August 2z, 1951

onfidential YIRS 0».3 M

Mr. George 8. Messersmith,
Chairman of the Board,

Mexican Light & Power Company,
40 Calle de Gante,

Mexico, D.F.

Dear Mr. Messersmith:

Mr. Ople wrote a letter to Mr. Bachrach a few
days ago, in which he mentioned that one of the members of
the Embassy staff in Madrid remarked that the Ambassador
regards J.M. and Mr. Heineman as "in much the same class"
the business methods of one being similar to those of the
other. This was, of course, a very confidential comment
made by this man to Mr. Opie.

If the Ambassador really thinks this is true, it
not only is a shameful distortion of Mr. Heineman's charac-
ter and reputation, but it is also harmful in the BTLP
situation because it helps to account for the Ambassador's
unwillingness to try to get the matter straightened out
properly.

Mr. Heineman and I have discussed this matter and
we wonder whether it might not be useful if a friend of the
Ambassador's, in whom he had full confidence, would write
to tell him something about Mr. Helneman. We discussed the
possibility of Mr. Arthur Dean doing this and thought that
possibly you would feel in a position to ask Mr. Dean whether
he would be willing to do this. Naturally, Mr. Dean - or any
one else - could not refer to this specific remark because
of its confidential nature and because we would not want to
betray this individual's confidence.

Anyone who wrote to 8.G. would have to take the
line that probably some Spaniards (unknown to us), and for
reasons of their own, are making all sorts of wild asser-
tions in connection with the BTLP matter. Some of the
assertions, no doubt, come to the Ambassador's attention
and the writer of the letter to S.G. merely wants to inform
him about Mr. Heineman.

SBome of the statements being made in Madrid are




vicious whereas others are simply silly. An example of the

latter is the rumor floating around there that Mr. Heineman

controls the "New York Times"™. This remark is a conseguence
of the fact that Sam Pope Brewer has written articles about

Spain which are distesteful toc some of the government people
there.

Of course, zny letter written to 8.G. by Mr. Dean
or anyone else must be very positive and very strong since a
mild letter, in my opinion, would only give S.G. the impres-
sion that the writer is simply doing what he is being asked
to do and thereby the letter would do more harm than good.

I have discussed this matter with Mr. Alley who
knows Mr. Dean very well. He, (or Mr. Heineman upon his
return to New York) could speak to Mr. Dean in addition to
any letter which you might write to the latter, but Mr. Alley
is considering what is the best way of bringing this matter
to the attention of E.G. Mr. Dean after all is a lawyer
with many clients and 5.G. might feel that Mr., Dean is doing
something for a client. #r. Alley ralised the guestion
whether his friend, Mr. Noyes, of Hemphill Noyes % Co. in
which firm S8.G. was a partner, would not be & better man to
write. In this case, however, Mr. Noyes has no personal
knowledge of Mr., Heineman and would first have to meet him.
Mr. Heineman, however, 1s not convinced tnat & mere meeting
would enable Mr. Noyes to convey a strong impression to S.G.
Mr., Alley 1s prepared to arrange a meeting.

Mr. Alley also suggested that perhaps Ed Miller
would be willing to write such a letter. Mr., Heineman
believes, however, that this may not be conducive to the
result desired, as Mr., Miller does not concern himself with
the Spanish sector.

I am submitting all these ideas to you for your
consideration and advice which Mr. Heineman is most anxious
to have. 1If you feel that writing to Mr. Dean and asking
him if he would not do something to get this matter stralght
with 5.G. would be advisable and possible for us, Mr.Heineman
would be most pleased if you would do so. In any case, I
believe he would like to know what you think about the matter.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

NS:ks Nathaniel Samuels
cc: Mr. Heineman




