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(1)

I'd like to introduce my grandfather, Mr. Leen
Hnida. Gege, where were you born?

Russia. |

Where in Russla?

A...Valensk, Guferna.

Valensk? .

Valensk, Guverna state.

(MRS. H%) (Lew conversation in Russian in background.)
(EL.) Yes, is that.....near what big city would that be?
(MR, H.) Staro Konstantine

What's whae....

8tar - ¢ Kon - stan - time.

Is there a city in Russia called that today?

Cits...yeh, elity in Russla, yeh.

It's still the same. {Tape turned off) What village
and city were:you born in? "

This is 1arge‘village of five~hundred numbers, a,
large numbers.

Five-hundred people?

Five-hundred numberé.
(MR3. H.) Number, home.
(MR. H.) Homes.

Oh, five-hundred homes, I see.

That's right.

Bout how big of an area waé.this, wha....couple
acres Orececss

Just like New Castle.
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Like New Castle?

That's right. |

The city or the county en New Castle?

Ne, it's a city, village, city------;

Did a,'did every person in this family in this village
have their own home? Did ﬁhey have their own farm?

Yeh, pfatty neur everybody have thelr ﬁwn homes,
farms, a land.

Did you have many relatives'in this village or were
you the only family?
(BRB. H.) (Gonvefsatien in Russian)
(MR. H.)" We have a, I have a, but now I don't know how many
I have. Maybe, I haievthree two brothers.

Twe brothers.

And three sisters,

And:three sisters.

Yeh, and father and mother after all, but now.....
nebody ~--~- all is dead.

What did your family do for a living?

Well, they used to do all most on thé farm.

Did you have your, your own farm andecc..

We have our own la...farm, yeh.

Did you produce Jjust to feed your family or to sell?

Bell some. |

You seld some?

Yeh. |

Did you have livestock?
(DAU.) Pigs? |
(EL.) Pigs‘er»a....

Yeh, &, they have pligs, sheeps.
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And sheep, too?

Sheeps, we get‘about one-hundred sheeps. Couple cows.

Cows, too?

Four horsés.

Horses? A, what did, did your parents do farming
all their lives, tod?

Yeh. |

The sam€.ese.

Pretty near everybedy do that on a farm.

How big was your farm. How blg were the a... the cose.e
most of the farms? What did they run in size?

Well, see, that, that, that a state, that state they
have a. ...land, not, not the exactly in one place.

Uh huh. |

But the four, four, four parts.

Four parts?

Yeh. |

What do you mean?

That's about....oﬁe part you got two acre, three, four
acre.

Oh, I see.

Another part two, four acres, see?

I see, right. ,

See?

Uh, ﬁid you go to school at all? Did they have any
schooling in the village? '

They have, ﬁhey have village school, yes.

Was this like a one room school?

Yeh. |

Type of thing?



every day.
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It's 1ike school, one room scheol.

How high did the grades go?

But right, right next to cﬁurch.

Right next to the church?

Cross the street from thé church,

Was it a church scheol? Did you héve Qeoens

That's a priest always come a, a, you know, check it

Oh, really?
Every merning, every morning.
Did everyone have to go to school?

Did - you? You kidding? You have to go. Everybedy

have te go andeeecee

on them?

(MRS, H.)
(EL.)
(MR. H.)

- They had to go? And the priest would come and check

Yeh, sure, everyone.

Did yéu have te learn any Beoes
We had a teacher...a man...a...nan, man, not woman.
A man teacher?

Yehe. |

Oh.

Mr. Poole.

Mr. Poole?

No. |

Mr, Poole?

Phat's riéht..

Mr. Pecle. How abeut that.
That's right. That's his name.
Did he have his education....
That's his name O.K.
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From a, a some place in Russia?

No, he's come from the city of kenstantira.

Oh, the big city there.

He's, he's not 8 =—e--ce-e- .

Uh huh.

Professor, you know, he's supposed to be.

Did you learn all different subjects, 8sccee

We have like a numbers, second c¢lass, but I'm net-
fihished second class.

How far did you go?

First «---, not haif that. (chuckles) That's all,
just a half, that's all. “ |

Just a half?

That's all.'

Uh, what, would you gay the American scheol at: that,
that time would be about the same as what your school was?

S8c0 much difference. ‘

A lot of difference?

It's hardest here b?oause, you know, they teach you
MOr'e Beeeo

Oh, Teseo

I have eighteen months.

Eighteen months?

Number'Fourteen'Behool when....

Oh, Eigh...., uh huhe

There's three months in the Post Office.

Uh huh. |

See.
(MRS. H.) For his naturalization papers.

| Oh, I see.
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Bee.

If, 1f.o;oo

(MR. & MRS. HNIDA hold conversation in Russian)

(EL.)

for,

What?
They're asking me what I, what I want to ge to school

What did you ge to school for when you came here?
Course 1 try to get my c¢cltigzen paper.

Oh, I see. Yeou mean after yeu came to the United

States you had....

I had to learn the Congtitution,

The Constitution.

I read and write.

To read and write,

That's right.

Did, did you learn how to read any a English or to

write any.Engiish or say anything before you came to the Unlted

Btates?

I have a, I have some, I could not many, but I ceuld

ask what I wanted.

ecome backe.

there.

You could ask questiona?
But I can't speak very good.
Uh huh.

I Just ask to, to glve me to eat, GcccBess O voese

That's all, few words.

Uh huhe.
But I don't know much. I work, learn Odessa.
In Odessa you learned?

That's right. Oh, I, I .,..0dessa all kind nationality
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Oh, I see.

I work year and a half weork there.

Prebably because 1t was a seaport.

Yeh, thoy.....

And people coeming inte that area.

Just like New York, see? Just like a New Yerk,

Did he, in this village.if a bey decided that he didn't
want a to remain - as a farmer, a do you think there was any chance
that he could do something different? Suppese....

Yeh, you could ge te hiéh school, you could ge te
college. You didn't have to pay much the college there.

You didn't have to pay much for that?

No,'not manye. '

Did you have, um, did you have te have a speclal, unm,
type of paper frem yeour, um, teacher at this scheel er did you pass
an examination er....

_ Yes, we, we ,... 1f you pass examination they send a
you Zetemil, next city.

Oh.

Te the high scheol.

Uh huh.

Next scheel you have te go away because we ne have no
high scheel in eur village.

In Just your village you had just the grade scheel?

Yeh, regular, regular grade scheel, that's right. '

How far away was the high -scheel?

Oh, maybe like a....I'd say aboug thirty five miles.

And the children, um, they weuld have te travel?

You, you have to live there, l

Oh. -
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You can't go every day.

I see. pid esesth your village....

Same like Newark,

Right, in your village, did you have your own carpen-
ters and your eyn»blackemith?

Everybody undersfand everything.

Everybody was altogether.

We,had»twe blacksmiths te the city.

Two in the city?

Yeh, carpentera.iprottywnear-eve:yone<uﬁderatan&-éame- ~
thing. My father was a carpenter. | N

And 80 you really didn't....

My brother, my eldest brother was carpenter.

Oh, I see.

8ure.

Uleosoo
(MR.&MR8. HNIDA hold conversation in Russian)
(MR. H.) My father was ® .. .____¥

| How do yeu,sayAwhat?
Make a the, make a ﬁhe.....

(DAv.) Cloth

(BL.) ) Tailor?

(aLL) No, no, no.

(EL.) He weaved cloth?

(pav.) Yes. |

(EL.) Who was the weaver?
(DAU.) Weaver. His father.
(EL.) Your father was a weaver?

Yeh, that's right.
Oh, I see. Did he have like his own business in a... the
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village?

| That's right. He had a....machine,
(DAU.) Loam.
(EL.) Oh, a leom.
(MR. H.) Work, we have loom, yeh, yeh.
(EL.) The leom that he, he weaved....
(MR. H.) ~ That's right.

Fibers back and forth?

That's right. |

I see., Um, you were telling me before that a the
priest was in charge a, would come t0 check on the sschoel and every-
thing?

| Rvery day.

Rellgion was really 1mp6rtant?

