
Vienna, August IS, 1936. 

Dear Mr* Phillips! 

A friend of mine from Germany who it a German 
citizen and who it an© of the aost important men in German 
industry and finanoa, came to see mo • few days ago. He 
is not a Hational Socialist, and has been able to avoid all 
association -with the Party and remain undisturbed beoauaa 
he it t man of extraordinary capacities find is extreaely use­
ful at one of the factors maintaining the industrial and 
financial structure of the country. 

I found him very pessimistic concerning the situ­
ation. What he told me ftry largely confirms what I have 
said concerning developments in the German internal situation 
in my letter of August 12. What I wish, however, to refer 
to principally in this letter is the statement w'rieh he mad© 
that wh»t must be understood outside of Germany Is that Germany 
is no longef a *Beohts Staat", that is, it is a State in which 
private right or law no longer e~dsta# He said that the re­
peated statement of the Party that the rarty is the State and 
the State the Party &nd that the will of the Party is the law 
and the only law, art *©ry real things. Se said that the 
real aignifleanoe of this situation •was little understood out-
sida in spite of the publicity which faaohed other oountriet 
concerning developments in Germany* 

He pointed out that this fact that the will of tha 
Party was the lav was something which affected every man, 
woman* and chili la Germany, high and low, and without dis­
tinction as to whether they were in or out of the Party, 
The oourts have become, he says, mora instruments of the 
Party and such a thing at private right either with respect 
to property or pereonal rights no longer exist. 

He gave me a number of concrete aaamples if which 
I will C'te one which I think illustrate* this situation so 
clearly that It should be known in tha Department* Fursten-
walda is a town about forty kilometers from BerlUl an the 
Dresden road. It hat about 8,000 Inhabitants. The wift 
of one of the leading citizens there became an ardent National 
Socialist in 1928. Her husband too becfune a member of the 
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Party, but was leas ©nthugiastle* This woman is a vary 
intelligent »n& aotlftf person and began to organize the 
women of Purstenwalde end then of neighboring towns into 
Hational Sooialist unite* She has two sons, one of whoa 
beearse ft member of the S.A. and the other of the S.S. 

When the Party oame into power in 193$, Fttrsten-
walde of course got a Nazi Burgomaster. Some months ago 
he was replaced by a more ardent Nasi as his predecessa^ 
was not «ufficiently ruthless to satisfy the radical Naais 
In the towa. The new Burgomaster It appearft began to or­
ganise various types of orgies in the Hathauft and one ftwen-
ing he got a number of young women from the town into the 
Hathaue and he and some of his associates in the city govern­
ment amused themselves by making a bet as to who could un­
dress a woman the quickest The story of this reached 
this National Sooialist woman, who waa so shooked by it and 
others $he had heard of the same kind that she felt it her 
duty to Inform National Socialist Headquarters in Berlin of 
the oonduot of the Burgomaster, 

Her action was immediately followed by continuous 
persecution of herself and her family. Her two sons, in 
spite of the fact that they i*ere members of the S.A. and S.S., 
lost their positions. Whenever she went out on the street 
she was insulted, spat upon, and threatened* She received 
threatening letters to whieh the writers did not hesitate to 
sign their n«m©a# to the effeot that she had better leave 
town. Her life In Furstenwalde became unbearable. 

She eonsulted a lawyer In Furstenwalde as to what 
she could do to protect herself ftgaiMt thesft insults as 
the olty and Party affioialt in the town had refused to take 
any action. The lawyer advised her to do nothing asit 
would only complicate her situatloa. She then went to 
Berlin and eonsulted two lawyers there, who advised her to 
the same effeot, emphasising that It would to better for her 
to remain is her house and to take no notlftft whatever of the 
letters and insulta. One of these lawyers advised her ta 
leai* the country* Both of the lawyers were National Social­
ists. ;+^| 

In desperation the woman then approached on© of 
the leading lawyers la Berlia* 'Whose name I prefer not to 
mention in this letter. Thla lawyer is not a Jew and is 
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considered a vary useful and Important member of the Party 
although th© probabilities are that ha affiliated himself 
with the Party only to be able to continue undisturbed tn 
the practice ©f his profession. Thia lawyer she appealed 
to as he was Mi old friend of the family, but on account of 
Idt high position she had not felt that It was the sort of 
matter she could take to him. 1© listened to her story 
and then said that he would undertake the case beeeuM he 
felt It under the circumstances an obligation upon him to 
do so which he owed to th© profession* He informed her, 
however, that he was sure nothing would come out ef the case, 
that he would probably not even be able to get it before a 
court, and thai the real probabilities were that the only 
consequence of what he would do would be that he himself 
would go to • concentration camp or prison. under the 
oiroumetances the woman would of oourse not permit him to 
go ahead. She Ifcund, however,thet her life in Purstenwald© 
was Impossible end has gone to Norway to live where she has 
some relatives. 

My friend who recited thie, among other incidents, 
said that it was only too typical. The authenticity of 
thie #tory is, I am certain, unquestionable* It of course 
did not present any new angle of theOermsn situation te me, 
fer it it on© that I have continuously stressed in ray des­
patches and letters since the fegiia© can© into power. These 
general statements, however, with fegeri to tituations In 
Germany aro apt not terenrry th» full «tmosphero u»l©§» one 
from time to time actually examines into concrete instance©. 

Believe rae. 

Cordially and sincerely yours, 

George S. Mensersmith. 


