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Preface

The early furnishings of thé White House have
traditionally been a subject of interest to historians.
In the literature treating the domestic arrangements of
the first five Presidents, however, the administration of
James Madison has received little scholarly attention.

It is the purpose of this study to examine the furn{Zure

used during the Madisons' eight years in the White House,

In 1907, Esther Singleton's The Story of the White

House presented an introduction to the problem of Madison
furnishings.l In 1959, Robert L. Raley published Ben-
Jjamin Latrobe's 1709 designs for the oval drawing room
furniture.2 Finally, in 1965, Margaret Brown Klapthor
presented "Bénjamin Latrobe and Dolley Madison Decorate
the White House, 1809-1811," a thorough examination of
the decoration of Mrs. Madison's parlor, and the drawing
“room.> To date, the 1811-1817 period remains virtually

unexplored.

The present examination of the Madisons' White

House furnishings will begin with a chapter devoted to
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the problem of Madison taste. Chapter II treats the fur-
nishings purchased for the Executive Mansion between 1809
and 1814, when the British burned the building. Chapter
III discusses the Madisons' furnishings from 1814 until
the retirement of James Madison in 1817. Chapter IV
offers 'an introduction to the problem of authenticéting
extant Madison furnishings, and outlines the method used

to select objects for the Catalogue.

The writer would like to thank the individuals
who have so generously given their assistance with this
project. IIrs. Caroline Holmes Bivins has spent several
years studying the history of Madison fufnishings. Her ex-
tensive research has located manv objects scattered from
Florida to New York state and west to California. With-
out her epthusiastic interest, and her cobious notes,

this study would have been impossible.

Mrs. Margaret Brown Klapthor, AssociateACurator,
and the staff of the Division of Political History at the
Smithsonian Institution, have provided valuable informa-
tion about nearly every aspect of the problem. Mrs.
Klapthor brought the Treasury accounts to the attention

of the writer.

My advisor, John A. H. Sweenéy, has offered help-

ful advice about every part of the manuscript. Thanks are
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iii
due to ﬁhe staffs of the Manuscript Reading Room at the
Library of Congress, and the Manuscript Division at the
Alderman Library, University of Virginia, for help with
the numerous manuscripts under their care. The staff at
Independence National Historical Park was generous with
both information and documents relating to the Todd and
Payne families. William Moore, Director, Greensboro |
(North Carolina) Historical Museum, gave me an opportunity
to study the Kunkel Collection. The staffs of the Legis-
lative, Judicial, and Diplomatic Records Division at
National Archives, and the Washington National Records
Center, Suitland, Maryland, located many obscure documents.
James Bear, Curator of Monticello, was hélﬁful with the

Monticello Archives. William Rachal, LIditor, The Virginia

Magazine of History and Biographv, gave valuable informa-

tion -about the Papers of James iladison project. My thanks

to the staff of The Henry Francis duPont Winterthur Museum,
for their continued interest and assistance. Finally, my
deep appreciation to the museums and private owners who

allowed me to examine their Madison furniture.

Wherever possible, the original spelling and cap-
italization have been preserved in the ‘text. - A1l abbrevia-
tions are followed by a period. Raised letters have beeﬁ
dropped, and are followed by a period. The now obsolete

"s{" has been changed to "ss."” It is generally agreed that
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iv
the correct spelling of Mrs. Madison's name is "Dolley."h
Some books and manuscript collections use the designation .
"Dolly," "Dorothy," or "Dorothea." The writer has con-

tinued the spelling employed by a particular author or

collection.
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Notes to the Preface

12 vols. (New York: The McClure Company), 1907,
pp. 55-89, et. passim. (Hereafter, Singleton?.

2"Interior Designs by Benjamin Henry Latrobe for
the President's House," Antiques, LXXV (June, 1959), 568-
571. (Hereafter, Raley).

