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By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

After 22 years of government ser-
vice, Mayor Jerry Clifton ended his 
formal duties with a loud thud of his 
ceremonial gavel shortly before 11 
p.m. Monday.

“I’ve always wanted to do that,” Clif-
ton said, laughing, as council mem-
bers gave him a round of applause.

Clifton 

bids fond 

farewell
‘The citizens of Newark 

will always be in my 
heart forever’

See CLIFTON 
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By MATT HOOKE

mhooke@chespub.com

A bill that would establish a mora-
torium on charter schools in New 
Castle County was advanced by the 
Delaware House Education Commit-
tee on March 23.

“The Christina School District 
board voted to impose a moratorium 
and as a representative from that 
area, it’s my responsibility and duty 
to bring that proposal forward,” said 
State Rep. Madinah Wilson-Anton, 
the Newark-area Democrat who 
sponsored the bill.

The legislation, which still needs 
to be approved by the full house be-
fore moving on to the senate, would 

Moratorium 

bill advances

See BILL 
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By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

Developers looking to construct 
buildings taller than three stories 
on Main Street could soon be re-
quired to provide ground-level 
public space, designate a certain 
percentage of apartment units as 
affordable housing or design the 
building as owner-occupied condo-
miniums.

The proposed new rules are 
part of a list of recommendations 
from the city’s charrette, a week-
long series of public meetings that 
wrapped up March 25. A consul-
tant led city planners and members 
of the public in an effort to reimag-
ine the zoning code for downtown 
Newark.

The team stopped short of 
recommending a lower cap on 

How tall is too tall?
Charrette proposes new rules regarding building height

SUBMITTED IMAGE

A drawing shows what a hypothetical new building could look like under the proposed new zoning laws, including a 
ground-level plaza and increasing setbacks on higher floors.

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

Chris Rogers and Geoffrey Morrison-Logan from AECOM confer during a 
walking tour of Main Street. Behind them is Molly’s Place, the mixed-use 
development that opened last year at the corner of Main Street and Tyre 
Avenue.

See BUILDING 

Page 8
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924 Barksdale Rd

Newark, DE • (302) 251-8490

TheVeroAtNewark.com

Living Better Than Ever

The Vero is now accepting visitors!

Be among the first to learn about Newark’s newest senior

living community, The Vero, at our information center.

See the floor plans, meet the team, and enjoy refreshments.

Expect the exceptional with:

• Senior living and memory care services

• Full-service dining featuring seasonal menus

• Calendar of fun and engaging programs, events,

and activities

• PrimeFit Wellness™ program

• Travel by Leisure Care full-service agency

• Daily transportation

• Weekly housekeeping

• Pet-friendly services

The information center has officially opened! Visit us daily

from 9am to 5pm to reserve your spot on our Priority

Waitlist and fill out our membership application to join

the Founders Club. Contact us at (302) 251-8490 or visit

TheVeroAtNewark.com for more information.
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Information center now open!

POST STAFF REPORT

In 1989 when the State Theater was being 
demolished, the building owner spread word 
that Newarkers had one hour to come and 
grab whatever mementos they wanted be-
fore the Main Street landmark was turned to 
rubble.

Bob Morrissey grabbed his tools and head-
ed to the theater to snag the front-row seats. 
After more than three decades of keeping 
them stored in his basement, Morrissey has 
donated the seats to the Newark Historical 
Society, which has included them in a broad-
er exhibit on the State Theater. The seats are 
displayed as they looked during the theater’s 
heyday, including stains on the fabric and 
chewing gum stuck to the bottom of the seats.

The exhibit, which debuts Sunday, also in-
cludes the State Theater’s marquee letters, 
rope from the theater’s curtains, bricks from 
the building and other artifacts.

“We’re getting the State Theater back to-
gether, piece by piece,” museum curator 
Mary Torbey joked.

The State Theater exhibit is one of several 
new displays that will open Sunday as the mu-
seum hosts its annual Founders Day celebra-
tion, which commemorates the 264th anniver-
sary of Newark’s founding and serves as the 
opening day of the museum’s 2022 season.

The free event, which runs from 2 to 5 p.m., 
includes a museum store sale, a visit from 
Aetna Hose Hook and Ladder Company’s 
antique fire engine and food available for pur-
chase from Fletcher’s Kitchen Food Truck.

The museum is located at 429 S. College 
Ave., in the old Newark Train Station under 
the South College Avenue bridge. Limited 
parking, including handicapped parking, is 
available at the museum. Additional parking 
can be found at Phillips Park, Lewis Park, 
Kells Park and the Newark Amtrak station.

Another new exhibit focuses on the his-
tory of the Dean Woolen Mill, its successor 
National Vulcanized Fibre, and Deandale, the 
neighborhood that surrounded the mill – the 

site of Timothy’s Restaurant today.
The museum recently received a donation 

of several blueprints and other documents 
from NVF, which turned rag paper into vulca-
nized fibre, which was similar to plastic.

Torbey said another highlight this year is 
the Treasures from Private Collections ex-
hibit, which includes items on loan from sev-
eral Newarkers. She said her favorite item is a 
1838 class catalog from Newark College.

The exhibit also features several artifacts 
donated by former mayor Vance Funk III, in-
cluding a mayor’s police badge. Prior to 1954, 
the mayor had police powers, Torbey said.

The museum also has a new display honor-
ing longtime board member and volunteer 
Gail Chickersky, who died in 2019. A life-
long Newarker, Chickersky was also active 
in several other organizations, including the 
Newark Senior Center, Pencader History 
Museum and Newark High School Alumni 
Association.

“She really gave her all for the community,” 
Torbey said.

The Newark History Museum will be open 
every Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. through late 
fall. Admission is free, though donations are 
welcomed.

Newark History Museum 
to debut exhibits on 
State Theater, Deandale
Annual Founders Day event 

set for Sunday

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

A new exhibit about the State Theater is on display at the Newark History Museum.

Own your own piece of 
the State Theater
The Newark History Museum is display-
ing two of the original seats from the 
State Theater. With the donor’s per-
mission, the museum is auctioning off 
three other seats to raise funds for the 
organization.

The eBay auction runs through April 4 
and can be found at tinyurl.com/stateth-
eaterseats.

There are three connected seats in 
the auction group, with one extra seat 
bottom and one extra seat back. These 
seats are unrestored and sold as is. 
They have all the dirt, stains and chew-
ing gum intact. There is significant rust 
at the base; therefore, they are sold for 
decorative purposes only.
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The Post Stumper 
ANSWERS ON PAGE 8

ACROSS

 1 Moment

 4 Evening hrs.

 7 Gave as an example

 12 Director DuVernay

 13 Fair hirer, in ads

 14 Florida city

 15 Sass

 16 In an abundant way

 18 Giverny summer

 19 Bridge coups

 20 Artist Chagall

 22 Carte lead-in

 23 Crystal gazer

 27 “Say what?”

 29 Linking verb

 31 Tennis star Becker

 34 Draconian

 35 Square in Boston

 37 Part of DJIA

 38 Arrive

 39 Devoured

 41 Dealer’s foe

 45 Messy folks

 47 Crony

 48 Very satisfactory

 52 Links org.

 53 Concert venue

 54 Greek H

 55 French article

 56 Needing spices

 57 ISP choice

 58 Fabric amts.

DOWN

 1 Oregon’s capital

 2 Musical set in Argentina

 3 Prank

 4 Chest muscles, briefly

 5 Dinero

 6 Flower part

 7 Dove calls

 8 Post-op area

 9 Prof’s aides

 10 Right angle

 11 Calendar box

 17 Apple variety

 21 Peru neighbor

 23 Offspring

 24 Where Lux. is

 25 Overhead trains

 26 Fan’s cry

 28 Employ

 30 Sound of surprise

 31 Abbr. in an email

 32 Tic-tac-toe win

 33 Spinning abbr.

 36 Harvard rival

 37 Owed amounts

 40 Tribal emblem

 42 Try for a job

 43 Stormed

 44 Elegance

 45 Large amount

 46 Read quickly

 48 Taxi

 49 Magic, on scoreboards

 50 Pod dweller

 51 Raggedy doll

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

Newark City Council mem-
bers gave themselves a raise 
Monday, voting to more than 
double their salaries starting 
next year.

The salary for council mem-
bers will increase from $7,000 
to $15,600, and the mayor’s 
pay will increase from $8,400 
to $18,700.

Councilman Jason Lawhorn, 
who proposed the increases 
earlier this year, said the new 
salaries account for inflation 
and the fact that the number 
of meetings per month has 
doubled. The salaries have not 
been increased since 2004.

By law, the new salaries 
won’t take effect until after the 
April 2023 election.

Lawhorn said the time com-
mitment for council members 

has increased significantly 
since the salaries were last 
raised.

“The way things are ap-
proached now, as opposed to 
how they were 20 years ago, 
I think is more intense,” he 
said. “We’ve increased the 
number of meetings, and I 
think there’s just more time 
committed to it.”

Noting the fact there have 
been several uncontested 
elections, Lawhorn said he 
believes increasing the salary 
will make it more attractive for 
residents to consider running 
for mayor or a council seat.

“I don’t think anybody’s 
going to join or stay solely 
because of the money, but it 
is helpful because people do 
lose money by spending their 
time here,” he said. “I don’t 
do this for the money per se, 
but I know I certainly do lose 

money by the time I invest 
here and I’m fine with that to 
a degree. But every two years 
when I have that mental exer-
cise of do I want to run again, 
things like that do factor in.”

Though council members 
and the mayor are paid part-
time salaries, many members 

have remarked over the years 
that the job requires a full-time 
effort, including attending 
four monthly meetings, study-
ing up on issues, dealing with 
constituent concerns and at-
tending community events.

