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Honorary Secretary , 

REV. M. E. STRIEBY, D.D. 

Corresf>ondin!l' Secretaries, 

REV. A. F. BEARD, D.D. 
REv.F.P.WooDBURY, D.D. 
REV. C. J. RYDER, D.D. 

Treasurer, 

H. w. HUBBARI>. 
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Mr. Paul Lawrence Dunbar, 

Congressional Library, Washington, D. c. 
, 

My dear Sir:-

The Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the American Mission­

ary Association will be held in Concord, New Hampshire, October 25th.-

27th. The annual sermon to be preached before the Association will 

be preached by the Rev. George A. Gordon, D. D., the well known 

pastor of the New Old South Church in Boston. Among other speakers 

are Dr. Graham Taylor of Chicago, Dr. A. Dunning, the Editor of the 

"Congregationalist", Boston; Dr. c. M. Lamson, President of the 

Foreign Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Hartford; Dr. 

w. J. Tucker, President of Dar.tmouth College and Dr. c. H. Richards, 

pastor of the First Congregational Church in Philadelphia, and 

others. You will see the drift of our meeting in our Fifty-first 

Annual Report of the meeting held last year in Minneapolis, and if 

you will do us the favor to glance over this Annual Report it will 

inform you as to this armiversary and its doings better than I ·could 

by letter. .Among those who addressed us a year or two ago was ~ f 

Justice Brewer of Washington. 

It is the unanimous and most cordial desire of our Execu­

tive Committee and of the Executive Secretaries of this society 

that you should favor us with an address upon some feature of the 

work which we are doing in the South. You will see by the Annual 

Report that Fisk University in Nashville, Term.; Talladega College in 

Alabama, Straight University in Wew Orleans, La . , Tillotson College 
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in Austin, Texa, etc., etc. are under our auspices and direction. 

The address which we should like to have you make would come with 

those of-three or four others which together would take the evening 

of the 26th. You would have a large, choice and influential au-

dience before you representing many of the strongest churches of 

New England. We should feel honored by your presence and would 

highly appreciate it if you could accept our invitation. Your 

traveling expenses would be paid and you would be most hospitably 

entertained. 

We should be glad to have you bring Mrs. Dunbar with 

you and you should be to no expense on this account. 

Last year Dr. Du Bois gave us an add~ess at Minneapolis 

in this way- a copy of which I enclose. I assure you that there was 

no speaker of any race who was given more sympathetic attention · 

than Dr. Du Bois, and I assure you it would be the same in your own 

case. You would have a most excellent opportunity to speak a 

word in behalf of your people which would be published throughout the 

land. 

Personally will you allow me to say that I am greatly grati­

fied to read your address "Our New Madness" in a late "Independent". 

I am glad for the plainness in which you have spoken and I prophecy 

much from your influence as a leader in this direction. 

Will you kindly do me the favor to respond as early as you 

conveniently can. Meanwhile we will hope that we shall have your 

Over-



presence with us on that occasion. 

Yours very sincerely> 

Cor. Sec'y 

s._ .,.., 
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