of the Prouds, either in
quantity or value. The total, including the rental of a
church pew and one right in the Rawson Fountain Society,
is only $195.70. Specifically mentioned in his will is
"my eight day clock and case" which Danforth left to his
youngest son Walter. It is described as "1 clock &
mahogany case" in the inventory. A dozen silver spoons,
a pair of looking glasses and two beds are the other
major items of value. At the end of the list of house-
hold furnishings a group of trade items, including "1
case old joiner's tool, old work-bench, & crow-bar,"
testify to Job's former occupation. By this date they
must have been considered outmoded relies, as their

total value is only one dollar. One source of income for
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Job Danforth between 1833 and his death was a Revolution-
ary Pension granted under an Act of Congress in 1832,

but the amount of the pension is not recorded.l3 Like
the Prouds, Danforth may have derived additional income
from the rental of property. Possibly his sons Ozias,

a grocer, and Walter helped support him. The probate
inventory does not itemize real estate holdings, which

possibly were the same, or even greater, at the time of

Danforth's death as compared to the 1798 survey.

Other cabinetmakers' inventories of the period
indicate that this craft, when organized as a large scale
business, provided a point of departure for a profitable
enterprise, as in the case of Thomas Howard, Jr. Howard,
who died in 1833, left personal prcperty worth $90,363.81
that he had acquired through monies gained in his skillful
real estate, furniture and trading dealings.l1+ In
addition to the above-mentioned personal prbperty, Howard's
real estate holdings weré;substantial, making him a very
wealthy man, indeed, in that period. The personal
rroperty inventory of John Carlisle taken in 1832 and
1840 totaled $2,308.98. Included in the household
furnishings were tuwo silver teapots, numerous silver
spoons from salt to dessert size, a silver-plated coffee

urn and three decanter stands. Sofas, secretaries,
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bureaux, a clothes press, several beds, washstands and
looking glasses all appear in this inventory of a

prosperous furniture maker and merchant.15

Philip Peckham, a cabinetmaker whose name
appears in both the Proud and Danforth accounts, died
in 1801. His inventory was appraised by Job Danforth
and Peter Grinneil, the looking glass maker. Jonathan
W. Coy was one of the administrators of Peckham's
comparatively small estate which amounted to $613.9%.
The involvement of Danforth, Coy and Grinnell in Peckham's
estate illustrates the soclal and business relationships

between furniture craftsmen.

Business interests, blood relationships and
friendship bound the Prouds and Danforth to many of the
Providence craftsmen whose names appear in their account
books. Both Samuel Proud and Job Danforth were members
of the Providence Association of Mechanics and Manufact-
urers, as were many of their customers, including John
Carlisle, Joseph Rawson, Gershom Jones, Stephen Abbott
and Peter Grinnell.l7 This society was founded in 1789
and functioned as an active chamber of commerce for

craftsmen and manufacturers.

Both the Prouds and Job Danforth lived during a

period when the old craft traditions were yielding to
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the economic necessities of manufacturing on a large
scale. Factory-type enterprises began to supercede
small craft shops by the beginning of the second quarter
of the nineteenth century. The account books of Job
Danforth and Samuel and Daniel Proud, although possibly
incomplete, have given us a little betfer view into the
workings of two furniture making shops of New England -
describing their products and the society and economy
in which they functioned and revealing something of the

nature and lives of their masters.
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1see Appendix C.

2Job Danforth, Hs. Account Book (1788-1818),
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7Chace, p. 9.
8See Appendix C.
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llSee Appendix C.
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12Speculation based only on name Coy and the
apparent friendship of Danforth and Coy which appears
to exist if one "reads between the lines" of the
entries under Coy's account in Danforth's book.
Coy's business dealing with both Danforth and the
Prouds are discussed in Chapters Four and Five.

135ee Appendix C.

1%P
pp. 453-56.

rovidence, Probate Court, Inventory Book 3,

15?rovidence, Probate Court, Inventory Book 5,
pp. 37%+-82.

16g5ze Appendix C.

17Eqwin M. Stone, Mechanics Festival (Providence:
Knowles, Anthony & Co., 1860), pp. 40-63.
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Date

1788
1789
1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1798

*Majority of entries given in pounds

Furniture

L 24.13.6
61.19.0
56.10.6
79. 7.9
.66. 2.0
61. 6.0
46.14.6
128. 2.2
85.19.8
112.16.9

152. 8.4

Income Sources From the Danforth Account Book

Repairs

10/4
4.16.6
2.19.9
2.18.2
4.17.9
1. 6.4
1 1}
3
6
2
1.

-+

N Foo vl O
n B Oy @

12.

N

APPENDIX A - TABLE I

Labor
Charges/Day

2.19.0
1.19.3
3. 3.8
2. 5.6
4/8
5/0

2, 5.0
16/0
1. 0.6

2. 0.9
12/~

Wood
Sales
1/0
16/9
1.12.6
4/3
7/%
10/6
1.15.9
1/0
1. 5.11
1.1%.2
2/8

sterling until 1806.

Misc.

13.
29.
2.
L8,
32.
36.
26.
51.

.12.
ll_|-l

10.

15.
14,
14,
.18.

w

11

3%. 0.5

Total

30.16.8%
83. 6.1
93. 8.3
109. 6.7
119.16.8
95.13.4
86.15.7
158.19.1
146, 4.7
167.12.8
188.15.7

tol
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Date Furniture

1799 L 72.18.6

1800 53
1801 119.
1802 69
1803 79.
1804 49,
1805 32.
1806 $ 99.
1807 | 23.
1808 48.
1809 49,
1810 48.
1811 32.