Very, impsrtant, very, very, v@ry, very impertant.

Then did you have - what were - was there a strict
Sunday attendance to church?

Everybody beliéve strictly you had to ge to church on
every Bunday...a...case 1f you're sick, you don't g0, yes. But ir
you feel well, you, you'd have to go to churoh. |

If a the church was this important in your lives, did
a you go at all, d4id yeu have time at all to go during the week?
A, were there services during the week? |

Yes, sometime during the feek we have the holidays and
we have to ge....te church.

I've often heard that a the way they called to church
Was bY «...8+.0..10ud and long peeling ef the - church bells weuld
ring and this annocunced....s.

Chmrch bells - we have five bellss
Five bells?



(pau.)

(Dav.)
(MR. H.)
(EL.)

(10)

Of the chureh, yes.

In your church?

That's right. |

And you would a knew when to come?

Yeh, yeh. ’

When church was starting because of those?

And starting church and the -~ -~ - - BamQ like here,
Right, uh huh. The, the

The cre2d.

Was when you sald the creed?

Yes,

That's right.

Te the chureh? 4nd a about how leng were your church

services? WGN theyo sev e

know,

Bout, a...beut an hour and a quarter,

Abeut an hour and a quarter?

Semetimes an hour and a half, long service, a holiday.
Noteooo

You know, hollday was leng service than weekday, you

Uh huh,
Like a regular, what would happen a, you had Just a

regular asea.s

(DPAU.)
(MR. H.)
(EL.)
Easter?

'Paaha,?r‘yeuvknaw.’

Or Easter.

Easter, |

Easter, what, what 4o you mean they'd be lenger at

Cause a midnight service.

I..0.0
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Processien all around the churech.

Did all, did all the peeple from these five-hundred
homes use this one church?

Yes. |

It was the same religion?

There was too many peoplé, don't worry.

Right, and a, all the villages that were right areund
a your home tewn, and they all have the same religien toe?

A, a, everybody that time, .

Everybody at this time?

Every place you goes. |

Any place? They all.had....

Not yet. ‘ﬁe difference...

The Russian Orthedex Religion?

We have couple, we have couplﬁ‘blacksmith and one
carpenter, they don't have no Catholic church.

Uh huh.

Then they didn't goe te Russian church.

But there were Catholics there tee?

They have couple families, that's ;ll.

Were there any other, other type of nationality?

Ne, no just a Cath, Catholles. |

No, Jjust a Catholies.

Pelish.

And the Polish?

That's all. |

Uh, at this time did the government a, did they make,
did they, was the government fér religion or were - they weren't?

Yes, yes, the Czar was deep religion man. -

'Very deep religious man?



in a Europe,

in one city.

(12)

The Czar, government, they built so many churches

The government bullt a bullt these churches?
Government, gevernmental hakp, yes it is. |
That's probably why they're so beautiful.

Oh, the Czar was deep religious man, yes sir,
They have 80 much money te build them.

Even a, the Moscow they got a sixteen hundred churches

Sixteen hundred churches in just a, in Moscow alone?

Moscow yes, sixteen hundred churchea. And a big

churches, too.

different a,:

tures that -

Uh huh.
Net a amall.

‘Phe, the blg ones with the a domes on the top?

That's right.

The onien tower domes.

Yeh, yeh, yeh, blig churches, yeh,

Maybe we should say something about Jjust some of the

-8 ocustoms they had in the church like a the holy pilo-~

didn't you, they're called a centain special name.

What do yeu call them?

(Dav.)
(EL.)
(MRS, H.)
(MR. H.)
(EL.)

Icons.

The a hcly pictures.

"Ikon," “ikon."

Oh, iecons, the “ikona."

"Ikona?"

Yes, Béme like have here, “ikona," icons, yeh.
And these are the holy piétures?

Yes.
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And ae...

S8ame kind like here.

Right.

Ne difference,

Uh huh.

We have same like here.

Aeooos

The church, the church designed all: tewer, every-~
thing. Just like this country

Just like it is in this country?

8ame thing exactly. ’

Justilike.

All ene churech. There's big church, yoeu knew.

Just like St. Michael's on Clayment Street, the game?

Same, same design, yes. ‘

8ame type of thing. VWas a, when, when the priest
had his schoeling,:dfd he go to a menastery er dld he go te college
firét or did he Jjust take acesce

Yeh, he goes, before he gets priest.

Right, suppose....

He go, he go to:scheel. He go te seminary.

And then he went to seminary.

Sure.

Just like here.

You know where seminary ln Eurepe, Kesheneu, big city.
Big city, Keshenou. '

Keshenou?

That's right.

Where was this? Does this - north, seuth?

That's a, that's a
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(DAU.) The next, next county.
(EL.) In the next county frem, over?
(MRS. H.) South er north? ,
{(MR. H.) It's in the north.
(EL.) In the north. Let's talk a little bit about the way
that you lived over there. Suppose you all wanted to get together
for, to have some fun or te de things together. Um, &eu did, you
didn't have.....
You mean, you mean like summer time in the village?
Right, umes.cs. |
Well, we have, we get tegether, we have Qs..8e¢ee 8
home made orechestra, you know like
Home made orchestra?
Yeh, a, violins and ~;,-~,--5-,
And you play the violin?
Then we have good time, &ou know, we have a ice tea.
Uh huh. Ice tea?
We drink no coffée, Just the tea.
No coffee at all?
Ne coffee there.v
Juat tea?
Just tea;
Huh!
Tea, they, the young generation .I'm talking abeut.
Uh huh,
Then we dance in the yard - not, not in the house.
Uh huh.
In the yard, play, dance.
Uh huh,

We got benches,
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Uh huhe Did the church a have a big influence en
the get-togethers. I mean d4id they have llke church get-togethers
or was 1t away from the church mainly?

I mean & like a.sce.e whaﬂ you mean a party or gome-
thing like that?

Riéht, in other words like ncw we go feor a church sup-
per and, and dance.

No.

But then the church didn't have this type?

We.ne have that time. Just have the —---; church,
that's all.

Uh huh, uh huhe Uleees

But we have parade.

Parade? ;

Ve havé like, like procession, you know, like church
processlon.

Uh huh.

Well, it's procession, right?

Right. |

We go - whole village walk and all this a crosses,
candles.

People carrying crosses and candles.

Everybody walking: priest, cheir aing, whole village
on streets.

What time of year was this?

That's a the 'Pravodna.".neit, next to the week from
Easter.

A week from Easter?

"Provedna." |

(DAU.) After Easter.
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- (EL.) Week after Easter?
(MR. H.) After Easter, yeh.
| And the whole village would take part in this?
Whooooooole village go. |
I bet it was pretty.
And don't forget -~ flag first, the Russian flag.
The Russlan flag went first?
Yeh.
And the, the Czar picture.
The Czar's picture?
Had to be. Oh, yeﬁ.
All the time?
Got to bel |
And then the people?
In every village heﬁse they have the Czar's picture.
Don't forget.
Every house 1n the village?
Every house. ‘
You saw his picture?
Pieture of the Czar; Nichelail Nicholas.
' Uh huh.
Every, 1f you walk in the heuse and you no take a cap
off, they could have you arrested.
For not taking your cap off?
That's right. |
In front of the C,ar's picture?
That's right. |
(pav.) Showing respect.
It, they was strict there. I'm telling you th&t. They

was strict but a quiet. They was nice in Europe. No trouble this
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There wasn't in Russia.

money.

This was the quiet time theugh, wasn't 1t?

Yes, there was Depression. They, they novhave~much
They no make much money.

Uh huh.

You have to work maybe fifty cents a day.

Fifty cents a day?

That's all you coﬁld make 1t.

Boy. Well, when you a most of the people 1f a you

could only make fifty cents a day, did they a have trouble getting

Tood to eat Oreeceese

No, couldn't have because we have all the....we, we

raise everything.

Right the f....your own farms supplied you.
Everything.
Food.

Chicken, we have meat; we ralse a couple pigs, yeu

knew, lambs,

Uh huh.
You kill them, you have meat.
Uh, you hear a let in the United States abeut the a,

the black bread that you, that you would eak.

bread.,

I mean a, a rye bread?
" The rye bread, right.’
We all eat a rye bread in Europs.
All the time.
Black salt teo.
You never had the, the white?

