




































































































































































2 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. \ 
there might be war and expected to duplicate its performance 
during the Spanish War. We were then without vessels. We 
were obliged to buy them where and how we could. The Sena­
tor from Utah [Mr. SMOOT] put into the RECORD a few days ago 
the prices at which his party bought and the price at which his 
party sold those boats. In both instances, in the last analysis, 
the Shipping Trust was the seller and the buyer. It robbed the 
Government at both ends of the transaction in a manner so 
conscienceless that I wonder even the Senator from Utah [Mr. 
SMOOT] does not find his ostrich stomach rebel at the possibility 
of a repetition. 

This measure was brought forward. The old trust is now as 
always on guard. I well remember that about two years ago 
some patriotic citizens of California, desiring to exhibit the 
products of that State in the ports of othe:· countries, wanted to 
buy n ,-essel. They desired to sail the vessel under the Ameri­
can flag. They were forced to go to the Shipping Trust, for it 
owned substantially all the vessels under the American 
flag. ',['hat beneficent institution demanded about three prices 
for a vessel. Unwilling to be robbed, these gentlemen went 
outside the trust. They found a vessel that had been built 
in foreign parts, which they could buy for about one-third 
of the sum demanded by the combination. They caused a bill 
tu be introduced in Congress granting the privilege to that ves­
sel to sail under the American flag, for they did not want to 
exhibit American products under a foreign flag. When that lit­
tle bill, permitting the purchase of a single vessel, came before 
the Commerce Committee all of the shipyards and the repre­
sentatives of the great Shipping Trust appeared, protesting that 
the people of California should not have the privilege asked. 
When the committee informed the representatives of the inter­
ests that it proposed to report the bill favorably, the intending 
purchasers were taken out into the hall and their demands were 
satisfied. 

Mr. President, the shipyards and Shipping Trust of this coun­
try have been very potential for a great many years. We have 
endeavored on several occasions to pass bills for the amelio­
ration of the condition of sailors upon its ships, and I have al­
ways found the trust on hand, as it is on hand to-day, as the 
country knows it is on hand to-day, ready to oppose the public 
interest in its own selfish interest. 

Mr. President, the opponents of this bill well understand 
the situation. If this bill is killed, then the Shipping Trust 
will continue to absolutely hold the foreign commerce of this 
country in its grip. It will continue to extort all that its 
conscience will permit it to take. History as well as its present 
conduct demonstrates that its conscience will not balk at 
robbing a grave or despoiling the blind. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President--
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yield to the Senator from Colorado? 
Mr. REED. I .yield. 
Mr. THOMAS. Does the Senator from Mis~ouri think that 

the Shipping Trust has such a thing as a conscience? 
Mr. REED. Well, there are various kinds of consciences. 

Frequently a scoundrel employs his conscience as the cloak of 
his villainy. I doubt not but the Shipping Trust possesses 
that accommodating kind of mentality. I have generally ob­
served that those who vote with it always invoke their con­
science. 

But I return to what I was saying a moment ago. If this 
bill is defeated, then the farmers and manufacturers, both of 
the North and South, who have goods to transport across the 
seas will in the future, as at this present hour, remain subject 
to extortion, outrage, and robbery by the shipping monopoly. 
Elvery man who votes against this bill to-da:i, votes in favor 
of preserving the grip of the trust. 

I have not the slightest patience with those gentlemen who 
are professing to vote against the bill upon the ground that by 
its passage we thereby endanger our neutrality. That argu­
ment is based, in its last analysis, upon the hypothesis that 
the President of the United States will appoint a shipping 
board that, in the face of the law and the common sense of the 
situation, will do something to involve this country in war. 
Mr. President, that might be a genuine fe,ar if we had as Presi­
dent of the United States the man whom many of you on the 
other side of the Chamber followed with cheers nnd acclama­
tions only a few years ago. Thoughtful men might well hesi­
tate if we had as President of the United States the man who 
so loved bloodshed and war as to boast, after a battle, that his 
own hand had struck down a human being, that he had 
"potted a Spaniard." 