.17.10

0.5

. 5.3
9.10
18.2
15.0

b7

75
Okt

03

00

o1

Repairs

2.
3.
3.
5.
.14.0

1.

14,2
3.4
0.6

19.11

.13.2
. 9.2
51
.29
.65
.06

0
56

%ﬁggzes/Day
3. 0.3
0
1.16.0
0
1. 4.8

3/8

2. 8.6
%.38
0
0
L2
2.25
1.75

Wood

Sales

18/6
3/M
14/11
1.19.5
1.11.3
1.18.1

©c O O O O

**Majority of entries from 1806 to 1818 given in dollars.

dollar. One Pound equals $3.34.

16.7 cents.

One pence equals 1.4

Misec.

35. 1.
14,17,
54.19,
12. 0.
13.10.

9. 9.

5. 1.
57.50
21.85
3.24
2,46
52,54
55.45

F a8 D g9 oo

Total

114.13.0
72, 2.2
179.11.5
89. 4.9
102.10.4
61. 3.0
49.13.1
166.86*x*
51.89
51.93
92.97
102.79
90.77

+HO1

Six shillings equal one
cents.

One shilling equals



105

68 " Hth
46°C
84
41" 8
TO
6485
64°8H

Te30%

HL* G
bLl2e
oH*

T6°

6¢°¢
64°¢
TS

‘OSTI

goTey
poop

0 05°¢
0 oc’
0 ge "
0 0
4°h 06°
0 9T
ch'T 99°
Leq/sedaeyp satedey
I0qeT

62 9¢

00°'9

0
0024
00°'TH ¢

oJamq TUIN g

818T
418T
918T
S18T
HIQT
€I8T
AR

oqeQq

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



‘uoissiwgad 1noypum pauqiyosd uononpolidas Jayung -Jaumo 1ybuAdoo ayi Jo uoissiwiad yum pasonpoldey

Date

1772
1773
1774
1775
1776
1777
1778
1779
1780
1781

*Majority of entries given in pounds sterling until 1802.

Furniture

L 0.10.0

.10

[\ T \V]
O O W Vv O O

1.10.0
2. 3.6
8., 4.6

" APPENDIX A - TABLE II

Repairs &
Bottoming
0
0
10/11
15/2
2. 6.11
1. 0.3
1.13.10
17/2
5/2
2. 4.8

Turning

0
9/11
3.11.1
6. 2.6
3.15.10
2, 1.0
12/0
7/0
3. 2.8
4,14, 2

Misc.

Wood

Products
0
0
3/0
2/8
1/0
1/3
h/2
6/3
0
6/0

Income Sources From the Proud Account Book

Misc.
Hea-Wood
rroducts
2.15.0
7. 9.11
23.1%.3
20. 0.0
18. 0.5
21.16.5
13. 3.4
18.18.0
12. 5.3
111. 8.11

Total

3. 5.0%
7.19.10
31. 0.1
29. 9.8
26. 7.8
24.18.11
15.13.%
21.18.5
17.16.7
126.18.3

901



‘uolssiwiad noyum paugiyosd uononpoidal Jayun 1aumo 1ybuAdoo ayj Jo uoissiwiad yum paonpolday

Date

1782
1783
1784
1785
1786
1787
1788
1789
1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796

Furniture

L 19.
15.
16.
L46.
.
35.

.15,

33

20.
1.
22.
18.
19.
23.

38

15.

9.0
7.8
4.9
2.8
11.6
13.6
6
6.0
19.0
1.6
0.6
12.8
7.10

. 4.0
1.6

gg%%%ﬁinﬁ Turning
4. 5.11 10.11.7
3. 9.11 h.11.§
5. 4.2 6.18.4
8. 7.9 10.15.0
9.14.8 5. 0.5
6. 5.9 1.1%.9
10.11.5 3.15.6
7. 3.7 2.14%.9
8.11 3.17.11
6. 0.8 3.16.11
13. 0.8 10.11.6
16.16.7 10. 0.0
20.16.0 19. 2.3
9. 0.5 14.15.7
8. 2.0 15.10.7

Misc.
Wood
Products
k/2
2/10
1.10.7
2.15.7
14/7
1. 7.1
777
2.18.8
5. 5.8
9. 3.8
4.17.0
13.17.0
5. 4.1
19/%
2/0

Misc.
Non-~Wood
Products

113

.16.9
62.
56.
2k,
.10.0
1%.9
. 5.10

10.10
11.11
17.10

. 8.6
.13.0
.17.9
. 5.2
. 3.9
k.6
17.5
. 8.4

Total

148.
86.
86.

92
101
50
67
b1

37.
55.

61
75

81.

103

50.

