
Ssbasa, Cuba* 
Sfey 3, 1340, 

ble 

Secretary of Agriculture, 
S&ahiugton, 3* C. 

Dear *Sr* Secretary* 

X believe you will be interested to know that recently 
them has arisen in Cuba a good deal of interest in the 
possibility of the exportation of a certain anoint of live 
cattle from Cuba to the United States* This has now reached 
a point 'where it is certain that our Government will be 
approached on this siatter* 

It is interesting that la the attss$ta vMeh Cuba 
has so fur Beds towards dlversifieatioa, particularly in 
agriculture, the dsrolopraant of the cattle industry has 
already reached the point where there is surplus produetiom 
of live eattle. The inability to dlsposo of this surplus, 
which It relatively smll, It already weighing heavily on 
this developing industry in Cuba and is snaking sore difficult 
the development of better herds* The cattle industry has 
boon, therefore, particularly active in this setter, and 
recently Dr. Telasco, who It the President If the Corpora-
olon Ganadera de Cuba, aade a trip to iSexleo end to the 
United States* 

The cattle raisers hero learned that eattle were being 
exported to the United States from Ifexioo in considerable 
quantities frcsa tlok*lnfanted areas and that there was a 
H A order under which these settle were disinfected at the 
border* Velasoo teems to hoot tone thoroughly into this 
natter, and on his return here ho raised the question with 
the Cuban Oovernnant* The Cuban cattle tednstry seams to 

the point of view that if there It a possibility of 
eattle free Mexico to the United States»there 

would seem to bo no reason wnyy under sisilar arrangeiasnts, 
the exportation of o eracll nuaber if live cattle from Cuba 
to the United States should net also be permitted* They 
say that, according to the Department of Conferee figures, 
sons 450,000 head of live eattle were exported frot Mexico 
to the United States last year, and that these ceoao lately 
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from tie»*iafested areas* Sr« Velasco says that as ft natter of 
faet he finds that all oattle from Meadftft ax-ported to the United 
states are treated at tat border as though they all caa» from 
tick-infected sreaa» faft Cubans ai« particularly ia^pressed by 
the faet that their own surplus which they wish to export is only 
some SO,000 head ft year, 

am his return here, UP. Velaae© dlseuased this raatter with 
the President at Cuba who ia vary mall interested la diversifica­
tion and ia ledueing the dep&adsnee of Cuba on sugar* the Resi­
dent 1ft also w r y flash interested in thia cattle industry whien 
has aadft very real strides hare and which, as yea know, has con­
tributed a great deal t© tat general situation is Cuba, Dr. 
Talasoo, therefore, found a ready ear in the President, and the 
Prasidaat has nested Ida aft one of the amafoers of the Cuban Delft* 
gatloa to the Scientific Congress about to bo held ia Washington. 
Br* ldpes Castro, thft Secretary of Agriculture^ is also ssoiag as 
• Delegate, tat am account of his rather Shaky health be aoy 
spend most of his stay ia the United States at Johns Hopkins. 
According to Dr. Yelaseo, the President has authorized Lopes 
Castro and hia to discuss this question ftf Cuban exports of 
live eattla to the United States with the appropriata officials 
of our ©owrasaBBt* 

Yesterday, 0** Telaaeo, aooonpanled by U P * Barker, an toeriean 
who has a hard of earn 4,000 cattle, ftmmm ia tft see ae, and they 
told aa of their plan to take up this matter ia Washington. I 
told 3r. Velase© vary frankly thai while X was sure that the Cuban 
Secretary of Agriculture and he would have a sympathetic «ad under* 
standing ear froa the offieials of the Itepartaant of agrieultum 
and our Oovernnent, that It was a flaam inopportune aoreat to take 
up this question* X amid that ma were about to enter into an 
electoral campaign ia the United States ia which certain agricultural 
policies and policies ia foreign trade might play a part* X said 
that thia was aost unfortunate bccauam these policies which m sasro 
following werft vary sound, but that the faet that they might become 
ft subject at discussion could not bo ignored. X pointed oat what 
a fuse had been aads over the proposed purchase by taa Ifevy of a 
very small amount of Argentina tinned beef. X pointed cat also 
the opposition at sons of the western Senators fa taa fenewal of 
the UTade Agreements Act, sad that Urn) question of eattla played 
aa important part in their attitude* X pointed out, therefore, 
that it slight be a aost inopportune aaraent to ralsa this question* 
particularly if it became a matter of public discussion. Their 
taking the mtter n^ at this time might result ia are judicing 
la the end the possibility of a relatively small number of live 
eattla being admitted from Cuba into the United states. Or* Telasoo 
said that ho appreciated thoroughly the weight of the observation 
which X had amde and which had mat ooourrod to M B * am indicated 
that they would be quits prepared to abandon taking up the natter* 

I told 
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t tola £*• Telasco that in -slew of all that they had 
done beam, and the interest off the President and of the Secre­
tary of Agriealture, S saw no reason why they should not discuss 
this natter while they eere in Washington if only in en lnform&l 
way* they could express full understanding of the fact that oar 
Ce*ernnent night not wish to discuss the matter formally at 
this tins and for sew nonths* S suggested that they night 
keep down publicity here with regard to their intention to 
discuss this natter in Washington, and that it depended a good 
deal on then whether there would he any discussion in the press 
of any conversation ehieh they night have is the United States* 
l̂ ope* Castro and he war© going to the United States as members 
if the Cuban Delegation of the Scientific Congress and no one 
need haw any knowledge of their being interested in this 
other problem unless they themselves gov* publicity to any 
conversation they night have, 3r» Velase© said that there had 
been a little publicity here with regard to the natter* 2 told 
hte that 1 had seen it, but that I did not consider that It was 
Of safffieleat importance to bacons an qrabarrasameat. 