My, my mother used to bake® once a week -~ twelve leave
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Five loaves of bread?

Twelve rye. |

Twelve loaves::of bread.

Because we have a pretty good size famlly.

Uh huh.

Brown bread, you know what I mean.

Right, in &«ee.o

Like pumpernickel, you know.

Right, uh huh, pumpernickel.

Yeh, but they're good tee.

Uh huh
(MRS. H.) Like that bread...

(MR. H,) Very nice.

(EL.) If you had a ever, if you had stayed in Russia, what
do you think you would have done eventually? Just a, you know -
what do you th....would you have stayed - if you hadnft thought of
ecoming over to a America would you probably have been a farmer?

Well, you, you, you have to work en the farm but i den't
feel like working oen the farm but try get something else.

Yeu didn't like to work on the farm?

I did little, little diggin', disgiﬂ' every, every
year and go little bit higher, see?

Uh huh. Well, when was the first time that you thought
that you really wouldn't become a farmer and you'd do something else
and what did you do then? ‘

Well...I'll tell you. I don't care much for - teo hard
work on the farm. (Laughs) I try to get, get better job - more
meney, see.

(DAU.) How 0ld were you?
(MR. H.) Huh? |




(D.&EL.)

(DAU,)

years. I go

(19)

- How ©0l1d were you?

How 0ld when I left a home?

Yes. |

Fifteen years eold.

And where did you go?

I go first a, first A, I g0¢esBene Bessarabia.
And where was that? How far frem your village?
Bessarabla. | |
That's a, that's a pretty close to Rumania.

To Rumania?

Pretty éleée to Rumanla.

Uh huh. Did you have....

Frem there I work on the farm. I think it was....couple

to Odessa.

 And then you went to Odessa?

When I go Odessa, I get up(?).
Did you have any ldea that, that you would be leaving

Russia at this time? What were you working towards 1t1

(DAv.)

I like, I love, I never forget Russia.

I mean, 4id you know when you were working on this

farm, when you were working in Odessa that you some day would go

to America?

I think but I, I.....have no ided.exactly, but I go

back home last. I see man was from the Europe, I mean from a this

eountry.

(pav.)
(MR, H.)

A man had come to your village from a America?
United States.

Yeh, he come, he ceme from America. How he dress!

I talk myself, "I got to gol"

(ALL)

(Laughter)
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You had to ge te America?

Yeh, that's right.. |

He was dressed pretty nice.

Then I get passport. Firsﬁ I got passpeort.

How dld you get your passport? Did you have tO.ecse.

Well, my constable was friendvﬁf mine., He, he, he
get for me, If cost me eighteen rubles.

Eighteen rubles to get a passport?

Yeh, that time, that time. /

In that time. Do you know how much that would be in
American money?

Oﬁ, a, eighteen rubles. That's a a that's a nine dol-
lars.

Nine dellars to get a passport. Did you have to have
a birth certificate to get the passpert?

From the, from the churéh jeu had to have them, .yeh,
yeh.

From the church you had them?

Because you can't get neo passﬁert if you den't have
birth certificate.

Oh, you couldn't. get a passport?

You had to ge first to the prieaﬁ.

Right. ,

He'd give you a birth certificate cepy. Then you have
to g0 a....1ike to the squire. |

Uh huh.

And then take a pledge.

Uh huh,

It's true. Then a stamp i1ssues what you call a passport.

Uh, I, I....y0u #ald that yeu had te ge te the priest




(21)

to get the pass...uh...t® get the birth certificate. That Just
shows how Geeeee

Yeh, copy, cépy they give you cepy.

Shews hew the church had a a real geed hold on every-
thing that the.....

Church get everything. Priest goet everything in his
hand.

Everything important the priest, the chureh-head.

When anything happened in village, treuble. When he
come, when he come constable or the somebody, 1nveatigation. They
g0 see priest first.

Rather than to the.....

He got all record, every, everyone persen in the
boek.
(MRS. H.) If he's goed or bad.
(MR. H.) The church

The church was like eur FiB.I. teday.

Are you kidding? '

{ALL) (Laughter)
(MR.H.) Well, I like that way because that..it's very, very good.
Uh huh.

I tell yoeu. Everybody believe religion, you know.
They believe the church. That's exactly why it's nice and quiet
that time.
Uh huh.
They ne - I den't see no....yoeungs and wild like a,
like a now,
Uh huh, yeh.
They was pretty guiet.

How my...a...were, was there anybedy else in....that...
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um, hew, hew old were you when you got your passpert to come?

(MRS. Hc)

I was Q.0
Twenty.

Net quite twenty.
Not quite twenty?
No. |

Were there any ether pecople?

Well, you see a....twenty, I was in December try

this passpert.

Uh huh.

Last December when a January come, I was t@ 8.....

I was a March the twenty.

ship's card.

Uh huh,

Third ef March I was twénty years old.
The third ef March yeu became tweﬁty.
Yeh.

And you got your passpert.

Yeh, but I get ready first.

Right.

January, February, you knew.

Uh huh.

I live home that time couple menths.
Uh huh.

Before I left.

Right.

Vhen I left Europe 1 have passport. 1

Passpert, ships card? What's @cceces.
Then I, then Tecees
What's a ship's card?

have secBoee
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(DAU) Ticket.
Ticket, ship ticket.
Oh, the ticket, I see.
Then I get, I go down Libau I no go ever to
Germany, you know. I go this way.
Yoeu didn't geo threugh Germany, you went....
Oh no, '
Libaue.ss. What, that was doewn towards.....
(MRS. H.) Russian port.
That's Russian port.
A Russian pert?
It was a Latvi#n pert, but still Russian.
Uh huh.
And, and ship was Russian ggggg the name, ship.
Kurgk? |
'Kursk, ship.
Was the name of the ship?
Yeh, it's real. '
And it was a, 1t was a Russlan ship?
That's a real Russian.. I knew,it.‘
Uh huh.
It was. Then I, I arrived. Then I arrived fourteen
days.
Fourteen days?
The steop first’stop....a...a...
(MR.&MRS. H.- Russian cenversation)
(Mr. HJ) 00eteCO....England...a....Liverpool.
Liverpcol?
The step.’v‘
Oh, it went around there first?
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Just to a take a....8...
Passengers on?

Passengers on ship, We didn't stay long. Frem there

we go to Canada.

(DAU.&MRS.H. )
(EL.)

Te Cananda first?

A....what's the name of the....

Halifax?

Halifax?

Yeh, fréﬁ Canada come to New York.

Oh, you had a leng trip then?

It was fourteen days. '

Fourteen days and yeu made those two steps?

When we ceme te New York, we, we a checking everyone

to the doctor,

go to right,

and obeeae.

Everyone went through the dector?

They make a cress the back - chaik. If you had teo
left, semething wrong.

They Just put a big "X" chalk en your back?

That's right. If you coughee... ’

If anything was wrong. Uhseeinesee

Change, change your money.

Uh huhe.

Change your money. They give you lunch ~ piece salemi
(chuckles)
‘-tgfpiece of saloml and cheese for your lunch?

And plece of bread. )

And a plece of bread. Not a very big lunch. \

They give, they give you blg tag where you go at.
They put a si...tag on you?

Yeh, which which you go becﬁuse, because you have to




(25)

know how much longer yeu have to take train.

Right, ubh huh.

a,m was Constantine (?) was Constantine, right?
Well, we go right to Philadelphisa, Spring Garden.

Uh, when you uh started to ceme from uh yeur village
was - were there any other pecple with you that came or were you
the enly ene?

'Uh, uh, I Just by myself.

Yeﬁ were the only one. Did you know anyone in the
United States at this time?

Yeh, ---avitch, Jewish peop.....family, Rabbil

A Jewi¥sh family from your village?

Rabbl, rabbi; name Lubavitch(?)

Had gone ever to the United sﬁates befere?

They was ﬁhree years already here down-en,ﬁar&hall
@reen, | |

Ch, they were three years.

