AIR MAIL

México, D.F., México
July 29, 1944

My dear Maclean:

I appreciate very much indeed your cordial and
generous note of July 26, and it is thoughtful of you
to have remembered the thirtieth anniversary of my
entering the Foreign Service. I am deeply appreciative
of what you say in your letter and I can only say that
our Government and our people owe me nothing for all
the effort which I have put into my work during these
thirty years. I have given myself to the work probably
even more than I should, but I have no regrets, for the
satisfactions which I have had out of the work and out
of the associations which i1t has brought have more than
repaid me for any effort.

One of the pleasantest fsatures of these thirty
vears has been the associations I have had with people
in our own Government, and although our association has
been more recent, I have learned to appreciate your
high qualities and cepacities, and I wish to tell you
how much I appreciate the constructive and collabor-
ative help which you have given us here in this Embassy
in our common tasks. It means so much to even the most
diliegent officer in the field to have this understanding
collaboration at home, and you and your associates in the
division have given this in such unstinting measure, I
am very appreciative.

I am glad to say that I feel more fit than I have
for years, and I look forward to some further oppor-
tunities for usefulness before I quit, and I hope that
this means a continuance of common association in common
tasks which we share now.

Mrs. Messersmith joine me in cordial good wishes
to you and yours. Believe me,

Faithfully yours,

George S. Messersmith

Williem G, MacLean, Esquire,
Department of State,
Washington, D. C.