. . 3United States National Museum Bulletin 241: Con-
tributions™Irom The luseum ol History and lechnologv,

Paper L9, I53-16L. (Hereaiter, Klapthor).

bIn nis comprehensive biography of James Madison,
Irving Brant wrote: "That name--the only one she ever
owned, knew or used during eighty-one years--was too plain
to suit early biographers. So, just as Eleanor Rose was
invented for Madison's mother Nelly, Dolley had to be
Dorothea or Dorothy. The 'e! was then knocked out and the
triumph of convention was complete." See James Madison,
6 vols. (Indianapolis and New York: The Bobbs-Merrill
Company), 1941-1961, III, p. 40l. (Hereafter, Brant).
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Introduction

In 1907, Esther Singleton complained:

No nation has been so niggardly in its
provision for the expenses to which its Chiefl
Magistrate is put in upholding the dignity
and hospitality of the White House than the
United States. :

She was correct. The Executive Mansion is the most im-
portant Yhouse" in the country; in many respects, it is
the most interesting. The White House is both private and

public, personal and official.

Like the building itself, the furnishings of the
White House serve a double function. In one respect they
reflect the taste of the Presidents and their families;
in another respect they symbolize the dignity of the Presi-

dential office.

During each Presidential administration, Cdngress-
appropriates money for VWhite House furnishings,'and places
. it in the "President's furniture fund." These funds are

spent

under the President's own eye and recommenda-
tion in_accordance with his own and his wife's
tastes. '

Nevertheless, White House furnishings are public property.

’ 1
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There is an element of conflict inherent in this
system. Although each President is free to exercise his
taste in selecting furniture for the Executive Mansion,
Congress maintains a firm grip on the purée strings. The
free expression of 'taste" varies in-direct proportion to
the amount of money in the furniture fund. It is the
purpose of this thesis to examine the relationship be-

tween Madison taste and government money.

James Madison was born on March 16, 1751, N.S.,
at Port Conway, Virginia. He was the son of James'Madi~
son and Nelly Rose Conway, who had ten children. The
younger lMadison was raised on his father'é estate in
Orange County, where James Madison, Sr. was sheriff, a
successful planter, and the County's wealthiest citizen.
After zraduating from Princeton in 1771, Madison, Jr., be-
gan a distinguished career which led from the Virginia
Legislature po Congress, and finally to the positions of

Secretary of State (1801-1809), and President (1809-

1817).3 On September 15, 1794, he married Dolley Payne

Todd of Philadelphia; he was forty-three, she was twenty-
. .

" five.

- Dolley Payne, daughter of Quakers John Payne and
iary Coles, was born on May 20, 1768, in Guilford County,

North Carolina. She was the second of nine children.
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John Pavne, originally from Goochland County, Virginia,
converted to Quakerism in 1764. Breaking all ties with
the Paynes, he moved to Guilford in 1765, and returned to
Virginia in 1769, settling in Bird Creek. In 1775 he
bought "Scotchtown," an estate in'Hanover; it was located
near "Coles Hill," the home of his wife's Quaker parents,

William Coles and Lucy Winston.

In 1783 the family moved to Philadelphia, where
Payne became a starchmaker. By 1789 he was forced into
bankruptcv, and was dismissed from the Quaker meeting.

Upon his death in 1792 he left virtually no estate.

In January, 1790, Dolley Payne married John Todd,
Jr. (b. 1763), a Quaker attorne§ from Philadelphia. He
was the son of schoolmaster John Todd, and Mary Durbarrow,
both originally from Chester County. The attorney, his
parents, and Dolley Todd's younger son, William Temple,
all died during the yellow fever epidemic in the summer of

1793. Her other son, John Payne Todd, survived.?

After her marriase to Madison in 1794, Dolley
' Madison was expelled from the Quaker meeting.6 She went
on to become the most popular woman in the early history

of the White House.