(DAUAMRS .H.) Philadelphia.
(MR. H.) That's where, that's where I ceme, Marshall Green.

I see.

(DAUSMRS.H.) They were already here.
(MR. H.) = —mccmeecee-

Uh huh. Bld uh, when, when yeu went over, d4id you
think at all that you wouid ever come back €re.cc..

I take a....begin I think I ceme back.

You thought that you would ceme back.

But when it started that, that trouble, that, that
revelution, you know,

The 1917°?

(pAvu.) The war, war, war, no.
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The war started in....

Yorld War One.

Then the - I trlied but not gllewed te go back.
You weren't allewed then te go back after that?
No, I, I decided te stay here, that's all. ’

Uh huh. Uh, when, when, you were céming over on the

boat and everything, were a were there a lot of emigrants on the

boat with you?

(MRS. H.)

~ Al1, all kind.

Lil kinds, I mean 1like.....

All kind natienality.

What kind of nationalities were coming?

Oh, mostly Jewish people. l

A lot of Jewish people?

Yeh, lot of Jewish pqoéle.

Jewish people and then Russians and &a....."Jrushins."
Russians....a.... (*Jrushins,"you Ikmow some, yeu-kaﬁé.
Georglans.

Georglanas. Oh, a Georgian Russians.

All, all, all mostly Jewish, I don'teeaese

" Mostly Jewish?

More Jewish.
Well, what your accommodations like? A wha...did you

have nice places to 8tay Or Gescese

(DAU . )

On the ship.

Where Qeeese

"On the ship.

On the ship not much geed.
Not goed?
No.
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VYhy? Why was a...
No, fecause belew I get seasick couple days.
Did you have a, diad you share a bunk like room or a.....
Yeh, yeh, yeh.
How many peeople were in a reom?
In the room? |
Uh huh.
You get a wood bed like soldiers sleep.
Oh, like seldiers?
Uh huh. |
Just lined the walls like?
That's right. '
Bey!
Evafy day, every, every»lunch; twe cileck .they have
erchestra play.
Oh, they aid?
Dance, someb;dy, he feel good.
Uh huh. Was it a = what-kihd of a ship was 1t? A,
a, freighter or a, or regular ocean liner or Q.cece. ’
Oh yeh, was big ship already.
A regular ocean liner?
Yes, but a¢s.., not big 'neugh see?
(MRS. H.) Three chimneys, that's Geccecse '
(EL.) Right.
Net big 'nough, not big 'nough.
But not big enough for as many peeple that were on it?
There she goes. (chuckles) | |
Got seaslck?
When we staﬁt to eat one a, one lunches..

Uh huh.
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Boeut twelve o0'cleck we have a table. That man bring
says, “Everybedy hold plates your hand."

Uh huh,

I den't knew., What's what's that feor?

Everybedy heold plates in your hand? '

I %o hold 1t, but later en “Fleh!" Qverything en floor.
Oh, I see what you mean. | B

Yes, what I mean.

Eh, the waves were reoecking the ship and esese

Yeh, yeh.

And if you didn't hold your plate....

That, that time I lest..

If yeu didn't hold your plate in your hand then you

lest your lunch. It was en the floer.

got plckles..

d4id you have

Oh sure.

Did you get three meals a day?

Yeh, we, we have pretty goodrfoed.

It was goed, 1t was goed enough.

You got everything you wanted. We get herringas. We
Anything you wanted.

Herring and pickle.

Yeh.

Did a anything impertant happen en the beat ever a....
any trouble? I knew at um....what year was this that

you were coming?

1914,
191417

Yeh.

A were you having any trouble? Dld a any ether a ship

step you Oreceeces
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Ne, no everything's quilet.

Yeu had a safe veyage all the way?

Everything's quiet. Go nice and gmeoth, too,

How were the, the rest of the peeple on the boat?
Were they a getting homesick or did theyesss.. '

Yeh, a s¢ many people .... all mest women.

The women were getting homesick?

Yeh. ‘

Were there a let of familles or were there Just mainly
single peeple like you?

Well, I teil you true, I den't know much abeut because
you ocsn't go asking everycne. “

| Right, uh huh.

You knew what I mean.

Right, I know.

Because this i8 ~--- here, two, three, here. I Just
8it with myself,

How did you a get the money fer your ticket? Was a,
was 1t expensive? '

th; they was - cests me ship's card ...a... one hundred
thirteen rubles.

And that would be....

essolhee..(Russian underbreath) twe dellars fer twe
rubles. v

Two déllars for twe rubles? That would be....

No, one rubles. |

Two dollars for....

No, no twe rubles for one dellar.

Pwo rubles for one dellar? That would be fifty, fifty.

seme dellars,
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Yeh, that's right.

That your, your ticket cost.

And 1t cost pass...passport cest me eighteen, eighteen..

The nine, nine dellars?

Nine dellars, |

That's clese to seventy dellars.

And I give him five rubles, you know, for the constable
fer a tip.

Uh huh.
(DAU.) For making it.
' For, fer giving yeu a passport.

Because he was good te me. Ne, he was friend of mine,
He was friend of my brother.

When yeu went from your village to a - what's the name
of this Lu...

L ibau,.

Libau?

Yes. ’

How did yoeu go from there?

We go on train. ‘

On the train from there?

Yes, train take me righﬁ there.

Did you pay for a ticket en this?

No, there was everything's paid élready when -you get
ship's card it's paid all the way through.

Ohhhhhh, I see, The ship's card, the ticket.

See, we stay, we stay in Libau like we come
this afterneon. We stay all night there. And other morning we,
we started eleven thirty.

Uh huhe
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Go, keep going.

On the ship?

Yeh, that's 'right .

Oh, you Jjust spent ene night.

We stayed there all night, yeh.

In L

Big place, oh.

Is it a blg city?

They, they check‘and search every, every sultcase.

They, they checked all your sultcases?

Everything, everything. ’

And segrched them?

I have two-bettleé vodka.,

(Laughter)

They have to open.

Two bottles of vedka that you had te show them,

Yes, =~==-- (name of kind)

Oh. |

That time the Czar's vodka - goed!

Did they let you keep them? ;

Had to break the seal, |

Did they let you keep them?

Yeh, they let you keep theﬁ.

They did let you keep them though after they breke
the seal on them?

I jﬁst thought take them in csase - I never drink much
before, you know.

Uh huh,

But I thought by time I go take in case the shlp, yeu
know.
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Did you Jjust....did you have a lot of luggage or
Just yeur.....

Just one luggage.

Just ene sultcase?

One suitcase, thatis alle.

That was everything you had?

I had coat.... |

Coat.

Shoes, I mean beots, boots.

Boots.

- wp oo ww " o=

Neavy boots.,

"Shapka."
A "shapka?‘ <
"Furashka."

What's a “furashke?"
ceohecolike eseit's 8en.s
(MRS. H.) Cap.
| A cap?
Like ﬁhis a capital here semebodye...
Oh, uh huh. A when you s first came ever to the United
eesBoe.United...a...d41d you get off the boat at all in Canada?
No, they won't let you get off, '
No, not until you got inte New York. Wha...was that
Ellis Island? |
ﬁastel, Kastel Garden - Yeh, Kastel..... -WT
Ellis‘Island, right., And when you first saw the
United States?
when I se...see they say, “Hey, hey there's Liberty!"
Here's Liberty? |
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Liberty 8tatue.

Btatue of Liberty?

Everybody prayer.l

Everybody did that? They folded their hands?

Yeh. ' ‘

I bet they were thankful to finally be there.

Everybody pray (Choked veice) Tsk! Tak!

Oh boy, I bet that was emotiénal..;a...ihen-you Tirst
ese8ecdeclided that you were golng to come to America, did a, did
your parents say anything about this? Were they, yeu know, a glad
for you to come or didn't they like fhe idea?

I write, I send them money =~ mf mother and father.
(MR.&MRS. H. CONVERSE IN RUSSIAN)

Ok, yeu said that yéu would send them money?

They didn't even knew much about ity |

Oh, just they didn't Imow. '

I just tell them at last I got to go.

