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Subject: With Reference tc Sgatements made Recently by
the Minister of Foreign Felstions of the Argen-
_—____tine Concerning Enemy Property and Aliens™
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jonorable
The Secretary of State,
wWashington.

88ir:

I have the homor to iaform the Department that in
1a Naeidn of September 1, 1946 there appeared an article
B e =
o Lhs front page sovering an interview which the Forelgn
Minister nad given to ¥r. Xluekhohn, the representative
of the New York Times in Buenos Alres. ir. Kluckhohn
informed me afterwards that tinls interview was based on
writtea guestions wihloeh he hed submitted tc the dinister
of Forelgn fRelations after the ratifiecation of the Acts
of iexico Clity and San Frasnclsceo and that the item in
La Naeldn was tae exact text of the replies in Spanish
which the Foreign iinister bad made. Lr. Kluekhchn
stated that he had glven the text of these repllies to
La Naeidn in view of the close relations which exist
between him end this paper st the same time that he for-
warded a despateh te the Tinmes giving the translation of
the Forelgn Minister's statements. Mr. Kluekhohn added
thet he had made, in transmitiing these statementis of the
Foreign iinister to the Times, no comment except am intro-
ductory paregraph. I have pefore me a elippilng from the
Kew York Times of Sunday, September 1, which carries
Mr. Kluckhohn's article reporting these statementis of the
Forelign idinister and which article must have bsen seen by
the Depariment.

For the purpose of the record, [ send herewith a
translation of the article in La }Nacidn of September 1,
1946, enclosure 1.

I am informed that the New York Times editorially
conmented on the statewments of the Forelgn Winister as
transmitted by iir. Kluekhohn, their Buencs Alres cor-
respondent. I have not seen this editorial, but from
what I have been informed c.nceraning 1t, 1t was nct very
constructive or understanding and continues to question
the good faith of the Argentine Coveramsent and of the
Foreign Minister. The Department must have the text of
this editoriel in its files,

I merely wish to comment that this type of editorial
comment on developments in ocur relations with the Argen-
tine is not constructive as will be appareant to the De-
partment in view of the facts in its possession, and
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whieh, of course, should be known to so responsible a
paper a8 the New York Times.

I am forwarding this despateh as undoubtedly tiais
editorial in the New York Times created an unhappy im-
pression here, both in the Covernment and among those who
are not in sympathy with it. It is sc cbvious to those
who are familiar with this situation here thst the rati-
fication of the Acts of Mexico City and Can Francisco was
one of the most important acts ¢f the Argentine Govern-
ment over a perlod of many years., The act wesg one which
was taken Iln all gcod faith and which tramnslates into
the most deflnite action of the Argentius Government
what {8 unqueztionably the determination of the Argeantine
Goverament to collasborate more closely in the imerican
pleture and with us.

Further, anyone who is famiiisr with the situation
here realizes that the Forelgn Minister, Ur. Bramuglia,
in spite of the fact thst he has had little expsrience in
the conduet of foreign relations, has been most construo-
tive in his actuatiorn since he came Ilnto that positloa.
There is no basle for uestioning his gocd faith or his
aotuation, fe hag alweys been oune who favored closer
collaboration with the United States snd more active par-
ticipation by the Argentine in the war, anu this is well
known here. It ig obvious, therefore, thut auy questicn-
ing of good faith of the Argentine CGoverament and of the
Foreign Minister by sc responsible u paper as the lew
York Times will oreste saything but guod feeliug, not
only among members of the Governwent but also those in
opposition whe resent that the act of a Government and
of a responsiblie Minister should be questioned.

That the statement whioh the Foreign linister made
to Mr. Kluckhohn and the editorial comment thereon by
the FNew York Times oreated an unhappy situation here is
shown by the fact that the Foreign linister, Jr. Bramuglia,
on the evening cof Ceptember 3, took occasion to make a
further statement with reference to the approval of the
Aets of lexico City and San Franecisco during whieh he
went into some detaill with regard to the steps being
taken by the Argentine Government in the matter of enemy
property, enemy allens, snd enemy scaocls and institutioans.
Some of the statements made by the kinlater in his answers
to the gquestions put by ir. Klueckhchn of the New York
Times might have left the impression that the Argentine
Government felt that it had taken all appropriate steps
in connection with enemy property and allens. This was
seized upon by the editorial writer in the Hew Yurk Times.
It wes most certainly not the intention of the Foreizn
Minister here in his stetement to kr. Xluckhohn to give
the impression that the Argentine had taken ull approp-
riate aotion with respect to enemy aliens and property.
All the conversations whieh we nave hada snd whieh I have
falthfully reported have shown that the irgeatine Gov-
ernment realizes that in the matier ol enemy property
and eliens there are further steps to be taken, and I
have reported on the stepe which are being taken.
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In order to elarify this situation, the Foreign
Minister made this statemenit Lo Lhe press on the evea-
ing of Ceptember 3, and I am transmitting herewith a
translation of the article which appeered in la Preusa
on the morning of September 4, enclosure 2, The saue
statement appeared in almost identiec fora in the other
Buenos Aires newspapers. [t will be noted that in thils
statement the lMinlster makes it abundantly clear that the
Argentine Covernment is proceeding with these steps
agalinzt enemy property and sliens and is of the opinion
that the ratification of the jAets of Hexieo City will
strengthen the pesition of the Government in carrying
through these steps and at least decrease some of the
difficulties whiech it has met in the program.