Some have raised concerns 
that the long hours and low 

pay deters potential candi-
dates with family and work 
obligations. Many of Newark’s 
recent elected officials, par-
ticularly the mayor, have been 
retired or have had jobs with 
flexible schedules.

“Not everybody has the lux-
ury of being able to take time 
off work or to hire childcare or 
to cover some of the expenses 
that come with being a coun-
cil person on the salary that’s 
currently offered,” outgoing 
City Secretary Renee Bensley, 
who runs Newark’s elections, 
said earlier this year.

Councilwoman Dwendolyn 
Creecy said many people don’t 
realize how much paperwork 
and preparation council mem-
bers do outside of the weekly 
meetings.

“With all that I, and all of us, 
have put in and everything 
that I have seen and even 

these late night council meet-
ings until 11 o’clock, we de-
serve it,” Creecy said.

The raises were approved 
5-1, with Councilman John 
Suchanec opposed and Coun-
cilwoman Corinth Ford ab-
sent.

“It’s too high. I don’t think we 
can really sell it and feel com-
fortable selling it at this stage 
in the game,” said Suchanec, 
who said he donates his salary 
to charity.

He instead proposed increas-
ing the salaries to $10,600 for 
council and $12,500 for mayor 
as well as specifying that the 
amounts will increase each 
year according to inflation.

“Another 18 years from now, 
if we don’t do something like 
this, there will be another 
council sitting here wrestling 
with the same problem, ” he 
said.

Newark City Council members vote to double their own salaries

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

A Newark City Council meeting is seen in this August 2021 file 
photo.

Police shoot 
dog that ran 
toward officer in 
Harmony Hills

A New Castle County 
Police of ficer shot a dog 
that allegedly charged at 
the of ficer on March 24, 
authorities said.

The incident happened 
in the 600 block of Tamara 
Circle in the Harmony 
Hills neighborhood east 
of Newark, according to 
Master Cpl. Michel Eck-

Cyclist struck, 
injured in Glasgow

A cyclist was injured af-
ter being struck by a car 
in Glasgow on March 25.

Arsonist damages 
house and four 
vehicles in Bear

Authorities are trying to 
track down an arsonist who 
damaged a house and four 
vehicles in Bear early Satur-
day.

The fire was reported 
shortly before 1 a.m. in the 
300 block of Sun Boulevard 
in the Meridian Crossing 
neighborhood, according to 
Assistant State Fire Marshal 
Michael Chionchio. Fire-
fighters arrived to find mul-
tiple cars on fire.

“Four automobiles, parked 

at two separate addresses, 
were burned,” Chionchio 
said. “The vehicles were lo-
cated in the driveway of the 
homes, and one dwelling 
sustained fire damage to the 
exterior. Both homes were 
occupied when the fires 
were started.”

Damage was estimated 
at $200,000. No one was in-
jured.

Anyone with information 
about the arson or home se-
curity video footage is asked 
to call the fire marshal’s of-
fice at 302-323-5375, email 
Fire.Marshal@delaware.gov 
or contact Delaware Crime 

erd, a spokesman for the 
New Castle County Police 
Department.

The of ficer was respond-
ing to a domestic incident 
and “a dog resembling a 
pit-bull terrier” crossed 
the street and ran toward 
the of ficer, Eckerd said.

“The of ficer attempted 
to get back inside his ve-
hicle, but the dog kept 
running at him,” Eckerd 
said. “Unfortunately, the 
of ficer was forced to draw 
his firearm and shoot the 
dog.”

The dog was taken to an 
animal hospital for treat-

ment.
The of ficer was not in-

jured.
Police are continuing to 

investigate the incident. 
Anyone with video or in-
formation is asked to con-
tact the New Castle Coun-
ty Police non-emergency 
number at 302-573-2800.

The crash happened at 
5:16 p.m. near the inter-
section of Frazer Road and 
Denny Road, according to 
an Aetna Hose, Hook and 
Ladder Company spokes-
person.

The cyclist was treated 
by an of f-duty nurse and 
other good Samaritans 
until first responders ar-
rived. The cyclist was 
then flown by helicopter 
to Christiana Hospital.

The driver of the strik-
ing vehicle was not in-
jured.

State police are investi-
gating the crash.

Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333.
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By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

One person was injured 
when a car overturned in 
the Devon neighborhood of 
Newark on March 25.

The single-vehicle crash 
happened at 9:13 p.m. in 
the 700 block of Chrysler 
Avenue, according to an 
Aetna Hose, Hook and Lad-
der Company spokesper-
son.

Firefighters arrived to 
find a vehicle on its side 
against a tree and a fence, 
and the driver was trapped 
inside. After stabilizing the 
vehicle, firefighters cut a 
hole in the roof to free the 
victim.

The victim was taken 
to Christiana Hospital for 

treatment.
The Newark Police De-

partment is investigating 
the crash.

One injured when 
vehicle flips in Devon

PHOTO COURTESY OF AETNA HH&L

One person was injured when a car overturned in the Devon 
neighborhood of Newark on March 25.

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

A crash involving a fuel tanker truck 
prompted a HAZMAT response east of 
Newark late Saturday, authorities said.

The crash happened at 10:41 p.m. at the 
intersection of Capitol Trail and Brewster 
Drive.

Firefighters arrived to find a car pinned 
under a tanker truck. The tanker, which 
was hauling 8,800 gallons of gasoline, was 
leaking.

“Crews worked to isolate the scene, re-
move ignition sources, and create diking to 
limit the environmental impact,” an Aetna 

Hose, Hook and Ladder Company spokes-
person said. “Engine 9 established a water 
supply from a nearby hydrant and deployed 
a charged hose line for protection.”

A crew from the Delaware Department 
of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control and a HAZMAT unit from Bel-
vedere Fire Company were called to the 
scene to handle the fuel leak.

The car was towed out from under the 
tanker, and the gasoline was pumped into 
another truck.

One person was hospitalized in stable 
condition.

State troopers are investigating the 
crash.

Tanker truck leaks gas after 
colliding with car on Capitol Trail

PHOTO COURTESY OF AETNA HH&L

A crash involving a fuel tanker truck prompted a HAZMAT response east of Newark late Saturday, 
authorities said.

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

Three people were injured in a crash in-
volving a motorcycle in Brookside on Tues-
day.

The crash happened at 11:45 a.m. at the 
intersection of East Chestnut Hill Road and 
South Kingston Road, according to Em-
ily Mallon, a spokeswoman for New Castle 
County Paramedics.

The 25-year-old motorcyclist suffered a 
head injury, and he was rushed to Christia-
na Hospital in critical condition. Two other 
people were hospitalized for minor injuries.

State troopers are investigating the crash.

Three injured in motorcycle 
crash near Brookside

PHOTO COURTESY OF AETNA HH&L

Three people were injured in a crash involving 
a motorcycle in Brookside on Tuesday.

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

Careless smoking is to blame for a fire 
that severely damaged a house in Bear 
on Tuesday night, authorities said.

The fire broke out around 8 p.m. in 
the unit block of Chandler Circle in the 
Buckley neighborhood, according to As-
sistant State Fire Marshal Michael Chi-
onchio.

Firefighters arrived to find flames en-
gulfing the back of the house.

The occupants were able to escape 
safely, and no one was injured. Two 
adults and two kids were displaced and 
are being assisted by the American Red 
Cross.

Chionchio said the fire began on the 
back deck when discarded cigarettes ig-
nited materials on the deck. The flames 
then spread to the house.

Fire damages house in Bear
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By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub..com

More than 300 runners 
took part in the inaugural 
First State Half Marathon, 
which organizers hope will 
grow into a premiere race 
that will draw thousands of 
people to Newark each year.

The race started and end-
ed on Orchard Road and 
took runners on a 13.1-mile 
course through Old Newark, 

Devon, Binns, Oaklands and 
Nottingham Green on Satur-
day morning.

“We really want to show-
case being the first state,” 
said organizer Nic DeCaire, 
owner of Fusion Racing. “It’s 
a Delaware race.”

Fusion, which runs dozens 
of mostly 5K and 10K races 
each year, experimented 
with its first half marathon 
in 2019, the Oktoberfest-
themed Lederhosen Run-

ning Festival.
DeCaire said he decided 

to rebrand it as a Delaware-
focused race and move it 
to March to replace the 
well-known Caesar Rodney 
Half Marathon, which is no 
longer being held after 58 
years. The oldest half mara-
thon in the country, Caesar 
Rodney was converted into 
an 8K race and moved to 
June last year.

DeCaire said he hopes the 

First State Half Marathon 
will grow each year and be-
come an economic driver 
for the City of Newark.

“It brings people to New-
ark to stay in the hotels and 
eat in the restaurants. It’s 
good for the economy in 
Newark,” he said. “We hope 
to get thousands of people, 
and we can showcase what 

we do downtown.”
Saturday’s event involved 

332 runners from 24 states, 
as well as 70 volunteers. De-
Caire said some of the out-
of-state participants were 
“fifty staters,” people with 
a goal of completing a half 
marathon in each of the 50 
states.

Top male finishers were 

Nate Romberger, 22, of 
Lewisberry, Pa.; Will Reh-
rig, 29, of Middletown; and 
Thomas Bean, 33, of North 
East, Md.

Top female finishers were 
Elizabeth Swierzbinski, 34, 
of Wilmington; Leah-Kate 
Atkinson, 35, of Newark; 
and Sara Ellis, 37, of New-
ark.

Half marathon draws more than 300 runners from 24 states

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

Grace Guillebeau, of Wilmington, crosses the finish line of the 
First State Half Marathon.