You jJjust teld them you were going to go?

They know I didn't not geoin' to stay. fhey~knewfthat.

You were a pretiy independent person?

Sure. ,

You were all ready?

No, they know I'm n@t going to stay the farm,

Uh huhe.

I told them.

That you wouldn't stay on the farm?

Bure, I have difference elethes, difference you know
everything.

Uh huh.

I buy geod clothes, you knew, over there come here.
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Uh huh. Well, for - when you went to a Ellis Island
and after they, you know, s....gave you your tags and told yom
where to go, a where was the first place you went from there.

To Philadelphia.

To Phlladelphia? To meet this Jewlsh family that you
knew? |

‘ Spring, Spring Garden.

Right.

Station.

And what was the first thing that you a....the first
Job that yoeu had here?

Oh, firsﬂ Jobeooo

Uh huh.

First, first, no first thing I stop the ~---- people
you know, where I come from and the man there they didn't recegnize
nr.

They didn't recognize yeu?

He was pretty oeld, yeu knéw.

Did they know you were coming?

Ne, they don't know. !

Oh.

I just had address, that's all.

You Jjust had their address. They dldn't even know you
Weres.eos

That time was difference. 1It's not like now you see.

In other words you...you knew that ....

He say, "No, I don't know you," he say.

Uh huh.

Well; I; I say, "Wait, wait a minute." Then I ge in

corner and the cep standing on the corner. I say a...."Mr. Police,
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can you tell me sleep." Like there, see. He say, "Yeh, right
here round the small hotel,“ you know.

In ether words, yoeu were asking him where to sleep and
he was telling you.....

Yeh, he told me, he come down, he tell that woman if
he wanted something, that give him something teo eat. I, I know I
don't eat much because I was scared - beginning. In the merning I
get up. I eat oatmeal.. I remember! I never forget that!

That you had oatmeal the first morning here? |

Yeh, she, she give me coffee. I say, “What{s that?™:
"Goffee." o '

o And yeu never had coffee before?

No, I never, drinkin' tea all tﬂe time over there.

Oh. |

We never had EBurope coffee. Not that part where I
come from,

Uh huh.

Then I go back again, oh about, nine o'cleock - ten

thirtye.

To the family?

I ringing beli. A la...lady come Gitlia come.

Uh huhe.

Gitlia, she's name Gitlia, you know.

Gitlia?

Yeh, Gitlia.' Oh, she say, “Leon, what, what are yeu
doing here? -

She recegnized you then?

~ Yeh, she recognize me. She - “Come on the house."
I go in the house. She make it breakfast.

Uh huh.
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She make 1t cocoa - like ceffee, you know.

Right, hot coceoa.

Yesh, hot cocea.

Uh huh.

And then, then we started talk,. you know., I say,
“Well, we have to leok for Jeb now." Bhe say, "I give you roem
on the third floor for nothing."

She gave you your first roem?

Yeh, ONeseee |

Third floor?

On her third floor feor nothlng.

That was nice.

Yeh, then I help her. They have business in West
Philadelphia, dellvery llke, you know.

Dellvery business, uh huh.

Delivery busineas, yeh - all & kind wholesale.

Righﬁ.

I a help pack. They give me dollar a day.

A dollar a day?

That's all. |

Your first salary?

Just for while.

Uh huh.

Then later on somebody friends, they ask me what kind
Jeb I do. Could do 1t.

Her friends asked you what kind ef job?

Yeh, I say, I, I help my brether-in—laﬁ cause he
was taller. I iren hls clothes.

Your brother-in-law was the a tallor?

Tallor.
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Andeces

Yeh, I learned that.

And you leanred that the, hoew to iren his clethes?

He say, "All right, we have, we have j}eb Tenth, Ténth

Tenth and Arch?

8weal a sweat # shop.

Sweat shep?

Yeh, 1ron.'

Oh, irening, I see.

And they call 1t a sweat shep.

All weman's, all woman's dreas, you know, shirts.
Oh, irening a clothes and they called this place.....
Yes.

A sweatl éh@p, huh?

And they, they n@’have electric iron like now,
Uh huh.

They have gas iren, ten pounds.

Gas iron?

Ten peunds, iren.

It weighed ten pounds.

Oh, a welghted iren.

Uh huh.

Oh, my goodneas.

And when I work all, all day I can't ----=vw-w--
His arm would be so tired,

Your arm weuld be seo tlred.

Uh huh, sure. Twelve dellars a week.

Twelve dellars a week?

Five days and a half to werk.
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Five and a8 half days?

That's right. |

Did a were there any Russian churches right around
here when you first .....

Yes, yeh.

Yeu were able t0..... were there a many people?

I meet a, I meet a s¢ many friondauafteruwhile;

Were there, were there any other people that you knew
from Russia;besides this Jewish family?

They come. Yeh, bhey.haVQ. After while they came
after me.

They came after you though?

Yes. |

Uh huh, |

I come first. Course there was befere but a this
fellew he's a from the other village, you know. He's got marriage
from there with a girl, |

Uh huh.

Still but he's a from, you know, beleng te our village.

Did any of yéur brothers or sisters a ever think of
coming over to join you?

Nobedy.

Nobedy did?

I still by‘hyaelr. Noboedy here be..besides this family.

Nobedy met you there?

Kuh, nebedy, neb@dy..

And you came here, It takes a lot of courage to come
to a new country.

Nobedy my family all is in Eurepe was killed over in

war, first war.
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Your what?
Second war,

All your family?

(DAU. ) All.
They were killed, yeh.
(DAU.) During World War Two.

Yeh, killed everybedy.

Oh, I see. '
(pav.) Ne ene left.

| There was, there was run 'beut three feur times, you

know, you heard that.

Back a when the a...
(pAvU.) Germans.

Germane ran ever.

Killed everybedy.

Back and torth‘ever Russia.

I got nobedy now.

Uh huh. Well, what happened that yeu finally ended up
in Wilmington?

ﬁell, I tell you I have a...a..where I meet, beard, a
people, you kneow, Phlladelphia, where I ge the club,.Rusgian ¢lub
a.e.8..Marshall and Green. They have a Russlan club that time.

Uh huh. Uh huh.

I meet so many people, you know, Russian peeple, They

have some from Wilmington. They work in Malleable Iren.

(pAU.) Eastern Malleable Iron.
(MR. H.) Eastern Malleable Iren.
| Uh huh.

They say, "you come dewn maybe you can get jeb up

there. Yeu try," he say. Because there was Depressien.
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Uh huh.
That time then I come on August the sixth,
August the sixth? How long was that that you were

in Philadelphia now -~ just a few months?

what area?

people.

Well, from a, from a March ihird to August sixth.

In other werds you came to Amerioca March third?
Yeh. |

And t111 August sixtheess

August sixth I go to Wi..Wilmington.

To Wilminston'and Besee

I got a first jJob in Eastern Malleable Iren Cempnay.
Uh huh.

And where did you live when you came here? Where, in
Well, y... you have to get roem te board with seome

Boarding heuse?

I pay three deilars a menth for room.
Three dellars a month for reem and beard?
That's right. Ne, no, beard extra. ‘
Baard wag extra, oh.

Every, every eatl.

Uh huhe

And, and I get sixteen cents an hour.
S8ixteen cents an hour? |

First money I paid. |

And what did you de at aeese

Well, I work laberer.

Laborer work?

Just a 1aboref.
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Uh huh.
Then I a... but..a..from the a August-January, I
get quarter.
Quarter an hour, See.....
It goin' up because war started Eurepe August Q.....
They needed more &.s..
.Yeh.,
Iron and steel,
They get little busy, little busy. Well, 1914, I
get jeb in the fall a 1916 - '17, I get a foreman.
You were a fereman by 1916-191T7%
Yes. ‘ |
8o you really pushed your way right up?
I werk 'bout year and a half. '
Uh huh.
I get that foreman...jJob...
That was really goed. D1ld a... when you first came
and you, you were still living at the bemrding house then?
Yeh, that time. ;
What, what area - where, what street, de you remember
where?
| Oh, seuth, south Wilmington.
Around Claymont and Heald Street? Around there?
AveeBies’ | | |
(DAUSMRS.H.) Apple and Clayment.
(MR. H.) Apple and Clayment. (chuckles)
| Apple and Claymont Street?
(DAU.) Your, yeour, yeur great grﬁndmether's heuse.
| My great grandmother's house?
(MR. H.) That's right. |
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That's right.