wuletly and without any statements to the press,
the Argentine Govermment is very definitely proceeding
with conerete steps to liqguidate this situstion regard-
ing enemy property and aliens. These are the last two
steps which, I am sure in the opinion of the Department
a8 well as in the eopinion of this Embassy, renain to be
taken by the Argentine to have complied adequstely with
its inter-American commitments. In the field of enemy
schools and institutions the Argentine Government has
already complied more fully than most of the other Amer-
ican Republies, and in respect to suech sochools and in-
stitutions this Embassy and the British “mbassy are in
compiete accord that the stepe whieh have been faken. by
the Argentine GCovernment are thoroughgoing snd adeuuate,

The ilinister of Forelign Helations rejuested ue to
call at the iinistry oa 3entember 7, and he Informed me
that the Junta de Vigilanoia snd the Cgntral Bank were
working together to proceed with the nationpslization,
argentinization, and liquidation of enemy firue, and he
gave me aome detalls as to progress which secmed satls-~
factory and which were most eucouraging. (e sald that
some of these rirms were lmportant and thast the plans
for their disposition had tc be carefully made sand that
these were being nmsde particularly by the officials of
the Central Bank who were now in the pieture and who
were more competent in matters of this kind then the mem-
bers of the Juata de Vigilaneia. With respeet tc enemy
aliens, the ¥inister outlined to me the steps whieh the
Government is taking, and there is reason to belleve that
in the near future there will be publlie sancuncenents of
aotion taken which will show the good Talth and definite
intentions of the Argentine Covernment.

I should like to observe in this eonnection ihat the
¥oreigan Hinister is beering the prineipsl responsitility,
uader the direction of the Presideant from whom he has the
most specific instructions, of ecarrying through tiis ae-
tion with regard to enewy property and sliens. The For-
eign “inister has been most active, but he has been sur-
charged by numerous activities; he has been using every
effort during the last weeks to prevent a breakdown in
the negotiations in progress between the British and the
Argentine Governments on the matter of sterling balances,
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meatl prices, and the British rallways. The dianlster is
fully aware of the {mportance of these negotiations and
every ianformed person in Buenos Aires, includling the
British Ambassador and the oritisi Missioan, realize the
extraordinary effort which the Foreign Minlister has made
and the good will and understandlng wiien se has shown.

It seems apparent this morsing that in spite ol these ef-
forts, the negotiations will bresk down, but [ hsppen to
know that during the past tiwee weeks because of the Im-
mediate and primary importance of this wmabier, tiue sinlster
has been obliged tc devote & gouod part of his tlime to thais.
In addition to this, he has been under tae anecessity of
spending a good deal of time in Coungress belore bdoth
Houses in conneotion witih the ratification of the ioits of
¥exico City and “an ¥raneiseo, relations with Rusala, etc.
There is nc doubt tnat these occupations have made it in-
pessible for the ¥inister to¢ press sowe of the malters
affecting enemy aliens and property as he would otherwise
have done, but T knoew it remalns s primery preocccupation
of the President arnd the Foreilgn uinlster.

As an indieation of the acticn whieh ig gelug on
guietly, the “inister of Justice and iubliic Instruction
took the initistive the other evening Iln settlny fourth to
me at considersble length the steps wilch are bvelung talken.
There 1s one =matter whieh must go belore tue Suprene Court
before the Argentine Government wili be able Lo carry
through its full nrogram regarding enemy alleas and there
are important =matters pending in the Cougress with respect
to the Suprems Court znd other courta., It i3 probzble that
a considerabls number cof ocnenges will be made in Lis per-
sonnel of the courts, snd it 18 gnowa that the sourts have
not been helpful ou the whole in their decisions with resypeot
to enemy property and aliens.

This despatoh i3 being written for the recurd and in
order te bring intc proper perspective thse statemeats of
the Foreign sinister hereto attached as eunclosures 1 and 2.

It will, I belisve, within the course of several weeks,
be possible to roeport %o tas Lepartmeant definile steps of
a most encouraging sharacter which the argentine Governnsat
is taking with refereance to suemy property aand aliens,.

Fespectfully yours,

George H. Messersmith
Enolosures:

1. Translation of article,
la Nacién, September 1

2. Translation of artiocle,
Le Prensa, September 4

To Department in quadruplleate
File No. 851/800/820.02
GeorgeSiiesseramith:fuk




