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Lnie LAAROG , PN Alag

Berlin, Gemmany, July 26, 1833,

Report on the attsck on Philip Zuckermen,
s naturslige!l Ameriean c¢ltizen.

I have the honor to inform the Department that

on Sunday, July 16, 1833, . Philip “uckerman, &
imerican citiszen residing in BDerlin, was

atteacked in Le psig by S.4. on and severely beaten.
ir. ‘uckerman was sccompanied at the time by his - ife
who is not an imerican eitizen, and by her father and
sivter. jccording to the affidavit executed before
Consul Geist of this Consulate Jeneral on July 20, who
saw ¥r. “uckermen in the hospitel in Beorlinm, not only
Hr. ‘uckerman but hie wife, father-in-law, and sister-
inelaw were Imocked down and beaten by the “.i, men.

The attack on Mr. uckerman wae firet brought to
the attention of this Consulate General by M. Dusser,
the Consul st Lelpsig, and immediastely after cuwr receipt

of the informatlon oconcerning the attack Consul Gelst

called on the State Jeeret "olitical Foliece to bring

the




the attac: to their sttention; eand on July 21, 1833

a copy of the affidevit which iir. uckerman had executed
was transmitted teo them with an esccompanying letter, a
copy of which is transmitted herewith (enelosure No. 1).
There is aleo tyansmitted herewith a copy of Vr. lickere
man's affidavit (enclosure %o, 2). Jr, ‘unckerman was

go badly injured that he had to receive meilasl attention
in Leipsig and eould not be brought to Berlin until the
Tuesday evening following the attack, A Vice onsul

on the staif of this office mot him at the st:tion with
gn ambulence and had him taken to & hospital wher: he

is still t@caiving trectment for hies injuries. There

is no question «= %o the faet that Jr. iuckerman

suffered severe injuries through the atteck on him by the
Seis men in TLelipsig on July 16.

The Department is aware that the attacks on American
citiszens have recently beon less frequent and this is
undoubtedly due %o the energetie action whieh the higher
leaders of the Party and the CUovernment have been taking
to prevent such ettacks. The Consulste Jeneral hae

reason to believe that the strictest orders have bean

issued by the Covernment and by the ’arty leaders that

the phyaical attacks on Jews mubt stop. That they
are sineere in their desire thut such ettacks shall
stop, cannot I bellieve be questioned. Un the other
hand the prsjudices which have been aroused are so
deep and eo widely spread among the massee, that it

is entirely understandable that such incidents should

cont inue




continue to take place even when there 1s an endeavor
to maintain striet diseipline. Further than this 4t is
guite spparent that the decision of the Government and
of the Party to follow a moderate course has caused a
good deal of opprosition among the masses of the a By,
particularly in the £.4A. and especially in the states of
Saxony and Silesias. It has been a favorite pastime of
the £.4. men to abtack the Jewg and one cannot svoid the
plain language of steting that they de not like to be
deprived of thely prey. There has further been an
indication that diseipnline in the 8. A. itselfl is not

as good as the leaders ean proporly desire, and thet
there have béun sorious confliets between 5.4, men in

Saxony and 1lesnia. The fact that “.A. men have not

been brought before the sourts for trial and punishment
\

has also had a bat effeet, and the S.A. men have had

the distinet feeling that they are above the law. In
this conneetion itis verticularly interesting that not

a single C.A. man eoncerned in the attacks on smerican
citizens whieh have been brought to the sttention of the
Lonsulatw‘ﬁaneral, has be-n brought before a Judicisl
tribunal. The authorities have so far stated that they
could not find the £.2, men who had committed these
attacka, In some ocases it was obviously exceedingly
diffieult for them to find them; in other cases . am

of the opinion that they eould have found them, but that
the polige, fearing the Befiey 4ld not wish to find the

- offenders.




offenders. In the one ease where the informetion whieh
woe could give to the authorities was so precise that no
excuse could be found for not arresting the S.4. men,
two of them were arrested and were excluded from the

Sehe and from the Party; but this punisiment wae a

m-tter of Party diseipline and the men ﬁare not brought

before the courts. The punishment was obviously not
suffiecient under the cirocumstances,

The circumstances in all of thesc cases have been
so difficult that it has been impossible to state to
the German authorities that they gould find the offenders.
They have in every oase promised to find them and have
expressed regret over the incidents and have assured that
every effort would be made to prevent repetition. It
has therefore been Ilmpossible or at least impraecticable,
to press these further with the authorities. In the
present instanee, however, the circumstances are such
that 1t should be possible to determine who attacked
Mr. Zuckermen. le was standing on Sunday, July 16,
between 1130 and 1:45 in the afterncon, on the

company

Nicolaistrasse in Leipszig, whem en 8.4./stepped from
the main column which was parading the streets of
Lelpzlg and came into the licolalstrasse. The
eompany had almost passed the spot where lr. Zuckerman
and hig relatives were standing, when evidently socme of
the men in the rear of the colum saw that the group
was made up of Jews. They broke thelyr ranks and atiacked
the entire group of four on the sidewalk, imocking them

down




down and beating them. It may be diffieult to determine

what eompeny of S.4. men this was, a8 there were
140,000 $.., men from all parte of Gormany in lelpzig
that dey; but the police in Germany are still efficlient
in every respeet except againsi S.4. men and there
should be no difficulty on the part of the police and
the S.4. in detormining who committed this attack.