7.5
2.5
9.9
.18.10
11.2
.15.10
.15.10
.11.6
4.6
0.6
.14, 10
.10.0
4.8
.16.9
4.5

0L
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Misc. Misc.
Repairs & Wood Non-Wood
Date Furni ture Bottoming Turning Products Products Total

1811 $ 93.48 31.88 14,17 1.88 88.08 229.49
1812 55.11 28.69 38.65 1.51 15.79 139.75
1813 49. 6k 42,21 16.06 4.91 6.43 119.25
1814 60.76 26.78 17.75 2.4k 3.46 111.19
1815 28.00 31.13 21.12 1.58 9.55 91.38
1816 26.25 50.16 5.49 1.11 8.97 91.98
1817 38.00 10.71 3.31 3.92 6.33 62.27
1818 36.9% 11.60 1%.59 1.31 3.90 68.34
1819 29.25 23.10 6.32 21. 54 4L, 26 Lol 47
1820 63. 54 32.40 3.90 R 24 4o 124,71
1821 31.36 12.55 4.53 .50 32.46 81.40
1822 110.62 7.33 1.85 .66 6.l 29.90
1823 1.00 31.00 3.57 .50 2.02 38.09
1824 14,67 22.94 2.41 .31 " 3.70 44,03
1825 7.25 16.53 1.63 1.51 23.58 50.50

601
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Date

1826
1827
1828
1829
1830
1831
1832
1833
1834

Furniture

$ 6.13
7,28
2,00

0
.75
0
.84
4,50
0

Repailrs &
Bottoming

8,47
11.53
1%.79

2.62

8.92

%.79

1.73
2.87

1.93

One Pence equals 1.4 cents.

One Shilling equals 16.7 cents.
Six Shillings equal one dollar.

One Pound equals $3.3k4.

Turning

7.70
1.20
.50
2.22
2.47
0
37
.17
.12

Miéc.
Wood
Products

0
2.80

1.53
1.00

1.49

Misc.
Non-Wood
Products
25.30
1.86
3.12
10.26
18.13
9.97
65.56
.13
3.05

Total

47.60
21.87
23.21
15.10
31.80
15.76

68.50 -

9.16
5.10

oLl
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APPENDIX B
Teble I

Furniture Forms and Quantity Produced
By Job Danforth, 1788-1818

Bedsteads - 93 Three Back
Camp 18 Unspecified
High Post 22
Low Post 1
Trundle 6 Chests - 39
Turn-up 2 House
Unspecified Ll Meal

Sea

Unspecified
Bookcases - 5

Clockcases - 10
Bureaux ~ 5

Clothes Horses - 11
Cases or Chests of Drawers - 38

Case
Chest
Chest upon Chest
High Case
High-Low Case
Low Case
Nest

Coffins - 90
Children's
Adults!?

N

ST W

Cradles - 8

Chairs - 119 Cribs - 2
Arm 1
Banister Back
Child's ‘
Close-stools
Joiner's
Lolling

Cupboards - 2

HoOMDRH OV
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Desks - 76
"Dobal Headed™
With Bookcases
Writing
Unspecified 6

OV H O

Screens - 1
Sideboards - 5
Sofas - 5

Tables - 215
33-foot
3-foot, 4-foot, Wy-foot
Candlestands
Card
Carving
Communion
Crossed Leg
Fly
Frame for Marble Slab
Half-Round Dining Ends
Kitchen
Light
Pembroke
Round
Stands
Tea
Tea Server
Toilet
Unspecified

= O

NN
NN OW H N DN LEWS

\%}

Trunks - 1
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APPENDIX B
Table II

Chair Forms and Quantity Produced By
William, Samuel and Daniel Proud, 1772-1833

Unspecified - 1,675 Frame Seat - 6
Unspecified Frames - 14 Great ("Grate") - 92
Armchairs - 6 Green - 52
Banister-Back - 86 High - 9
Carriage - 2 High Seat - 7
Childrens - L Little ~ 103
Closestool -~ 1 Low - 11
Common - 81 Low Great - L4
Crooked-Back -~ 12 Mahogany - 1
Dining - 118 Parlor - 77
Frame - 76 Rocking - 25

11k
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Shop Seat - 10
Square-Work - 6
Table - 28

Tea Table - 1
Three-Back - 235
Windsor - 18
York —.118

Wagon - 3
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APPENDIX B
Table TIII
Job Danforth's$s Furniture Production éhart
and
Table IV
The Proud Family's Chair Production Chart
are located in the pocket

on the back inside cover.
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APPENDIX C - PROBATE RECORDS

Probate Inventory of Job Danforth

Inveniory of the goods, chattels, rights and
credits, whereof Job Danforth late of the City of
Providence, died seized and possessed, as set forth by
Walter R. Danforth, Executor of the Last Will and Testament
of Said deceased, taken and appraised by the subscribers,

the twenty-second day of February, A.D. 1839: viz

2 beds $6 each | 12.~

2 éoverlets 50¢ each 1l.-
16 chairs 25¢ each L, -
L4 small stands 1.-

1 large do. | 1.~

1 bureau .-

2 pr. spectacles | 1.50
Sundry articles in drawer | -.12%
Lot, copper & iron ware, etc. 5.-

Lot, crockery, earthen, tin, wooden, & glass ware Lo
1 large wooden chest 1.--

1 high post bedstead -.50

117
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Warming pan, walking-stick, & picture 1.-
12 silver spoons 10.70
1 case.wooden drawers, & contentents -.50
Shovel & tongs 1.-
2 brass, & 2 plated candlesticks -.50
Lot, 0ld books & pamphlets -.50
Pipe box | -.124
1 pair looking glasses 6.~
1 easy chair -.50
1 clock, & mahogany case 20.-
1 dining table -.75
2 low-post bedsteads -.50
1 case drawers -.50
1 breakfast table -.50
3 0ld tables & 1 meal chest -.50
1 case old joiner's tools, old work-bench,
and crow-bar 1l.-
Pew No. 1L in Benevolent Congregational Church,
with cushion & carpet 75. -
155.70
1 Right in the Rawson Fountain Soc.¥ 40. -
$195.70

A.S. Gladding,
Alexander G. Folger, Appraisers
Thomas Peirce, Jr.

