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mtMIGM COiSOLHTfe- lEHKlUE* 

Berlin, 0< -many, July -26, 1953. 

SUBJECT t Beport on the att&ck on Philip ;£aakeraatt* 
& naturaliaod Aaerlaaa ©Itisea. 

STRICTLY COSriSKKTIAIt, 

TUB fflECKKfAKI OF STAYS* 

I have th© honor t© infona the Î epartaasnt that 

on Sunday, July 16, 1953* Sir* Philip znekenaan, a 

naturalised Aaerlean citizen, residing la Berlin, was 

attacked in X*a;',psig by S.A« e»a and severely beaten* 

Sir* Saefearaaiia- w*is accompanied at the time by his vlfa 

who is not an &aerloan eltinea* and fey her father and 

sifter, according to th© affidavit executed before 

Consul deist ef this Consulate Qoneral an July 20, aha 

&&w Mr« Zuakerraan in the hospital in Berlin* aot only 

Mr. aaakenaan but his wife, father-in-law, and sister-

in-law were knoe&od down and beaten by the S*A* man* 

Tlie attack on Mr« Zuakerman was first brought to 

the attention of this Consulate General by !r« Buaser, 

th© Consul at Leipaig, and iotaediatdly after om receipt 

of the Information concerning the attack Consul Gel at 

called on the State Secret Political i^liao to bring 

th© 
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the attack to their attention? and on July 21, 19S3 

a ©opy of the affidavit which Mr« atekerraan had s«ecutad 

was transmitted t© them with an aeeoapanying latter, 6 

copy of whleh Is transitttad herewith (enclosure No* 1>* 

Thapa is also transmitted herewith a sspy of Mr* 3a*ksp» 

aan'« affidavit (enclosure So:- 2)« Str« Zuckenaan was 

so badly injur©** that he had to receive meiiaal attention 

In Laipaig and could not be brought to Berlin until tha 

Tuesday ©waning following th© attack. A Visa jenaul 

on the staff of this of flee met him at th© station with 

en ambulance and had alia taken to a hospital wh@rs ha 

is still receiving treatment for his Injuria©* Thar© 

Is no question es to th© fact that J§r« Suckeraan 

suffered severs injuries through the attack on hlia by the 

S*A« men In Lelpslg on July 16* 

fa© Department 1© aware that the attack© on As©rls©n 

sltisens have recently been loss frequent and this Is 

undoubtedly due to the energetic action whleh th© higher 

leaders ©f th© Party and the 3ovornment have he&n taking 

to prevent such attacks. The Consulates General has 

reason t© believe that the strictest orders have be«n 

issued by the Government and by the Psrty leaders that 

th© physical at tacks on Jews oust stop. That they 

are sincere in thair desire that sueh attack® «h*ll 

stop, ©annot I b©ll©ve be questioned. On ths other 

hand the prejudices which have b©on aroused are a© 

ds«s> snd so widSly spread among the masses, that it 

Is entirely underatandabl* that sueh incidents should 

continue 
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continue to take place even when there Is en endeavor 

to maintain strict discipline. Further than this 1% Is 

quite apparent that the decision of the 3©v«rnraont and 

of the Party to follow a moderate course has caused • 

good deal of opposition among the ra&saes of the ;Vty, 

particularly in the S#A« and especially in the states of 

Saxony end Silesia. It has been a favorite pestixa© of 

the S.A* men to attack the Jews and one cannot avoid the 

plain language of stating that they do not like to he 

deprived of their prey. There has further been an 

indication that discipline in the 3» &• itself is not 

as good as the leader© ©an properly desire, ffl&d that 

there have bee* serious eonfliets between s»A* men in 

Saxony and >'llesi»« The fact that S«A« asm have not 

been brought before- the courts for trial and punlahejant 

has tin had a bus! effect, and the S.JU sen have Imd 

the distinct fooling that they are above the law. In 

this connection it is particularly interesting that not 

a single £»A« sum concerned in the ottaekg on American 

citizen© which have been brought to the attention of the 

Consulate General* has »«• -.n brought before a Judicial 

tribunal* The authorities have so far ttated that they 

could not find, the 8«A« isen who had ocraraitted these 

attetfhi© In sota© oases It wa© obviously exceedingly 

dif 1 ieult for them to find theiaj in other oases I sat 

of the opinion that they ©ouii have found ths% but that 

the polio©, fearing the S.A., did not wish to find tlie 

offenders. 
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offend©**. In th© on© ©as© where the information which 

we could give to the authorities was so precise that n© 

excuse ©joule! he found for not arresting the S«JU men, 

tw© ©f theat were arrested and were excluded from the 

S*A* and from the Party; but this punishment was m 

matter of Party discipline' and the sea were not brought 

befor© the court®, The punishment was obviously not 

sufficient under the ©ireusstenees. 

Th© circumstances in all of these eases have bo©* 

©C difficult that it has been impossible to state to 

th© QBrm&n authorities that they could find the offenders. 