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

Nicole Gill, of Newark, crosses 
the finish line of the First State 
Half Marathon.

http://newarkpostonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5K&uuid=2384f284-a471-5eac-9183-25c5cd4d7caa
http://newarkpostonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10K&uuid=2384f284-a471-5eac-9183-25c5cd4d7caa
http://newarkpostonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8K&uuid=2384f284-a471-5eac-9183-25c5cd4d7caa
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RESULTS
COMING
SOON

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

Some of the country’s best 
adult figure skaters will be 
in Newark next week for the 
U.S. Figure Skating Adult 
National Championships at 
the University of Delaware.

The championship runs 
from April 6 to April 9 at the 
Fred Rust Ice Arena. Nearly 
500 skaters from around the 
country, ranging in age from 
21 to 83, will compete in 
more than 130 events.

The University of Dela-
ware Figure Skating Club 
is hosting the event after ap-
plying through a competitive 
process. The club has previ-
ously hosted regional com-
petitions, according to board 
member Dianne Nichols.

The U.S. Adult Champion-
ships consists of non-quali-
fying and qualifying events. 
Competitors are divided 
into five age groups (21-35, 
36-45, 46-55, 56-65, 66+) and 
two tracks (masters and 
adults). Events are held in 

singles, pairs, partnered 
dance, solo dance, dramatic 
entertainment and light en-
tertainment.

“Some of the champion-
ship people are very, very 
accomplished skaters,” 
Nichols said. “You’ll see 

skaters doing multiple revo-
lutions, and pairs will be do-
ing lifts.”

Tickets for the event are 
available at the Fred Rust 
Arena box office. Tickets are 
$20 per day or $65 for the en-
tire event.

UD to host U.S. Figure Skating 
Adult National Championships

SUBMITTED PHOTO

U.S. Figure Skating Adult National Championships will be held 
at the University of Delaware next week.
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Bob
Methvin

Direct: (302)983-0424
Office: 302-239-3000

Buy ing or Se l l i ng a Home?
Don't just take my word for it...

Call or text

“Bob went above & beyond

normal services to market my

family’s house.”

Here’s what my

customers have to say

Guilday’s
Just 1 Mile East

Rt. 40, just over MD/DE Line

2725 Pulaske Highway, Glasgow, DE
Hours - Monday - Saturday 5:30 am - 3pm • Sunday 7:00 am - 2:00 pm

www.guildays.com302-366-1241

Available Monday thru Friday

until 11:00 A.M. Only!

(Regular Breakfast Menu available after 11:00) $5.95

Join us in showing off the cutest
pets in New Castle county.

Go to
www.newarkpostonline.com/contests
and submit a photo of your pet.

All of the submissions will be entered into a
drawing and one will receive a well deserved

$100 gift card

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

Customers of Wooden 
Wheels will soon be able to 
enjoy a glass of cold, store-
brewed beer after a trail ride 
or while waiting for their 
bike to be repaired.

The bike shop received 
approval from city coun-
cil Monday night to add a 
microbrewery and tasting 
room to its new location, 
which recently opened at 
the Shoppes of Louviers on 
Paper Mill Road.

The microbrewery will in-
clude a small indoor seating 
area at the back of the store 
as well as an open-air seat-
ing area on the rear balcony.

Co-owner David Fergu-
son said Wooden Wheels 
hosts a number of group 
trail rides, and they often 
end with everyone gather-
ing back at the shop to enjoy 
some beers. He said he and 
his colleagues would like 
to be able to brew and sell 
their own beer rather than 
just drinking store-bought 
beers.

Ferguson said they have 
visited other bike shops 
that include a brewery and 
would like to bring a similar 
concept to Newark.

“Bicycles and beer sort of 
goes hand-in-hand,” he said, 
adding that he hopes to have 
the microbrewery open by 
this summer.

While microbreweries 
have become immensely 
popular in recent years, 
Wooden Wheels will be-
come the first to open in the 
City of Newark.

Its opening may also pave 
the way for more in the fu-
ture as the bike shop owners 
successfully petitioned city 
council to expand the oppor-
tunities for microbreweries 
and craft distilleries to open 
in the city.

Council first took up the 
issue in 2017, when a pro-
spective microbrewery at-
tempted to open in the city 
only to find out that was not 
permitted under the zoning 
code, which only allowed 
brew pubs where the brew-
ing is an accessory to a full-
service restaurant, like at 
Iron Hill Brewery on Main 
Street.

At the time, council agreed 
to allow microbreweries 
in three zoning districts – 
BC (general business), MI 
(general industrial) and 
MOR (manufacturing office 
research).

Examples of those areas 
include Suburban Plaza, 
Fairfield Shopping Cen-
ter, Cleveland Avenue (the 

portion where the car deal-
erships are located) and 
Market East Plaza on Main 
Street, as well as Diamond 
State Industrial Park off 
South Chapel Street, Sandy 
Brae Industrial Park off 
Otts Chapel Road and Inter-
change Business Park off 
Elkton Road.

Ultimately, the person 
who inquired in 2017 ended 
up opening his microbrew-
ery in Kennett Square, Pa. 
While several microbrewer-
ies have opened in areas sur-
rounding Newark – such as 
Autumn Arch and Midnight 
Oil in Pencader Corporate 
Center and Twisted Irons 
on Ruthar Drive – none have 
opened in the city.

On Monday, council ex-
panded the eligible areas 
to include the BB zoning, 
which encompasses East 
Main Street, South Main 
Street, the Shoppes of Lou-
viers and The Grove (for-

merly College Square.)
Breweries and distilleries 

are listed in Newark’s code 
as a conditional use requir-
ing a special-use permit, 
meaning city council will 
need to vote on every pro-
posed project.

Breweries or distilleries 
that serve alcohol on site 
are subject to the Newark 
Police point system, an en-
forcement effort that holds 
businesses accountable not 
only for infractions such as 
serving alcohol to minors, 
but also for fights and other 
crimes committed by cus-
tomers. Under the point sys-
tem, bars and restaurants 
are monitored on a continu-
ous 12-month cycle that be-
gins as soon as the business 
receives its first violation. If 
they accrue more than 10 
points within a year, council 
has the power to temporar-
ily revoke their special-use 
permit.

Wooden Wheels to open 
Newark’s first microbrewery

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

The staff of Wooden Wheels – David Ferguson, Chris Denney, 
Jaid Romanek and Robbie Downward – pose in the shop’s new 
location in the Shoppes at Louviers.
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Post Stumper solved

create a moratorium on new char-
ter schools and the expansion of 
existing charter schools until Jan. 
1, 2024. It would also establish an 
advisory group to examine how 
charters are integrated into the 
public school system and how 
charter school applications are 
evaluated. Wilson-Anton said an 
additional goal of the advisory 
group would be to improve equity 
in the charter school system.

The advisory board would in-
clude the superintendents of the 
six public school districts in New 
Castle County but only two charter 
school leaders. Other members 
would include state legislators, the 
state education secretary, a rep-
resentative of the Department of 
Education’s charter school office 
and state school board members.

The advisory board would need 
to present a report to state educa-
tion officials by December of this 
year. After the report is presented 
to the state, charter applications 
would be evaluated based on crite-
ria created by the board.

The bill is co-sponsored by Reps. 
Nnamdi O. Chukwuocha, Kimber-
ly Williams, John Kolwalko, and 
Senate Majority Whip Elizabeth 
Lockman.

Wilson-Anton, an alumna of The 
Charter School of Wilmington, 
said her bill is not anti-charter but 
is attempting to address the real 
concerns of her constituents.

“Delaware is fortunate to have 
some very strong charter schools 
in our state that offer exceptional 
education to the leaders of tomor-
row,” she said. “But we also have 
seen numerous charters close just 
years after opening their doors, 
leaving hundreds of students at 
a time scrambling to find a new 
school, sometimes in the middle 
of the school year.”

Earlier this year, the Christina 
School Board, with support from 
the Newark NAACP and the 
Friends of the Christina School 
District, asked the legislature to 
impose a moratorium on charter 
schools. The board said the mea-
sure is necessary to ensure a sta-
ble education environment in Del-
aware as the Redding Consortium 
and the Wilmington Learn Collab-
orative are set to make massive 
changes to how education works.

Board members 
also expressed 
concerns about 
the amount of 
high schools in 
the Newark area, 
with three tra-
ditional public 
high schools in 
Christina and two 
charter schools 
currently in op-
eration.

“I don’t see a benefit to more 
choices at this point, especially in 
such a small area,” board member 
Monica Moriak said.

As written, the bill would in-
terrupt the current process for 
modifications for EastSide Char-
ter School, Academia Antonia 
Alonso Charter School and Odys-
sey Charter School. Wilson-Anton 
said she is open to amending the 
bill so that those schools will not 
be penalized.

She said the bill could lead to 
control over charter schools going 
to local school boards. Currently, 
either districts or the state school 
board can grant a charter.

“Red Clay is able to authorize 
charters within their lines. That’s 
local control,” Wilson-Anton said. 

“But a state board can tell our com-
munity in Newark you’re going to 
have another charter school.”

Rep. Michael Smith, R-Pike 
Creek, argued that the Redding 
Consortium is already addressing 
the issues that the Charter Advi-
sory Board would work on.

Smith said the high schools in 
Christina are not filled to capac-
ity and should be consolidated. 
He also called for the building of 
a traditional public high school in 
Wilmington.

“If we don’t start focusing on the 
infrastructure, none of these man-
dated approaches are ever going 
to work,” he said.

Britney Mumford, executive 
director of education advocacy 
group DelawareCAN, said that 
the legislature is focusing on the 
wrong issues and implored the 
committee to vote against the bill.

