No. 304 AMERICAN CONSULATE
Cologne, January 26, 1938,

Subject: Gosslip Regarding an Austrian Putsch.

Prentlss B, Gilbert, Esquire,
Charge d'Affalres ad interim,
American Embassy,
Berlin.

Sir:

As of possible interest to the Embassy, I have the
honor to report that in local SS circles there is
circulating a lot of braggadocio talk regarding a new
attempt lnspired by Goering and von Papen to seize Austrila,
The SS say that the job is up to them, that the SA falled
when they had their chance, that the legal forces of
Germany, especlally the Army, cannot be utilized for
this purpose, and that Goering's designation as Hitler's
successor needs only this crowning act and that Goering
has the silent consent of all whom it may concern.

The incorporation of Austria in the Third Reich is re-
garded in Party circles here as definltive as was the
remilitarization of the Rhineland. Mussolini's objection
to the scheme, 1t is argued, will beovercome in the course
of time, while the objections of other nations can be
brushed aside without any thought.

The Austrian Legion units in this part of Germany,
the nearest one is at Bad Godesburg, Hitler's favorite
habitat in the Rhineland, are still intact and impatient
for "the day".

Very respectfully yours,

(sign.) A.W. Klieforth,
American Consul General,




