Vienna, August 15, 1936.

Dear Mr. Phillips:

A friend of mine from Germany who is a German
citizen end who is one of the most ilmportent men in German
industry and finance, came to see me e few days sgo. He
1s not & Netional Socialist, snd has been sble to avoid all
assooiation with the Party snd remain undisturbed because
he is a2 man of extraordinary espacities and is extremely use-
ful as one of the faetors mainteining the industriasl and
financiel structure of the ocountry.

I found him very pessimistlo conserning the situ=-
ation. That he told me very lergely confirms whet I have
said eoncerning developments in the German intermal situstion
in my letter of August 12, Vhet I wish, however, to refer
to prineipslly in this letter is the stetement which he made
that whst must be understood outslde of Cermany is thet Germany
is no longer a "Rechts Staat™, thet 1s, 1t 1g a State in whish
private right or law no longer exists., He selé thet the re-
peated statement of the Party thet the Farty is the Stete and
the State the ‘arty snd thet the will of the Party is the law
and the only law, are very real things. He said thet the
real significence of this situation was little understood oute
side in spite of the publicity which reached other couniries
concerning developments in Germeny.
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He pointed out that this feet that the will of the
Party was the law was something which affected every mam,
woman, and ohild in Germsny, high and low, and without dis-
tinotion as to whether they were im or out of the Farty.
The courts have begome, he says, mere instruments of the
Party and such e thing as privete right either with respect
to property or personsl rights no longer exist.

He gave me & number of conorete examples of which
I will cite one whiseh I think illustretes this situation so
clearly that it should be known in the Department. Fursten-
walde is & town about forty kilometers from Berlin on the
Dresden rosd. It hes about 8,000 imhabitents. The wife
of one of the leading citizens there became an ardent Hationel
Soelalist in 1928, Her husband too became a member of the
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Party, but wes less enthusisstie. This woman is a very
intelligent and setive perszon and begsn to organize the
women of Mirstenwalde end then of neighboring towns inte
National Soelalist units, She has two sons, ome of whom
beceams a member of the S.A. and the other of the S.8.

When the Party came into power in 1933, Fiirsten-
walde of oourse got = Nazi Burgomester. Some months ago
he was replaced by a more ardent Nazl as his predecessor
wag not suffielently ruthless to satlsfy the radical Nazis
in the towm, The new Burgomaster 1t appeers began to or-
ganize various typee of orgles in the Rathaus and one even-
ing he got s number of youn; women from the towm into the
Ratheue and he and scme of his associates in the eity govern-
ment amused themselves by making a bet 28 to who could un-
dress a woman the quickest. The story of this resched
this Nationel ZSooialist woman, who was so shooked by it end
others she had heard of the same kind that she felt 1t her
duty te inform Hational Socielist Heedquarters in Berlin of
the conduet of the Burgomaster.

Her wction wes immediately followed by oontinuous
persecution of herself and her family., Her two soms, in
spite of the faet that they were members of the S.A. and S.5.,
lost their positions. Whenever she went out on the street
she was insulted, spat upon, and threatered. She recelived
threatening letters to which the writers did not hesitate %o
sizmn their nomes, to the effeot that she had better leave
town. Her life in Firstenwalde became unbearsble,

8he consulted s lawyer in Firstenwslde as to what
ghe oould do to protect herself a-alnst these insults as
the oity and Party officials in the town had refused to take
any sotion. The lawyer advised her to do nothing asit
would omly oomplicete her situation. She them went to
Berlin and consulted two lewyers there, who advised her to
the same effect, emphasizing that it would be better for her
to remsin in her house end to take no notice whatever of the
letters and insults. One of these lawyers advised her to
leave the ocountry. Both of the lawyers were National Social-
ists.

In desperation the woman then approached one of
the leading lawyers in Berlin, whose nsme I prefer not to
mention in this letter. This lawyer is not & Jew and is
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oconsidered a very useful end important member of the Party
although the probabilities are that he affiliated himself
with the Party only to be able to continue undisturbed in
the practice of his profession. This lawyer she eppealed
to as he was an old friend of the family, but on ascount of
his high pesition she had not felt that it was the sort of
nmatter she could take to him. He listened to her story

and then said that he would undertske the case because he
felt it under the circumstsnces an obligation upon him to

do so which he owed to the profession. He informed her,
however, that he was sure nothing would ocome out of the ocase,
that he would probebly not even be sble to get it before a
ecourt, end that the resl probabilities were that the omly
consequence of what he would do would be that he himself
would go to a concentration camp or prison. Under the
ciroumstances the woman would of ocourse not permit him %o

go sheed. She found, however,thet her life in TMirstemwalde
was impossible end hee gome to Norway to live where she has
some reletives.

My friend who recited this, among other ineldents,
seld that 1t was only too typlesl. The asuthentlolity of
this story is, I am certain, unguesti-nable. It of course
did not present eny new angle of theGermen situatiom to me,
for it is ome that I have continuously stressed In my des~
patoches and letters since the regime came into power. These
peneral statements, howdver, with regerd to situatiocns in
Germany are apt not to soarry the full atmosphoro unless one
from time to time actuelly examines into conerete instances.

Believe me,

Cordially end sincerely yours,

George S. Messersmith,