“We have plenty of problems 
that we could be talking about in 
this room today,” Mumford said. “I 
think that charter schools are not 
one of them. I heard earlier that 
the charter bill hasn’t been ad-
dressed since 1996. The funding 
formula has not been addressed in 
80 years.”

Wanda Lopez, family resource 

liaison at Las Americas ASPIRA 
Academy near Newark, said a fo-
cus on schools such as The Char-
ter School of Wilmington and New-
ark Charter School gives the false 
impression that charter schools 
primarily serve a privileged stu-
dent body.

“Our school, ASPIRA, serves 
80 percent students of color, 40 
percent English learners and 17 
percent with learning differences, 
greater than the state,” Lopez said. 
“Our school is providing these 
students every opportunity to suc-
ceed.”

The Delaware Charter Schools 
Network also opposed the bill.

“We want to work with all schools 
and districts to ensure every stu-
dent in Delaware has access to a 
high-quality public school that 
best meets their needs,” Executive 
Director Kendall Massett said. “A 
temporary moratorium through 
2023, on new charter schools, 
expansions, and modifications in 
New Castle County will not help 
us meet that goal.”

On March 23, three of the 18 
members of the House Education 
Committee voted in favor of the 
bill favorably, with another seven 
granting the bill on its merits.

BILL
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building height in the cen-
tral business district, some-
thing that many residents 
and some council members 
have advocated. Instead, 
the team suggested the city 
change the requirements 
for how a developer can get 
approval for taller buildings.

The new requirements 
are intended to incentiv-
ize developers to provide 
one or more of the aspects 
the city desires down-
town: more public space, 
more af fordable housing 
units and more full-time 
residents.

Newark’s existing zon-
ing code establishes a 
base height of three sto-
ries and allows develop-
ers to earn up to four 
extra floors – for a total 
of seven – if some of the 
floors are used for park-
ing or if more than half of 
the apartment units are 

two-bedrooms or smaller.
Most recent buildings 

are four or five stories, but 
in the past couple years, 
the city has seen an in-
crease in taller proposals. 
That includes the seven-
story Lang Development 
Group hotel that is cur-
rently under construction, 
the six-story apartment 
building approved for 141 
E. Main St., a seven-story 
building proposed for the 
former Burger King site 
on South Chapel Street 
and a six-story building 
proposed for 349 E. Main 
St. All those projects will 
remain subject to the cur-
rent zoning laws.

Under the charrette 
team’s proposal, the base 
height would remain three 
stories. However, develop-
ers could build up to three 
more stories with one or 
more of the following:

• A street-level plaza 
with a minimum area of 
750 square feet

• A certain number of 
units designated as af-
fordable, or the developer 
pays into a fund that the 
city would use to build 
af fordable housing else-
where

• The building is com-
prised of owner-occupied 
condominium units

The team is still ironing 
out the exact details.

“But the idea is one floor 
for each of those incen-
tives, in a gradual step up 
to those additional sto-
ries,” said Chris Rogers, a 
representative of the city’s 

consultant, AECOM.
A developer could get a 

seventh floor by exceed-
ing those requirements, 
but of ficials did not pro-
vide details on exactly 
what that would entail.

Of ficials said it is too 
soon to tell whether the 
new rules would make it 
easier or harder for de-
velopers to get to seven 
stories.

“It’s to be determined,” 
said Geof frey Morrison-
Logan, of AECOM. “Ide-
ally, we want to look at 
it a little bit fur ther and 
understand the right bal-
ance there and really have 
an incentive that makes 
sense.”

The charrette team also 
recommended the city fi-
nally implement changes 
to the parking require-
ments that were proposed 
by a committee several 
years ago. The city’s cur-
rent requirements are 
based on a suburban 
model, where customers 
drive to each business 
they visit, rather than a 
more urban model where 
customers park once and 
can walk to several busi-
nesses in one visit.

The proposal would 
“right-size and urbanize” 
parking requirements, in 
most cases by reducing 
the amount of parking 
required with a develop-
ment project.

For apartments, the 
code currently requires 
two parking spaces per 
unit, plus an additional 

one for every apartment 
that has three or more 
bedrooms. The proposal 
would require one space 
per unit plus an additional 
two for larger units.

For retail and restau-
rants, the proposal would 
require four parking 
spaces per 1,000 square 
feet rather than the com-
plicated formula currently 
in use.

The proposed height 
and parking changes 
would apply to all devel-
opment in the BB zon-
ing, which includes Main 
Street, South Main Street, 
Fair field Shopping Cen-
ter, Shoppes of Louviers 
and the former College 
Square Shopping Center.

Meanwhile, the char-

rette team also proposed 
changes for the RA zon-
ing, which mostly is com-
prised of the high-density 
student housing areas 
around Haines Street and 
South Chapel Street.

The RA zoning currently 
allows a base height of up 
to seven stories, with de-
velopers allowed to build 
a total of 10 stories under 
certain conditions. The 
charrette team is recom-
mending capping build-
ings at seven stories, not-
ing that no one has ever 
proposed a taller building 
in RA.

“We’re not really see-
ing a need for that type 
of building in the RA, and 
we’re a little concerned 
about the impact of a 

building like that on the 
existing community,” Rog-
ers said.

The recommendation 
also calls for reducing the 
minimum lot area to allow 
for more types of housing, 
such as duplexes.

The charrette team will 
continue to refine the rec-
ommendations and pres-
ent them to city council 
sometime this spring. 
After council gives feed-
back, the planning de-
partment staf f will draft 
ordinances to change the 
code, which then have to 
be approved by the plan-
ning commission and 
council. As is standard 
practice, the public will 
have a chance to comment 
at each step.

BUILDING
From 

Page 1

SUBMITTED IMAGE

A drawing shows what a new building could look like under the proposed new zoning laws.
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Monday’s council meet-
ing was the last one for 
Clifton, who chose to re-
tire instead of seeking an-
other term. His successor, 
former councilman Stu 
Markham, will be sworn in 
April 21 after running un-
opposed.

“The citizens of Newark 
will always be in my heart 
forever,” Clifton said dur-
ing his farewell remarks.

Clifton’s first foray into 
city politics came in 1995 
when he fell three votes 
short of unseating two-
term incumbent Council-
woman Irene Zych. Two 
years later, Zych declined 
to run for re-election and, 
as the only candidate to 
file, Clifton assumed the 
position.

He went on to be re-elect-
ed eight times, including 
in 2005 when he won as a 
write-in candidate after ini-
tially deciding not to run.

In 2014, Clifton resigned 
midway through his ninth 
term, citing health prob-
lems. A detached retina in 
his eye necessitated mul-
tiple surgeries and made it 
difficult to read large quan-
tities of material.

Three years later, with his 
medical issues resolved, 
he won back the seat for a 
10th term in 2017.

In 2019, when then-may-
or Polly Sierer decided not 
to seek another term, Clif-
ton ran for mayor and won 
a four-person race with 55 
percent of the vote.

Clifton said Monday that 
retiring is bittersweet.

“Other than my family 
and my children, this has 
been the greatest honor 
I’ve had, to serve the people 
of the community,” he said.

He said Newarkers are in 
good hands with the rest of 
the people on council.

“We’ve disagreed like any 
family would disagree from 
time to time, but I think the 
public needs to understand 
the selfless service every-
one of us sitting here at the 
dais gives to this town,” he 
said.

Clifton also praised City 
Manager Tom Coleman 
and all of the city employ-
ees, noting how well they 
led Newark through the 
pandemic.

“We came through the 
pandemic better than most 
towns, if not every town 
in the State of Delaware,” 
he said. “When you look 
at the people that we have 
working here, other towns 
would give their right arms 
for any of the great employ-
ees we have.”

Clifton grew emotional as 
he thanked his wife, Linda, 
for her support through 
the years.

“I just can’t say enough 
good things about my 
wife,” he said. “She’s stuck 
through this. She’s always 
been encouraging to me. 
She’s always backed me on 
what I wanted to do.”

During Monday’s meet-
ing, a number of council 
members, city employees 
and residents lined up to 
thank Clifton for his ser-
vice.

“I want to thank you for 
over two decades of ser-
vice to the city and not just 
what you’ve done for the 
city, but you were helpful 
to me in my first days on 
council,” Councilman Ja-
son Lawhorn said.

Councilman Travis Mc-
Dermott agreed.

“You’ve been a mentor to 
me,” McDermott said. “I 
don’t know that I would be 
up here now without what 
you do, your leadership, 
and you encouraging me to 
get involved in city govern-
ment.”

Councilwoman Dwendo-
lyn Creecy thanked Clifton 
for supporting her when 
she ran for council last 
year.

“You know how our re-
lationship has grown and 
what you have taught me,” 
Creecy said. “The fact that 
you looked past who I am, 
and even my skin, and said, 
‘do it,’ I really appreciate 
that. That made you a part 
of my history as well. My 
hat goes off to you.”

Councilman John 
Suchanec, who joined 
council last summer, said 
he enjoyed working with 
Clifton for the past few 

months.
“It usually takes people 

longer to decide they can’t 
work with me,” Suchanec 
joked. “I have not had my 
share of his experience 
and knowledge, and I feel 
very disappointed by that 
because what I have expe-
rienced has been very use-
ful.”

John Morgan, a resident 
and frequent attendee of 
council meetings, recalled 
first meeting Clifton at the 
old Crab Trap after a coun-
cil meeting.

“One of the things that I 
always appreciated about 
Jerry is that even though 
his district was on the op-
posite side of town as mine, 
he took an interest in the 
issues across the whole 
City of Newark,” Morgan 
said. “He’s done a really 
great job of representing 
the city as a whole.”