Oh, I see. Uh, when you first, when you first came

here, uh, were moest of the peeple who were living right around

there in those streets, were they a Russian eor were they Polish

O Besvoee

people.

Acecothey g0esees.they had that time all kind eof

There was all mixed?

Polish, Ukrainian, Russian,,but not many a celored

people that time.

Ol'eosvene

(MRS. H.)
(MR. H.)

(MR. Hof)

(MRS. H.)

But a there weren't any a....were there like Italians

Italians, yeh.

Oh, there were?

Yeh, yeh, they have all kind 1like I told you.
Jews,

Jewish people

Uh huh.

Jewish people all most ih the business, you know that.
Were there any Russian clt¢hes yet in Wilmington?
We.was, we erganize in 1915. ‘
In 1915 yeu erganized?

Yeh, organized en a Giayment street.

That was a the a 8t. Michael's Church en Clayment?
That's right. That's where I was, I was there. .
And were you ONeceee

Same that time te now, see.

Frem 1915 to now?

He was one of thé organizers.

And you were one of the organizers of that church?
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That's right. That's the one I organize church, net
myself buteces.

Right, Butee..

We have people - majerity.

Uh huh. Well, now how, "GeGe" how did mest of the
pecple, the Americans, like your bess at a Malibu....

(DAU.) Malleable.

Malleable Iren and a the people did, did they a treat
the people who were coming te the United States fairly? Did they
Becenes |

I treated good my people when I was bess, fereman.

Well, hew did they treat yeu aﬁa your rrienda’though?
Were Americans friendly te yeu? Did they want te help you? “

(Conversation in Rhssian in backgreund) '

Yeh, I have my boss. My boss, you kneﬁ, blg boss.

Uh huh.

George Kingsley, he's a English.

Uh huh. v

He treat me geod. He learn me. He give me hell
though some of the time. But still I know he'Sccc..

You know he meant 1t well.

He's fight, he fight fer my side, see.

Right.

Hé wanted me put a right a....

(MRS. H.) Track.
| He wanted you te geo stralght right from the beginning.

That's right. And he told me strictly, “You have to
keep peeple strictlye¢...a...watch them..,.a..because 1f you ne goelin'
a do it, you goin' te get fired."

8o there, there wasn't any prejudice?
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(MRS. H.) No.

At this time?

See, that tiﬁe there was difference like that. They
don't have no unions that time. Oh, they ne uniens. I hire people
on the gate house, I lay off peeple. I fire people - myself!

Hewever you need, you need them, right?

We no have~that time unions, see. |
(MR8, H.)  -=-=-- head of persennel.

See, I was do everything that time. You go te the
gate house., There was beut fifty people, mpybe more, atand look
for job. You have, yeu have te use head which one yeu're geling
to plek. |

Uh huh.

You don't know which one's good, bad.

Well, then let's see, by 1916, 1917 when yeu were a
foreman....

Yeh.

How 0ld were you then? That weuld have been....

Year and a half I get fereman.

In a year and a half you weuld bececeee
(MRS. H.) '14 he Was....

In 'l4 you were twenty, so by 1917 yeu were twenty-
three years ¢ld.

Yeh, yeh.

And already you were a, already you were a foreman.

I was, I was stireng..

You were strong.

Oh yeh. I leérned it every, every job in the shep..

Well, when did you get married over here?

(MRS. H,) 1918.
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Well, I decided I ought te go back te Europe.

Oh, this is after you decided you weren't going to ge
te Burope?

| Then, then I,I look for a, for girl te get married.

And where did you find a girl to get married?

I find, I find where I live.

Right where you lived?

That's right. (laughtér)

This 1s my grandmether.

That's right.

Where was she frem?

She's frem Aua&aia; Galicia.

From Austria?

Yeh, she's frém»Austria, yeh. She speak a, I think,
around feur languages, 1 think.

She could speak foeur languages?

She was German. She was Germaﬁ but she speak Pelish

and Jewish.

(PaAU.) Russian.
Ukrainlan.

(EL.) | And she ceuld spesak Russian.
Little,

A 1little but you taught her more? (laughter)
(MRS. H.) I d1dn'tecesss. | |

But she....see, you - the Polish the Russlan it's pretty
clese.

Rlght enly the accent is different.

But she understand me.

She understood you.

Oh yeh!
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But Just a 1little bit of trouble talking.
But that's where I learned all kind language, see.
Uh huh. And by, by 1918 then were you, you were able

te have your church, your wedding ceremony in that St. Michael's

Church?

(MRS. H.)

8t. Michael ! 8- Qhu.r,aho
You had a bullding then and everything?
Yes.

Yeh. Oh, we married right from the house, you know,

where I bearded.

(MRS. H.)

' (MRS. H.)

full week.

(MRS. H.)

You were married in the heuse?

Yeh, that's right. ’

Church.

In the church?

Oh, iIn the ehﬁrch, yeh, yeh.

The reception was in the heuse.

Oh, but your reception was in the house
We no have no hall like now,

Uh huh,

Reception everything 1 have one big wedding one week-

O0f a wedding? A whole week?
It 1&31396.? It lasted.,
Started, started from a Wednesday and lasted till,....

They give one week. 1 have vacation, first vacatien - fereman

that time.

And, and everybody celebrated all this time?
Everybody dance. The orchestra play every evening.
The erchestra played every evening?

Every evening.
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My goodness!

Yes indeed! Ask your mem.

And all yoeur friends came and cesece

Yes indeed!

Every evening and df you have din...dinner fer.them '
all the time?

Yeh, Junch, sure. Every day they have everything.

Every day?
(MRS. H.) Have aalad, haMees .

We have five, flve, three kinds beer on tap.

Three kinds of beer?

A., 100t beer....I ﬁéan a root beer.

Uh huh.

Birch beer and regular beer.

Uh huh.

See.

What, what was this customary to have a weddings to
last this leng?

Well, 8.coee
(MRS, H.) No.

Net usually - this is just an extra speclal one?

See, don't, don't forget everything was mine. |
(Tape turned off and resumed)

You had said when you first came to a America, you
had to ge to a seheol here, Number Fourteen Scheol.

Yeh, I went.

And you went to the Pest Office school to learn a
te get your naturalization?

Three months ih the Pest Office.

To get you naturalization papers?
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Yeh.,

Ud, did yeu have any language difficultiess 8.+
did.s.was it hard to communicate at first? Te get....

| It was pretty hard to spell.;.spelling.
To....it was hard spelling our language?
| Yeh, it was very hard spelling from, freﬁ Russian

United Btates, you knew, the reading writing that's, that's pretty
hard, Course this spell like nowee.... like a Philadelphla, new 1t
says for instance.

Uh huh.

We have to put "F" not "P."

Right, right, uh huh.

Bee, that's all mixed up frem beginning.

Right, Just likeeeceses

Now, I know but before was awful tough.

I know because a we, you put down letters for different
gsounds and everything.

The Pest Office, they, they didn't learn all the Con-
stitutions in history book - each state they ask a us, read fer
each state what state grow, .what each state raise -~ every single
state United SBtates.

You had to know all this?
" You have te know everythiﬁg.

Uh huh,

It was tough. It was hard, really.

I can imagine. What was there llkessecceo

Man for....you knew, he was teacher, He was man.
Uh huh.

Mr. Poole his name.