In terms of Madison taste, historians have
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h .l
traditionally given most of the credit to Dolley Madison.
In the opinion of one authority:
She was the most commanding figure in

Washington for half a century, and completely

dwarfed her husband both physically and

socially.7 ;

Admittedly, the historical image of James Madi-
son is less exciting than that of his gregarious wife.
Retiring, sickly, and small in stature, Madison has never

emerged as one of the dynamic heroes of the early Repub-

lice.

Nevertheless, he must have had a significant in-
fluence on the taste of Dolley Madison. In the opinion of
the writer, there is a need to further explore James Madi-
son's tastey he was heir to the rich cultural traditions
of the Virginia aristocracy. During his lifetime, the
0ld Dominion reached its peak of influence, and elegance.

By comparison, elegant displays were alien to the ‘beliefs of
the Quaker Paynes; furthermore, they could not afford

luxury.

Because of his political connections, James Madi-
son was associated with many of the nation's cultural lead-
ers; “he moved in an atmosphere of "good" taste. The Paynes
were strict Quakers; while they associated with such re-

spectable Philadelphia Quaker families as the Drinkers and
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5
the Pembertons, they were not cosmopolitan.8 Dolley Madi-

son rnust have learned nmuch from her husband and his circle.

When the Madisons moved into the White House in
1309, Dolleyv iladison was placed in charge of the furniture
fund accounts.9 Strictly speaking, the story of Madison
White House furnishings is an examination of her taste.
In the opinion of the writer, however, lMadison taste was

the product of mutual cooperation.

Chapter I is devoted to a discussion of the taste
of Jaries and Dollex Madison as reflected in their selection
of works of art and furnishinas for Hontpelier, the family
estate in Orange.lo An examination of ﬁhe furniture and
art at Hontpeiier offers an opportunity to witness the free
expression of Hadison taste without the influence of govern-
ment monev. HMontpelier provides a standard of comparison

for the “White House.

Chapters IT and III examine the lMadisons' use of
public funds for White House furnishings. After the Burn—
.ing of the Ixecutive Ilansion in 1814,'CongreSS took a nega-
tive attitude towards the furniture fund; The change is
reflected in the choice of furniture for the President's
house. Unliike any other First Lady, Dolley liadison had to
decorate two houses with different furniture. The fire

marks the break between the two chapters.
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The Catalozue represents a visual statement of
Madison taste. In teérms of the Introduction to the Cata-
logue, it is understood that the method suggested for de-
termining the authenticity of Madison furhishings is sub-
Jject to considerable refinement. Je@elry, small decora-
tive objects, Tine art,land costumes have been omitted.
Although brass, copper, glass, and textiles qualify as

furnishings, no authentic examples have been found.
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Notes to tiic Introcducticn

lSingleton, I, p. xviii. The term "White House"
was used as earlyv as Mav 19, 13809, by Henry Dearborn. See
Brant, .V, pp. 32-33. However, during the early vears of
the Republic, the official residence qf the Chief Execu-
tive was usually called the '"President's House." 1In the
interest of consistencyv, only three terms will be used to
describe the house on Pennsvlvania Avenue: 1) The VWhite
House; 2) the President's House, and 3) the Executive
Mansion. In addition, these names apply to the houses
occupied by the lMadisons after the 1814 fire.

2Singleton, I, p. xvii.

‘ 3For a complete discussion of iMadison's family
background and career, see Brant, I-VI. Also, Reginald
Buchanan Henrv, Geneolosies of the Families of the Presi-
dents (Rutland, Vermont: The Tuttle Co.), 1935, intro-
duction and pp. 137-148. (Hereafter, Henry).

bp1len C. Clark, Life and Letters of Dolly
lladison (Washington, D.C.: W. F. Roberts Company), 1914,
pp. 19-26. (Herealter, Clark). :

5The Winstons were prominent Virginians; Marv

Coles' aunt, Sarah Winston, was the mother of Patrick
Henrvy. For the most comprehensive discussion of Dolley
Madison's backeground, see Katharine Anthonyv, Dolly FMHadison
(Garden City, New York: - Doubleday & Companv, Inc.), 1949,
pp. 5-3%. (Hereafter, Anthonv). Also, [Lucia B. Cutts,
ed] , Memoirs and Letters of Dollv Madison (Boston and New
York: Houghton Iifflin Company), 1686, pp. 3-16. (Here-
after, L. B. Cutts). Caroline Holmes Bivins, (copv)
"Geneolosical Notes on the Payne and Todd Familes," Feb-

. ruary, 1971 (tvpewritten manuscript), in possession of the
author, Greensboro, North Carolina. For the Cutts geneology,
see Clark, p. 501.

