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I have sinee taken up the guestion of the transfer
problem as far as it affects the imerican steanmship lines
xnd an informed by them thet in prectice they find the new
decree entirely satisfasctory and offering no difilculties
whatever for them. The head office of the United itates

burg informs me that the suthorities have been
particularly courteous with reference Lo the arrangaments
affecting thelr procedure under the new decree. They
can sell pessage costing any amount to any auﬁtameﬂwithont
previcus suthorization as long as the cost of the cassage
is not in exees:s of the published passenger rates o the
line. They cen accept in payment either German or foreign

%

currencies for the amount of the passage. At the end of the
month they are required only to submit s statement of the
number of passages sold and of the total

The line is permitted to tranafer out of Germany the totsl
smount of foreign currencies recelved in payment of passage.
The restrictions laid down in the decree affecting the
transfer of psassage asﬂ@y'rﬁﬁeivad_ig merks, 4o not in

pr: ctiece afiect the Ameriecsn lines. 4s Hamburg and bBremen

gre their Buropean terminals, the costs of operstion and

the purchases whiech they find 1t desirable to make in

Germany, more than take up the amount received in passage
money in German marks. The gueation of the transfer of

marks, therefore, does not arise and would not be likely

to unless there should be s very conslderable inerease in the

number of passages bought from thelr offices in Germeny in
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marks. The line, however, does not anticipste any diffieulty
in this connection. It seemed desirshle to transmit this
informetion to the Department so that 1t mey be clear that

for the present the imerican lines are entirely sat

o
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and 4o not antiecipate any difficulties.

In this connection I think I should inform the Depart-
gsent thet [ believe that the public hearing which wes held
by the Shipping Soard in Vashington as a result of this

2

geriminatory asction

e

by the German suthorities, had a very
useful sifect. The representetlives of the North German Lloyd
and the Hamburg smerice Line present st this meeting, did
net fall to inform thelir head offices in Bremen and Hamburg
of this meeting st once, and made it clesr what the con=
segquences to German shipping mizght be 1if this discriminatory

getion were carried into £7ect. The rapid action in remov-

ing the diseriminatory messures rh the new decree now
in effect, was undoubtedly brought about through the German

ghipping companies here whieh nevertheless I am confident

. - v
from Informastion whieh I have frﬁmhwzficial sources, were

ones who stimulated the Government to issue thi

riminatory decrec. For the first time years the

-

Gemmen shipping lines really feel the competition of the
American passenger lines and ss I heve glready informed
the lepartment, the popularity of the 5.5. WASHIBRGTON
and the 5.5, HARHATTAN 1s emusing them grest concern.

The passenger recel ts of both the MNorth German Lloyd and
the Hamburg America Tine in the north Atlantie trede,
have dropped very considersbly not only on account of the

fact that Jews are for the most part travelling on other

lines
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