











































































































~SATURDAY," 'OCTOBER ‘30, ‘1926, .
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NTFUL FIRST TERM

inet ‘it was ' Tumulty who picked
Joshua W. Alexander of Missouri to
finish out.the work as Secretary of
‘he Department of Commerce.

Palmer Detlined War Portfollo.

Wilson tendered the post of Secre-

ary of War to A. Mitchel Palmer, who
2ad been largely instrumental in get-
ting and keeping the Pennsylvania
delegation unbroken at'Baltiraore. Af-
ter every inauguration there are to-
mantic. yarns about party leaders who
have refused Cabinet places. In the
case of Palrher the refusal was gen-
uine,
' Palmer declined because he was a
Quaker whose training and traditions
he felt unfitted him to bend his ener-
gies building up a military establigh-
ment. :

The popular notion that the Wilson
mind never budged, once it was set,
is erroneous. No better illustration is
needed than the ecircumstances sur-
rounding the ultimate naming of Pal-
mer as Attorney. General to succeeed
Gregory In'.1919. Gregory recommend-
jed that Carroll Todd, Assistant At-
torney. General, should:be named as
his successor, ., Tumulty' immediately
cabled the: President, sthen in Paris,
that the issue.of southern domination
under the' Democrats was growing
more acute each day, [\ g

a: &ross: play of
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Foston with the official commission
designating Sherman Whipple, distin-
guished Massachusetts lawyer, as At-
torney General of the United States.
The President was coming home from
the Peace Conference for 4 brief visit,
and it was at’ Tumulty’s suggestion
that the . dramatic,landing' bf = the
CGieorge 'Washington vas;fixed for, Bos-
ton. " Tumulty proceeded.to carry out
orders. . But nothig daunted, he algo
took: & commission that \would make
Palmer Attornéy General.” Soon after
the Gedrge Washington reached port
Tumulty got the ear of the President
and when the argument was finished
the Palmer commission 'was the one
that was signed. '

Wheh Palmer definitely refused the
War portfolio in 1918 Tumulty came
forward with the suggestion that one
of the recognized and outstanding
equity judges of the country resided
right in his home town of Jersey City.
It was ‘Vice-Chancellor = Lindley M.
Garrison. Wilson did not remember
ever having heard_of Garrison. But
on Tumulty's representation he sum-
moned him to the State Capitol at
Trenton next day. Garrison had no
/Inkling of the reason foy his being in-
vited. When Wilson, after a pleasant
Introduction, tendered him the port-
folio of Secretary of War, Garrison
was dtunned.

Garrison pointed out that he was
not in touch with political affairs, that
he was occupying a pleasant judiclal
place: for which he had fitted himself
{by long years of work, :that it was
the kind of berth that . suited both
his ambitions and personal tastes.
Wiison argued there tvas a larger du-
ty in life than mere personal inclina-
tion and comfort that. Garrison 'owed
it to his country to make any financial
or other sacrifice involved. Garrison
hurried back to Jersey City, packed
{his bag, and Went with his wife. to

Atlantic City to think it over. Next
day he accepted and three days later
he was'on his way to Washington to
assume command of the War Depart-
raent, ‘
Garrison rendered first-rate serv-
fce to the administration and to the
country . He won many friends by his
frank and fearless method of dealing
with public questions. When the
World War broke' out he hecan# an
outspoken advocate of preparedness
for America. His position and his
keen intellect, together with his enor-
mous energy, soon brought him into a
place of distinct leadership in the fight.
Wilson was not yet ready, however,
for such aggressive action 'and re-
fused - to support the Secretary of
War's program for a larger:. Army.
Garrison tendered his resignation and
went back to the practice of his pro-
fession, and eventualy to the receiver-
ship of the Brooklyn Rapid‘ Transit
Municipal Subway. He was sticceed-
ed by Newton D. Baker, Mayor  of
Cleveland, who came to have a very
high place in the* Presidential favor.
McAdoo Political Manoeuvering.
McAdoo did not sail :inte the Cub-
inet on smooth waters. Next to Dan-
lels he had the biggest odds to over-
come. - McCombs, 'Morganthau, = and
others ‘put up a 8tiff. fight: to prevent
his  getting ! the Tigasuw £ portifolio.

