Berlin, Germany, December 27,

1

very good of you to wrlte me sending me
'rom the iera}d 'ribune lt: Walter
ungracious retraction of the most
hasty comment he made on the Elnstein
case, He slmply absolves me, but shifts responsibility
on uuherﬁ and 18&76‘ the impression that there was an
Einstein incident which I can assure you t%ere wasn't,.
I am not golng to bother you with the detalls and can
only say that Einstein Lan-eneq to apply iQm &
while I was at Breslau on an inspection trip, but
had telked the matter over with my second man here,
Gelst, who 1s one nf the best men we have, and he
received lr. and irs, Elnstein himself when they
come 1ln and the ra"tihb of the visa was faCLlita-b
in every posa;bl waye. Had Elnstein not conducted his
application for & visa with the press for at least
& week before he came to the Consulate there would
heve been no trouble at all, and of course lirgs, Eine
steln was most injudicious (to be as kind as possible¥
in the statements she made to the press. The real
difficulty was that the Einsteins knew that he had
violated the laws of huspi*dl¢ba whlle he was in the
United States, and were afraid that they might not get
a viga, when as a matter of fact we had no intention
whatever, nélther did Washington, of not granting
thelr visas without difficulty. We would only
made ourselves ridlculous and Einstein himself
entirely harmless but bothers with a lot of things
he does not know anything about, and 1t ls a grave
questlion with a good many people who really know him




how much he knows about anythinge. If he 1s a really
great savant he is the flPSt one who has iuterested
himself in so many things having no bearing upon his
particular field and whe has quartered publiclety and
wotoriety. The real scholar and the man who reaT¢"
achleves things usually endeavors to kedp away from the
limelight. In thlis respect, however, lirs. Einstein 1s
the greatest offender. I am not trylng to shift any-
thing on the Einsteins as I personally am totally
disinterested in them. The only thing I am Interested
in is that he like anyone else who calls here for any
services should be treated with consideration and
ourtesy and that is what was done. That the law
equires a man to call personally for a visa, !
thing I have nothing to do with, but I do resent sc
many of our people at home having so 1little coafldepce
in their Forelgn Service officers as to believe th
they would ask such sllly guestions as the news “m;or
put into our mouths of any decent person planning to
goto the United States on a visit. Ve are willing to
hold ourselves up to ridicule apo“fcntly on evcr”
occesion and believe the worst of ourselves in 3acters

involving forelgn countries, when as a m&tter of fact
we have the cleanest record of any country in that
respect. The Cecretary behaved handsomely end I shall

be eternally grateful to him for what he did to correct
the wrong lmpression at home and for taking the personal
interest iIn the situation which he did, at a time when
he was exceedingly busy with things which are nf even
more importance than the career of a Foreign Service
officer. He showed himself very human and considerate
and the real sportsman whom some of us have always
&;“w 1 him to be. As to Lippmann I really was surprilsed
caupe he ought to know better and I a@ sorry that his
Fetraction was not a little bit more evous, and that
part of it 1s going to do him n harm than use The
personal aspect of the situation has n cleared up
very satisfactorily so f as I am concerned, and I am
dee n¢7 appreclative of my many nds for all that
they did and for the energy with nh ch they resented
the attacks made on me. It has taught me once again
that gcglimest thing there 1s 1n thls world and the
most pre¥ious thing we can accumulate, 1is fr;endsn¢gs.
"hat did concern me, however, was the attack on our
visa system and practlice under it by our consular of-
ficers. Instead of t ¢ eriticized our consular




officers have really carried our our lmmigration
laws, which on the whole are wise, in a manner that
is really extraordinarily effective, and with a dis-
cretlion that deserves every commendation. I think
anyone who travels knows that forelgners are received
in American consular establishments with a great desl
more courtesy and consideratlon than Americans who
apply in foreign consulates at home and abroad. Murther
then that, our immigration practice is really the most
liberal in the world. Any person desiring to visit the
United States gets a visa without the slightest dife-
ficulty and even in these difficult times when we have
relatively more unemployment than eny other country
in the world we are aglloving thousends of people to
come into our country every year to make a lliving,
when practically every other eountry has made this
impossible. In Germany, for example, no foreigner is
admitted who comes here to work, and 1t took us two
mnonths to get the permission of the Germen Government
to let the German branch of a blg Americen company bring
in an American engineer. One can say almost definltely
that Germeny, England and France will not let in anyone
no matter how Important he may be, for a permanent stay,
or if he 1s golng to make Jis lliving in the country.
England with 21l her traditional libergllism 1s not
letting in any of our people who will work for a salary
or who do not have an assured income from outside
country. Certain large American companies having
branch plants in England have been compelled to get
rid of practically all their American executives and
important engineers. It 1s no exaggeration to say that
we have the most liberal impdgration policy of any
civilized country to-day, and yet we are constantly be-
ing erucified even by well informed sectlons of our
press in America for our lack of liberality. I do not
want to bore you with any of this but 1t does seem to
sometimes that we might have a few of our own people
rise up in our defence at home with regard to these
hings instead of their holding us up to ridicule.

I am very much Interested 1ln what the new administra-
tion will do with regard to some of the more pressing
problems. I do hope that there will not be any settle-
ment of the debts untll some of the major guestlons
such as the limitation of armaments, tariffs, exchange
and trade restrictions such as quotas and some of the
political problems in Europe and 1in the IFar fast will

be




be adjusted through general agreement. I am not at
all sw”piClOHS by nature and do not believe in large
scale conspiracies and I have a very stmpat¥@tic
understanding and appreclation of the problems of
other countries, but I.am convinced that there is a
oncert of actlon among our debtors to endeavor to
ng about a settlement of f%e debts now and before
other matters are settled so that with the debts
the way they can proaeed to do as they please
ut these other t ings and make regional agreements
;ani;; us very much out in the cold. ?%erﬁ is I
helieve no doubt that some a rrangenments
mad with our debtors. n
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We haed a quiet but pleasant Chrlstmas. The work
here 1s very heavy, but very interesting. Vie shall
Sackett in March as he is a

ery capable, but I feel con=

be sorry to lose lir.

delightful person and

fident that we will have a good man here and one who
will be very helpful in a stretegic positlon llke Berlin.
M . you and lirs. Gary a very

all mamer of zood

My wife joins me in wish
happy New Year filled w things.

Hampson Gary,
2563 Broadway,
New York City.