They have in every case promised t© find them and h*w© 

expresses! regret over the incidents and have assured that 

every effort would be a»d# to prevent repetition. It 

ha© therefore bean iiaposslbl© or at least Impracticable, 

to press these further with the authoritl«©# In th© 

pr©ses» lnstane©t ha*©*©?* th© elreumstanc©©, ©.re such 

that It should be possible to determine who attacked 

Mr. ̂ uckerman. He was standing on Sunday*. July 16, 

between liSO and li4S In the afternoon, on the 
coapany 

Nleolaistrass© In Lelpiig, when an S*A*/»t«pp©d from 

th© siain column which w as parading the ©treett ©f 

Leipzig and cam© into th® llieolaistrass©* Tim 

/•wpany had almost passed, th© spot where Mr* Suckenaan 

end his relatives were standing, when evidently saae of 

the men in the rear of the column ©aw that th© group 

was aide up ©f Jews, They broke their ratios and attacked 

the entire group of four on the sidewalk* knocking ^©^ 

down 
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down and beating them. It ooy &o difficult to determine 

what oosspany of S*Ai a*en this waef as there were 

140.000 a* A* men free all parte of Oerajany la I#ipslg 

that dayj but the police in Oercieny aro still efficient 

in every respect except against S»A# »en and there 

should b© no difficulty on the part of the polio* and 

the S»A* in determining who ccosmltted this attack* 

Xn view, therefore* of the extraordinary nature 

of the attack on ir» Euekerraan and. lt« particularly 

aggravated nature, I felt it desirable that it ohouMl 

be brought in the most emphatic manner to the attention 

of the Osraon authorltieow Aft«# oonoultatlon with the 

iabaasy, therefore, I called personally on Stoatsaecretaer 

Sehlsgelberger, the Acting Minister of Justice of rrusslaj 

on Stoatssecreteer <h*6.uert In the Prussian Ministry of 

the interiori and on Stoateseereteey i-fundtner of the 

ttlnlstvy of the interior of the Relob* 3n ardor that 

the eoae night come to the persono! attention of 

Minister (Soaring* I also called upon Stoat sseoretas* 

Milch who is the Acting Air Miniates* 1 alao called 

again that day on Br* voUc of the State Secret 

Political Police. In those conversations Z thought it 

odvisablft to bring to the attention of the hi.gho» 

authorities the backgro-und which imde it desirable, tm& 

in thi» ooee iterative, that appropriate action be 

taken to bring about the apprehension, arrest and 

ptanlehrasttt of the S,A# man involved in the attack, %. 

m transmitting herewith the memoranda, of the conversations 

which 
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which I believe will be of particular, interest to 

the 3eparttaant not only because of their bearing on 

this case, but also because of thai* general bearing 

on th® situation in the country (enclosure Ho* 5). 

It la ©leas* from, these ©onveraatione that the 

judicial authorities In Oermaiay have heretofore felt 

themsalvei powerless ©gainst the 8»A# and that lap* 

respective of their ©rises S#A# men havenct been 

amenable to the judicial tribunals and have In theory 

as well as In fact and practice, been above the law* 

1 wan aanured by ©vary one of the high officials whom 

1 interviewed on July 21, that they realised that this 

situation could not contlnua, not only fof> internal 

reasons but also because of the effect oo foreign 

relation*. I was assured by all of them that the most 

enargeti§ steps would be taken to apprehend the S«A* 

man who had attack©'! W&* :iuckern»n and that they wouM 

be br .-tight to trial and appropriately punished. 

It la unfortunate in some respects that the attack 

took place In the State of Saxony and is therefore not 

within the province of the Prussian officials. In 

Saxony and in Silesia the situation la not nearly a© 

good now as It la in Prussia as respects discipline in 

the t«A, and unauthorised action of this Party for©*. 

I am Informed by Consul Busaer in a letter dated July 

24, that the Police President of Lcipsig has Informed 

him that lie has not been able, in spite *f ®v®ry effort 

ha has m*d*9 t© identify the • arson*, who attacked lir* 

:: uckenaan. 



Zwtikeraaa* fhe Folio* President asked Consul Busse# 

as t© vhothor ho was satisfied with tho investigation 

which he had smd©* X have informed Consul Bassor today 

thnt ho i« to call upon tho folio© .*yo*idont of Lelosig 

thla afternoon and to state that we are not satisfied 

with the investlgstion that las been ftAdoj as in view 

of the concrete Information which we were able to traaft* 

mit there is »o reason why they should not be able to 

identify ted arrest tho offenders. 

1 am transmitting herewith a oopy of the letter 

which I addressed to Ambassador Dodd on July 22, trans* 

mitting oopies of the memoranda of my conversations 

herewith transmitted Cenclosups, KG* 4 ) | and the Depar%» 

mont will not© that in igp letter I state th t I beliovo 

in this ease we aunt demand the most energetic action 

fey the polio© and the higher authorities. I as of the 

©pinion that if the proper action Is not taken in this 

case on the basis of tho representations which X hove 

mad©* it will be necessary for the Bepartaont to instruct 

the I&abassy to make the most formal protests and demands 

for satisfaction on the Oarmsn Government tiirough tho 

Foreign yf flosjo 9sr Government has, X believe, so 

far very property refrainod from asking formal represen­

tations in any individual ©sssse* Wo have given tho German 

authorities time to put their house in order. They have 

admitted* as wilt to noted in the memoranda h*rawltfc 

tran@:!-sittod0 that it is high time that those attacks 

on foreigners and on their own oitlsens coast and that 

thsy 
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they bring responsible S«A* BUM to trial and appropriately 

punish than. If, therefore, af%*r the thorough way 1B 

«hi©h this oftac was presented to the higher authorities 

on July 21 and after their assurances they do not taSse 

the proper action, I mi of the opinion that it is not-

only advisable hut essential that we make formal #©pjp#» 

aeatatlons at the instance of the Oeparlasent, &n& they 

should be raade in the tmst emphatic manner, 

X shall not fall to keep the Department advised 

of interesting developments in this eaae* 

Respectfully yours* 

George g# Mesaer smith* 
American Consul :>®neral« 

Enclosures! 
l*Cepy of letter of July 81 t© Secret l*©liee| 
2•Copy of affidavit of Mr« Zunkermanf 
5.Copies of § memoranda} 
4*Copy of letter to Asstoaeaador Doddj 

Copy of letter to Consul Busserf July 28* 
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