In view, therefore, of the extrsordinary nature
of the attack on My, “uckerman and its particularly
aggravated nature, I felt 1t desirseble that 1t shoudd
be brought in the most emphatie manner to the atientlon
of the German suthorities. After consultation with the
mbassy, therefore, I eslled personally on Staatssecretaer
Sehlegslberger, the iscting linister of Justiece of russiaj
on Stastssecretacr Greuert in the russian Hinistry of
the interior: and on Staatassecretaser fundtner of the
Einistry of the Interier of the Reich. In > rder that
the case might some to the personal attention of
iinlster Goering, I also called upon Staatssecretaer
Hileh who 1s the Acting Aly )Minister, I also called
again that day on Dr. Volk of the State Secret
Politiesl PMolice. In these conversations I thought it
advisaeble to bring to the attention of the higher
authorities the background which made 1t desireble, and
in this case imperative, that aporopriate action be
taken to bring about the apprchension, arrest and
pinishment of the 8.4, men involved in the attaek. I

am trenamitting herewlth the memorands of the conversations

which




which I believe will be of particular  inbterest to
the Department not only beecause of their bearing om
this case, but slso becaunse of thelr general bearing
on the situation in the country (encloswure No. 3).

It is elear {ro: these conversatlions that the

Judielial authorities in Germany have heretofore felt

themselves powerless againnst the Z.4. and that ir-

respestive of thelr orimes ©5... men havenot been
amenable to the Jjudlelal tribunels and have in theory
as well as in faet and practice, been sbove the law.

i wae assured by every one of the high - ffiecials vhom
I interviewed on July 21, that they reallized that this
sltuation eould not continue, net only for internal
reasons but alsc because of the effect on foroign
relations. I was apeured by &1l of them that the most
energetic steps would be taken to apprehend the 5.4,
men who had atiacked lr. ‘uckerman and that they would
be brought to trisl and sppropristely punished.

It 1g unfortunate in some respects that the abtack
took place in the State of Saxony and is therefore not
within the provinge of the Prussian offieials. in
caxony snd in Silesia the situstion is not nearly so
good now a8 1t is in Prussia as respects diseipline in
the S.4. and unauthorized actiom of this Party forece.

I am informed by Consul Busser in a letter dated July
24, thet the Police "resident of Leipzig has informed
him that he has not been able, in spite of every effort
he has made, to identify the orsons who attacked lir,

aekorman.




uskerman. The Folice 'resident asked Consul Dusser

as to whether he was satiafied with the investigation
which he had made. I have informed Consul Busser today
th«t he 1s to eall upon the "olice ‘resident of Lel zig
this afterncon and to state th:t we are not satisflied
with the investigstion that has been nade; as in view

of the conerete information whieh we were able to transe
mit there is no reason why they shouid not be able o
identify and arrest the offenders.

I am tranmitting herevith s copy of the letter
whieh I addressed to fmbassador Dodd on July 22, trange
mitting eoples of the memorsnda of my converasations
herewith tranesitted (enclosure No. 4); and the Depart-

ment will note that in =y letier I state th't I believe

in this case wo must demand the most energetic sction

by the poliee and the higher asuthorities. I am of the
opinion that if the proper action is not takem in this
case on the basls of the representations which I have
made, it will be neccassary for the Department to instruct
the Imbassy to make the most formal protests and demands
for satisfaction on the German Covermnment through the
Foreign Office. Jar Govermnment has, | believe, so

far very properly refreined from meking formsl reprecen=
tetions in any individual case. Ve have given the German
authorities time to put their house in opder, They have
sdmitted, as will be noted in the nmemorsanda herewith
transmitted, that 1t is high time that these attacks

on foreigners and on thelr owm cltizens cease and that

they




they bring responsible S.4. men to trial and appropriately
punish them. If, therefore, aft r the thorough way in
whieh this ease was presented to the higher authorities
on July 21 and after thelr assurances they do not take
the proper action, I am of the opinion thet it is not
only advisable but essential that we meke formal repre-
sentations at the instance of the Department, and they
ghould be made in the most emphatiec manner,

I shall not fall to keep the Department advised

of interssting developments in this case.

Respectfully yours,

George &, lessersmith,
imeriean Consul Ceneral.

Inelosures:
1.Copy of letter of July 21 to Cecret rfolices
2.Copy of affidavit of lir. ‘uckerman}
S.Coples of § memorandaj
4.Copy of lettor to imbassador Dodd;

Copy of letter to Consul Dusser, July 26,
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