Taken from Inventory Book 5, pp. 163-65, of the
Probate Court of the City of Providence.
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Probate Notice Relating to Job Danforth's
Revolutionary War Pension

Job Danforth,
(deceased Revolutionary Pensioner)

Be it Remembered, that satisfactory testimony has
been this day adduced to this court, to prove, that Job
Danforth late of Providence deceased, was a2 pensioner of
the United States, in the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations, under the Act of the Congress of
the United States, of June 7th, A.D. 1832; that he was the
person named in the Certificate from the War Department,
here now produced in Court, bearing date January 31st,
A.D. 18335 that he died at said Providence, on the 234 of
November A.D. 1838; that he left no widow; that he left
two children only, to wit, Ozlas Danforth and Walter R.
Danforth, both of said Providence, who are both over
twenty-one years of age.

Taken from Probate Proceedings 8, p. 74, of the
Probate Court of the City of Providence.
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Probate Inventory of Samuel Proud

Inventory of the Personal Estate & Effects of
Samuel Proud, late of Proéfaence, deceased; taken by the
Subscribers, by Warrant from.*the HonPle Municipal Court

of the City of Providence, dated March 17%h 1835.

Kitchen: 6 flag bottomed Chairs at 33 1/3 cts 2.-
1 Rocking chair & Cover 1.-
1 Kitchen Table (oval) 1.-
1 Do. (square) 1l.-
1 Looking Glass -.25
1l Coffee Mill -.25
1 Pr. Andirons, & Shovel & tongs .-

do. Closet: Earthen Ware & sundry other articles
therein 3.-

Store Room: 1 old Bureau, 2 chests, & other

articles therein 2.-
West Room:  Bed-Stead, bed & bed clothes ~-.25
1 Cherry-tree Table 1.25
1 Mahogany Stand 2.-
2 Rocking chairs & coverings 1.~

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



121

yellow chairs
Stand

Tea Tray
Looking Glass
Carpet & 2 Mats
box-stove & pipe

pr. brass lamps, & 1 pr. brass
andlesticks

OH H H B P - o

4

East Room: Clock & case

1=
O

k
14 Mahogany Desk
Mahogany tables & coverings
Do. Stand
green Chairs
looking Glass
pr. brass andirons, & shovel & tongs

pr. bellows, & 1 hearth brush
Carpet & 2 Mats

N I = = e - I = M)

green Rocking chair

China & Glass-ware in Cupboard

Bed Room:  Bedstead, bed, & bedclothes
1 French Bedstead
1 Close stool chair

6 Silver Table spoons, 6 Silver Tea
spoons, & 1 pr plated sugar-tongs

1 Silver Watch
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Work Shop:
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1 Spy-Glass, & 1 Thermometer
6 pr. old Cotton Sheets

L pr. old do. pillow cases

L pr. old do. table cloths

Lathe & turning tools
Shop bench & planes

1
1
2 Bitt-stocks & Bitts
L4 o0ld saws

1

Shaving-knife & bench & 1 Splitting
Knife, & 1 axe

2 drawing knives & 1 Shaving bench
3 Augers, 1 Top-borer, & 1 pr. pincers
Lot of hammers, & 2 wood mallets

1 wood saw & horse

1 grind stone

1 Stove & pipe

18 papers lampblack

2 pr. Scales, Scale-beam & weights
1 pr. steel yards

1 box, containing brushes, etec.

1 nest store~drawers

1 writing-desk & 1 slate

1 Lot of old iron in cellar, & 1 old
wheel & lathe

3 doz. flag-bottomed Kitchen Chairs #4.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

R



123

3 do. Arm-Chairs 33 1/3 cts. 1.~
2 do. high chairs 33 1/3 cts. -.67
9 do. small chairs 33 1/3 cts. 3.-
1 lot Fiags 2.-
A Note of hand, signed by Walter Paine, dated
July 34, 183%, on Int. 674, -
A Note of hand, signed Jas. N. Arnold, dated
Jan'y 13th, 1834, for 100. -
Endured Nov. 29th, 183k 17.- 83.-
10 Shares stock, in Union Bank 500. -
5 Shares Do., in Exchange Bank 250. -
1 Share Do., in Mechanics Bank 50.-
Cash 31.75
1 Pew, No. 23 in Rev. Mr. Wilson's
Meeting House 100.00
One fourth part of one half the undivided
Personal Estate of the late Mr. Daniel
Proud, dec'd; in the hands of William
Rupell, Esqg., surviving Administrator;
for Inventory 6h4kt.12
2512.21

Jn? C. Jenckes,
John T. Jackson, Appraisers
James Martin.

Fees. Six Dollars. $6.

Taken from Inventory Book %, pp. 161-63, of the

Probate Court of the City of Providence.
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Probate Inventory of Daniel Proud

Inventory of the Personal Estate of the Late Mr.

Daniel Proud as taken by us this twenty-seventh day of

May, 1833.

