














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Mr. William C. Scott, Treasurer

Friends of the John Dickinson Maasion, Inc.
P.O. Box 189

Selbyville, Delaware 19975

Enclosed is check covering reservations at $7.50 each for the buffet
dinner following the annual meeting at the Mansion outside Dover on Monday, June 2,
1975. Guests are most welcome.

Name

Guests’ Names

Your Address

CockrAlLs (Dutch Treat) - 6:00 pm. ¢ DINNER - 7:00 p.m.
Please make check to Friends of the John Dickinson Mansion, Inc.




Mr. William C. Scott
FRIENDS OF THE JOHN DICKINSON MANSION, INC.
P. O. Box 189

Selbyville, Delaware 19975




ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 1975-1976
FRIENDS OF THE JOHN DICKINSON MANSION, INCORPORATED

Name

Street Address
City, State and Zip Code

Enclosed is

$ 5.00 for Active Membership O
$10.00 for Contributing Membership []
$25.00 for Sustaining Membership O

Please mail return to
WiLrLiam C. Scort, P.O. Box 189, Selbyville, Delaware 19975

A society for extension of public knowledge about John Dickinson and his Mansion.
Contributions are tax deductible within the limits of the law.




Sponsvred by
THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION, STATE OF DELAWARE
and
THE FRIENDS OF THE JOHN DICKINSON MANSION, INC.

LO. Ln 710, Do, Dilanurs

In May of 1956 the boyhood home of John Dickinson was opened to the public following restoration,
furnishing and landscaping. Since then thousands of people have visited the Mansion, many of whom
desired further information regarding this noted statesman who helped found our Country.

John Dickinson (1732-1808) studied law in Philadelphia and at the Middle Temple in London; he
was a member of the Assembly of Delaware in 1760; member of the Pennsylvania Assembly in 1762 and
1764; delegate to the Colonial Congress in 1765; member of Continental Congress from Pennsylvania
1774-1776 and from Delaware in 1776-1777, 1779 and 1780; drafted the Articles of Confederation; Presi-
dent of Delaware State 1781 and President of Pennsylvania 1782-1785; chairman of the Annapolis Con-
vention of 1787; framer of the Delaware Constitution of 1792.

He was known as the ‘“*“Penman of the Revolution’’ as he drafted most of the principal documents of
the Continental Congress up to the Declaration of Independence. He was also famous for his Letters Of
A Farmer In Pennsylvania written in 1768; his A Somg for American Freedom and The Letters of Fabius
which advocated the adoption of the Federal Constitution.

No source work on John Dickinson has appeared since The Life And Times of Jobn Dickinson,
1732-1808 by Charles J. Stille, Philadelphia 1891 and The Writings of Jobn Dickinson...Political Writings
1764-1774 by Paul L. Ford, Philadelphia 1895, both published by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
It is believed the extensive correspondence of this man, who contributed so much toward the founding of
this Nation, will reveal many interesting aspects of the formative years of our Country and provide a
better understanding of the importance of John Dickinson.

The object of this project is to locate and acquire photocopies of all letters, both public and
personal, written by John Dickinson or to him. We will expect to pay the cost of photoduplication and
shipping charges. If you have letters of John Dickinson in your possession or know of any, will you
please communicate with the editor of this project?

Leon deValinger, Jr., Editor
Hall of Records
Dover, Delaware




Sponsvred by
THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION, STATE OF DELAWARE
and
THE FRIENDS OF THE JOHN DICKINSON MANSION, INC.

Fwly S0 o, WL, Ve

In May of 1956 the boyhood home of John Dickinson was opened to the public following restoration,
furnishing and landscaping. Since then thousands of people have visited the Mansion, many of whom
desired further information regarding this noted statesman who helped found our Country.

