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July 13, 1939. 

Dear Mr. BurHngharaj 

Z appreciate very much your note of July 31* Several 
people have brought to My attenti&n Laski*s mention of me 
In a recent' number of the NEW REPUBLIC and I shall now 
have to be curious enough to see what he has to say. While 
I have great regard for him in many ways, I Mi not at all 
sure that I am happy to have too much said about me by 
him as It may put me la the minds of certain people In a 
oategory in which I may not belong* 

I haven* t seen Oswald Garrison Villard1 § artiole in 
the NATION to whloh you voter, but I fur that he Is 
allowing his bitterness to oarry him too far. My last 
conversations with him have not been very eatlsfaotory 
and I think he considers me as having fallen by the way­
side. I have no sympathy with purely destructive 
criticism. 

The fallure of the Congress to aot properly on the 
neutrality matter Is more than distressing. This opens 
a subject on whloh I.cannot even begin but perhaps I may 
have an opportunity of seeing you and exchanging views 
with you before long. The Secretary has made a valiant 
fight for'a proper stand on neutrality. Be has worked day 
and night. It would be impossible to give you an idea of 
the pains to whloh he has gone that the right people may 
have the proper Information. The trouble is that people 
are acting on.a partisan and personal basis, in matter* 
affecting our foreign relations, to a degree which is 
inconceivable., The fight has not been given up but Z 
believe that most of the members of.the Congress are so 
eager to get away from here that that Is going to be tin 
thing that may lick us this session. They want to get 
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away and they fee l t ha t I f war ©ones they can get toge ther 
l a 46 hours and repeal the embargo. %ey d o n ' t seen t o 
r e a l i s e how Important I t i s to do something which w i l l go 
so . fa r towards avoiding t h a t war. ^he p o l i t i c a l pot I s 
bo i l ing here as i t i s elsewhere. I agree with you tha t 
Mr. Hull would be the eas i e s t man to e l ec t* . X am not so 
sure t h a t he would be the eas i e s t man to nominate b a t he 
ce r t a in ly would be the ea s i e s t man t o e l e c t . I th ink 
t he r e i s a very s t rong feel ing in t h i s country against 
t h e t h i r d term idea and tha t might defeat even the bes t and 
the most popular candidate . Sb f a r as the Secretary i s 
concerned* X am confident* out of my close associa t ion with 
him, t ha t he has no ambitions. l a s p i t e of the heavy 
burden he c a r r i e s he keeps f i t and we l l . Be I s tough 
and the re I s a courage there and a t enac i ty which toge ther 
with h i s vis ion male* i t a Joy to work with him. 

1 hav# had a very t rying win ter and spring and ay 
hea l th makes i t obl igatory for me to leave hare fop a 
l i t t l e while . I am leaving with ray wife on Saturday fo r 
Cape Cod where we have a l i t t l e shack l a the pine woods 
near Yarmouth with the nearest house a mile away. X am 
hoping t o be able to stay the re u n t i l the middle of 
August — but who knows. 

With eiT&ry good wish, 

Fa i thfu l ly yours , 

A-MiGSM:VNG 