If we had as President of the United States. a man of bluster, 
a lover of contention, one who preferred the nccouterments ·of 
the cowboy and the headgear of a Barbary pirate to the more 
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sober uniform of the American soldier, whose stock kn trade was 
bombnst nncl fustian-if we had such a man, we m\ght be fear­
ful of permitting him even to run at large at a til)le like this. 
But, Mr. President, if there is one thing above anot:~.er tl).at has 
characterized every act of Woodrow Wilson, it is Jr4! profound 
and unalterable devotion to the cause of human peace. Aye, 
more than that, he possesses the poise, the coolness, the delibera­
tion, and the high intelligence that enables him to carry out 
that policy with due regard for the dignity of this country and 
with proper consideration for the rights of all other nations. 
He has shown that he posse§ses, along with the coolness and 
deliberation of a Jefferson, the lligh courage of a Jackson. That 
courage will not permit him to be swayed from his purpose by 
any sudden impulse, clamor, or frenzy that may seize the country. 
It will enable him to stand calmly at the helm of the ship of state 
and keep her within the waters of safety. This man, devoted 
to peace; this man, whose every act shows his love of peace, 
will not plunge our country into war simply because he is given 
the right to purchase or build a few vessels. There is not a man 
in this Chamber who believes the country will be plunged into 
war by Woodrow Wilson. That pretense is a false pretense. 
Those who make it deliberately seek to mislead the public. 

Let me say to these gentlemen you will deceive no one. The 
people will understand, and do now underliltand, that if this bill 
is defeated, it is defeated at the demand of the shipping monop­
oly that has so long controlled the commerce of the high seas. 

Mr. President, I again congratulate our old friend, the Ship­
ping Trust. There will be rejoicing wherever its representatives 
meet to-night. Many a bottle of champagne will be broken be­
cause the Democratic ranks have been broken. If the trust is 
strong enough to override a Democratic caucus, if it is strong 
enough to make Democrats turn their backs upon their party 
council, aye, if it is wizard enough to amalgamate into a solid 
body the ·highly conscientious insurgent and the standpatter 
whom the insurgent has for four years denounced, it is indeed 
potential. If it can put to bed under the same cover the turbu­
lent elements of the Republican Party and lull them to peaceful 
slumber by its siren song, then, indeed, is it the prince of 
seducers, and is entitled to be congratulated. 

As I looked over at the other side during the roll call and be­
held the solid line-up, th~ Progressive and the reactionary, the 
standpatter and the Bull Mooser, the followers of Taft and the 
followers of Roosevelt, and the followers of no one in particu­
lar, all voting together, I said to myself, "How beautiful a thing 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." What a glorious 
consolation must come to the hearts of all the Republican 
brethren in the thought that their party has been reunited and 
all its wounds healed by the soothing touch of that Shipping 
Trust which has for a quarter of a century been plundering the 
people of the United States. 

The cry of those who oppose this bill is that it is socialistic. 
That claim sounds strange from Republicans who a few years 
ago proposed to vote $9,000,000 per year for 20 years, a total of 
$180,000,000, of the taxpayers' money as a sop to the shipping 
combination. 

There was then no socialism in turning the taxpayers' money 
over as a subsidy to boats and boat owners. That was highly 
patriotic; that was entirely constitutional; that was greatly to 
be desired; that was statecraft; that was not socialism. But 
now that we propose, instead of giving the money to a ship­
owner and allowing him to keep the ship, to take the ship over 
and have something for our money, we are the wickedest ot 
socialists. That may be socialism of a very unpleasant variety 
to the gentleman who wants to get our money and keep his ship, 
but the policy will be most agreeable to the man who wants to 
ship his goods at a fair price. 

Mr. President, let me suppose an almost unsupposable case. 
Let us assume that this Government shall be drawn into the 
European war-an unthinkable proposition to my mind and 
lamentable beyond human expression-but assume that it does 
happen, and that this bill has been passed, and the ships have 
been acquired. We will then have a hundred vessels under 
our own flag subject to our immediate call. These ships will 
be prepared to carry coal and munitions and men wherever 
they were needed. But if the bill is defeated, and if war shall 
come, the country will find itself with scarce a vessel to trans­
port a ton of coal or a company of soldiers. 