John Dickinson (1732-1808) studied law in Philadelphia and at the Middle Temple in London; he
was a member of the Assembly of Delaware in 1760; member of the Pennsylvania Assembly in 1762 and
1764; delegate to the Colonial Congress in 1765; member of Continental Congress from Pennsylvania
1774-1776 and from Delaware in 1776-1777, 1779 and 1780; drafted the Articles of Confederation; Presi-
dent of Delaware State 1781 and President of Pennsylvania 1782-1785; chairman of the Annapolis Con-
vention of 1787; framer of the Delaware Constitution of 1792.

He was known as the '‘Penman of the Revolution’’ as he drafted most of the principal documents of
the Continental Congress up to the Declaration of Independence. He was also famous for his Lesters Of
A Farmer In Pennsylvania written in 1768; his A Somg for American Freedom and The Letters of Fabius
which advocated the adoption of the Federal Constitution.

No source work on John Dickinson has appeared since The Life And Times of Jobn Dickinson,
1732-1808 by Charles ]. Stille, Philadelphia 1891 and The Writings of Jobn Dickinson...Political Writings
1764-1774 by Paul L. Ford, Philadelphia 1895, both published by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
It is believed the extensive correspondence of this man, who contributed so much toward the founding of
this Nation, will reveal many interesting aspects of the formative years of our Country and provide a
better understanding of the importance of John Dickinson.

The object of this project is to locate and acquire photocopies of all letters, both public and
personal, written by John Dickinson or to him. We will expect to pay the cost of photoduplication and
shipping charges. If you have letters of John Dickinson in your possession or know of any, will you
please communicate with the editor of this project?

Leon deValinger, Jr., Editor
Hall of Records
Dover, Delaware
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desired further information regarding this noted statesman who helped found our Country.
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vention of 1787; framer of the Delaware Constitution of 1792.

He was known as the “‘Penman of the Revolution’’ as he drafted most of the principal documents of
the Continental Congress up to the Declaration of Independence. He was also famous for his Letters Of
A Farmer In Pennsylvania written in 1768; his A Song for American Freedom and The Letters of Fabius
which advocated the adoption of the Federal Constitution.

No source work on John Dickinson has appeared since The Life And Times of Jobn Dickinson,
1732-1808 by Charles J. Stille, Philadelphia 1891 and The Writings of Jobn Dickinson...Political Writings
1764-1774 by Paul L. Ford, Philadelphia 1895, both published by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
It is believed the extensive correspondence of this man, who contributed so much towatd the founding of
this Nation, will reveal many interesting aspects of the formative years of our Country and provide a
better understanding of the importance of John Dickinson.

The object of this project is to locate and acquire photocopies of all letters, both public and
personal, written by John Dickinson or to him. We will expect to pay the cost of photoduplication and
shipping charges. If you have letters of John Dickinson in your possession or know of any, will you
please communicate with the editor of this project?

Leon deValinger, Jr., Editor
Hall of Records
Dover, Delaware
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Mr. & Mrs. Leon deVallnger, Jr.
100 Rodney Road
Dover, Del. 19901




FRIENDS OF THE JOHN DICKINSON MANSION
INCORPORATETD
P. O. Box 1243
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19899




FRIENDS OF THE JOHN DICKINSON MANSION

INCORPORATIED
P. O. Box 1243
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19899

November 3, 1970

John Dickinson Dinner - November 12
" Wilcastle Center 6:30 P.M.

Dear Friend:

LIFT YOUR SIGHTS - GET SOME PERSPECTIVE

Now that the elections are over, take a one
night's journey back into history for some perspective
on the Delaware political scene....It's been going on
for over 200 years....But have the fundamental issues
really changed?

Join us for an enjoyable evening and to
learn more about Delaware's foremost national figure.
Hear Dr. Milton E. Flower on his forthcoming book on

John Dickinson....the lst ever.

Deadline for reservations - Monday the 9th.

Call me for particulars. Dover 674-0118.

Sincerely yours,

Fore,

Henry R. Horsgy
President

A SOCIETY FOR EXTENSION OF PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE ABOUT JOHN DICKINSON AND HIS MANSION




to the Dickinson family have been acquired for
display in the mansion. For example, the arm
chair inthelibrary was John Dickinson's, as was
the English bracket clock in the parlor. Many
pieces of silver in the dining room are engraved
with the Dickinson family crest. The Dickinson
items have been supplemented by carefully
chosen, valuable antiques which are typical of
the area and era.

