Vienne, August 1, 193§, ff&

Dear Mr. Phillips:

I want to send you just a word to sey thet everye
thing is developing quietly here in Austria snd thet there
is nothing of signifiosnce to reports The Chaneellor has
gone to St. Gilgen for s few days rest snd the Foreigm Minister
hae been out of town for two weeks on his estete in Styrila and
will not be returning for some days more, Everybody 1s take
ing advantage of the good weather, and Austria is full of tour-
istse They sre goins to have by far the best tourist seseon
for years and it will help the internsl situetion s lot.

Most of my collesgues sre, like myself, remaining
in Vienns or in Austria. While there le no concern with rese
peet to developments In Austris for the near future, everyone
is concerned with whet may develop out of the Abyssinian queste
ion and the repercussions which 1t mmay have here and generally.
The extrasordinery develorments in Germany are continuing, but
no one yet seems to know just what they mean, but they sre
naturally not such as to emge the situstlon here.

I will not go into the Abysainian cuestion snd all
of its implications becsuse you have better informstion than I.
There iz some optimism here thet e formule will be reached st
Geneva today which will glve snother month's breathing spsce
and that in that perlod an errangement may be errived st which
will avold actusl confliets I need not tell you whet resl
and well hased fesrs there exlist everywhere over here, exoept
in Germany, as to whet might develop through and out of an act-
ual outbresk of hostilitles in Abyessinia.

The French and Iteliens are apparently working
rather hard on draftes of the proposed Danubiam Pscts, but whet
I have seen so far is Yoo vague to write you ebout it. I
think in the next fow weeks there will be guite setive efforts
to get these pacte into chape so as to prepare for e meeting,
and from what I cen learm there ls good rescsom to believe
thet England pleces s greater wlue than before on thesec pucts.

The Honorsble
William Phillips,
Under Seorétery of State,
Washington, D. C.




This, of course, 18 negesssry if snything worthwhile is to
be done. I belleve these paots are extremely importsnt as
one of the means of restraining Uermen expansionist ambitions
and of avoiding confliet over here.

I hope to write you more definitely in the near
futures I do hope that you will get a good holiday snd will
be able to avold the heat of Washington at least for s part of
the swamer.

With ell zood wishes,

Cordially yours,

George £, Messersmith,