6The Society of Friends condemned marriages made
outside the membiership. She was dismissed on December 12,

1794. See Anthonv, p. 92.

- 7Singleton, I, p. xx.
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8Anthony, PP. 23, L43.
9Klapthor, p. 158.

107y first use cf the name "Montpslier" appeared
in a letter to Madison from Dr. William Thornton in 1803.
Madison began using it in 1807, but preferred the French

spelling "Montpellier." Brant, IV, p. A45.
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Chapter I: The Problem of Madison Taste

In August, 1829, Margaret Bayard Smith visited the
Madisons at Montpelier. To the former President and his
wife Montpelier, more than any other house, was home.
Here thev spent part of nearly every year of their married
life. After James Madison's retirement from the Presidency
in 1817, Montpelier became a storehouse for the objects

collected during his long and distinguished career.

On the seventeenth of August, Mrs. Smith wrote:

The drawing-room walls are covered with pic-
tures, some verv fine, from the ancient masters,
but most of them portraits of our most distin-
zuished men, six or eight by Stewart E‘Stuar‘ﬂ .
The mantlepiece, tables in each corner and 1in
fact wherever one could be fixed, were filled
with busts, and groups of figures in plaster, so
that this apartment had more the appearance of a
museum of the arts than of a drawing-room. It
was a charminpg room, giving activity to the mind,
by the historic and classic ideas that it awakene&%

This was Madison taste, but Mrs. Smith's comments
raise a varietyv of questions. VWhat motivated the Madisons
to create a "museum of the arts?" Who chose the objects,
and the paintings, busts, and furniture--when; where, from

whom, for how much, did they acquire them?
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The substance of Madison taste is difficult to de-~
fine. It is a complex puzzle. Many pieces--documents and
objects--are still missing. It is the purpose of this

chapter to discuss the pieces that have been found.

The Madison period cuts through several styles,
from late Georgian Chippendale to early Victorian. In the
opinion of the writer, However, they purchased most of
their furnishings between 1798 and about 1830. The earlier
date marks the beginning of Madison's long-term program of
remodeling and expansion at Montpelier.2 By about 1830, -
most of his fortune was exhausted.3 Their main buying

period encompasses the Federal and Empire styles.

What about money? Before she married James
Madison, Dolley Todd wrote to her attorney, William Wilkins,
for counsel. He described Madison as "a man of genteel tho
not of large property."a Dolley Payne's family was poor.
Although her first husband, John Todd, had prospered in
his business, the Quaker attorney's estate was relatively
small.5 James and Dolley Madison were never outstandingly

rich.

By virtue of political status, the Madisons were
in a'position to set the taste of the American public at
large. It is unlikely, however, that they influenced the

taste of their immediate circle. Unlike Jefferson, Monroe,
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the Joel Barlows, the Gallatins, the Adamses, and the
John Quincy Adamses, the Madisons never went abroad.6
They had no direct experience with European fashions. They
were merely exposed to the fashions of their friends. #adi-

son taste was an effort of studied imitation.

As an enthusiastic imitator, Dolley Madison had
few rivals. She was quick to adopt the newest fashions.
During one summer at Montpelier, she wrote to her sister:

We shall stay a week or 10 davs longer--&
perhaps come back in octr. or before--I dont

care about the furniture so much now that I find

it difficult to obtain the sample of orange stripe

at 5 Shill. . . . but the J. Monroes have arrived
from rrancef] full of fine thlngs perhaps I may

get silk for furniture . . .

