
Vienna, August 1# 1935. 

Dear Mr. Phillipsi 

I want to sand you $us* a word to say that avery-
thing is developing quietly here in Austria and that there 
ia nothing of signifloimoe to report* The Chancellor has 
gone to St. Gilgem for a few days rest and the Foreign Minister 
has been out of town for two weeks on his ©state in Styrln and 
irtll Bet he returning for $OKC days norm* Everybody is ttfo» 
ing advantage of the good weather, and Austria la full of tour­
ists. They are going; to hsv© by far the best tourist season 
for years and 1ft will help the internal situation a lot. 

Moat of sqy colleagues are, like myself# remaining 
in Yienna or In Austria. l&fhile there it no censors with res­
pect to iavelopments in Austria for the near futura* •varyone 
is concerned with whet may develop out of the Abyssinian guest-
ion and the repercussions which it m y have here and generally. 
The extraordinary developments In Sermany are continuing, but 
no one yet seems to know ^ust what they mean, but they are 
naturally not suoh as to ease the situation here. 

Z will not go into the Abyssinian question and all 
of ita implications because you have better Information than I. 
There is some optimism here that • formula will be reached at 
Geneva today which will gtat another •nath'i breathing spaea 
and that in that period an arrangement may ha •arrived at which 
will avoid actual conflict. S need not tell you what real 
and well based fesrs there exist everywhere over her% exoept 
in Germany, as to whet might develop through and out of an act­
ual outbreak of hostilities til Abyssinia. 

The French and Itallans are apparently working 
rather hard on drafts of the proposed Danuhlan Pacta, but what 
I have seen so far la too vague to write you about it. I 
think in the next few weeks there will be emita native efforts 
to get thesa peats into shape so at ta prepare far a meeting, 
and from what X can loam thera is good reason to believa 
that England plaoaf a greater ualue than befora an these pacts. 

The Honorable 
WllUaa Phillips, 

tinder Sec rotary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 

/ 



** 2 ** 

This, of oonra©. It neoessary if anything worthwhile is to 
be 601am, I believe the«©> psotB are extremely Important as 
one of the means of restraining German expansionist ambition© 
and of avoiding conflict over her©» 

X hop© to writ© you more definitely In the near 
£utuw§» I do hop© that you will get a good holiday and »dll 
b© ©hi© to avoid the heat of Washington at least for a part of 
th© ©taamer. 

With all good wishes. 

Cordially yours, 

0©org© B, Messersmith. 