Senators are voting against this addition to the Navy of the 
United St!ltes who have clamored for years for more ships of 
war. They refuse now to vote for ships of peace which J?laY 
be invaluable in case of war. They prefer crippling the Umted 
States Navy to crippling the Shipping Trust. 

Mr. President, we have for days witnessed a most heroic 
exhibition-the entire Republican side engaging in a filibuster 
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to prewnt a vote upon this bill. .All night long they have stood 
and talked about e\·erything except the shipping bill. They 
have organized themselns into oratorical relays. E,ery ob· 
struction known to the parliamentarian has been brought into 
play. nnd for what reason? It was in order that the forces 
might be mustered. When a conference action on this side is 
disregarded, and when on the other side the standpatter and the 
Progressive get together, the reason is plain. 

The old bull moose ls said to be shrinking, drying up. almost 
ready to take its place with the dead dust of the departed. 
Some of us fondly hoped that there might be a littlP vitality 
left in the animal; that there might remain such a thing as a 
final kick of independence. Some o! us cherished the thought 
that there still might be a little heat in the expiring embers 
of that fire of virtuous reform which poured forth so bot a 
flame a few years ago. But it appears that the Bull Moose 
Party bas just laid down and died-that the Progressives have 
gone back to the fleshpots o! the standpatter. They are all to­
day dining out of the same trough. They bunt together. They 
are enlisted in the same service. They are traveling in the 
same harness. 

They are exhibiting wonderful "teamwork." They answer 
to the crack o! the same lash. The insurgent who has !or four 
years been sitting on the breeching is now tugging at the traces. 
He wlll soon have collar galls. U it were not impolite, I 
would venture to repeat the old scriptural phrase, "The dog is 
turned to his own vomit and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire." 

But I wlll not quote the Scripture-it is sometimes too harsh 
for polite society-so I will content mysel! with saying that 
the Insurgents and the standpatters, the bull moose and the 
elephant. the nondescript and the political "what is it" are 
now all bedding together. • 

Democrats. we, at least, will get a little satisfaction out o! 
that fact. The country will no longer be ailllcted with the epi­
demic o! political false pretense. 

The political Pharisee will cease standing upon the street 
corner and thanking God that he is not as other Republicans 
and sinners. He will admit in the future-at least the people 
will admit it for him-that all Republicans are of one class, 
bone of the same bone, flesh of the same flesh, now, as in the 
past, controlled by the same fundamental motives and answer­
ing to-day as of old to the lash of the interests. 

Let me read you the words of one of the eloquent opponents 
of this bill, who joins in the cry that if the Government now 
acquires some ships to haul our grains at a fair price it will be 
:;:uilty of socialism. who, when he was advocating the plunder­
ing of the people through a ship subsidy uttered nn argument 
which is as true to-day as it was then, namely, " that an 
abundance of shipping Is of benefit to the entire country and 
to all of its people." Mr. LoDGE on January 30, 1906, said: 

This Is not a mere question ot advantage and assistance to the Inter­
ests which Ile along our ocean coasts. It may not be as obvious to 
those wbo dwell lu the Interior as It Is to those of us who llve either 
on the ebores of the Pac!tlc or ot the .Atlantic. But it Is In tbe Interest 
of every man In the United States who Is interested In our agri culture 
or our Industries tbat we should have a great merchant marine, able to 
save us from such foreign combinations and syndicates as the one I 
bave described. 

Why. Brother LODGE said then there were syndicates and com­
binations, and the only way we could get rid of them was by 
creating a merchant marine. But be wanted to create a mer­
chant marine, pay for it out of the people's money, and give it to 
somebody, while we want to create a merchant marine and own 
It ourselves until such time, at least, as it can be disposed of to 
those who will run it in the intere!!t of the people of the 
country. 

I read you also from Senator GALLINGER and can also read 
from other dlstinguished Senators upon that side, who, when they 
were asking for money to put into the pockets of private citizens, 
could stand, with tears in their eyes, weeping over the extortion 
practiced by the shipping combination upon the farmer and the 
merchant and the manufacturer. Yet, all of these statesmen 
have to-day opposed the only possible measure that can be 
brought forward at this time and that will give any relief to 
the people of the United States. 

