
































































































































































Remarks by Governor Michael N. Castle 
to 

The Friends of the John Dickinson Mansion 
at the Fall Dinner 

November 11, 1986 

Governor Castle, a native of Wilmington, is Delaware's 
68th chief executive. His twenty year career in public service 
has included four years as Lieutenant Governor, ten years in 
the General Assembly, and two years as a Deputy Attorney 
General. 

In 1985 the Governor initiated the First State Im­
provement Fund, through which $40 million in surplus 
funds is to be used for a four year program of capital 
improvements, economic development programs, and 
community projects tied to the 1987 celebration of 
Delaware's ratification of the Constitution. 

The following remarks were given by Governor Castle to 
The Friends of the John Dickinson Mansion at the Fall 
Dinner, November 11, 1986. 

Sometimes when I have business in Washington and my schedule is 
tight, I take a helicopter from Delaware's capital to the nation's 
capital. 

We head just about due west, across the farmland of Kent County, 
across the Eastern Shore of Maryland, across the Chesapeake Bay not 
far from Annapolis. 

And it occurs to me from time to time that I am roughly tracing the 
route three Delawareans -- Richard Bassett, John Dickinson, and 
George Reed •· followed when they traveled to the Annapolis 
Convention in 1786. 

As I recall, from Dover to Annapolis was a two-day journey, with a 
night spent in Chestertown, Maryland, before going on to Rock Hall to 
catch the boat across the Chesapeake. From Dover to Washington 
takes me an hour by helicopter. 

It isn't only the way we travel that has changed, but the countryside 
that separates the capitals of Delaware and Maryland. 

In Dickinson's time, Europeans were long-established on the 
Delman•a Peninsula, but the land was still wild, homesteads were 
separated by miles and towns by considerably more. 

So much has changed. 
Yet I think Bassett, Dickinson, and Reed would recognize the place. 

They would certainly recognize the people. And there is no question 
that they would recognize their handiwork in the government of this 
nation. 

That's a fascinating thought. 
So much has changed in the world . . .. but this small state of 

Delaware has retained its special character; that which set Americans 
apart two centuries ago is still strong in their descendents; and the 
fundamental principles of the Constitution written in 1787 are 
untarnished. 

In Delaware we are about to begin a year-long celebration of the 
Bicentennial of that Constitution. Or, to be more precise, a celebration 
of Delaware's role in its creation .... and in its ratification. 

Both are significant, after all. 

Delawareans provided crucial support in calling for a constitutional 
convention and played a critical role in drafting the Constitution. And 
. . .. we moved without hesitation to ratify the document, the first state 
to do so. 

It was inevitable that the ratification celebration would have special 
significance in Delaware. 

.... Just as the themes of the celebration were inevitable: the 
Constitution, the state, and the people. Especially the people. 

I have heard this celebration described as a "populist." I'm 
comfortable with that description, but there will be something for 
everyone, from the publication of important historical works to the 
glitter of a Ratification Ball on December 7, 1987. And, if our efforts 
are successful, the participation of President Reagan in the concluding 
activities in Dover. 

But the over-riding theme is the people of our state, and their 
communities. 

I'd like to take a few minutes to describe the bicentennial year to you, 
so that you will unJerstand what we are doing to make this a 
celebration of the people .. .. and for the people. 

It all begins in less than a month, on December 7th, with a statewide 
firehall celebration. A majority of the volunteer fire companies in 
Delaware will open their doors to the public on that Sunday for a 
variety of events, from traditional firehall suppers to special 
celebrations of the Bicentennial. 

If you travel this state as much as I do, you know that our volunteer 
fire companies are a vital part of each community. I can think of no 
better way to bring the people together and encourage participation in 
the events that will follow over the next twelve months. 

The events will be varied. 
Some will be unique to the Bicentennial, others annual events with 

Bicentennial themes. 
The Budweiser 500 at Dover Downs will become the Budweiser 

Bicentennial 500. We are planning special Bicentennial activities on 
Labor Day, Memorial Day and the Fourth of July. There will be 
Bicentennial activities at the Delmarva Chicken Festival and the State 
Fair. 

One of the copies of the Magna Carta will be on display in 
Delaware while it is in the United States. The Earl and Countess De 
La Warr will visit Delaware next summer. 

There will be an air show at Dover Air Force Base, and Merrill 
Lynch will underwrite the Ratification Ball. 

Merrill Lynch, which is underwriting similar events in all fifty states, 
is particularly excited about Delaware's -- not only because it will be 
the first, but because they appreciate the enthusiasm the Bicentennial 
celebration is generating here. 