Dolley Ifadison's. desire for fine goods seems to
have emerpged only after her marriage to iadison, after she
left the Society of Friends. In 1805 she returned to Phil- .
adelphia to receive treatment for a tumor on her leg. Iany
friends visited her sickroom.8 On one occasion, two Quaker
acquaintances criticized iMrs. Madison's lively social life.
Shortly after the incident, she complained:

This lecture made me recollect the times

when our Society used to control me entirely and

debar me from so many advantages and pleasures,

and althousgh so entirely from their clutches, I

really felt my an01e5t terror of them revive to
disagreeable degree. '

0

Dolley HMadison was 'gn odd bird for a Quaker nest.

The shopper's impulse must have been present,but suppressed,
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during her youth. The former Quakeress was delighted with

Madison's circle, high society with high style.

Two aspects of Madison taste show imitation at
its best. The first is the choice of works of art for
Montpelier. The second is their participation in the vogue

for things French.

At an unspecified date, Dolley Madison made a list
of the oil paintings at Montpelier. and in Washington.
Tbere were fifty-five works in the inventory. (Appendix I).
The list included portraits of the first five Presidents of
the United States, thirteen religious paintings, plus mytho-
logical scenes, landscapes, portraits, sﬁill life, and genre.

Such variety indicates a well-rounded interest in the arts.

The same variety appears in the Madisons!' engrav-
ings; there were thirty-six prints in the dining room at
Montpelier. (Appendix II). More than half of these were
political pdrtraits, both foreign and domestic. In addi-

tion there were landscapes and historical scenes.

Politics was the key to the Madisons' choice of
statuary. In 1816, Madison sent an order to Paris for
busts of Washington, Jefferson, Lafayette, 3n3'Baron
Humboldt.™1 In the "Clock room" at Montpelier visitors

saw statues of John Adams, John Paul Jones, Baldwin, Barlow,
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Gallatin, Henry Clay, the famous profile bust of Madison
by Ceracchi, and the busts of the Emperor Alexander and

his Empress.12

Many of the Madisons' art quects were purchased
between 1814 and 1815 by Payne Todd, Mrs. Madison's son,
who acéompanied the Peace Commission to Ghent,13 In
addition to his pocket money expenditures, Todd drew $6500
on account from Baring Brothers, London; much of this.went

for objets d'art.lh

In acquiring these works_of art, the Madisons were
following an established pattern among the Virginia aris-
tocracy. George Washington owned a 1and§cape by Claude;
when Jefferson was in Paris, he commissioned several copies
of master paintings--among others, a Raphael, a Vouet, and
a Guido Reni.l” lnile abroad in 1815, Joseph C. Cabell
bought copies of great pictures, several busts, and no less

than 145 mar_bles.16

So common was this practice, that historian
Richard B. Davis has been able to summarize the aristo-
- cratic taste of the period:

Virginians owned some good portraits,

- and animal pictures and water colors, and
many indifferent landscapes or copies of the
great masters. They showed their best taste
in the engravings of great originals they
could not own, especially of American histori-
cal scenes and events. Their tastes were
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consonant with their view of politics and
moralitv.. . .Thouzh in later years romantic
subjects and treatments besan to appear, the
Jeffersonians usuallvy still favored the neo-
classic, with a preference for the statuesque
and commemorative.

The MHadisons fit perfectly into this scheme.

In terms of the French vogue, the Madisons' circle -
offered numerous mndels for imitation. Two of James Madi-
sons's mond friends, Jefferson and Monroe, were among the
innovators of the French taste in America. They returned
{rom France with ample supplies of furniture, recipes, and

14

objets d'art. James and Dolley Madison enthusiastically

adopted the fashion.