In discussing the question ot ship subsidy in 1902 Senator 
GALLINGER quoted from an English telegram, which read: 

Rrltlsb shipowners have been watching with great Interest the efforts 
of tbe United States to foster the growth of the merchant marine 
They believe that It the subsidy bill In Congress becomes a law It wlli 
d1•:1t n severe blow to British sblplDulldlng. To-morrow the chambers ot 
shipping of the United Kingdom will meet. Col. Ropner, M. P., will be 
reelected president. In the speech which be will del!ver be will point 
this out as a danger which le threatening <il'reat Britain's supremacy In 
the ocean carrying trade. 
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Then, Mr. GALLINGER said: 
In the Interests of commerce It Is proposed that the Government 

shall build an lnteroceanlc canal! the C01it of which will be hundreds or 
millions of dollars, and the Vll ue ot which to the commerce of the 
United Sta tes Is largely problematical. No one Is wise enough to state 
wltb any degree of accuracy the cost ot the canal, Its value to commerce, 
or its cost of maintenance. 

'l'ben he added : 
I am willing to risk something In the attempt to restore our flag to 

the ocean and to put l!nes ot steamships on the great highways of com­
merce. If It succeeds, It will be the grandest achievement of the cen­
tury, while It It falls It will be no reproach to tbose ot us who made 
an honest effort to bring about the desired result. 

Again, I ask, what was the difference between that proposi­
tion and this? The substance of that proposition wns to tnke 
the taxpayers' money and give it to a shipowner and let him 
own and hnve the benefit of the ship. The substance of this 
proposition ls to tnke the taxpnyers' money and buy the ships 
for the benefit of the people of the United States. 

But I return to the argument mnde here that by buying some 
vessels we become socialists. Mr. President, the same men who 
make that argument now, with a front so solemn it would do 
credit to a professional mourner at a Chinese funeral, sat in the 
Senate Chamber only a few weeks ago and voted unanimously 
for the Government to go into the business of insuring ships. 
If the Government can go into the business of insuring ships 
without engaging In socialism. then the Government can go Into 
the business of owning ships without becoming socialistic. For 
what Is an insurance policy? When the Government writes a 
policy upon a ship or its cargo It puts itself in the place of the 
owner of that ship. It stands between the shipowner and loss. 
It assumes the great responsibilities of ownership. Its share 
of the profit Is in the premium. It Is not as much of a govern­
mental function to insure ships as It is to own ships-aye, It Is 
mnch less-because the ownership o! the vessel is of vlllue to our 
~avy. and because it has to do directly with the shipment of 
goods, which Is always a governmental function, whereas the 
business of insurance has always been a private business. 

But why were the Senators upon the other side o! this 
Chamber willing to vote with such alacrity for a governmental 
insurance of vessels? Was it because that bill put the money 
of the United States back of private enterprise? Wns Jt because 
we were guaranteeing the boats of the Shipping Trust? When 
that bill was here the Shipping Trust, through the exchanges 
that It controls, could hold meetings and pass resolutions de­
manding that the United States assume the risk of shipping. 
That was not socialistic. But if the United States does any­
thing to relieve the shipper Its action Is wickedly sociali stic. 
The argument is a fraud and is not believed in by those who 
make It. Let me state It In a sentence. If the United States 
guarantees the Shipping Trust against loss, that Is patriotic; 
but i! it guarantees the shipper against extortion by the trust, 
that is socialistic. 

.Again, I remark that the very gentlemen who inveigh against 
this blll and denounce It as soclalistlc were also, some of tJ:iem, 
Members of this body when we acquired a line of vessels which 
we now own and run. Is It pure democracy to run vessels to 
the ports of Panama? Is that pure democracy? And 111 it so­
cialistic to run other vessels through the Panama Canal to Costa 
Rica or to the California coast? If the one is socialistic, sir, the 
other Is socialistic; and the man who voted to put that Panama 
line of vessels upon the seas and to have the Government own 
them voted !or the eame kind of socialism embraced In this 
bill. 

The gentlemen will justify by saying that it was necessary to 
use the vessels In connection with the Panama Canal project. 

I grant you that excuse existed, but I call your attention to 
the fact that n greater reason exists now, namely, that the 
commerce of the ocean is paralyzed. Our cotton lies upon the 
docks unshipped, our wheat and corn await vessels; and the 
extortlouer and usurer of commerce stands at the docks to 
demand a Shylock's toll from all the people of the land. 

