
Mexleo, May 6, .942 

My dear Mr. secretary: 

Z em delighted to know that you aro back in Wash­
ington and everyone tells me how well you are looking 
and how much good this so necessary rest has done yon. 

I arrived here the middls of February and have now 
been her* almost three months. X am glad to say that on 
the whole the situation ban is developing very satisfac­
torily. X have been a good deal occupied in ray major 
work and I have had administrative and physical problems 
which had to be met. There are repairs going on in the 
offioe quarters whioh will not be completed for another 
two months at least. This has Interfered with the conduct 
of our work somewhat and with the administrative changes 
I will eventually make. But Z have seoured rented quar­
ters across the street from the ^hancary whioh are moat 
convenient Mid whioh have helped to meet our problem. I 
have been vary much handicapped by the fact that the Em­
bassy Residence was uninhabitable and ne«ded emergency 
repairs. Z will not go into this except to say that the 
Department took the necessary steps to enable me to pro­
ceed rapidly and the repairs I hope will be complsted 
within the next month. la ths meantime, I have been ob­
liged to live in a hotel close to the Chancery* Completely 
•side from ths personal inconvenience, whioh la relatively 
unimportant, Z have lacked a proper place to establish 
oontact with people here in the Government at the time 
when Z needed It most, Zn spits of this handicap, however, 
which will soon bs overcome, Z have been able to establish 
wary friendly and cordial contaot with the President, who 
Is a very sound, calm, understanding, and capable man. Z 
have been able to establish contaot of the kind ws nsed 
with almost all of the important members of the Oovorament 
and it has proves most helpful In building up background 
whioh is so important these days on so many of our common 
problems. 

Concerning ths decision Of ths Mexican Government to 
ooilaborats with us, there is no doubt whatever. Ths Pre­
sident, ths Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the most 
responsible members of the Government ars all decided on 
this line. We must, however, bear la mind that the posi­
tion of the Government in taking this attitude of full 
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Collaboration short of declaring war is not an easy one 
for it, 1B view of the faot that a good part of the 
Mexioan population is ftill apathetic with regard to the 
war and it would he unrealistic for us not to realize 
that a goo4 many of them, especially among the agricul­
tural sections, still hold all the old feelings vita res­
pect to us. The attitude of the industrial workers is 
somewhat better than that of the agricultural workera,in 
view of the fact that so many of thea are in unions which 
have taken aa attitude la favor of the democracies* 
There is, however, a good deal of lack of sympathy on the 
part of a large majority of the people with respect to 
the attitude the Government has taken. For this reason 
alone we cannot expect the Mexican Government to go fur­
ther than it has gone for the preseat, and I myself am 
of the opinion that there would he no advantage whatever 
in Mexico's formally declaring war against the Axis 
powers at this time. She is giving all the material col­
laboration she could give, even though she were at war* 
The moral effect of the stand which the Mexican Government 
has taken has been felt la the other American Republics , 
so there would be nothing to be gained in that direction. 
On the other hand, I aa fearful that s declaration of war 
by Mexico at this time v.'ould be so unacceptable to s good 
part of the people, even to many of thoae who are utterly 
with us, that the Government might have to take some steps 
backward rather than forwara> 

,r£he proof of the pudding is in the anting; and the 
fact/that when wa go almost daily to high officials of the 
Mexican Government requesting soaa form of collaboration 
or other in the war effort, wa invariably get it and with­
out delay. I think, therefore, that we can take it that 
the situation is aa good as we could expeet it to be, and 
perhaps a good deal better than we could hope it to be 
here* 

In the way of military cooperation we are getting it 
•lowly but satisfactorily, but there are difficulties in 
view of the fact that General Cardenas is using his posi­
tion as a sort of nuisance value in order that President 
Avila Caaaoho will not do too much in the way of further 
forward steps in the field ofrellgion, education, and 
labor* X do not think that Cardenas has any idea of mak­
ing political troubles, because I think ha realizes that 
he could not, but he does like to maintain a nuisance 
value so that things will not go too far away from the di­
rection he had taken. I see no probabilities of internal 
difficulties in Mexico, and for Mexico the situation is 
indeed relatively quiet and stable. 

You may hear a good deal about this or that aspect 
of the Mexican Government, but from all that I can learn 
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the present Government is about us good* if not the 
best, that Mexico hat ever enjoyed. She in fortunate la 
having as President a maa who is understanding, calm, 
considered, and surprisingly wsll-iafermed, and who is 
personally honest. Ra is a man of very good political 
Judgment and has been proceeding la a very sound and sane 
way. Concerning his personal convictions wita respeot to 
the war, his sympathies wlta the United Nations and his 
realization of the necessity for cooperation with as are 
beyond ioubt. 

Seflor Padilla returned to Mexico last evening and is 
spending the day with the Presldeat. 2 expect to see him 
tomorrow. I could not meat him on his arrival as he came 
la unexpectedly by automobile and want directly to his 
home. I do not know whether you had the opportunity of 
seeing aim la Washington, hut ha is an extraordinary man 
who is, I am convinced, ainosre la his convictions and ac­
tion. The relationship between him and the President is 
good* During his absence in the United States,as Padilla 
himself foresaw, his enemies mads political capital of his 
trip, imputing to him personal ambitions, etc. Padilla*s 
strength does not lie among the masses in Mexico, but 
among the more understanding people. There is no doubt 
Mist certain political jealousies within the Government 
have been accentuated by his visit to our country. I em 
confident, however, that the relationship between him and 
the President remains unimpaired, and that he is a man of 
such sound judgment and desire to serve that he will know 
how to allay the fears of his colleagues. 