North Parlour: 1 Gilt frame looking glass
2 Card Tables/Mahogény
1 Mahogany stand
12 Chairs
1 Wood settee

1 Fire sett, shovel, tongs &
andirons

L 2 Candle sticks
2 Glass Lamps, 2 Candle sticks &

snuffer tray

1 Carpet/woolen, & 1 Rug
1 pr. Crickets, 1 Tea Tray
6 large Silver spoons

1 Doz. smell do.

Sugar Tongs & cream spoon

2 Brittania Tea pots

South Parlour: 5 Chairs

1 Settee & cushion
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Mahogany Sideboard

Carpet

Stand 50/100, 1 Table %2.
Lot Glass ware

pr. Bowls & 1 pr. Pitchers
flower pots, 5 Cr=mw—m—-

O I I e R

pr. Andirons, Brush & Bellows

Front Entry: = 2 Chairs

Kitchen: 10 Chairs
1 Cooking stove

Bellows, shovel & tongs, Flats,
etc., etc.

Lot Books

North Bed Rcom: 1 Bedstead, Bed & Bedding
1 Cherry Desk -

Kitchen Closet: Crockery, Iron, Tin ware, Palls

Cingue Room Chamber:
1 Bed & Bedstead
Lt Chairs
Blankets, Comforters & Sheets
1 Doz. Knives & Forks
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Notes: 1 Note against James N. Arncld on Interest 255.

1 Note against James Snow do. 100.-~
25 Shares in the Exchange Bank 1350.-
67 Shares in the Union Bank 3618. -
Cash in hand 150.-
1 Pew in Methodist Meeting House 30.-

1 Pew in Beneficent Cong'!l. Meeting house 175.-
$578k%.50

Ja. N. Arnold
James Snow
Henry Mumford

fees 6 Dolls.

Taken from Inventory Book 3, pp. 474-75, of the
Probate Court of the City of Providence.
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Probate Inventory of Philip Peckham Junr.

An Inventory of the personal Estate of Philip

Peckham Junr. deceased as taken by the Subscribers

March 22, 1802 viz.

8 1/2 doz. delph ware plates @+/6 $ 6.37
7 plates, gueen ware 1.17
1 large ditto .50
6 1/2 Sett Cups & Saucers "3/9 k.06
8 ditto Coffee bowls & Saucers "4/6 6.

1 Lot Stone ware 3/ - 2 doz. bottles 6/- 1.50
60 1b. Tobacco & Segars 10.

1 1/4% Boxes Spanish Segars 9.
50 papers tobacco .75
19 1/2 1b. Snuff ' 3.

2 1/2 reams writing paper 7.50
16 Spelling Books A 1.33
5 pocket Books .75
9 Writing Books 9/ - 9 Smell ditto 4/6 2.25
1000 duteh guills 1.67
2/3 Ream wrapping paper 4/ - press board 1/6 .92
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Y4 doz. pipes .33
1 3/% 1b. twine - 73 cts. 1 Bag of Sand. 6/  1.73
2 Minute glasses ~ 8 chalk lines & 1 pr.

small shoes 1.

1/2 box scotch Herring 1.

1 lot Joiners tools, etc. 16.08
1 lot of old trumpery 2.17
1 Box containing nails .50
3 framed saws 12/ & 1 new door 7/6 3.25
1 Surveyors Rule .25
33 Mahogany chair posts @ 1/6 : 8.25
3/% Cwt. Chalk 3/ - 1 large hand saw 7/6 1.75
1 Iron trammel & fender & bench knife .75
1 hand saw 3/ - 3 cabin chairs 6/ 1.50
38 1b. bar Soap @ 104. 5.28
.Sundry pcs. mahogany and pine boards .75
2 o0ld Iron Stoves & pipe 7.00
1 Garden rake - 1 crab spear & garden hoe .75
1 Eel spear 3/ - 2 0ld axes & hatchet 6/ 1.50
29 1/% 1b. lead weights @ 64 2.Lk

Amount carried over. 116.55 1/2

Amount brought over : $ 116.55 1/2
1 3/% 1b. Iron weights @4 .15
1 tin scale & 1 scale beam 1.
1 tea canister 9/ - 1 lot tin ware 12/ 3.50
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1 pr. steel yards 2.00
1 peck & half peck measure RIS
1 Small Grindstone 4/6 - 1 Bushel Salt 4/6 1.50
12 sieve bottoms 9/ - s empty Hhd. 9/ 3.00
1 Meat tub & firkin .75
2 fire buckets 15/ - 1 iron holdsash 3/ 3.00
10 Quintal salt fish @ L4+ dols. 40.00
60 1b. Coffee @1/ 10.

9 ditto peper " 2/3 3.37 1/2
18 Gallons Currant wine " 4/6 13.50
17 ditto rum " 5/6 15.58
2 ditto Gin " 5/6 1.8%
30 Gallons brandy " 8/3 11.25
1 Crane 6/ 1 small writing Desk 3/ 1.50
1 0ld cup board 2.

2 camp bedsteads 3.50
3 broad cloth coasts 10.