.Again, we could take $400,000,000 and build the Panama 
Canal, and we could buy and own and operate a railroad, not 
only to use in connection with the canal Itself but to transport 
the goods of private individuals. I make you the prediction 
now that when the canal ls finished, when the railroad is no 
longer needed In connection with the canal, if that time ever 
comes, there will not be found in this Chamber a corporal's 
gunrd of men who will dare vote to take that railroad out of 
the Government's control and turn it over to a private corpora­
ation. Likewise we are now preparing to build a railway in 
Alaska. 

Mr. President, what is the relief Senators on the other iilide 
propose? What have you to bring :forward? If you have a 



4 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
better proposition, why have you not submitted it? You have 
put orators upon the floor who have sung their wearisome songs 
and filled in their dry platitudes and maunderings with long ex­
tracts from newspapers that had nothing whateYer to do with 
the case. 

,Ye listened to a speech that was concluded this afternoon 
pre,:umptively upon this bill thnt began some time Saturday 
afternoon. It originated in a burst of poetry, which was some 
kind of eulogy upon old age. It ran and ranted up and down 
the scale, through the falsetto, the orotund, the guttural, and all 
intermediate noises, natural and supernatural, human ears can 
enclure. It continued to run on, like the stream, almost forever, 
and it ended, so far as I know, without for a single moment 
touching this bill; but in the meantime the Republican-Demo­
cratic caucus was going on. 

We hnve heard a good deal of denunciation by the other side 
of cnucuses and conferences. How wicked they have been to 
the holy vision of the unco good! And yet, when I saw the 
performance llere of a few moments ago, I knew there had been 
a cnucus. I knew there had been a hard-and-fast caucus-a 
caucus that was strong enough to bring in all the insurgent 
Republicnn,:, except LA FOLLETTE, I understand. Tl.lank God for 
the exception ! 

The caucus reached across the aisle; it invaded the Demo­
cratic side. There wns nn arranged program, a complete under­
stnnding, if human evidence means anything. 

I used to belong, in my callow youth, to the militia. I hap­
pened to be captain of n company for a short time. If I could 
eyer have gotten my company of raw recruits to respond to the 
command "Fall in" with the alncrity that was manifested by 
the Republicans and some eight or nine Democrnts an hour ago, 
when this motion was made, I would have believed that my 
militia company was almost ready to be mustered into the Reg­
ular Army and entitled to be ranked as veterans. 

I trm;t we will hear no more cant from the other side about 
"cnucuses" and "ngreements" and "conferences" and the 
wickeclnNlR of "<loing business when the public is not there to 
see all that Is going on." I hope and pray that these gentlemen 
will no longer wear that threadbnre mask. but that standing 
out in the open, as they ought to do, they will cease pretending 
thnt they nre too good to haYe a caucus or a conference. 

'l'he Renn tor from New York [Mr. RooT] rose, not early in this 
discussion but after It hnd gone on seYeral dnys. and with a 
pious unction thnt would have done credit to the original Phari­
see on the streets of Jerusnlem snid that he did "believe in cau­
cuses, but that caucuses should never be held until there had 
been full public debate, the bill had been considered, and the 
views of all men had been henrd." Tllen, l\Ir. President, he joined 
In a fllihuster to prevent an expression of opinion; and, of 
course, he joined in to-day's caucus, the purpose of which was 
to " put something over" when nobody suspected it was 
coming. 

'I.'he line of attack that was made here this afternoon is very 
much like that going on oYer in Europe. There they burrow 
under the ground, keep out of sight, let nobody know anything 
about whnt ls going on; finnlly, they get up close enough so 
thnt they cnn plant a bomb under the brenstworks of the enemy. 
Sometimes It Is said they even acquire a few deserters. 

Now. I make no complaint about that. You ham the right 
to adopt these tactics if you want to. But please, please. do 
not appenr here In the future with sanctimonious faces and pious 
preachments about the evil of conferences and the wickedness 
of "not doing the public business In the public eye." Let us 
haYe done with that. Let this be the last time we ever hear it. 
Let the :ilmost dis11ppenrlng modesty of your natures rise up to 
protest ngainst a repetition of th:it miserable pretense. 