| Mofganthau fwas;

ndid tﬁhl{nse‘.t
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his most powerful enemy. W -
sonally, Wilson always had a rega.rd
for McAdoo, who was one of the earii-
est men of affairs to attach himself
to .the Wilson Presidential .boom. The
argument chiefly ‘used to head off the
McAdoo appointment was that he was
a, promotor; whose, one’ great accom-
plishnient was he building: of #he
Hudson Tubes, and' that he would be
regarded as a' Wall Street agent. The
attacks caused 'Wilson to ponder long
and much work was needed to ' over-
come the opposition. Tumulty +¥igor-
ously went to the defense.of M¢Adoo.
House likewise was ardently for Me-
Adoo. It was a great battle, and Wil-
son- finally capitulated. . While Me-
Adoo, after his marriage to one of the
daughtérs of Wilson, grew very close
to the President. Wilson never got
entirely over the early impression cre-
ated by the critics of McAdoo that he
was a Wall Street promoter.  When
McAdoo wanted to become Director-
General of ‘railroads during the War
It required strenuous efforts to bring
about the appointment.

From the very beginning Tumulty
and House were the chief patronage
dispensers, with McAdoo as the run-
ner-up. Many of Wilson's fights with
the Senate over patronage were
brought about by attempts to force
into office men selected either by Mc-
Adoo himself or by friends who were
suspected from the outset of attempt-
ing to set up a political machine that
would eventually land McAdoo in the
‘White House.

Shortly after his marriage to the
President's daughter, Miss Eleanor
Wilson, McAdoo's power over the pa-
tronage began perceptibly to spread
out, His position of intimacy gave
him opportunity which he would 'not
otherwise have had and which made
it difficult for any man either in tha

as

Cabinet or Congress to oppose Mec-

Adoo without very soon finding him-
self’ also In opposition to Wilson,

It was not of Wilson's’making. He
sought to keep himself free from fam-
ily influences and at times appeared
to be leaning backward in his inter-
course with. McAdoo. But it soon be-.
came evident that the McAdoo politics
were the administration, politics, and
it was not possible to eriticlze Me-
ftddo without -critieizing “’llgon. /

In the first two years of thé Presi-
dency Wilson played considerably at
organization politics, It was not to
his liking. But every President finds
he must be a politician in one sense or
another. ', :

With all his idealism Wilson usual-
Iy was cautious about the likely ef-
fect of a course of actipn on his own
political ‘fortunes, though at time he
would appear to be. utterly indiffer-
ent to politicial considerations or con-
sequences. When the timid Dmoecratic
Congressman from Wilson's home dis-
trict suggested the namie of a faith-
ful party man for postmaster at
Princeton, Wilson dismissed the mat-
ter promptly with the remark.

“Chip Cottrell ‘always handled my
mail well when I was there and I am
going to reappoint him.” And so Wil-
llam H. Cottrell, the Republican post-
master of Princeton, was continued.

Occasfonally Wilson would unearth
an old supporter at the university, or

a_pergonal.f: A woul M?‘W i 86
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ficdities In/ the ‘Senate. ' '
““I ddn’t ‘know where in hell you
dig up some of these people unless
you go to a Swedish employment agen-
cy,” Senator Hughes remarked to him
one day. Hughes, who was the Wil-
Son spokesman in the Senate, fre-
quently found himself at'a loss when
called upon to explain nominations
sent there by the President for con-
firmation. He was wvery blunt in /his
speech and was one of the men whom
Wilson thoroughly enjoyed and ad-
mired.

The Diplomatie Posts.