Chris Locke, owner of 
Formal Affairs and general 
counsel for Lang Develop-
ment Group, said the fact 
Clifton has been in office 
for 22 years is a testament 
to his fortitude.

“You and I have not al-
ways agreed on everything 
and we’ve had spirited dis-
cussions,” Locke said. “But 
we could always speak hon-
estly to each other know-
ing that our friendship and 
respect for each other was 
paramount.”

Devan Hardin, chief hu-
man resources officer for 
the city, noted Clifton’s pen-
chant for quips and coun-
tered with one of her own.

“Like you always say, 
you’re like a bad penny, 
you’ll always turn up some-
where. So we know you’re 
not completely gone,” Har-
din said.

CLIFTON
From 

Page 1
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Mayor Jerry Clifton is pictured in this September 2019 file 
photo.

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

Gov. John Carney toured 
one of Newark’s water 
treatment plants March 23 
to highlight recent renova-
tions to the facility and tout 
a plan for leveraging feder-
al infrastructure money to 
do more projects like it all 
around the state.

The federal bipartisan 
infrastructure bill will pro-
vide $315 million to spend 
on water projects in Dela-
ware over the next five 
years.

“$315 million is an un-
precedented investment in 
this kind of infrastructure, 
basically the essential clean 
water that comes out of 
your faucet,” Carney said. 
“There’s nothing much 
more important than that.”

Some of the money in-
cludes:

• $29 million for the gen-
eral drinking water proj-
ects, such as source water 
protection, treatment, stor-
age, distribution, cyberse-
curity and sustainable en-
ergy projects

• $16.5 million for the 
general clean water proj-
ects, such as wastewater 
treatment plant upgrades, 
septic elimination projects, 
and sewer interceptor reha-
bilitations

• $28 million specifically 
for lead service drinking 
water line identification 
and, if needed, replacement

• $8 million for projects 
to address PFAS or other 
emerging contaminants in 
drinking water or wastewa-
ter systems

The state is now accept-
ing applications from mu-
nicipalities seeking grants 
or loans for water infra-
structure projects.

“I thought that the dollar 
amount that we’re getting 
from the federal govern-
ment was a big number, 
and it is,” Carney said. “But 
there are big needs out 
there. If you think about the 
infrastructure that just the 
City of Newark needs, and 
you multiply that across 
the cities and towns and lo-
cal jurisdictions across our 
state, you can see that it’s 
going to be a big need.”

Carney and other state 
officials spent approxi-
mately 90 minutes touring 
Newark’s South Well Field 
Water Treatment Plant lo-
cated at 912 S. Chapel St., 

on a narrow piece of land 
that separates Brookside 
and Scottfield. It pulls from 
wells located on the prop-
erty and in nearby areas, as 
far south as Glasgow High 
School.

The plant processes 2 mil-
lion gallons of water a day and 
feeds the southern part of the 
city, roughly as far north as 
Kells Avenue. The northern 
part of the city gets its water 
from White Clay Creek and 
the Newark Reservoir.

The city recently complet-
ed a $4 million renovation 
of the plant. The project was 
funded by low-interest state 
loans authorized as part of 
the 2018 referendum.

The project included 
replacing the air stripper 
that removes contaminants 
from groundwater, replac-
ing a building at the treat-
ment plant, demolishing 
existing water tanks and 
building a new, 250,000-gal-
lon finished water storage 
tank.

The South Well Field is 
located in an area of con-
taminated groundwater, 
which was recently added 
to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s National 
Priorities List – a list of con-
taminated sites eligible for 
remedial action financed 
under the federal Super-
fund program.

The groundwater con-
tains volatile organic com-
pounds (VOCs), including 
chemicals commonly found 
in dry cleaning solvents 
and other industrial sol-
vents and degreasers. Offi-
cials believe the VOCs may 
have come from industrial 
chemicals used or spilled in 
nearby industrial parks.

The chemicals are toxic 

but are easily removed in 
treatment, officials said.

City Manager Tom Cole-
man said Newark is hoping 
to receive infrastructure 
money for projects to fur-
ther address contaminants 
at the South Well Field as 
well as to replace aging wa-
ter mains. The city has an 
estimated 50 miles of pipe 
that needs to be replaced 
in the next 15 years, with a 
total cost of nearly $80 mil-
lion.

“Our goal is to deal with 
some of our infrastructure 
backlog and try to use the 
federal funding to keep the 
rates low for our custom-
ers,” Coleman said.

The exact amount of infra-
structure money coming to 
Newark remains to be de-
termined.

“It’s competitive process, 
so it depends on how many 
other applications come in,” 
Coleman said.

He noted that much of 
the money is earmarked to 
replace lead pipes to avoid 
contamination issues like 
what residents of Flint, 
Mich., experienced a few 
years ago.

Coleman said the city 
doesn’t have any lead pipes 
in use, but there could be 
lead connections inside 
residents’ houses. In the 
coming years, the city will 
be responsible for reach-
ing out to homeowners to 
help them determine if they 
have any lead pipes.

One simple test is trying 
to scratch the pipe with 
a coin. If it scratches, it’s 
most likely lead, Coleman 
said.

“It will likely involve us 
trying to talk to every sin-
gle customer,” he said.

Carney tours Newark 
water plant to tout 
infrastructure investments

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

City Manager Tom Coleman (right) gives Gov. John Carney and 
other state officials a tour of Newark’s South Well Field Water 
Treatment Plant.
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PART-TIME PARK RANGER

TOWNOFCHARLESTOWN

This position supports the Town with their parks, to help ensure park usage is harmonious
with neighbors and in compliance with Town rules and regulations. The position will
provide park visitors with information and directions, and provide a positive visitor
experience. The Park Ranger will interface directly with Town staff, the Cecil County
Sherriff’s Office, local elected & appointed officials, community volunteers, and the
general public. The Park Ranger will perform duties under the supervision of the Town
Administrator. This position is part-time, will work approximately 15 hours a week on
Friday afternoons, Saturdays, and Sundays, and seasonal, from April through November.
The starting salary range is $17-$19 per hour, and does not come with any Town benefits.

Please send your resume for consideration to Bryan Lightner, Town
Administrator, at blightner@charlestownmd.org, no later than Friday, April 1st
at 4pm.

Park Ranger Duties:
• Ensure Park users pay the fee at the public boat launch, located adjacent to Veteran’s

Park.
• Ensure Park users pay the appropriate parking fees and park in designated areas,

including vehicles with boat trailers.
• Issue warnings or citations when warranted and appear in District Court, if so needed.
• Maintain daily activity logs.
• Work closely with Town staff to verify park rental permits are adhered to.
• Assist fulfilling the Town’s more immediate park needs and priorities, including

assistance with traffic control during park events.
• Periodically attend staff meetings, training seminars, Commissioner meetings,

community meetings, and other special events, as needed.
• Incumbent interprets and applies a variety of rules, regulations, policies, and

procedures, which may be in conflict with one another, in assisting with and
monitoring proper park usage.

• Incumbent requires regular contact with Town officials, the Cecil County Sheriff’s
Office, and the general public, for the purpose of exchanging information, providing
instruction with park rules, and resolving any discrepancies.

• Incumbent performs a majority of duties outside in the elements, exposed to variable
weather conditions, and may patrol on foot or bicycle at various intervals. Incumbent
must have the ability to lift 50 lbs., bend, stoop, climb, and reach. Incumbent will
work occasional evening hours and holidays.

Requirements:
• High school diploma or G.E.D. certification from a recognized issuing agency.
• One (1) year of job-related experience and/or training (i.e. parks and recreation,

education, and/or customer service).
• Possession of a valid Maryland driver’s license required.
• Excellent positive public relations and customer service skills.
• Proven ability to communicate effectively both orally and in writing.
• Ability to work independently or as part of a team.
• The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

ARE YOU
HIRING?

Best place to find work 
around Maryland’s Eastern Shore

Call today to place your ad

410-770-4000

SOFTWARE
ENGINEER

Newark, DE

Design, develop and implement
software solutions.

For reqs. and to apply, visit
https://careers.jpmorgan.com
and apply to job #: 210259974.

EOE, AAE, M/F/D/V
JPMorgan Chase & Co. All rights reserved.

www.jpmorganchase.com.
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Maryland.works
FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CALL 410-770-4000, 888-431-3122, OR EMAIL CLASSADS@CHESPUB.COM

Marine Terminal has immediate
openings for the following positions:

ACCOUNT COORDINATOR - Entry level opening for
an Account Coordinator. Interested applicants must
have knowledge of Excel spreadsheets along with
Microsoft Word. Any AS400 computer experience is a
plus. Hours are 7:30a.m. – 4p.m.,Monday – Friday.

ACCESSORY INSTALLERS – applicants should have
some experience installing parts in vehicles and
have basic tools. (Union position)

FIPPER - FIRST INSPECTION PROCESSORS – prep
vehicles to dealer standards. (Union position)

DRIVERS

Normal work hours are from 6:00 a.m. to 2:45 pm.
Monday thru Friday. Any overtime is mandatory.

All applicants must have a Maryland driver’s license
with 2 or less points on their driving record. They
must be able to provide their driving record, birth
certificate or Social Security card at interview and
must pass a drug screen.

Applicants will also need to be able to obtain a
Transportation Worker Identification Card. (TWIC)

Email resumes to jcollins@amports.com
or fax to 410-282-0821.

General Shop Worker
in Iron Shop

General ShopWorker for assembly, weaving, grinding,

drilling, punch press and painting. Part Time possible.

Full range of company benefits include

Health & Major Medical, Dental, Sick Pay, Life Insurance. EOE

7920 Stansbury Road | Baltimore, MD 21222
(off of Merritt Blvd and Peninsula Expressway)

Apply in person or send resume to sales@g-sco.com

ARE YOU
HIRING?