Uh huh.
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Boy, I tell you, he's Qceeee
A, when a you first founded that a, the, the greup
of you founded St. Michael's Church, was this the first a church
around here like that - the first Eastern Orthedex Church?
(MRS. H.) That's the first. |
| Yes.
That was the first one. And then‘later on there were
some other churches on Heald Street. What a were they?
They was, they was Ukrainian see. |
_PTell me something. I've heard that the Ukrainian
people den't like to be considered with the Russian people and the
Russian peéple.....
Cauée - gsee these Ukrainian people they all most
come from Austria, see.
Oh, I see.
Austria, Gallcla they call it.
Uh huh.
See this is difference a....idea....pretty near all
the same people you understand.
‘Uh huh.
But they don't like a Russians cause Russisns 1s hard.
Russians, you know what I‘mean.
in other words strong, courageous people,
That's right.
Uh huh.
That's why they don't like they say.
And that's the enly thing really?
But that's all the same people -'I den't see ne 4if-

ference.

But when, when they were away from the chunch, &1d you



mix?
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Yes.

Were your families tegether? It was Just the one

idea of the church?

Oh yeh, we ge like a the parties same place, I used

to play orchestra with....vielin and the party. We don't have ne

difference.

nlce.

We have good time and all. But Ukrainian peeple very

Uh huhe Yeou played in an erchestra over here, too?
Yeh, we have play erchestra, you knew, vielin,
And you played the vioOe.ess

¥We have a four pieces orchestra.

Four pieces in the orchestra?

Yeh, clarinet, vialin and accbrdian and a bass.
Bass fiddle?

Bass fiddle,‘yeh.

Uh huhe D1ld you aseeces

Zoom zoom!

Zoom zoeom. (Laughter) Did yeu a .... in other words

durlng the day yeu would work at the,rin a, a steel factory and

then a 80M€es¢ o

Every!

Evenihg.

Every evening we go bnactice, you knew.
Uh huh. |

- We play every evening all most party.

And this would be extra money for you?
That's right. _
Gomihg in and at the same time you still like to do it.

Did the peeple still get tegether and have a, a, did they all get
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tegether and play their instruments and sing like you sald they
did in the village in Ruasia?
Sure. | |
The same type eof thing. They enjeyed this?
Yeh, same type. They sing, dance. |
Uh huh.
0ld time Cessacks (?), polka.
Uh huh. )
You know, they have ~---- different.
Oh, when they had World War One and a yeu heard about
a the revelution and the a Czar being taken oUteseses
Ne, I was here. I don't know much about that.
Oh yeu didn't. This i1s what I want to knew. Yeu didn't
hear muech abeut this? |
" }When I came here, there it was quiet like I teld you.
Right.
I came here March third and the war started in Eurepe,
this ¢.e¢.s August sixth.
(MRS. H.) Fourteenth (Quietly)
(MR. H) 1914,
‘ 19i#f1t vas.
See, you see I'm lucky I get away.
Uh huh,
From that trouble.
Bo that a the, the, it didn't it didn't really have
any effect on your l1life? | ”
Then I run éway because I was not ¢ld enough Eurepe
g6 in army. I WaB~===n- years old, but in this country I have
to go, but a when I werk defense Malleable Iron, I was foreman.

You Were Qecscesesee
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They hold me down. They den't let me go.

-In ether words you were a, you were exempted because
JOU WOr'e..ecoe.

Yeh.

In the steel factory.

You know somebody -~ Beard, Board of Defense, you know.

Right you were Jjust like today if you work fer a
government.

That's right.

You éan get exempted.

I, I told my superinténdent, I says, “A....I got it
for first...a...number, first, you know, the card.*

(DaU.) One "A." -

You know for the that time it wasn't classes, see.
(DAU.) Uh huh., "

(zL.) There weren't cl... I see.

I show him. He says, “Let me see. Leen, my friend,
I'm golng to let you go." I says, "Why?" "Cause we, we need you."

And they wouldn't let you go inte the army because.....

Bout. bout two weeks after that I got fifth class. I
knew fifth class ~ that's far away.

Uh huh.

And, and they no take me.

Right. A, a, how long was it ...a..this was in 1918
yeu got marrled, did, have you, did you always centinue werking...&8...
at a Mallsabdd?

I work at Malleable Ifen t111 19ee....

(MRS. H;) 19.¢¢326

'32.

1932,



quit!

cigar stere.
(MRS. H.)
(EL.)
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June gecond, see, slxth or secend, I get sick ~ I

Oh, Just quit, Just like that?

Eighteen years I work up ther&;

Uh huh.

I have a reference, good a reference from a cempany.
Uh huh.

I still have soms: place.

Well, what, what did you decide te de then?

Well, we have already a....see, we have alf?ady that
We bought it 1927.

Candy.

1927 you bought a clgar and candy: store?

But Mom to stay in the day time and 1 wor&, I help

in the evening.

after this?
(MRS. H.)

. (MRS. H.)

Oh, I see.
It was a little bit teo much for us, see.

Well, how long did you have the candy store a...

From 1927+¢veee
WelleeeeBeseo

1927.

'27 that's three that's six years.
P11l 1935,

'35, that's eight years.
1927 t@esee

Eight years.

1935.

That's eight years.

What happened at that time?



(54)

Then we decided - Roosevelt elected - we decided to
get a license. They come back beer and whiskey.

Oh, this is after Prohibition, right?

Yeh, we decide, we decide to get pr.;..license to
have taproom.

And to have a taproem.

Yeh, we have taproom off We~-~=--, For twenty-six years
we operate it.

Uh huh.

19¢eass
(MRS. H.) 161,

161 we sell.

All that time?

Now, I'm a (chﬁckles sadly)

In retirement?

In retirement;

In good old retirement.

Yeh, take it easy.

80 really you had quite a, a experience and Q.cese

That's 1it.

A varied 1life here. You had worked for the steel
factory and then a candy stere and then back to the taproom.

Then you ask 8 me how many children I have?

How many children did you have? ’ |

Well, we have a so far a six, Qix nice leooking girls.

8ix girls no boys? (Laughingly)

No boys, ne. ‘

Ne boys.
(MRS. H.) No sens.

And a we have a ten grandchildren.
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Ten grandchlildren?

And a one grandchild married already - teacher for

Uh huhe. I bet I know who she is. (Laughter)
And then what else I could say -~ walt a minute.

A, when your children were growing up in America,

did a you try to impress upon them the, the history of the Russian

people; and did you a, were you as strict about the church as the

church as your parents had been with you?

I tried but this country can't be strict a like a

Eurepe you knowe.

they do more

LA NN X )

myself,

negse

Uh huh.

Couse you could tell them nice way. Children they,
if you heller, you know what I mean.

Right, but 8eeses

Cause asecee

Were you able to teach them the Rusalan language and
I try, I try the beginning but later on I forget

Oh really, waS.ecee

Cause, you know, always American language in the busi-

Uh huh.
You know you can't remember everything. Another thing

I, I balled up so many languages. I speak seven dlfferent languagese.

You speak seven different languages?
That's right.
N@Wo;oo

Sures
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Russian, Polish?
Ukrainian. |
Ukrainian.

You speak some German.
Yeh.

I know that.

Yeh.

Some German.

(MRS. H.) Some Jewishe

(EL.) Jewish,
(DAU.) Yiddish.
(MR. H.) Yiddish, yeh.

(MRS. H.) Italian.
(EL.) Some Itallian I know you speak.
(MR. H.) Oh yeh, I “"dabbish Italiane™ all right. (Laughter)
| 8o you reaily got around? |
Yeh. |
A...butidid a....when the children....l remember you
saying something about they went te ehurch school? |
Yeh, they all Sunday school, yes. ‘
Sunday scheol?

(pav.) Yeh, Russian school after they came, after they came....
(MR. H.) Yeh, we have.

(EL.) After they went to the regular scheol, the American
scheol during the day.

(MRS. H.) Public school.

(MR. H.) Yeh, they go.

(EL.) Public schools, then they went to :schurch school after
this even during the week?

(MRS. H.) Uh huh, |
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This is a, this is plus their Sunday scheol?
(MRS, H.) That's right., ‘
(MR. H.) A8 a me why ==--~- (Russian words)
(EL.) What? Why don't you tell me "Babo?"
(MRS. H.) L.'.é...ﬁeeGeﬁcwanta to say theyfwéht to Russian
school after public se¢hool and they wentee...