In the matter of filling diplomatic
posts, Wilson, aside from remember-
ing a, few Intimate friends, followed
the customary procedure of rewarding
those who had made contributigns of
service or money to the cause.

The selection of the two Pages—
Walter Hines Page for Great Britain,
and Thomas Nelson Page for Italy--—
were personal with Wilson. McCombs
could have had  Paris or any diplo-
matic post outside of the court of
St. James,

It was but natural that Wilson
should remember  his  Princeton
friends. Professor Edward Capps, em-
Inent Greek scholar, bécame Minister
to Greece. Professor Henry Jones
Ford, whom Wilson had made State
Banking, Commissioner of New Jersey
vas senx‘ on confidential missions to
the Philippines and elsewhere. Pro-
fessor E. G. Conkling 'another loya!
Wilson adherent, 'was not forgotten.
Professor Winthrop More Danilels.
whom Wilson made Public  Service
Commissioner of New Jersey, was ap-
pointed a member of the Interstate
Commerce Commission. Professor
Henry Van Dyke, who never made
the ' unfriendly Cleveland letter pub-
lic, was the only Wilson adversary at
Princeton to 'be rewarded; he was

made Minister to the Netherlands, on
suggestion of Mrs. Wilson.! Other in-
tellectuals in and out of Princeton,
who had played some part in promot-
ing the Wilson fortunes, were afford-
ed a chance at foreign service where
the war provided unusual opportuni-
ties for the writing of books that
brought not only fame but, in many
cased, big financial returns.

Hale, the friendly biographer who
had written so usefully of Wilson af-
ter Harvey's exit, was sent to Mexi-
€0 on a special mission. At Bryan's
suggestion John Lind was sent as
“confidential agent” to Mexico. The
ambassadorship to St. Petersburg, al-
though the court was at the time re-
garded as one of the finest in Europe,
became a %ort of dumping-ground for
financial and political contributors,
with few takers.

On account of his effective work for
Wilson’s nomination and election,
Morganthau was naturally disap-
pointed over his fallure to land in
the Cabinet. When Wilson decided
to name him as Ambassador to Tur-
key, Monganthau showed considerable
hesitation. He would have preferred
some other Furopean post.. There
had been successive Jewish appoint~
ments to Turkey, and Morganthau in-
sisted that he had been urged by
many of his coreligionists not to ae-
cept because of the feeling that Con-
Blantinople” was’ {he only field open
to Jews in the diplomatic service, 'Wil-
son said he regarded that post and
China as the two demanding the very
highest order of equipment in our
representatives. Morganthau at once
expressed a preference for China, Wil-
son met this request with the Brian
argument that our interests were
largely in the form of missionary ac-
tivities and our Minister there should
be an evangelical Christian. Mongan-
thau finally accepted the Turkish post
and, llke so many non-professional
American representatives, acquitted
himself with credit.

There cameé & bright day when
Colonel George Harvey was slated
for ambassador to France, a post
around. which centered so much of
world history during the vensuing
years. Tumulty and I spent an hour
with Harvey at the University Club.
McCombs had refused the Paris em-
bassy, and it seemed the best one for
Harvey.

Wilson agheed 'that he owed much
to Harvey and that it would be gra-
cleus and right to glve him some dis-
tinguished recognition. The situation
was well In hand when a stiff blast
at Wilson from the Harvey pen, writ-
ten several days earlier, was publish-
ed before the President made the ap-
pointment.

That ended the matter. Wilson
could not reward an unfriendly critic.

In pliace of Harvey, Willlam G.
Sharp, former congressman, of Ohio,
who had been a liberal contributor
to the campaign fund, was, through
the influence of  Senator Pomerene,
made ambassador to France. Sharn
never lost his complete sense of loy-
ajty to the United States.

NEXT WEEK-—The split Dbetween
Wilson and Bryan.—The problem of
the Port of New York.—Mrs, Wilson’s
death and its effect.—The White
House bride.
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