Best place to find work 
around Maryland’s Eastern Shore

Call today to place your ad

410-770-4000

Newark, DE

Landscapers/Weeders Hiring

Landscaping/Weeding experience and own

transportation a must. Be highly motivated, work

as part of a team, and take direction. Be able

to use hand/power tools. Skill based pay. Can

be young or old. Monday-Thursday. No drugs,
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Electrician Helpers needed

5996 Tilghman Island Rd, Tilghman, MD 21671 | (410) 886-2580 | fluhartyselectric.com

Serving Anne Arundel, Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne,Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico & Worcester Counties

to assist our electricians with various installations, system troubleshooting, and other tasks. Full-time 40+ hours per week. Competitive

pay based on experience. We offer excellent benefits. Tools and transportation to jobs provided. References will be required.

CALL 410-886-2580.

Maryland.works
FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CALL 410-770-4000, 888-431-3122, OR EMAIL CLASSADS@CHESPUB.COM

MASTER & FIRST CLASS PLUMBERS

NEEDED FOR WORK IN THE TRISTATE AREA.

Salary commensurate with experience, benefits after 90 day

probationary period. Must be able to lift 50+ pounds, able to

work some Saturdays and some evenings, Sundays off.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 302-588-6963

ASSISTANT DOCKMASTER /
FACILITIES ASSISTANT

TOWNOF CHESTERTOWN

Chestertown Marina is currently accepting applications/resumes for a
seasonal Asst Dockmaster/Facilities Asst. This position is responsible

for the safe docking of vessels up to 60’ and the general operations of the
docks & fuel dock. Must be able to manage the arrival and departure of
vessels and maintain a safe clean environment and facility grounds. Daily
duties include line handling, assisting vessels and crew, communications
via VHF radio and phone, cleaning and light maintenance of buildings
and grounds. Must provide a high level of customer service and always
present a welcoming and professional image. Report to and act in the
absence of the Marina Manager. 4 day work wk, 8 hr shifts. Weekend &

Holidays required. Apr 27th to Nov 12th.

Send applications/resumes to kim@chestertown.com
or fax to 410-778-4378

The Town of Chestertown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Marketplace
FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CALL 410-770-4000, 888-431-3122, OR EMAIL CLASSADS@CHESPUB.COM

Upper Chesapeake

CONNECTING OUR 
COMMUNITIES

apgchesapeake.com | 410-822-1500 | info@chespub.com

SPECIALTY PUBLICATIONS

LIMELIGHTUPPER CHESAPEAKE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT, ACTIVITIES,                WEEKLY TV LISTINGS, AND MORE!

Weekend of June 4, 2021

GARDEN

THE

PAGE

AChapel Hart takes the stage at Rams HeadChapel Hart takes the stage at Rams Head
PAGE 2

weddingChesapeake Bay

C O C K T A I L S F L O R A L S C O U P L E S

S P R I N G  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 1

O N  L O C A T I O N

A look at some of the area’s 
finest wedding venues

Mobile bars bring the fun  
to your big day

Transforming single blooms 
into an elegant bouquet

Inspiring weddings from 
around the regionweddingChesapeake Bay

B U D G E T I N G D E L I C A C I E S C O U P L E S

S P R I N G  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 1

O N  L O C A T I O N

A look at some of the area’s 
finest wedding venues

CHESAPEAKE BAY W
EDDING

SPRING 2021

The difference between then 
and now, 1981-2021

Choosing the right treats for 
you and your guests

Inspiring weddings from 
around the region

WELCOME HOME
M A R Y L A N D  R E A L  E S TAT E  A N D  H E L P F U L  H O M E O W N E R  T I P S  |  M AY  2 0 2 1

WOW BATHROOMS!  

EASY FIXES TO MAKE 

YOUR BATHROM 

REALLY POP!

CLOSING 

WHAT TO EXPECT 

WHEN SIGING 

YOUR MORTGAGE

REBUILDING

WORLD WAR II VETERAN 

GETS UPGRADE TO HIS 

LIVING QUARTERS

SUMMER!
GET READY FOR WARM 

WEATHER AND THE OUTDOORS!

Welcome Home
First week of each month

Lime Light
Every Thursday in the Cecil Whig

Chesapeake Wedding
Spring & Fall editions

APG Chesapeake is a thriving media 
company providing print, digital, and 

social solutions across the Chesapeake 
region and beyond.  With 11 offices and 
over 200 associates in Maryland alone, 

our people empower brands by connecting 
them with the audiences that enable them 

to grow.  When you partner with APG 
Chesapeake, you will find that our 

people make the difference. 

Who is 
APG Chesapeake?

Cecil Whig
Every Wednesday & Friday

The Dundalk Eagle
Every Thursday

The Avenue News
Every Friday

Newark Post
Every Friday

The Susquehanna Press
Every Friday

UPPER-CHESAPEAKEYOUR AD 

COULD BE 

HERE

410-770-4000

*

*

Help Wanted
Full Time

IT Business Relationship Manager / 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP / 
Wilmington, DE (FT M-F). Dvlp  
scalable, resilient, innovative & 
 secure technology solutions to 
provide competitive advantage. 
Reqs: Must have a Bachelor’s deg 
or foreign equiv in IT or rel + 5 yrs 
of progressively resp exp in the 
position offd or rel. Must have 5 yrs 
of progressively resp exp in each 
of the following: BigData, including 
Spark, Scala, Hive, Impala, Scoop, 
HDFS, & Yarn; Cloud Technologies 
AWS, including EC2, S3, EMR, 
ECS, IAM, VPC, Auto Scaling, Load 
balancing, Red shift, Lamda, RDS, 
& CloudWatch; ETL tools, including 
Informatica; Business Intelligence 
tools, including Microstrategy, 
Qliksense, & Business Objects; 
Databases including Oracle & SQL 
server; Data modeling including 
Erwin & IDERA; Prgmg languages 
including Python & Scala language; 
UNIX shell scripting to dsgn & dvlp 
common module frameworks, audit 
controls, data pipelines, 
 reconciliation dashboards & error 
reporting; Finance & Commercial  
applications, including SAP HANA 
BW, Concur, Veeva, Reltio, 
Viewpoint, & Master Data 
 Management; Global Payment 
Transparency Reporting, 
 including US Open Payments 
Sunshine Reporting to ensure timely 
reporting of transparency data to 
regulatory authorities per the reqmts 
of each market & country. Apply: 
http://www.astrazenecacareers.com. 
Enter “R-133820” as the “Keyword,” 
& click “Search Roles.” No calls 
please. EOE.

Mobile Homes

***WANTED***
Motor Homes * Travel Trailers

BUYING * SELLING * TRADING

CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME 

Call Kevin Alexander

302-653-1234 

AlexanderRV.com 

ALEXANDER RV CENTER 

2714 Sudlersville Rd. 
(Rt. 300 West of Kenton) 

Clayton, DE 19938

Lots/Acreage
for Sale

DAHLGREN/KING 
GEORGE, VA

        3.6 ACRES - $84,900
Big hardwoods on a hilltop.  

5 minutes to Rte. 301 bridge. 
   Call 540-286-0658

Electronics

3 Wireless Microphones. 
1 Lapel Microphone.  

Excellent condition $125 
443-298-9814

Furniture

High Back Black Office Chair 
$20. Leave Message 

 443-298-9817

Children/
Baby Items

Fisher Price Activity Walker . 
Like New.$25. 443-298-9817

Green Toddler Bike , Good 
Condition. Grandson outgrew. 

$20. Text 443-298-9817

General
Merchandise

MEATER Plus Probe
Like new condition, only used 4 

times. $70
443-926-1280

Yard Sales

CHESAPEAKE CITY MD
1048 N St Augustine Rd

9AM-3PM
Friday, 4/1 & Sat, 4/2

Household item, Fine china, 
kitchen items, toaster, stereo 

system, furniture, couch, 
rocking chairs, end tables, 

Knick knacks and much more.  

COMMUNITY YARD SALE
800-900 blocks Nesbitt  Rd 

Colora
April 2 2022. 8am -2pm

Community Yard Sale  
Multiple homes- misc. items

NORTH EAST
15 Orchard Road

April 1-3, 8AM-3PM
Indoor estate sale, furniture, 
household items, glassware, 

and more.

Wanted to Buy

Local 
Collector 

Buying 
Older comic 
books- will 
pay more 
than the 
dealers. 

Best $ paid 

for pre-1980 collections- turn 
them into cash this week.
Call Jeff 410-900-0673

MILITARY ITEMS WANTED 
Patches, Flight Jackets, 

Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia, 
Medals, etc. 

Call/Text Dan 202-841-3062

OLD ITEMS WANTED
Police, CIA, FBI, NASA, 

Lighters, Toys, Scouts, Aviation, 
Knives, etc.

Call/Text Dan 202-841-3062

Good Things
To Eat

Cordova Firehouse 
Good Friday Fish Fry. 

TO-GO dinners include Fried 
Fish, Mac & Cheese, Green 
Beans, Stewed Tomatoes, 

Apple Sauce, Biscuit & Bottle 
Water. $15 each or $18 w/ extra 

fish. Pre Order to Jeanie @ 
410-829-7214 by 4/11. 
Bake Sale available! 

Trailers

Loadstar Motorcycle Trailer  
Brand new!  

Tagged until Aug 2022 
 $1,100 OBO 302-731-7818

Wanted to Buy
Autos

WANTED: 
RV’s or Travel trailers, Cars, 
Trucks, SUV’s, any condition. 

Cash Buyer. Will pay more 
than anybody else! 