Of the details of cooperation I will not writs you 
st this time, as this is a broad subjest and one Into 
which I would have to go too deeply. I think Sumner knows 
my views quits fully. It la important, aow that Padilla 
is back, that we proceed as raoidly as possible with soma 
of the projects which have been approved la principle. It 
will not be possible, I believe, to go ahead with Sll St 
once. Bat it would be a very disastrous thing for us hers, 
as well as for Mexico la tas end, if we did not make as 
rapid progress on as many of tha projects agreed upon as 
possible. I need not stress this, for you will realize ths 
implications which I have in mind. X may say I think the 
most Important thing ws ha© to do without delay Is to help 
in improving the rsilway sod road facilities of Hexloo.for 
unless we do what ws can there, we cannot get out ths ma­
terials which we so desperately need from this country end 
which Mexico is prepared to produos. Nor can we get hers 
ths taings which Mexico ndads to keep sa already delicately 
adjusted economy going. 

We had a Consular Conference here of the officers ia 
Mexico, last week, and it proved to be most helpful. Wayne 
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Taylor earns down and Z took him to see the President, 
who spoke principally about tile trowV agreement under 
negotiation. He spoke of it la most understanding terms 
and you will be interested to know that Ho was interested 
in the long-range aspects more than in the immediate. He 
said he was reading all the studies which the Mexican ex­
perts were preparing. He showei la various ways his un­
derstanding of the problems aad he kept emphasizing the 
importance of bearing in mind the long-range aspect* of 
our %T<&aJ4r relations. He conceived of oar political re-
la tioae as being oa * baslo of collaboration not only now 
but for the future. He therefore said he hsd to ooaoelve 
Of Oar economic relationships on which these political re­
lationships would hare to b© based from e long-range 
point of view also. I am sure our own people will be ac­
tuated in these trawt#- agreement negotiations by the same 
spirit. It would be unwise for us not to avail ourselves 
Of the present moment of better atmosphere, 

I have of course beaa very much disturbed about the 
recent̂ xelflftl̂ vt Order with respect to the Board of Econo­
mic Warfare, which would hafa so seriously effected the 
Department and whloh in my opinion would praetically have 
put it oat of business. The effect of the grder, if it 
had teen carried through in all its implications, would 
have been disastrous for our country at home and abroad 
and X do not see how we could have continued oar foreign 
relations ia anything like en orderly or effective fashion 
now or la the future. If tna Order had baea carried 
through in its original form and intent it seems clear the 
Department wold not have been able to conduct our foreign 
relations in the proper way and our diplomatie and consu­
lar establishments and our ohlefa of mission in the field 
would have lost praetically all their utility to the Gov­
ernment. Our Government would have lost face before 
every one of the other American Republies and confident* 
la us and in our capacity to win the war would have teen 
materially lessened if not destroyed completely at a tias 
when it is so important far us not only to retain that 
confidence but to strengthen it in every possible maw and 
to maintain morale in the political end economlo field. 

X was oonfldent tit* the President had not been in­
formed of the full implications aad extent of this Execu­
tive Order when it had been presented to him. I know ale 
thorough and extraordinary knowledge not only of our for­
eign relations but also or the necessity for certain 
principles of practice aad order therein. The President, 
having such knowledge of the details of our foreign rela­
tions as to bring ebout the consolidation of our foreign 
services, would not have introduced into the conduct of 
our foreign relations e new factor in time of war which 
would creefee infinitely more dangerous and destructive 
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practices than those which existed during the multiple 
approach which we had to other governments before the 
consolidation of the foreign services. X was confident 
that tills matter had not been presented to him la its 
true light and that there had been no consultation with 
the other Department* and agendo* concerned, 

I am therefore infinitely happy to know that the 
matter has been cleared up and that even though the H-xe-
eutiv* Order will not be changed for the present the 
•resident has given specific directives that the Depart­
ment of State in Washington and our mission* ebroad re-
meia in control of the conduct of our foreign relations 
and all approaches to other governments. X shudder to 
think of what the consequences wold hare been in these 
times of stress, if the Order had been carried through 
in ite original form and intent. 

I have received a letter from Dean Aekerraan of the 
Columbia School of Journalism which I think is of suffi­
cient interest for you to read. I am enclosing it herewith 
as well as a copy of *y reply. Dean Ackarman of course it 
a *4ry understanding person who knowf **rhat the conduct of 
foreiga relations means and he was appalled by this ap­
proach made to him by a representative of the Office of 
Facts and Figures who in substance informed him that the 
conduct of foreign relations was now with the BWt and not 
with the Department of State. You will be amused when 
you read in his letter that this representative of the Of­
fice of Facts and Figures referred to you, oumner Wellew 
and myself as nthe appeasers of the State Department»'• 
This person, so truly leeking in background and knowledge 
as to take such an attitude, wan one of those who undoubt­
edly believed himself to be chosen to conduct our foreign 
affaira under the new Executive Order. 

I need not tell you how deeply happy I am that you 
have had such a good rest and have returned to your ar­
duous duties in suca good form. 1 refrained from writ­
ing you '<«hile you were away aa Z did not wish to burden 
you with anything from here. Marion Joins in affectionate 
regard to you and Mrs. Hull, 

Cordially and faithfully youra, 

©. 3. iFSS&ERSHITK 

Enclosures: 
Copy of Dr. Ackerman*s letter to Mr. Messersmith of 

April 27, 1942. 
Copy of Mr. Messersmith's reply of May 2, 1942. 
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