1 fear nought great coat . ' L,

2 short thick jackets 3.50
2 shirts 6/ - 9 waistcoats 30/ - 2 Coatees 9/- 7.50
2 pr. breeches 18/- 3 pr. stockings 7/6 L. 25
5 pr. overalls 30/ 1 slate 94 5.12 1/2
1 Castor Hat 15/. 1 old felt ditto 3/ 3.
156 1b. Cheese @ 10 cts. 15.60
1 Chest ete .75
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1 pr. flat irons - 1 ditto fire tongs - 1

tin lamp 1.50
c14 Barrels 4/6 - 1 old Shovel & hoe L/6 1.50
2 Work benches 24/- 1 Iron Bason 1/6 L.25
1 old high Case draws 5.
8 barrels cyder @.8/ ok,
1 Maple Desk & book Case 10.
2 Mahogany tea tables 8.
6 Maple chairs 36/- 1 looking glass 12/ 8.
1 pr. Andirons brass tops 2.
1 Bible and some old Bocks 3.
1 dozen plates and other Crockery ware 2.
1 Suit checked curtains & bedspread 10.
1 trunk 6/- 1 old carpet 12/~ 3.
8 Sheets 5.
$ 405.37 1/2
Amount carried over
Amount brought forward 1405.37 1/2
16 pillow Cases 2.67
11 old coarse towells and 1 old table cloth 1.
1 lot Crockery and glass ware L. 32
1 ditto pewter 2.
1 ditto knives, forks and spoons .92
1 Skimmer ladle etc. 1.
1 pr. of Andirons, shovel & tongs 2.
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1 feather bed - under bed & bedstead | 1k,

6 old kitchen chairs .75

1 small chair .20

1 Case with bottles 1.75

1 pine table, candlestand, bellows & pipe box 1.12 1/2
2 0ld blankets & 2 old Coverlids 5.

1 old bedspread .50

1 warming pan - 1 house brush 1 lamp & 1

candlestick 2.00

1 old chest - 1 gallon measure etec. 1.50

1 lot ironware etc. L 4o

1 coffee mill, 1 mortar & pestle 1 pail &

2 stone pots 1.75

2 baskets. 1 half bushel etc. .75

1 feather bed, bolster & pillows 8.00

2 work benches 4.00

2 Notes on John R. Richmond for 21.%2

1 Order on Benj'n. Tallman Junr. accepted 2.12 1/2
1 Note on Ward Cowing with Int. 19.33

1 ditto on ditto with Int. 38.98

1 due bill on Benjamin Talman Junr. 3.06 1/2
balance of a Note on Benj'n. Talman 3rd. 5.60

1 due Bill on Wil'm. Burr .37 1/2
1 Note on Abel Allen 7.08

1 Order on Benj'n. Talman Junr. accepted 2.52

1 due bill on Benj'n. Talman 3rd. ) 2.62
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1 due bill on Lemuel Brown 2.93
1 due bill on Peter Ballou 17.
1 due bill on Zeph'h. Shore 6.
balance of a Note on Jno'n. Eddy .83
balance of a due bill on Dubosy 5.29
1 due bill on Joseph FPuller Jun'r. .81
1 Note on Luther Greene 12.
| $ 613.9% 1/2

Job Danforth
Rich'd. Anthony Fees for appraisal - $6.00

Peter Grinnell

£t a Court of probate holden in and for the Town

of Providence on the 30th. day of March A.D. 1802.

Personally appeared Jonathan W. Coy and Joseph
Tyler administrators on the Estate of Philip Peckham,
deceased, and made Oath that the above and foregoing
Inventory is a just and true Inventory of all the Estate
of said deceased that has come to their knowledge and
possession and that if any thing further comes to their
knowledge and possession, they will cause the same to be
added to said Inventory. Whereupon salid Inventory is
proved, approved, accepted and allowed.

Witness Nathan W. Jackson P. Clerk

Recorded, April 15th. 1802. -
per Nathan W. Jackson P. Clerk.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



133

Taken from Will Book 9, pp. 35-38, of the Probate
Court of the City of Providence.
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APPENDIX D

SAMPLE ACCOUNTS FROM THE
DANFORTH AND PROUD BOOKS

Page 67 of Job Danforth's Account Book Illustrating

a Typical Account of Gershom Jones, the Pewterer

1792
March 7
31
April 11
12
18
25
May 11
22
June 3
23
July 7
Octr. 2
Novr. 3
Decr. 7
13

16

Gershom Jones Dr

(To foot of accompt brot from
Page 8)

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
<o
to
to

hanging a Door

mending a Bread-~trough

two felt hats @6/.

one Do. Delivd. Howland Clark
mending a wheelbarrow
mending three flasks

a bedstead

mending a Cartc .

Fifty Feet half inch boards
Board for a Level

a Rocker to a Chair

puting Boards to a Cart
wheting a saw

mending a hog pen
repairing Bellows

whetting a saw

putting high posts to and

repaliring a bedstead

to

trimming two Desks and

repalring Drawers

to
to
to

a Kitchen table
putting up Clock and Glasses
mending a Chimney board and

Bellows

134
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1793
Jany. 12
Feby. 9
March 11
29
May 13
17
22
Juy 9
27
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to altering a Chimney board

to Repairing a Fire board

to Making a Large Chimney Board
to Frame for a Grindstone

to mending a Cradle & whetting
saw

to a b+ 1/2 feet Table

to making a Swift

to making a ladder

to Four Pieces of Mapel to set
up a worm

to Whetting a Saw

to a board for Casting house-
leads

Carried to Page 68
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Page 23
Book

1790

To

April 28 To
May 11 To
21 To

June L To
17 To

July 19 To
August 16 To

136

of Samuel and Daniel Prouds! Account
Illustrating a Typical Account of

Gershom Jones, the Pewterer

Gershom Jones

Accpt Brought page 17

3 Chairs Bottum

3 how handels

7 handels

turning a mold

a how handel

1 Chair Bottom 1 Round
a Sugar mallet

28 To 4 Spoaks for wheel
Sep 8 To 3 hammer handel
Nov 9 To 1b of Rosom
22 To 3 1/4 1b of Rosom
30 To a Corn Pounder
1791
Jany 1 To 32 Block Sawing and Mov
To 9 Mallets
11 To 3 hammer handels
Feb 8 To 7 1b Rosom To 2 handel

March 21 To
April 1 To
May 17 To
June 18 To

25 To
Sep 7 To
Oct 16 To
Decemb 14+ To

26 To

1792
Jany 28 To
Feb 18 To
March 18 To
To
May 2 To
14 To
June 23 To
July 2 To

27 To
August 6 To
17 To
Sep 13 To
26 To

over turning mould pease

2 handels

2 handels To how handel

4 1b of Rosom To mould pe.