What proposition have the gentlemen on the other side for a 
naval reserve? What are you going to give us? You have been 
nrging thnt our fleet is not strong enough. What do you pro­
pose? How shall we get these vessels? A naval reserve has 
hitherto been your slogan. 

798,2-14'72 

The naval reserve was an important question some time ago. 
Let me read from a great Senator: 

Our naval fleet is almost tbe only one in tbe world, with tbe excep­
tion of that of Russia and China, perhaps, which has no second line­
no sea m!lltla-beblnd It. And we can never have such a second line, 
such a sea militia, so long as nine-tenths of our foreign commerce Is 
conveyed by foreign ships, even If 10 or 12 per cent of these foreign 
ships nre owned by American capital. 

This bill of tbe merchant marine commission will give us ships of 
our own-American built and manned by American officers and seamen. 
It will not give us floating palaces. It is not primarily a bill for fast 
trans-Atlantic navigation. It aims, rather, to encourage the creat!ou of 
sttam lines of moderate speed and great carrying power to South 
America, Africa, and Asia-

And so forth. 
Those were the words of no less a personage in the Repub­

lican Party than Senator PENROSE. Why, you were all of one 
mind. You all wanted a merchant marine then. You all 
wanted an auxiliary fleet then. But somehow or some way 
you wanted a graft in the nature of a subsidy for the old 
Shipping Trust. The mere thought of that graft aroused your 
patriotism. How your rhetorical periods resounded in favor 
of a merchant marine and an auxiliary navy. But when it is 
proposed that there shall be no graft, that the vessels shall be 
bought and paid for and owned, that no one shall have his hands 
in the pockets of the people, that the auxiliary navy shall be 
really ours, how quick you can discover that there is no 
necessity for a single ship. With what alacrity you can cry 
" socialism " ! 

You sit on the other side of the Chamber without a proposi­
tion. You propose to leave the farmers of your Stnte in a 
position where their products that are shipped across the ocean 
must pay the extortioners' price. You propose to leave the 
great manufacturers of the country and the smaller alike at the 
mercy of the Shipping Trust. You propose to leave our fleet of 
war without. an auxiliary vessel. You have nothing to propose. 

Well, it ls a proud day for the old Shipping Trust. A naval 
officer told me, in lllustration of how far that concern can reach, 
that for many years this Nation bu!lt men-of-war far below the 
size of the vessels of other nations, vessels that in size were 
absolutely obsolete, and that the re:ison why that was done was 
because the shipyards of this country were not yet ready to 
build larger vessels. The Yery life of our Nation was thus 
imperiled at the demand of the ship combinntlon. 

1\Ir. President, there have been no legitimate arguments 
brought against this bill. Gentlemen ~a;v: cr:i; " Soci~Jism ! 
socialism ! socialism ! " but there ls no socJUl!sm m the bill. It 
ts primarily a war measure. It will not necess:irily continue 
in existence six months after the war ls over and after normal 
conditions haYe been restored. It is simply a question whether 
the United States will leave the people of the country at the 
mercy of a merciless combination or whether the Government 
of the United States in this exigency-in this unprece<lented 
emergency-will come to the rescue of the people of the United 
States. 

!\fr. President, the vote just taken may mean the death of 
this blll · I do not know. I do not intend to quarrel with 
Democratic Senators who do not see the question as I see it. 
But I recently attended a Democratic conference that sat for 
several days. It was the best attended conff>rence, first and 
Inst. that I have had the pleasure of being a member of since I 
became a Senator. That conference, with one dissenting vote, 
pledaed itself to the support of this bill. It was the result of 
com~on counsel. At the last every man in the conference 
agreed to sup11ort this bill. There were but few Senators who 
did not at some time attend the conference. I can not under­
stand how a Senator who was present can take any other 
action than one tllat is consistent with the resolution of the 
conference. I cnn not understand how Democrnts who have 
insisted upon party solidarity, who have been willing to go into 
conferences heretofore, who have accepted the honors con­
ferred by those caucusses, who hold positions in the Senate 
to-dny by Yirtue of caucus action, can find it within their con­
science to take the course we have just witnessed. 
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