There will be cultural events involving the Delaware Symphony, the 
Delaware Theatre Company, the Delaware Art Museum and other 
local arts organizations. 

There will be activities in our schools. 



Restoration of the Dickinson estate continues, and restoration 
projects are underway at Greenbank Mill in New Castle County, St. 
Stephen's Church in Kent County and the Dewey Beach Life Saving 
Station in Sussex County. 

The list is longer than that, but those are some of the highlights. 
Over the next year, by all the means I have named and many others, 

by teaching and by entertaining, we will remind the people of this state 
of the importance of the United States Constitution, of Delaware's 
heritage, and of their heritage. 

There is one thing I have not mentioned -- the First State 
Improvement Fund. 

In a unique way, the First State Improvement Fund represents our 
appreciation of Delaware's past and our concern for the future. 

The fund, as I'm sure many of you know, was enacted by the General 
Assembly last year. It was prompted by two distinct concerns. 

The first was the Bicentennial. 
I've told you about the parades and the air show and the public 

events of the next year. But I wanted to do more. I wanted the 
Bicentennial celebration to be the reason for permanent improvements 
in Delaware -- at the community level, where people live. 

I'll tell you how we decided to do that in a minute. 
The second concern was slightly more complicated. I wanted to 

continue the conservative fiscal policies that have benefitted this state 
so much in recent years -- and at the same time address needs basic to 
all our citizens. 

The solution was to take $40 million of state funds we did not need 
for the operating budget and invest the money. Principle and interest 
would be spent over four years for specific kinds of projects. 

• For capital improvements to public facilities, roads, schools, state 
buildings. Projects we otherwise might have financed by borrowing 
money. 

• For economic development, so that the state would have means to 
foster growth, ensuring good jobs and ample opportunities for our 
citizens. 

• And for community projects directly related to the Bicentennial, for 
instance, making repairs to a town hall, helping libraries. By 
encouraging permanent improvements in our communities -- and 
thereby strengthening them. 

During the life of the First State Improvement Fund, the original $40 
million investment will result in at least $50 million in improvements to 

our state. 
And we will spend several million dollars on direct Bicentennial 

projects. As far as we can tell, no other state's financial commitment to 
the Bicentennial comes close to matching ours. 

I said during my Inaugural Address that it was an honor to serve as 
governor during the Bicentennial celebration, and that the honor was 
accompanied by the responsibility to assure that the Bicentennial 
brought us together in a lasting way. 

Tonight I can tell you that it is a thrill to see the enthusiasm this 
celebration is generating in the community. 

But there's more to it than that. 
The vast majority of men and women who are entrusted with public 

office feel a strong sense of stewardship, a desire to leave things better 
than they found them. 

That can take the form of better roads, better public education, more 
responsive government. It can be a strong record of good management 
and successful economic development. 

Needless to say, those things are important to m~ as well. 
But it is every bit as important to nourish the sense of tradition and 

community that makes Delaware unique, and foster the cohesiveness 
that allows this diverse state to move forward. 

In the next year we will make Delaware's history more accessible to 
our school children. We will add to the scholarly works on our history. 
We will reinforce our communities. And we will remind Delawareans 
of their own rich history, as well as the principles that have made the 
Constitution endure. 

Delaware can only be better for all that, and I'm glad to have a part 
in it. And, needless to say, I am counting on your enthusiastic support 
and participation. 



JOHN DICKINSON NEWSLETTER 

She has served as chairman of the Rehoboth Christmas Shop 
and she is currently on the Board of Directors of the 
Rehoboth Art League and the coordinating committee for 
Delaware Hospice. 

Susie particularly enjoys traveling, cooking and reading. 

John Dickinson From Annapolis 
September, 1786 

In September 1786, representatives of Delaware, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Virginia met in 
Annapolis "to take into consideration how far a Uniform 
System of their Commercial Intercourse and Regulations 
might be necessary to their common interest and permanent 
harmony .... " 

The Convention chose John Dickinson, a Delaware 
delegate, as its Chairman and he wrote the report which 
went to Congress and the chief executives of all the states. 
The Delaware Archives copy of Dickinson's "Address from 
the Commercial Convention" is currently on display in an 
exhibit entitled "The First Signal: Delaware Ratifies the 
Constitution," which will travel throughout the state for the 
Bicentennial. 

Dickinson began his report by explaining that since eight 
states had not sent representatives to the Convention, the 
delegates felt unable to make the necessary decisions 
concerning the United States many problems. 

