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AIR MAIL 

Buenos Air©a, Argentina,, September 10, 1946 

No, 73o 

Subject: With Keferenoe to Statements ©ade Heeently by 
the Minister of Foreign Relations off the Argen-

J£ ^^_Jti»«-Coiioeraing Kneuiy Property and Aliens" 

CONFUSSHTIA 

The^JJonora bl e 
*— """The Secretary of s t a t e , 

Washington. 
3 1 * | 

Z nave the honor to iafom the Department that in 
La Naol6a of September 1, 1946 there appeared an article 
on the froat page awvarlng an interview whiah the Foralgn 
Minister had gi?ea to Mr. Xluckhohn, the representativa 
of the Mew York Times in Buenos Aires. Mr. Xluckhohn 
informed aa afterwar&a that tnis interview was based on 
written questions whioh he had submitted to the minister 
of Foreign delations after the ratification of the Acts 
of Mexico City and &&n francisco and that tne Item la 
La Kacion was tne exact test of tas replies in Spanish 
which the Foreign Minister nad made. nr« Kluekhehn 
statad tnat if had given the text of these replies to 
La Kaolon la View of the close reiatioaa whioh exist 
between him and this paper at the sa&«> time that he for­
warded a despatcn to tne Times giving the translation of 
the foreign Minister** state&ents* Mr. Kluekhohn added 
taat u« had mads, in transmitting these statements of the 
Foreign minister to the Times, no oosŵ ent except an intro­
ductory paragraph. I have before mn a slipping from the 
Raw York Times of Sunday, September 1, which carries 
Mr. Kluckhoha'a ertlsls reporting these statements of the 
Foreign Minister and which article must have bean seaa by 
the Department. 

For the purpose of the record, X sand herewith a 
1/ translation of the article in JM Naolon of September 1, 

1946, enclosure 1. 

I am inferred that the New York Times editorially 
commented on the abatements of tne Foreign Minister as 
transmitted a* Mr. Kluokhoftn, their Buenos Aires cor* 
respondeat. I have aot sees tnis editorial, but from 
what X have been informed concerning it, it was not very 
constructive or understanding and continues to question 
the good faith of the Argentine Government and of the 
Foreign Minister. The Department must have the text of 
this editorial la ita files. 

I merely wish to somraeat that this type of editorial 
c©assent aa developments la our relations with the Argen­
tine la aot aoastructiva as will be apparent to the De­
partment la view of the facts la ita possession, and 
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which, of course, should be known to so responsible a 
paper as the Mew York Tliaee, 

X am forwarding tills despatch Ml undoubtedly tiiia 
editorial In the Kew York fimea created an unhappy im­
pression here, both in the Government aau among those who 
are not In sympathy aith it* It is so obvious to those 
who are familiar with this situation hers that the rati­
fication of the Acts of Mexico City and Ban Francisco was 
one of the most Important acta of the Argentine Govern­
ment ever a period of taany years. The set was awl which 
was taken In all good faith and which translates into 
the most definite action of the Argentine Government 
what is anquestionably the determination of the Argentine 
Government to collaborate ©or© closely la the American 
picture and with us. 

Further, aayons who is familiar with the eituation 
hero realizes that the Foreign Minister, Br. Bramuglia, 
in spite of the fact that he has had little experience in 
the conduct of foreign relations, lias been moat construc­
tive in his actuation since he came into that position. 
There la aa basis for questioning his good faith or his 
actuation. He has always been one who favored closer 
collaboration with the United States aad more active par­
ticipation by the argentine la the war, anu this is well 
known herm* It la obvious, therefore, that any question­
ing of good faith of the Argentine Government end af the 
Foreign Ministay hy so responsible a paper as the Hew 
York Timee will create anything but good feeling, not 
only among nae&bers af the Government but also those in 
opposition who resent that the aat of a Government and 
of a responsible Minister should be questioned. 

That the statement which the Foreign Minister made 
to Mr. Kluckholin and the editorial comment thereon by 
the Maw York Times erected an unhappy situation here la 
shown by the fact that the Foreign Minister, Or. Bramuglia, 
on the evening of September 3, took occasion to make a 
further statement with reference to the approval of the 
Acta of Mexico City aad San Franeiseo during which he 
went into soma detail with regard to the steps being 
taken by the Argentine Government In the setter of enaay 
property, enemy aliens, and eneaqf scnoola and institutions. 
Some of the statements made by the Minister in his answers 
to the questloaa put by Mr. Kluckhohn af the Mew Tor* 
Times might have left the impression that the Argentine 
Government fait that it had taken all appropriate steps 
la connection with enemy property and aliens. This was 
seize* apoa by tn@ editorial writer in the New York Times. 
rt was moat certainly aot the intentioa af the Foreign 
Minister here la Ida statement to Mr. Xluckhohn to give 
tha impression that the Argentina had taken all approp­
riate action with respect to enemy aliens and property. 
ill tha conversations which wa nave had and which Z have 
faithfully reported have shown that tha Argentine Gov­
ernment realizes that in the matter of enemy property 
and all+ff" there are further steps to be taken, and Z 
have reported on the atepa which are being, taken. 