In acquiring French objects, the l[Madisons used a
variety of intermediaries. In the late 1790%, James ilonroe,
then in Paris, was commnissioned to send furniture to ilont-
pelier; he sent chairs, couches, and an iron bedstead which

- . . . 1 .
had originallvy stood in the Tuileries. ? Upon his return

to America, he brought mattresses,table cloths,and napkins?o

Y/nen Monroe went on his second mission to France,
#iadison purchased some of his French furnishihgs. On
iMarch 13, 1303, Madison wrote to Samuel Coleman, Monroe's
ament in Richmond:
With the enclosed from Col. PFonroe, I

have rec'd. a list of his furniture at
Richmond, from which, by an agreement between
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’

us, I am to take such articles as I may choose

Fortunately, the list survives. Most of the
articles were silver:

Dozen and half Tea Spoons

Dozen Forks

Dozen and Ten Table Spoons

Dozen great Spoons '

Soug Spoon, the other in Albermarle

e had of Hannah

and half dozen English Desert Spoons

Box for Desert in which there is

1 and half dozen spoons, and 4 Sugar
Spoons

1 and half dozen Forks

1 and half dozen Knifes

HE DWW

coffee pot

Sugar pot and Tongs

Tea pot

Tea caddee

Candlesticks

Chamber Candlesticks with Snuffers
& Extinrs.

salt spoons

Castors for the Table

Porter cups

N Nwn NOV- R

Some wine glasses and goblets &c.
3 dozen Seve [Sdvres| Porcelain Plates

6 Plated Coolers & 2 for wine glasses

a number of vorcelain figures chiefly
in alb. [Albermarlé]; . some busts in
Richmond of infr. value.

a plattau for the table in albermarle.22
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Madison bousht all the silver and china, but there
23

is some confusion about the glass and porcelain figures.
On May 24, Coleman wrote about the latter:

The glass, which vou desire may be sent
in lieu of the porcelain figures, is so
ordinary in quality and theére is so little of
it, that the expense of packing and shizping
&c. would exceed the value of it . . .2

Perhaps Madison took the porcelain figures instead.

Apparently Monroe used the money to finance his
personal expenses in Paris.25 Whatever Madison's motives

for buving these articles, he overstretched his budget and

26

.had‘to borrow a month's rent from a friend.

In 1806, James and Dolley Madi son purchased two
sets of French china. Fulwar Skipwith, a Virginian acting
as Consul in Paris, wrote to Madison on September 3,

Mr. Nast, the China HManufacturer, has
at last executed the order which I gave
him on my arrival here for your Table and
Dessert sets of China, & thev have lately
been forwarded to my Correspondents at
Nantes Messrs. Sherburne & Eakin who will
profit of the earliest safe opportunity to
convey them to you. This china in white-
ness is not much inferior to the China of
the celebrated Manufactory of Séve, & is
just 4LO% cheaper. I might have pleased
myself better in my choice among much dearer
sets of China, say at from five to eight
thousand Francs, but in no one of the IlManu-
factories could I select a Table & Dessert
set so good & so neat at the prices paid by
me for yours. You have inclosed the Invoice
amounting, with the commission of 2 pr. Ct.
to be paid my Correspondents in Philadelphia
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for receiving &. remitting, to F.3125.12.5 or
$595.37 cts. to the order og these Gentlemen
(Maclure & Robertson) . . . 7
The sets arrived in late November or early December;

28

duties and shipping charges amounted to $122.62%.

The Monroe silver and the Nast porcelain are im-
portanﬁ in several respects. The story of Madison taste is
one of conflict between extravagant taste and limited funds,
It is also the story of compromise; the Madisops were will-
ing to take elegant used silver and good "imitation

\ . . .
Sevres." They wanted the best. at bargain prices.

They did not always succeed. In the case of
lonroet's silver, Madison exceeded his budget. There are

other examples of the conflict inherent in [adison taste.

In 1816, Dollev Madison sent an order for furni-
ture to Hannah Gallatin, then in Paris. On June 2, irs.