3 Chairs Bottumd

3 handels To 6 1b of Rosom
1 handel To mending 2 Chairs
6 1b Rosom To mend Chair
mending and Bottd Chair

turning a mould pease

a Large mould pease
mending Chair To bottmd
turning a mould pease

2 1b of Rosom To 1 handel
2 handel To spirits

2 hammer handels

5 1/2 1b of Rosom

2 handels

turning a mould pease

1 Chair Bottumd To how handel

1 handel To 6 dozen and 3 pins

& hammer handel

i3
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Oct 13 To 6 file ditto To 3 mallets
26 To 2 Chair mend To 1 bottum
Nov 10 To 11 3/4% 1b of Rosom
To 1 handel To 1 Chair Bottd
Dec 18 To 6 Chairs a 8 To 8 ditto a 12

~NOOOO
—F’I.\)[\Jl\)l'ﬂ

1793
Jany 16 To 1 Chair Bottumd To 6 1b of
Rosom 0. 3. &
March 6 To turning 33 Banisters c. 8. 3
Apr 22 To 3 3/% 1b of Rosom To 1
handel 0. 2.10 1/2
Carried Page 43 36. 6. 9 1/2
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APPENDIX E

FURNITURE CRAFTSMEN LISTED IN
THE DANFORTH AND PROUD ACCOUNT BOOKS

Aborn, James, Jr.

Armington, George

Bartling, Daniel

Brown, William

Burdon, Reuben

Carlisle, John
and Son, Thomas

Carpenter, Gershom
Carpenter, Joseph

Coy, Jonathon W.
Grinnell, Peter
Grinnell (Peter) and

Taylor (William)

Howard, Thomas

Cabinetmaker
and Lumber
Merchant
Cabinetmaker

Furniture
Varnisher =

Upholsterer
Cabinetmaker
and
Furniture
Warehouse

Cabinetmakers

Cabinetmaker
Cabinetmaker
Cabinetmaker
Looking Glass
Maker

Looking Glass
Makers

Cabinetmaker
and
Furniture
Warehouse

138

Danforth:

Proud:

Danforth:

Danforth:

Danforth:

Proud:

Danforth:

Proud:
Proud:

Proud:

Danforth:

Proud:

Danforth:

Proud:

Proud:

1795-1812
1797-1806
1798-1800
1794

180%
1823

1793-1800
1781-1811

1773-1792
1787-1797
1789-18C5
1780-1803
1803

1795-1806

179%-1799
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Kelly, Edward
Martin, Daniel

Martin, Joseph

Nestell, Christian

Peckham, Phillip, Jr.

Rawson, Joseph, and
Son

Smith, Obadiah

Taylor, William

Wardwell, Stephen

139

Chairmaker
Cabinetmaker
Cabinetmaker
Chairmaker
and Chair

Store

Cabinetmaker
Cabinetmaker

Chairmaker

Looking Glass
Maker

Chairmaker
and Merchant

Proud:

Proud:

Danforth:

Proud:

Proud:

Danforth:

Proud:

Proud:

Proud:

Danforth:

Proud:

1789-1796
177%-1775

1788-179%
1774-1785

1823-1831

1795-1796
1792-1798

1792-1828

1802-180k
1790-1809

1796-1809
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APPENDIX B - Table III

Job Danforth!s Furniture Production Chart

Forms and Dates
Price Ranges

1788
1789
1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1799
1800
1801
1802
1803
1804
4 QN

1798

Bedsteads

v
wail

13/2-16/6

High Post
1.%.0-3.0.0 15 1 2 2 2 L4 2 2

Low Post
1.4%.0 : 1

—
+
—
!
no
W
w

T 1

Trundle
1.0.0-1.10.0 1 1 1 1

Turn-up
1.9.0-1.13.0 1 1

Unspecified
1.0.0-4.7.0 121 2 2 2 6 3 5 6 1 7 1 1

"Bookcases

Unspecified

1.7.0-7.2.10 1 1 1 1
Bureaux

Unspecified
3.0.0-9.0.0 12 1 1.
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ure Production Chart
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1788
1789
1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1798
1799
1800
1801
1802
1803
1804

Cases or
, Chests of
] Drawers

Case
3.12.0-4.%.3 1 1 1

Chest
2.8.0 1

Chest-upon-
chest

%.16.0 1

High Case )

10.10.0 1

High-low -

Case

2.8.0-%.8.6 3 1 1 1T 4+ 2 2 3 2 14 1

Low Case
2.2.0-3.6.0 1 1 1 1

Nest
3.12.0 1
Chests

House
16/0-1.%.8

Meal
1.10.0 1

—
-—
-

-t

Sea
16/6-1.18.0 2 1 4 11

; , Unspecified
i 7/6-1.%.0 1 2 1 1 2 12 1 1 1 1 1
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Clockecases
6.0.0-12.0.0

1788
1789
1790
+ 1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1798
1799
1800
1801