 No hassle. 
Call Jr: 443-414-4145
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Public Notices
FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CALL 1-877-659-2190, OR EMAIL LEGALS@CHESPUB.COM

Upper Chesapeake

Legal Notice

Uncle John’s BBQ Stand has on March 17, 2022 applied for a liquor license 
for wine and beer to include a patio variance with live entertainment with the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Commissioner for Uncle John’s BBQ Stand for a 
premises located at 2509 Philadelphia Pike Claymont, DE 19703. Persons who 
are against this application should provide written notice of their objections to 
the Commissioner. For the Commissioner to be required to hold a hearing to 
consider additional input from persons against this application, the Commis-
sioner must receive one or more documents containing a total of at least 10 
signatures of residents or property owners located within 1 mile of the prem-
ises or in any incorporated areas located within 1 mile of the premises. The 
protest(s) must be filed with the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commissioner at 
the 3rd floor, Carvel State Office Building, 820 North French Street, Wilming-
ton, DE 19801. The protest(s) must be received by the Commissioner’s office 
on or before April 15, 2022. Failure to file such a protest may result in the Com-
missioner considering the application without further notice, input, or hearing. 
If you have questions regarding this matter please contact the Commissioner’s 
Office.

2979941 NP                     3/25,4/1,4/8/2022

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE STATE OF
DELAWARE IN AND FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME:
BRENDA T WRIGHT
Petitioner(s)
TO
BRENDA JEAN THOMAS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that BRENDA T WRIGHT in-
tends to present a Petition to the Court of Common Pleas for 
the State of Delaware to change his/her name to BRENDA 
JEAN THOMAS.

BRENDA T WRIGHT,
Petitioner

Dated: 02/28/2022

2978133, NP 3/18, 3/25, 4/1/2022

LEGAL NOTICE

I, AFUA TENA AMOH, residing at 2705 CHRISTIANA MEAD-
OWS, BEAR, DE, 19701, will make application to the judges 
of the Superior Court of the State of Delaware in and for New 
Castle County at Wilmington for the next term for a license to 
carry a concealed deadly weapon, or weapons for the protection 
of my person(s), or property, or both.

AFUA TENA AMOH,
03/28/2022

2981035, NP 4/1/2022

LEGAL NOTICE

I, MARCUS WADE MORRIS, residing at 333 NORMAN 
DRIVE, NEWARK, DE, 19702, will make application to the 
judges of the Superior Court of the State of Delaware in and 
for New Castle County at Wilmington for the next term for a 
license to carry a concealed deadly weapon, or weapons for the 
protection of my person(s), or property, or both.

MARCUS WADE MORRIS,
03/18/1985

2980728, NP 4/1/2022

C-J’S FENCING & DECKS LLC

ALUMINUM FENCE IN STOCK

717-598-2712

Sales and Installation
on Vinyl Privacy and

Picket Fences
Post and Board • Woven Wire

High-Tensile

Installation Available

54” High x 72” 3 Rail, 5/8 Pickets,
3 13/16” Spacing,

Residential Series • Matte Black
(POOL CODE)

Discount

PA # 143903 / MHIC # 144089

5% OFF
200 feet of more
of aluminum fence
installed when you
mention code 22133
Valid now through

3/31/2022

Contractor/Home Improvement Home Improvement

RON’S REMODELING
&HANDYMAN SERVICES
Excellent Customer Service for Over 35 Years MHIC#29940

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Windows • Doors

Plumbing Leaks • Water Heaters • Roof Leaks

Drywall Repairs • Carpentry • Painting

Flooring • Porches • Sheds • Ceiling Fans

Basement Repairs • All Home Repairs

410-937-5997

Roofi ng

OCTORARA

ROOFING AND

EXTERIORS LLC

OCTORARA

ROOFING AND

EXTERIORS LLC

Specializing in Residental Roofing,
Free Estimates, Soffit, Fascia & Gutters

717-826-8528

cen Insured

Supply Services Tree Service

Larson’s
Tree Service & Landscaping, Ltd

(410) 392-5175
SINCE 1978

Larsos

Landscaping & Maintenance
Mulching, Rake & Seed
Hydroscaping, SOD & Planting
Snow Removal

g

Site Stabilization, Silt Fence,
RetainingWalls, Stack &

Decorative Stone

1978

Fully Insured
MHIC # 73466

Tree Expert # 001010
arsontreeservice@comcast.net

SINCCE 1

la

Certified Tree Experts
Tree Removal, Stump Grinding,
Pruning, Reforestation,
Fire Wood, Land Clearing

MdServiceDirectory.com
FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CALL 410-770-4000, 888-431-3122, OR EMAIL CLASSADS@CHESPUB.COM

Financial Services

MANAGE YOUR RISK FOR RETIREMENT

AMERICA’S FIXED ANNUITY

* LIFETIME INCOME *

14% INTEREST GROWTH FOR 10 YEARS

INSURANCE COMPANY FOUNDED IN 1851

INFORMATION: 410-641-0378

LEGAL NOTICE

APRIL QUARTER 2021/22 SUPPLEMENTAL 
ASSESSMENTS

 The new assessed values for each parcel on the Supplemental 
Assessment roll for New Castle County and school taxes for the 
April Quarter of the 2021/22 tax year may be inspected by con-
tacting the New Castle County Office of Finance, Assessment Di-
vision (“Assessment”) at (302) 395-5520. A representative from 
Assessment can be reached between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. Owing to COVID-19, the New Castle 
County Government Center, located at 87 Reads Way, Corporate 
Commons, New Castle, DE, 19720, is closed to the public. 
 These Supplemental Assessments will become effective  
April 1, 2022. Forms to appeal these Supplemental Assessments 
may be obtained by contacting Assessment, or at https://www.
nccde.org/DocumentCenter/View/1063/ 
 Appeal forms must be completed and filed with Assessment no 
later than 4:00 p.m. on April 30, 2022. The Board of Assessment 
Review of New Castle County will meet in the New Castle County 
Government Center, virtually, or some other public place to be 
announced, to hear appeals from these Supplemental Assess-
ments. The exact dates and times of such hearings will be pro-
vided to the appellants in accordance with 9 Del. C. Sec. 8311. 

2980450 NP                    3/25,4/1/2022

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
1-877-659-2190

email: legals@chespub.com
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NCC SHERIFF’S SALE REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC SALE AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING, 800 N. FRENCH STREET, WILMINGTON, DE 19801 
WILL BE HELD TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2022 AT 10:00 A.M.

**FACE COVERING AND SOCIAL DISTANCING IS REQUIRED AND WILL BE MONITORED AND STRICTLY ENFORCED THROUGHOUT 
THE SALE. CASH DEPOSITS ARE NOT ACCEPTED. TO PURCHASE A SHERIFF SALE PROPERTY, ALL BIDDERS MUST REGISTER AT 
8:30 A.M. ON THE DAY OF SALE. *** YOU MUST HAVE A VALID STATE ISSUED ID, A $5,000 CASHIER CHECK PAYABLE TO NCC SHER-

IFF AND A PERSONAL OR BUSINESS CHECKBOOK (NO STARTER CHECKS) TO PAY THE BALANCE OF SALE DEPOSIT***

***TERMS OF SALE -  MORTGAGE FORECLOSURES AND JUDGMENTS: 20% DOWN AT TIME OF SALE, 
BALANCE DUE ON OR BEFORE MAY 16, 2022.

TAX SALES: FULL PURCHASE PRICE DUE AT TIME OF SALE. PROPERTY MARKED WITH AN ASTERISK (*) REQUIRE BIDDER PRE-
QUALIFICATION AND IS SUBJECT TO PLAINTIFF’S APPROVAL. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON PARTICULAR PROPERTIES: 

 www.nccde.org/sheriff and www.nccde.org/parcelview

For property title information, see the Recorder of Deeds website at www.nccde.org/deeds

SCOTT T. PHILLIPS, SHERIFF www.nccde.org/sheriff

  TYPE SHERIFF# ADDRESS     PARCEL
 MTG 22-000753  200 ODESSA WAY NEWARK 19711   1805900014
 MTG 22-000762  1 MATTHEWS ROAD NEWARK 19713   1100240335
 MTG 22-000847  608 SHUE DRIVE NEWARK 19713   0902230108
 MTG 22-000869  211 N. BRIDLEWOOD DRIVE NEWARK 19702  1102710057
 MTG 22-000874  606 VALLEY RUN BEAR 19701   1102720167
 MTG 22-000875  16 DEMPSEY DRIVE NEWARK 19713   0902220012
 MTG 22-000882  26 BASTILLE LOOP NEWARK 19702   1102530032
 MTG 22-000893  67 DANVERS COURT NEWARK 19702   0903740189
 TAX 22-000900  *0 NEW GRANVILLE ROAD TAX PARCEL   0803040234
    #08-030.40-234 WILMINGTON 19808   
 TAX 22-000902  *0 NEW GRANVILLE ROAD TAX PARCEL   0803040174
    #08-030.40-174 WILMINGTON 19808   
 MTG 22-000945  2011 OLD KIRKWOOD ROAD BEAR 19701  1103900025
 MTG 22-000969  2517 GRENDON DRIVE WILMINGTON 19808  0804340338
 MTG 22-001196  109 NEWTON DRIVE BEAR 19701   1003310774
 TAX 22-001212  *3218 BROOKLINE ROAD WILMINGTON 19808  0803640357
 TAX 22-001214  *2505 MCCAWBER DRIVE WILMINGTON 19808  0803830223
 JUDG 22-001238  1406 BRAKEN AVENUE WILMINGTON 19808  0803000065C0100
 MTG 22-001239  7 BRYAN CIRCLE BEAR 19701   1104640207

2980372 NP                                4/1,4/8/2022

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE STATE OF
DELAWARE IN AND FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME:
LYNZY LYNN FORAKER
Petitioner(s)
TO
LYNZY LYNN GATLIN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that LYNZY LYNN FORAKER 
intends to present a Petition to the Court of Common Pleas for 
the State of Delaware to change his/her name to LYNZY LYNN 
GATLIN.