This handsome building, a Registered National
Historic Landmark, stands today as anexcellent
example of eighteenth-century Delaware planta-
tion architecture and as a living reminder of
one of the great founders of our nation.

2.7 miies to 4
10 miles to 5
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The John Dickinson Mansion is part of the state
museum system. Other state-owned sites near
Dover include: (1) Old State House; (2) State
Museum; (3) Hall of Records; (4) Octagonal
Schoolhouse; and (5) the Allee House.

The Mansion is open, free of charge, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, and 1 p.m. to 5 p.
m. on Sunday. It is closed Mondays, Thanksgiving,
Easter, and Christmas. For group reservations,
write to the John Dickinson Mansion, Box 796, Dover,
or call (302)734-9439,

DELAWARE'S
Jobir Dickinson

Mansion

Administered by

Division of Historical & Cultural Affairs
Hall of Records

DOVER




John Dickinson, '""Penman of the Revolution,"
was born November 2, 1732 at Crosiadore, the
estate of his parents, Samuel and Mary Cad-
walader Dickinson, in Talbot County, Maryland.
Several years later the Dickinsons moved to Kent
County, Delaware, and by 1740 Samuel Dickinson
had finished building a new house for his family
on St. Jones Neck near Dover.

The house that Samuel Dickinson built was a
five-bay, Middle-Georgian brick mansion, laid
in Flemish bond, with black-glazed headers. The
first floor of the original house has a spacious
central hallway, a library, a parlor, and a large
room that occasionally served as Samuel Dickin-
son's courtroom while he was a judge of the Kent
County Court of Common Pleas. The second floor
contains the handsome main bedchamber, two
small chambers, and a room "at the head of the
stairs' for sewing, dressing, or study. A kitchen,
scullery, and storage room are in the cellar, The
dining room was added to the west end of the
house by Judge Dickinson in 1752. Not long after-

ward, in 1754, the family built the second brick
wing with an arcadedporch to serve asa summer
kitchen.

John Dickinson lived in the house on St. Jones
Neck until 1750, when at the age of eighteen, he
began to read law with John Moland, one of the
foremost lawyers in Philadelphia. In 1753 young
Dickinson went to study at the Middle Temple in
London, and in 1757 he returned to establish his
practice in Pennsylvania,

Although John Dickinson maintained his law
office in Philadelphia, he visited Kent County
frequently, and in 1760 he was elected speaker
of the Delaware General Assembly. In 1762 and
1764 Dickinson served as a delegate from Phil-
adelphia to the Pennsylvania legislature, and the
next year he was sent to the Stamp Act Congress
where, in October 1765, he prepared the Declara-
tion of Rights adopted by that convention. Hence-
forth John Dickinson was responsible for writing
| many of the important revolutionary documents
that led finally to the Declaration of Independence.

For example, his famous pamphlets, the ""Letters
of a Farmer in Pennsylvania'" and "A Song for
American Freedom' appeared in 1768.

In 1775, as a representative to the Second Con-
tinental Congress, John Dickinson advocated the
peaceful redress of American grievances against
the mother country. Once the Declaration of In-
dependence had been approved, however, Dickin-
son took his place as colonel of a Philadelphia
regiment for the defense of New York and New
Jersey. In 1777, Dickinson was responsible for
drafting the Articles of Confederation.

From 1781 until 1782, John Dickinson was the
President of Delaware, and in 1782 he became
Chief Executive of Pennsylvania. At the Con-
stitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787 he
distinguished himself as a strong advocate of
equal representation for all the states regard-
less of their size.

Although John Dickinson's professional and po-
litical duties kept him travelling constantly be-
tween Pennsylvania and Delaware, the great
statesman spent a number of years with his wife
and children at his boyhood home near Dover.
During the Revolution the house on St, Jones Neck
was a refuge for the Dickinson family, and it was
their residence during John Dickinson's term as
Chief Executive of Delaware.