He continued: 
That there are important defects in the System of the Federal 

Government is acknowledged by the Acts of all those States 
which have concurred in the present meeting. - That the defects 
upon a closer examination may be found greater and more 
numerous than even these Acts imply, it is at least so far 
probable from · the embarrassments which Characterise the 
present state of our National Affairs, foreign and domestic, as 
may reasonably be supposed to merit a deliberate and candid 
discussion in some Mode, which will Unite the sentiments and 
Councils of all the States. In the Choice of the mode Your 
Commissioners are of Opinion, that a Convention of Deputies 
from the different States for the special and sole purpose of 
entering into this investigation and digesting a Plan for supplying 
such defects as may be discovered to exist, will be entitled to a 
preference . . . . 

Under this Impression your Commissioners with the most 
respectful deference, beg leave to suggest. .. the Appointment of 
Commissioners to meet at Philadelphia on the second Monday 
in May next to take into Consideration the Situation of the 
United States, to devise such further provisions as shall appear 
to them necessary to render the Constitution of the Federal 
Government adequate to the exegencies of the Union, and to 
report such an Act for that purpose, to the United [States] in 
Congress Assembled . ... 

The traveling exhibit and Dickinson's letter will be on 
display at the Mansion from June 29 through July 5, 
1987. 
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Dates to Remember 

Thursday, June 11th 
ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER 
MANSION AND DINNER BELL INN 

Friday, July 3 
PERIOD FAIR 

JOHN DICKINSON MANSION 

Tuesday, November 10 
FALL DINNER MEETING 

WILMINGTON COUNTRY CLUB 

Saturday, December 5 
DEDICATION OF PLANTATION PROJECT 

AND 
CHRISTMAS AT THE MANSION 

Wednesday, December 9 
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FORREST MC DONALD LECTURE AND RECEPTION 
UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE - CLAYTON HALL 

"THE POLITICAL THOUGHT OF JOHN DICKINSON" 

Thursday, December 10 
FORREST MC DONALD LECTURE AND RECEPTION 

WESLEY COLLEGE 
"THE POLITICAL THOUGHT OF JOHN DICKINSON" 
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News Notes 
Visitation • There were 6,590 visitors at the Dickinson 
Plantation last year and twenty-five percent of these visitors 
were groups of school children from the Delmarva 
Peninsula. 

The guides at the Mansion are particularly pleased that 
many of the children return to the Mansion with their 
parents and frequently conduct much of the tour for their 
families by themselves. 

Chronology Available • Mary Ames Booker, a graduate 
student in the University of Delaware's Museum Studies 
Program, has compiled a Dickinson chronology based on 
printed and manuscript sources. The chronology traces John 
Dickinson's movements between 1753 and 1808 and the 
highlights of his activities as a politician and landowner. For 
further information call the Bureau of Museums in Dover 
(736-5316). 
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(ljJQ} The Friends of The John Dickinson Mansion, Inc. -

Cup 
8 oz. 

518.00 5 1/2" Bowl 
$35.00 

Jigger 
2 oz. 

$10.00 

To ~elebrate the Bicentennial of the Ratification of the Constitution and John Dickinson's role in that event, The Friends of 
the John Dickinson Mansion have commissioned a unique series of fine pewter items engraved with our handsome logo ofJohn 
Dickinson's boyhood home in Kent County, Delaware. 

The pieces of pewter are being handcrafted for the Friends by the Salisbury Pewter Company of Salisbury, Maryland. They are 
lead-free, have a polished nontarnishing finish and are packaged separately in a gift box. 

To order these attractive commemorative items, please send your check made payable to THE FRlENDS OF THE JOHN 
DICKINSON MANSION, INC. to: Mrs. James S. Grant, Jr., Post Office Box 3780, Greenville, Delaware 19807. 

ORDER FORM Date 

Name _____________________________________________ _ 
Please Prine 

Address ---------------------------------------------
City __________________________ State ________ Zip _______ _ 

Telephone ( 

Quantity Item Description Price Each Total Price 

Total Amount Due 

To facilitate delivery, I will pick up my order at one of the following functions of The Friends of the John Dickinson Mansion, Inc. 
Please check one of the following: 

0 Annual Fall Dinner (Wilmington) 0 Christmas at the Mansion (Dover) 
0 Annual June Meeting and Dinner (Dover) 0 Other arrangements for order pick-up 

Anyone downstate wishing to purchase the Friends' commemorative pewter items will find them available at the 
Margaret O'Neil Visitor Center located behind the Old State House in Dover. 

Photographs courtesy of the Special Collections Department, 
University of Delaware Library, Newark, Delaware. 

The excerpts from Dickinson's Address are used with the 
permission of the Delaware State Archives, Division of 
Historical and Cultural Affairs, Dover, Delaware. 
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