-
-
(\V]
—
—

Clothes Horses
12/0-1.0.56 1 2

—
-t
-

Coffins

Children's
5/9-18/0 1 L 2 6 4 L 1 1 2

Adults!
15/0-5.5.0 2 32 23 3 7 6 4 3 1 3 2

Cradles
18/0-1.18.0 1 2 1 1

Cribs

8/0-1.18.0 1

Cupboards
2.2.0-2.8.0 1

Desks

Bookcase
6.12.0 1

"Dobal
Headed" .
3.0.0-3.12.6 1 1 1 2 1

Writing
12/0-2.8.0 6 4+ 5 5 3 2 8 2 L4 ¢ Lo
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1788
1789
1790
1791

1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1798

1799

Desks

Unspecified
2.8.0-7.%.0 6 L- 5

w
w
N
(69
n
+
o

Screens
1.0.10

Sideboards
12.0.0-15.4%.0 1 1

Sofas

3.76.6-4.%.0 1 1 1

Tables

3%-foot
1.10.0-%.%01 % 2 2 6 2 5§ 9 5 5 5§ 3

3=, 4=, 4i-foot
7.8.024°10.0 1 11 2 . 1

Candlestands
9/0-1.13.0 1 1 1 2 2 1 11

Card
L.10.0

Carving
1.16.0 1

Communion

17/0 1

i Crossed Leg
8/6 1

E
i
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1789
1790
1792
1793
179%
1795
1796
1797
1798
1799
1800

1791

Tables

B e LI PPy SY VR M

i Dining Ends
(half-round)
L.4.0

La AT A s wre

Fly
2.0.0 1

Frame for
Marble Slab
15/0 1

Kitchen
: 1.1.0-1.13.6 1 1 1 1 2 2 1
] Light
8/0-9/0 5

i Pembroke
1.7-0"‘1‘1‘.)'*'.0 '] 2 2 3 2 )+ 2 1

Round .
1.12.0 1

Stand

Tea Server

13/6 " 5

i Tea '
. 13/6-2.0.6 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 Lo 2 3 2 2

Toilet
10/6-15/0

Unspecified
18/0-3.0.0 2 2 2 5 1 1
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Trunks
18/0

TOTAL
Number of
Furniture
Pieces
Annually

1788
1789
1790
1791

1792

30 35 36

1793
1794
1795

27 28 65

1796
1797
1798

1799

31

O
o O
0 o0
23 3%

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

1802
1803
1804

28 29



TN e AP SR e MR AR ER BERATIA s e

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

8181 o+ ©
4181 o m
9181 ° |
G181 o
Hig8L o
€181 "
A2 L. ™ o A S P15 TR SR SRR A T 0 e
LigL -
0181 ~
6081 No) .
808 | ”
LogL n
9081 e~
5081 el
HOgL d
€081 Q
2081 Q
Log L A . |
0081 &
6641 ~ ™ “




APPENDIX B -~ Table IV
The Proud Family's Chair Production Chart
Forms and

Price Ranges
Dates

1772
1773
1774
1779
1776
1777
1778
1779
1780
1782
1783
1784
1785
1786

1781

Unsvpecified
0=16/0

(0))
-—t
R
W
o
o

Unspecified
Frames

3/0

Armchairs
9/0-1.0.0

Banister-
Back
6/0-6/8 3 3 6

Carriage
1L./0

Children's
- 2/6-5%/0 3

Closestool
0

(e}
(02
(o)}
(00]

Common

5

Crooked-
Back
1270-13/0 6

Dinin
770-10/0

r:ﬂ&sz;w.-m.-ﬂ, e
v
)
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- Table IV

Lr Production Chart

s
.°§°§°§°§°§°§KK°§§§§§§ TR LR
12 30 2 43 117 66 30 47 26 23 31 92 43 24 104 60 122 58 39 36
14
9 6 6 8 6 12 7 14 12
2
1 .
9 6 15 1
6 6
6 1y 2 7 6 6 6 36
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2 43 2k 104 60 122 58 39 36 31 48 50 18 36 53 39 32 1847 2946 6 oL 24

14
2 2
1
, 15 1 6 3 6 6 6 9 5 3 6
, 6 6 36 6 6 17 6 6
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Frame

T1/8=16/0

Frame Seat

6/2

Great E"Grate")
970-15 0

Green

9/0-10/6

B

High Seat
6/0

Little
3/0-%/6

Low

L/8-7/2

Low Great
7/6-12/0

Mahogany
1.13.0

Parlor
1270—13/6

Rog%%n%

1772
1773
1774
1775
1776
1777
1778
1779
1780
1781

1782
1783

(0)

4 I
© © ©
S
6 6 18
6
15
3 2 5
1
101

1787
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6 6 6 18 18 6 10 6
6
1 2 1 5 2 2 4% 3 Y4 3 3 1 2 1 3 1
6
1
T 9 1 1 1
2 132515122222223955
1 2 1 1
1 1 1 1
1
8 2 10 22 10 1 3
1 1 1 1 1
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Sguare-Work
1270

Table
7/0-9/0

Tea Table
776

Three-Back
-5

Windsor
970-1570

York

776-8/6

Wagon

12/0-15/0

TOTAL
Number cf
Chairs
Annually

1772
1773
1774

0

16

1775
1776
1777

136 0

1778
1779

0

1.

O — AN m + 1 ©
BRREBRR
6
1 1
6 6 12 L 123 12
b 9

720 3338 3% 193 171 «
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