Dr. Telaseo said that he understood that the arrangement 
with Mexico under which cattle cane into the United States 
was largely based on a sanitary convention between Mexico and 
the United States* Bo appreciated that there night be difficulty 
in applying the 3IA order to Cuba under which these cattle are 
BOW adadtted from Mexico into the United states. The way out, 
he suggested, night be the negotiation of a sanitary agreement 
between Gate end the United States* This night take a little 
tine and would carry the natter into IJovcaber of this year. 
X told Dr* Telaseo that those wers natters which Dr. LSpes 
Castro and he could discuss informally in the United States* 
X save matted to give yon this secicgrcnal as I think you should 
know that the Cubans art very nuoh interested in this natter 
of getting a few live cattle Into the United States* It will 
neon a lot for their cattle industry* Psychologically, of course, 
it will neon a great deal more here* 2 doubt whether a question 
of discrininetion by as against Cuba can be raised in fact. 
Iff # however, It should be given wide publicity hero that live 
cattle are going from Ifcxieo fron tick and non-tick infested 
areas into the United States, and that no such arrangement tan 
ha nade far Cuba, X think it would do us a good deal of h a m 
at lids tint when Cuba t* making her new Constitution and when 
it is so important that no mensural he put into it aiseriniaatory 
of America* interests* While we are not in any way interfering 
with* or intervening In, this making of the Constitution here 
tt is, of course, my duty to keep constantly pointing oat in such 
ways as I eon the absolute necessity of there being glviniftto 
American capital and initiative proper security and guarantees 
in Cuba and that there he no discriminatory provisions in the 
Constitution or in the low* Whether or not admitting cattle 

from 
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fros Cuba is ajstriajnetioa or not in fact* X think you will 
agrta that it would 1* advisable, If the Cuban Govmmnaot raises 
this ejaestloa with us la this inf orsjal way through Lopez Castro 
end Telaaco, that we should be prepared to tali with then* 

I aa not tuffielantly iafonacd of the details, but frost 
all that 1 a m leara, it voolfi bo years before Cuba could expoi*t 
aort thaa. around 50,000 bead of lit© cattle a >*ear into the 
Baited States. This, of course, would aieaa practically nothing 
to us, flp to oar eattlo industry, bat X think it wuld noon ft 
groat deal for us here if sons arrangsiaaat caa be aado. 
One toatura i&ieh Z think X should point out la that Just at 
this tiac Jfesleo is courting Cuba ia every way possible. 2%' 
is wall I.iu— hero that Iteioo Is diaortolaatiag against us in 
various ways* St would there?or® wake a very bad Impression 
hare, and particularly at this tin*, if m should refuse to 
talk with the Cubans about a few thousand head if tattle when 
w* are atteittiug so laeay frou Mexico* there is a vary raal 
desire hare In. Cuba to cooperate) with us isoro fully in the 
future than la the peat. Theta la therefore a psychological 
alaaseat in this particular aapor which Z think wt should not 
ignore. The Sfeslcaa ftatoassudor hare went It far on ISay 1st 
(labor Cay) as to fartiolpate la a labor celebration which turned 
oat to be la msm respects aatiwte^rioaa. Tho Mexicans are doing 
everything they can to raak® trouble aaong the laboring class 
hare .for us. 

Ton will know batter than X bsm to deal with M s problem 
in a practical way. X norely wanted ft give you this background 
for sueh treSa* as it any have* X do believe that at should give 
Lopez Castro and Velase© an understanding hearing, and 1 at 
hopeful that sosa errangetaeat can la aorkac M l * •sowing lopes 
Castro and Telasco at I do, I a ooafldeat that you will find 
them equally understanding and prepared not to press the ssatter 
at this tlis© If it should prove aabarrassiag. On the other hand 
it it accessary to note that they are deeply interested and our 
failure to find mtw favorable issue of this eattlo matter 
sight easily effect auch raare important situations with which 
we have to deal hers* Rhea at are doing everything at can to 
avoid discrimination, it is particularly Important not to give 
any opportunity for It to be said that wo are discriminating. 
The developments hart in Cuba, if they are oa the right line, 
and on the line that they are now going, all! go a long way 
towards helping us to counteract certain trends in the way of 
discriniBfitiea &&& ©apTopriatloa* the sitmtion is developing 
favorably hers, and it is, of course, in our interest to tea 
that »o such relatively nlnor queatlesi as thit should be 
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permitted to beeosas a raattor of popaJa* agitation m& arouse 
prejudice and jaiamderstnsdizig. 

With a l l good wisbefi. 

Cordially and «toe®rely yews, 

Oaorga S» Mossarss&ta 
Aabassador. 

GSMsfsa. 