After his years as Chief Executive of Pennsyl-
vania, Dickinson again returned to Delaware and
in 1800 built a house at Eighth and Market streets
in Wilmington. The property near Dover was
leased to tenants for many years and there were
no major changes to the house until a disastrous
fire in 1804 destroyed the third floor and much
of the interior woodwork. Dickinson, then an old
man, restored the house in a much simpler man-
ner than his father had originally built it, The
house remained unaltered until 1952 when it was
purchased by the State, aided by a generous grant
from the National Society of the Colonial Dames
of America in the State of Delaware.

Since that time fine wood panelling has been in-
stalled in order to restore the house to its con-
ditton before the 1804 fire. Furnishings belonging




to the Dickinson family have been acquired for
display in the mansion. For example, the arm
chairinthelibrary was John Dickinson's, as was
the English bracket clock in the parlor. Many
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John Dickinson, "Penman of the Revolution,"
was born November 2, 1732 at Crosiadore, the
estate of his parents, Samuel and Mary Cad-
walader Dickinson, in Talbot County, Maryland.
Several years later the Dickinsons moved to Kent
County, Delaware, and by 1740 Samuel Dickinson
had finished building a new house for his family
on St. Jones Neck near Dover.

The house that Samuel Dickinson built was a
five-bay, Middle-Georgian brick mansion, laid
in Flemish bond, with black-glazed headers. The
first floor of the original house has a spacious
central hallway, a library, a parlor, and a large
room that occasionally served as Samuel Dickin-
son's courtroom while he was a judge of the Kent
County Court of Common Pleas. The second floor
contains the handsome main bedchamber, two

small chambers, and a room "at the head of the
stairs' for sewing, dressing, or study. A kitchen,
scullery, and storage room are in the cellar, The
dining room was added to the west end of the
house by Judge Dickinson in 1752. Not long after-

ward, in 1754, the family built the second brick
wing with an arcadedporch to serve asa summer
kitchen.,

John Dickinson lived in the house on St. Jones
Neck until 1750, when at the age of eighteen, he
began to read law with John Moland, one of the
foremost lawyers in Philadelphia. In 1753 young
Dickinson went to study at the Middle Temple in
London, and in 1757 he returned to establish his
practice in Pennsylvania,

Although John Dickinson maintained his law
office in Philadelphia, he visited Kent County
frequently, and in 1760 he was elected speaker
of the Delaware General Assembly. In 1762 and
1764 Dickinson served as a delegate from Phil-
adelphia to the Pennsylvania legislature, and the
next year he was sent to the Stamp Act Congress
where, in October 1765, he prepared the Declara-
tion of Rights adopted by that convention. Hence-
forth John Dickinson was responsible for writing
many of the important revolutionary documents
that led finally to the Declaration of Independence.

For example, his famous pamphlets, the ""Letters
of a Farmer in Pennsylvania'" and "A Song for
American Freedom' appeared in 1768.

In 1775, as a representative to the Second Con-
tinental Congress, John Dickinson advocated the
peaceful redress of American grievances against
the mother country. Once the Declaration of In-
dependence had been approved, however, Dickin-
son took his place as colonel of a Philadelphia
regiment for the defense of New York and New
Jersey. In 1777, Dickinson was responsible for
drafting the Articles of Confederation.

From 1781 until 1782, John Dickinson was the
President of Delaware, and in 1782 he became
Chief Executive of Pennsylvania. At the Con-
stitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787 he
distinguished himself as a strong advocate of
equal representation for all the states regard-
less of their size.
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litical duties kept him travelling constantly be-
tween Pennsylvania and Delaware, the great
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and children at his boyhood home near Dover.
During the Revolution the house on St. Jones Neck
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Chief Executive of Delaware.

After his years as Chief Executive of Pennsyl-
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in Wilmington. The property near Dover was
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