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JAMES M., BAKER LOUIS L. REDDING - CITY/COUNTY BUILDING

MAYOR 800 FRENCH STREET
ﬁl B aﬁ]are WILMINGTCON, DELAWARE
19801 - 3537

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the citizens of Wilmington, | am pleased and honored to present the Wilmington KIDS COUNT
Fact Book 2009. On behalf of the entire Wilmington community, | express my thanks to the Annie E. Casey
Foundation, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Delaware and the University of Delaware for their support of this
publication.

Now in its Fifth Edition, this book has been helping the community to monitor the health and wellness of
Wilmingtonés children, youth and their families for 10 years. Remarkably, Delaware is the only state to
produce such a document for the beneyt of a city for so long. The beneyt of such a long-lived resource is
obvious; the longer the period of data gathered, the more scientiycally valid the results of the study. By
keeping a vigilant eye on long-term trends affecting the health and well-being of our young citizens, the better
equipped we are to direct our attentions to problem areas.

Some numbers in this report are troubling. For example, after years of decline, the teen birth rate increased
by three percent between 2005 and 2006. In 2006 alone, there were 243 births to Wilmington teens ages 19
and under, 85% of which were to African American teens. Too many of these children are born into poverty,
creating a myriad of other problems for those children in the areas of health, education and safety. Failure to
take action early in the lives of our City youths can have dire consequences, as is evidenced by the surge in
violent crime arrests among Wilmington juveniles. In fact, in 2008, 89% the suspects arrested in connection
with a Wilmington shooting had criminal records and were juveniles at the time of their yrst arrest.

Wilmington KIDS COUNT Fact Book 2009 is not meant to alarm, but to spur us to action. We must continue
to work on problem issues to make sure we provide the needed supports for children and their families. The
information in this publication must be used to develop new ideas and fresh thinking at home, in our public
and private ofyces, in our classrooms, and throughout Wilmington to produce stronger, healthier and happier
children. This shared journey to improve the lives of Wilmingtonés children and youth is a marathon, not a
sprint. We have made progress over the years, but there is still much work ahead!

Thank you for caring about our children; after all, they represent our Cityés pathway to future growth and

prosperity.

Sincerely,

James M. Baker
Mayor
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