Callatin wrote to her from New York:

I shall certainly iav dear friend attend
to the commission you have given me to make
you purchases when I arrive in Paris, we
shall have to get furniture of the .same kind
that vou want for ourselves and it shall be
dore altogether. As to the cheap part, I
fear for it seems to be well understood in
this place, that every thing is monstrous
dear in Paris--and that cheap and handsome
cannot be united, but we will promise to do
our best. '

The outcome is unknown.
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By anyone's'standards, Dolley Madison was fashion
conscious. Madison must have strained to keep up with his
wife's demands for French costumes. At any rate, she kept

friends and agents busy in the Parisian shops.

_ Mrs. Madison's attitude towards French fasions
is clear in a letter to Mrs. Joel Barlow (in Paris), in

- 1811:

As you have everything that is beautiful
and we have nothing--I will ask the favor of
you to send me by safe vessels--large head-
dresses--a few flowers, feathers, gloves and
stockings, black and white and any other pretty
thinegs suitable to an Economist, and draw upon
my husband for the amount.’VY (emphasis mine?.

William Lee, Consul at Bordeaux, played a signifi-
cant role in selecting articles for the Madisons. In June,

1808, he wrote to Madison:

« « « I have been round . . . and purchased
a number of articles for Mrs. Madison . . ..It
would give Mrs. Lee infinite pleasure if Mrs.
Madison would allow her to send out from time to
time such fancy articleglas would be thought to
please in America . . &

In 1811, Mrs. Madison sent a large commission for
clothes. Lee washard-pressed to fill the order with haste;
.the First Lady was impatient to receive the goods.32 In
an attempt to bacify her, Clara Baldwin wrote from Paris:
I am sure you will be pleased with Lee's
purchases, we think them chosen with a great

deal of taste and judgement--never a poor
fellow worked harder or took more pains to
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endeavor to give satisfaction. He has dcne
nothing else this two months but waddle rougg
Paris & cutt from the magazines of fashion.
When the clothes arrived, Dolley Madison was
pleased, although the turbans were too small.Bh The
duties .alone amounted to two thousand dollars; Madison must

have balked, because his wife was moved to complain," I am

afraid that I never shall send for anything more."35

It was only a temporary setback. By 1812, Mrs.
Barlow was volunteering to buy high style “embroideries."36
In 1813, Lee sent more clothes.>’/ 1In 1815, Lee sent some
spifal French lamps, and, in a letter to Madison, expressed
fear that "the Trifles . . . occasionally sent to Mrs.

Madison . . . may not all have arrived safe."38

In some instances, Dollev [adison's turbans came
wrapped up in politics. In 1811, David Warden wrote to
the First Lady for help in getting the appointment as
Consul at Parisj; accompanying the request were an engraving
of Napoleon and some specimens of Paris porcelains.39
Apparently, Mrs. Madison was pleased with thesé French
"gifts. At any rate, on March 12, Varden acknowledged the
appo?ntment; four days later, he again wrote to the First
Lady:

On my arrival here ‘[l\’-ewporﬂ I received

your favor, of the 8th. Inst. with the en-
closures. I will have great pleasure in pur-
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chasing and sending you the articles of which I
received the list.zo

The grateful Warden must have filled her order with consid-

erable care.

The lMadisons' "museum of tﬂe arts" was not the
casual expression of the taste of an opulent planter. The
classical, elegant atmosphere at Montpelier was skillfully
created through a careful compromise between extravagance

and practicality.

Ingenuity is a major theme in the story of HMadison
taste. ‘/hen Dolleyv Madison moved into the White House in
1809, she began a task that challanged néarly every aspect
of this talent. In 1817, she finished her task, and “eft an
imprint which no other President's wife has ever made" in

' L1
the history of Vhite House taste.
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Chapter II: The Pre-Fire White House, 1809-1814

Washington Society

On Saturday, March 11, 1809,‘Mrs. William Thornton
recorded in her diary: "Mr. and Mrs. M[adison] went to the
Great House."1 One of the most brilliant phases of Wash-
ington society had begun. Dolley ﬁadison was the first
woman since Abigail Adams to reside continuously in the

President's House.2 She made some changes.