la order 



AIR MAIL 

In «Ker %o olarify this situation, the Foreign 
lilaistfisr made tMs statement to the prsas on the even­
ing of September 3» ac4 X am transmitting herewith a 

2/ translation of tho artiola which appeared Is La Freaaa 
on tho «©rning of .Septesa&er 4, enclosure 2* W « saaie 
Statement appeared in slnoat identic form in tno other 
Buenos Aires newspapers. It will be noted that in thia 
Statement the Minister makes it abundantly clear that the 
Argentine Government la proceeding with theso steps 
against enemy property and aliens and la of the opinion 
that the notification of the Aets of Mexico City will 
strengthen the position of tho Government in carrying 
through these steps and at least decrease some of the 
diffieultios which it has met in the program. 

quietly and without any statements to tho press, 
the Argentine government is very definitely proceeding 
with concrete steps to liquidate this situation regard­
ing enemy property and aliens. These aro tho last two 
steps which, I am. sure in the opinion of the Department 
as wall as in the opinion of thia Embassy, re.aala to be 
taken by the Argentina to have complied adequately with 
its inter-American commitments. In the field of saemy 
sehoolft and institutions the Argentine Government has 
already complied wjDre fully than most of the other Amer­
ican Republics, and in respect to such schools and in­
stitutions this J£mbassy and the British Embassy are la 
complete accord that the steps which havo been taken.by 
tho Argentine government are thoroughgoing and adequate. 

the Minister of Foreign Relations requested me to 
call at tho Ministry oa September ?, and ha Informed ae 
that tho Junto de Yigilanola and the Central Bank were 
working together to proceed with tho nationalisation, 
argentinization, and liquidation of oneao/ finis, and he 
gave me aomo details as to progress which seemed satis-
faotory and which wore moat encouraging. Ha said that 
soma of these firms were important and that the plana 
for their disposition had to bo carefully mods and that 
these wera being made particularly by the officials of 
tho Central Bank who were now in the picture and who 
were more competent in matters of this hind than the mem­
bers of tho Junto do Vigilanola. With respect to enemy 
aliens, tho Minister outlia«d to me the steps which the 
dtovernment is taking, ana there is reason to believe that 
in tho sear future there will be public announcements of 
actios taken which wiU show the good faith and definite 
Intentions of tho Argentine Government* 

I should like to observe in this connection that the 
Foreign Minister io bearing the principal responsibility, 
under tno direction of the President from whoa he has the 
most specific instructions, of carrying through this ac­
tion with regard to eaeaiy property ana aliens. The For­
eign Minister has bees most active, but he has Seen sur­
charged by numerous activities; ha has been using ever/ 
effort during the last weeks to prevent s breakdown is 
the negotiations in progress between the British and the 
Argentine Governments on tho matter of sterling balances, 
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aeat prloes, ana the British railways. The Mlniste* is 
fully aware of the importance of these negotiation® and 
every informed person In Buenos Aires, including the 
British Ambassador and tne dritisa Mission, realise the 
extraordinary effort whieh toe Foreign Minister has aade 
and the goo4 will and underata&aing whieh ne has shown* 
XI seexas apparent this morning that in spit* of thase ef­
forts, the negotiations will break down, hut I happen to 
know that auriag the past three wsejcs because of the im­
mediate and primary importance of this nautter, the Minister 
has been obliged to devote a good part of his tJUse to this. 
In addition to this, he has been under the necessity of 
spending a good deal of time in Congress before both 
Houses in connection wltn the ratification of the Acts of 
Mexico City and San Francisco, relations with Russia, etc. 
There is no doubt that tfiese occupations nave &ade it im­
possible for the Minister to press soae af the setters 
affecting enemy aliens and property as he would otherwise 
have done, but I know it remains a primary preoccupation 
of the President and the foreign Minister* 

As an indication of the action whieh is going on 
quietly, the Minister of Justice and Public Instruction 
took the initiative the other evening In setting forth to 
me at considerable length the steps which are being taken. 
There is one matter whieh must go before the Suprear** Court 
before the Argentine Government will bo able to carry 
through its full program regardlag enesiy aliens and there 
are important matters pending in the Cougress with respect 
to the Supreme Court and otaer courts* It In probable that 
e considerable number of one ages will be xaade in the per­
sonnel of tne courts, and it is known that the courts have 
not been helpful on the whole la their decisions with respect 
to enemy property end aliens. 

This despatch is being written for the record and in 
order to bring lot© proper perspective the statements of 
the foreign Minister hereto attaohed as enclosures 1 and 2. 

Xt will, I believe, within the course of several weeks, 
be possible to report to tne jepartaent definite steps of 
a aoat encouraging character which the Argentine Govtjraraent 
is taking with reference to eneiay property and aliens. 

Respectfully yours. 

George &. Messerscdth 
laelosurest 

1. Translation of article, 
La tlaolon, September 1 

2* Translation of article, 
Le. Pronaa, September 4 

To Department in quadruplicate 
File Ko. 651/8OO/S20.02 
GeorgeSMessersaithrfok 