LYNZY LYNN FORAKER,
Petitioner

Dated: 03/11/2022

2979383, NP 3/18, 3/25, 4/1/2022

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE STATE OF
DELAWARE IN AND FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME:
CHRISTOPHER LEE HARMON
Petitioner(s)
TO
CLIO CHRISTINE HARMON

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that CHRISTOPHER LEE HAR-
MON intends to present a Petition to the Court of Common 
Pleas for the State of Delaware to change his/her name to CLIO 
CHRISTINE HARMON.

CHRISTOPHER LEE HARMON,
Petitioner

Dated: 02/25/2022

2978001, NP 3/18, 3/25, 4/1/2022

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE STATE OF
DELAWARE IN AND FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME:
MARTIN A. BURNETT
Petitioner(s)
TO
MARTIN A. FISCHER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that MARTIN A. BURNETT in-
tends to present a Petition to the Court of Common Pleas for 
the State of Delaware to change his/her name to MARTIN A. 
FISCHER.

MARTIN A. BURNETT,
Petitioner

Dated: 03/09/2022

2978975, NP 3/18, 3/25, 4/1/2022

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE STATE OF
DELAWARE IN AND FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME:
NICHOLAS ROBERT DOYLE
Petitioner(s)
TO
HARPER ZEPHYR DOYLE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that NICHOLAS ROBERT 
DOYLE intends to present a Petition to the Court of Common 
Pleas for the State of Delaware to change his/her name to 
HARPER ZEPHYR DOYLE.

NICHOLAS ROBERT DOYLE,
Petitioner

Dated: 02/24/2022

2977748, NP 3/18, 3/25, 4/1/2022

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE STATE OF
DELAWARE IN AND FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME:
ZENA OLIVER
Petitioner(s)
TO
ZENA PERKINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that ZENA OLIVER intends to 
present a Petition to the Court of Common Pleas for the State 
of Delaware to change his/her name to ZENA PERKINS.

ZENA OLIVER,
Petitioner

Dated: 03/23/2022

2980575, NP 4/1, 4/8, 4/15/2022

LEGAL NOTICE

I, KATHLEEN G DAVENPORT, residing at 7 BERLEY CT, , 
DE, 19702, will make application to the judges of the Superior 
Court of the State of Delaware in and for New Castle County at 
Wilmington for the next term for a license to carry a concealed 
deadly weapon, or weapons for the protection of my person(s), 
or property, or both.

KATHLEEN G DAVENPORT,
07/21/1956

2981132, NP 4/1/2022

LEGAL NOTICE

I, MARY ANN CRONIN, residing at 6 BERLEY CT, NEWARK, 
DE, 19702, will make application to the judges of the Superior 
Court of the State of Delaware in and for New Castle County at 
Wilmington for the next term for a license to carry a concealed 
deadly weapon, or weapons for the protection of my person(s), 
or property, or both.

MARY ANN CRONIN,
03/29/2022

2981131, NP 4/1/2022

CITY OF NEWARK
Newark, Delaware

Traffic Committee
Meeting Notice

The Traffic Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 19, 
2022, has been canceled due to a lack of agenda items.

2981271 NP                                                                                      4/1/2022

CITY OF NEWARK
DELAWARE

COUNCIL MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE

The April 4, 11 and 18, 2022 regularly scheduled Council meet-
ings have been cancelled. The Council organizational meeting 
will be held on April 21, 2022 and the next regularly scheduled 
meeting will be on April 25, 2022.

/tas

2981272 NP                                                                                                   4/1,4/8,4/15/2022

CITY OF NEWARK
DELAWARE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Council of the City of Newark, at its regular meeting held March 28, 2022 adopted the following 
Ordinances:  

 Ordinance 22-06 –  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 32, Zoning, Code of the City of 
   Newark, Delaware, By Allowing Microbreweries and Craft Distilleries  
   in the BB Zone by Special Use Permit

 Ordinance 22-09 – An Ordinance Amending the Comprehensive Development Plan by  
   Adding the Revitalization of George Reed Public Housing to Chapter  
   5, Housing and Community Development 

        Tara A. Schiano 
        City Secretary

2981278 NP                                                                                                                            4/1/2022

WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE AS YOUR

For more information contact your Legal Advertising Team

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

legals@chespub.com

410.770.4080



CONNECT WITH US NEWARK POST    4.1.2022LOCAL NEWS16

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

Newarkers of all faiths 
joined together March 23 for 
a vigil in support of Ukraine.

The event, which drew 
more than 50 people, was 
hosted by Calvary Baptist 
Church and co-sponsored 
by Head of Christiana Pres-
byterian Church, New Ark 
United Church of Christ, 
the Islamic Society of Dela-
ware and the Delaware Sikh 
Awareness Coalition.

“We gather tonight 
shocked and saddened at 
the brutality and scope of 
Russia’s invasion of the sov-
ereign country of Ukraine,” 
said the Rev. Corey Fields, 
pastor of Calvary Baptist. 
“This act of violence and 
aggression on Ukraine has 
already displaced more than 
10 million people and killed 
thousands.”

During times of tragedy, it 
can be easy to wonder what 
good a prayer vigil can do, 
Fields said. On one level, 
“thoughts and prayers” 
aren’t enough, he said, issu-
ing a call to action to those 
in attendance, encouraging 
them to donate to charities 
and call their congressional 
representatives.

However, prayer has a role 
to play, too, Fields argued.

“Prayer, as I see it, is 
a counter-cultural act by 
which we acknowledge our 
dependence on something 
beyond ourselves and the 
connection we have with 
all of humanity through the 
one who created us,” he 
said. “Prayer is a means by 
which we tap into the cord 
that connects us all, a cord 
that is not of our own mak-
ing. And prayer is how we 
are reminded that peace and 
justice and love are not sim-
ply our own internal desire, 
but the very fabric and pat-
tern into which the universe 
is woven.”

Rabbi Jacob Lieberman, of 
Temple Beth El, agreed.

“It is the job of religion to 
make human beings inca-
pable of living in a broken 
world, so much so that we 
have no choice but to fix it,” 
Lieberman said.

Irfan Patel, from the Is-
lamic Society of Delaware, 
led the attendees in prayer 
for an end to the war.

“As we witness this calam-
ity unfold in Ukraine, we ask 
Allah, we ask God, to bring 
an end to the suffering of 
the people impacted by this 
needless war,” Patel said. 
“O God, grant wisdom to 
the leaders to stray toward 
peace and guide them to 
overcome their egos and he-
gemonistic plans and guide 
them to work toward the 
betterment of the world.”

Attendees also watched 
a recorded message from 
Vadim Medvedev, a resi-
dent of Kyiv who is still in 
the warzone. Medvedev 
is friends with Charanjeet 
Singh Minhas from the 
Delaware Sikh Awareness 

Coalition.
Medvedev described being 

awoken several times a night 
by air raid sirens and how 
he and his neighbors have 
learned the basic rules of sur-
vival, such as making sure to 
take refuge in an interior room 
during bombing attacks.

He noted there are long 
lines of people signing up to 
join the fight.

“There’s such unbeliev-

able unity of everyone in the 
city and in the country,” he 
said.

Medvedev had a message 
for the Russians and Vladi-
mir Putin.

“Yes, you can demolish 
us, you can kill us, you can 
do whatever you want to do, 
you can do what you did in 
Syria and demolish the city 
stone by stone and create 
a humanitarian crisis,” he 

said. “Yes, he can do that. 
But we will not surrender.”

Medvedev thanked Ameri-
cans and others around the 
world for their support.

“We feel every prayer you 

make, believe me. We feel 
we are not alone,” he said. 
“Nobody is leaving us alone. 
We feel every word of hope 
you guys are giving us from 
across the ocean.”

Interfaith vigil offers prayers for Ukraine
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Calvary Baptist Church hosted a prayer vigil for Ukraine on March 23.
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The Rev. Corey Fields, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, speaks 
at a prayer vigil for Ukraine.
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Vadim Medvedev, a resident of Ukraine, speaks in a recorded 
message from Kyiv.
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Calvary Baptist Church hosted a prayer vigil for Ukraine on 
March 23.

By JOSH SHANNON

jshannon@chespub.com

A Newark-area church held a commu-
nity prayer vigil for Ukraine on Sunday 
evening.

“God of all peace and comfort, look 
with mercy upon the nation of Ukraine. 
Grant to them peace and security,” the 
Rev. Dr. John Rickert, pastor of Our Re-
deemer Lutheran Church, said, leading 

attendees in prayer. “May the current 
war, which Putin is unjustly waging 
against them, not cause your children to 
lose faith in you but cause them to trust 
even more in you.”

The small church is located in the 
Chestnut Hill Estates neighborhood, be-
hind Delaware School for the Deaf.

All donations collected during the 
event will be matched by Lutheran 
World Relief. In addition to prayers, Lu-

theran teams are collaborating with part-
ners in and around Ukraine. Donations 
will deliver urgent support to include 
food, shelter, medicine and clinic sup-
plies to those who have fled their homes.

“Many families have been displaced. 
They need our prayers and help now,” 
Rickert said. “It is our hope that this vigil 
will rally the community in prayer and 
good will to make a difference where the 
need is urgent.”

Prayer service at Newark church 
shows support for Ukraine
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The Rev. Dr. John Rickert, pastor of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, leads a prayer service for Ukraine on Sunday evening.


