
Mexico, September 9, 1942 

PERSONAL AN! 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Sumner : 

This morning vehile I was ta lk ing to Dr. Fad i l l s on 
other mat te rs , he said he wished to mention to me the 
following. As I knew, t he i r Minister t o Japan, General « 
|X forget h i s name for the moment), had just returned to 
Mexico City. He said tha t M*ien the r e p a t r i a t i o n vesse l 
passed through Rio de Jane i ro , the General, under i n s t ruc ­
t ions from him, had a conversation with Aranha. On r e t u r n ­
ing to I'exiooCity, the General reported on his conversation 
with Aranha to P a d i l l s . 

The General had to ld Aranha about conditions in Japan 
and the Far l a s t a s he knew them. He had impressed upon 
Aranha h i s opinion that Bras i l should en te r the war without 
delay. Hs had told Aranha tha t Japan ' s power must be de­
stroyed and t h a t our influence must be es tabl i shed in the 
Far Eas t ; t ha t we were the only country wh ich could keep 
the Japanese menace away from the Americas. He bad i n d i ­
cated to Aranha tha t Japan ' s naval power was already af­
fected and t h a t i t could not recoup i t s losses* 

Aranha asked the general whether our a i r a t t ack on 
Tokyo was a myth, or whether i t had r e a l l y taken p l ace . 
The General told him t h a t i t had taken p lace ; tha t some 
ten of our planes had pa r t i c ipa ted i n the a t tack and t h a t 
the Japanese had shown n t t e r incapaci ty to meet i t . 

Dr. Padi l la told trie hs was of the opinion that the 
General ' s conversation with Aranha had great influence with 
him and Aranha seemed g rea t ly In teres ted t h e r e i n . Fad i l i a 
said hs did not inean to say that the Genera l ' s conversation 
with Aranha had influenced Brazi l to declare war, but he 
said that i t had undoubtedly been one of the fastors . He 
had seen especia l ly in te res ted that t h i s General should 
t a lk with Aranha and par t i cu la r ly to urge on him B r a z i l ' s 
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en t rance i n t o the war . 

Yfith a l l good wishee , 

Co rd i a l l y and f a i t h f u l l y you r s , 

G.S. Messersmith 

GSM/aw 