Uh huh.
(MRS. H.) Attended church all the time and still attend cheoir
----- . They sing in cheir but they can't hold a Russian conver-
sation. (Laughter)

They can sing the a Russlan songs?
(MRS: H.) In_the choir. '

In the choir but they can't hold a Russian conversation?

(MR. H.) Yes, no, no, that's it. That's exactly like I toli
you.

(EL.) Boy!

(MR, .H.) Well we, anyhow we half and half now for the ehurch -

half Slaveonlc and half Recess
(EL.) Now the church services are half in Slavenic and half
in English. v

Yeh, that's right. Half American, half American.

Uh huh. But this ié 8till the same church - no, there's
& new church,

Same, same thing.

But there's a new building.

Yeh, I lmow but same, same, same churoh.

Uh huh, uh....

No difference, all ybung genergtion wanted more Ameri-
can, Bee.

Uh huhe.
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The service more Americans now in church.

Did you have a... when the Depression hit the United

States, did you have Qseese.

Oh, we have 1930, '32, yes. We have the Depression

pretty bad a but 8c¢essee

then,

Did it hurt your business? You had the candy store

They, they hurt little business but I don't mind be-

cause I still was a my weekly pay, you know.

CauB@sss e

don't forget

time?

Frem the steel factery?
From the, the shep, you know.
Uh huh.

And I no, I no, I no feel no Depressicn that time be-

You didn't feel it that much?

Because I make out all right;

Uh huh.

But people who werk two, three days a week, you know,
that time.

Uh huh. And didn't you also take in Boarders at that

We have, we have few beginning but later on - they was

80 much a work, you know Men,

With six chi..... with six girls.

Yeh, that's right. And we den't care muech.
I can imagine there was.

Yeh, that's all troubles there.

A dO yOU...8¢0¢s in your family a today do you still a

try to remember some of the Russian custems especlally a the reli--

gious ones like at Christmas and Easter time?

/
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That's right. I remember that.
Like at a Christmas time, I know a you don't celebrate
the holidgy on December twenty-fifth but January....
That's right.
January seventh.
We gtill, we still celebwwts the Little Christmas.
The Little Christmas?
That's right. |
Uh huhe.
And when you a celebrate the Christmas a I've been to
«eBe.8 Drogram they put a on called a "volka."
Yes, that's right.
And Beeo..
We have every year.
What does "yYolka" mean?
The: "olke™ that mean & seee..
(MRS. H.)  Christmas tres.
Christmas tree?
(MR.H.) Christmas tree; yeh, that's right.
And I know this is a faverite thing.
They sing, they sing the church songs.
(MRS. H.) - Carols.
(EL.) Carols.
| And they, they at the last they sing a cocuple folk sengs.
Uh huhe
What they e¢all them?
I know the children'alwaya~11ke to do this.
We sing all the ones before I remember Eurepean songs
"Birch - White Birch Tree."
Birch trees?
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"Byroga"

"Byrogs "

Ibs,;”White Birech Pree."

Thie 1s a faverite song of yours in Eurepe? )

Oh yes. I remember. It's call a “Byroza éto Yla. " ‘e,

And what does that mean?

That means a, a ‘out thé field a birch tree stands.

Uh huh,

Oh, this is very important to Europe.

This song is very impertant over 1n»Europe?

Yeh, birch trees. g '

(MRS. H.) Birch trees are,
‘ Phat's the best, = . ;.

Uh huhe..8...¥hen you mentiohed‘birch trees, I remember
you teld me ence that a... you a used - didn't you use horses talls
or semething for a fishing rod? |

Yeh, they made we;....

Why dideeces

We meke self in Russian, ,I mean that a reds.

You make your own reds?

From a, a horse tall -'hair, you know, long.

Uh huh, |

Because it never break it, never retted.

They never broke and they never rotted.

Ne, they never, nevér did that.

(MRS. H.) The tail was the line.

Right, the horses tall was the line and the pele
was made out 0f...0e
(MRS. H.) Birch tree.

The birch tree, right, uh huh. Hew do yeu feel about
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a Russia when you know that you can't return te 1t?%

Oh, I feel Very @...... (hesitation) '
(DAv.) 8ad?

Weli, it's very important to me, you knew.

Uh huh.

But this children you know, they don't - they, they den't
know much about it.

Uh huhe.

Like this - you're talking about fishing, yeu know,
trips. I've been fishing from little boy, you know.

Uh huh.

But see, this young generation they want to see this.

Right.

Because they never see.

Right, Jjust llke a yOuUess.e

Were saylng, in Russia in the winter time what did you
use:.. to get around ....8s4+8¢.+ 8lelighs?

Acesces there was sleds. |

B8leds?

Hﬂmemﬁde gsleds.

Homemade sleds?

That's right. f

Uh huh.

Skates.

And skates.

Home made skates, te0, we make.

Everything hememade?

Yes indeed! |

Did your children have any of these homemade things in
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America or was it all beught for them?
(MRS, H.)  All bought. |

They bought it everything ready.

Everything was bought. 8e in a way they kind of missed
out on all this..... ,

Belleve 1t or ﬁot.in a Euroepe, in a Europe if you get
wet shoes they getjlicking;

If you got wet shees, you got a. licking?

Got a licking, yeh, because we ge on thé g8leds.

Oh.

You know what we do?

What? ‘

We...ﬁh...we takg a shoes eff and put a‘heavyva heavy a...
(DAU. ) Burlap? ’

Burlap Areund your feet?

Yeh, that's what they nQQ it fer.

And so0 you did so yeu wouldn't get yeur shoes wet.,

Then when we change them, you know, in, in the shed(?)
put the shoes on, come in the house. '

80 you wouldn't get your shoes....

Cause they, they heller you get a, get wet.

Uh huh. If, if it were if you were told that a yeu
could, yeu would have a passport and you were a allowed a to go
back, would you want to ge back and visit your village new?

I could go any time tour - tourist, I think, '

Right, you'd have.....

Cause I'm a citizen now. But still what I want te go
it I, I, I den't see; den't know nobedy there?

| It wouldessoo |

I den't have nobody there.
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It would be s0 changed?

I maybe find semebedy.; .+ Taraway like a - maybe my a ...
Distant ceusins.

Cousins maybe a soOme€....

Neighbors.

Neighbors, somebedy.

Uh huh, but all of your family, your direct family....

I, I don't know because ¥ had to write letters some time

te find out but 1t's pretty hard to find out naw.

(MRS. H;)

(MRS. H.)

Burope. You

Did, did you keep in contact at all?

I did before but a....; .

He used to send money.

I used, I still have receipts from old man Emory.

For a what, the money? -

Sending the money to ﬁis father.

Send him citizen, citizenshlp tickets, send meney to
could buy the ship ticket.

Oh, steamship ticket in ether werds. Yeu would give hime

the money and he Wouldeseeee

(MRS. H.)

0l1d man Emory not this - his father, you lknow, lawyer Emory
Right, lawyer Emory, uh huh,

Yeh, ....this 1s, this is lawyer Emory's father.

And he was the steamship agent.

And he would send the money there.

Uh.

I, I could show you the receipt. . sometime.

O0.K. Did a when, when you stepped a contact, did a -

was i1t because you had to or because, you knew, there wasn't anybody

to really keep in contact with or did you have t0.....

(MRS. H.)

War broke out.
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War, war comne. They ho allow that time wrlting.

Uh huh.

They, they, they not - can't correspond with nobody.

8o you had ﬁo stop then?

Oh sure, you had to becéuse what you goling to do?

Right, uh huh. That kind of ended it all. .

I, I used to send a two dollar bills in the letter
there but they, they write me don't do it becauée they get punished
if they find out. |

They got punished - they would .gelt punished over in
Rusaia? ’

. Yes, yes, if they find out I sent them some money.

Oh, really?

Sure, thﬁt; that time beginning....

Uh huh,.

Now is changed so much,

(TAP= TURNED OFF AND ON)

Well, Mr, Hnida I really thank you for your cooperation
for telling us your story.

You're, you're quite welcome, welcome.

Thank you véry muche I'm sure we'll all enjoy listening

Lo this years and years from now., O0.K., Goodbyé.