During his eight vears in officé, Thomas Jefferson
pﬁrsued a course of studied informalitv. Summarizing
Jefferson's approach to entertaining, John Adams remarked:

I held levees once a week.that all nmy

time might not be wasted by idle visits.

Jefferson's whole eight years was a levee.3

The Madison administration witnessed a swing to-
wards the more formal etiquette of the davs of Washington
and Adams. BEvery Wednesday eveninz, HMrs. HMadison held a

. drawing room. It was not difficult to gain admission to
these "levees" and in this respect, Jefferson's liberal

poliéy towards visitors was partially continued.

25
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To better understand Madison etiquette, one might
turn to Washington Irving. In 1811, the author attended
one of Mrs. Madison's drawing rooms. His famous "'levee"”

account bears repeating:

« « « 1 arrived at the Inn about dusk; and,

~understanding that Mrs. Madison was to have her
levee or drawing room that very evening, I swore
by all the gods I would be there. But how? was
the question. I had got away down into Georgetown,
and the persons to whom my letters of introduction
were directed lived all upon Capitol Hill, about
three miles off, while the President's house was
exactly half way. Here was a non-plus enough to
startle any man of less enterprising spirit; but
I had sworn to be there, and I determined to keep
my oath, and like Caleb Quotem, to 'have a place
at the Review.' So I mounted with a stout heart
to my roomj resolved to put on my pease blossoms
and silk stockings; gird up my loinsj; sally forth
on my expedition; and like a vagabond knight
errant, trust to Providence for success and whole
bones. Just as I descended from my attic cham-
ber, full of this valorous spirit, I was met by

. my landlord, with whom, and the head waiter, by-
the-bye, I had held a private cabinet councel on
the subject. Bully Rook informed me that there
was a partv of gentlemen just going from the
house, one of whom, Mr. Fontaine Maury of New
York, had offered his services to introduce me
to 'the Sublime Porte! . . . In a few minutes I
emerged from dirt and darkness into the blazing
splendor of Mrs. Madison's drawing-room. Here I
was most graciously received; found a crowded
collection of great and little men, of ugly old
women and beautiful young ones, and in ten min-
utes was hand and glgve with half the people in
the assemblage « « .-

Most contemporary accounts agree with Irving's ap-
praiéal of the "blazing splendor" of the drawing room, but,
politics is politics. If Madison was a Republican, then

Mrs. Madison's drawing room was, by extention, a Repub-
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ican drawing room. In the eyes of the Federalist opposi-

tion, it was a logical target for attack.

An excellent example of such criticism appears in
two letters from Harrison Gray Otis, a staunch Federalist,
to his wife. During a visit to Washington, he wrote:

« « « I could not go to the drawing room, a
circumstance which I do not regret, as I believe
it resembles an assembly composed pell mell of
the contents of forty stage coacheg than any
other Congregation of bipeds . . .«

His attack on Madison etiquette soon expands into a general
condemnation of Washington society:

« « o« If all the houses were concentrated,
the place would wear the semblance of a city and
possess its conforts. If all the genteel people
who lite here permanently or temporarilyv were
united into a social mass, there would be enough
of them to give some coloring of taste and
fashion and decorum to the motley throng which
now fill drawing rooms and levees, or at least
sufficient to hide the grossness of the vulgarit¥
which now predominates over all the assemblages.
Criticism is one thing; action, quite another.

Apparently, members of both parties mingled regularly at
the drawing room.8 Otis!' letters confirm the success of
Mrs. iladison's weekly gatherings: the "contents of forty
stage coaches," the "motley throng," represent--in simple
mathematics--crowds. In terms of both the social impact
and the importance of the drawing room, it matters little
that Harrison Gray Otis did not approve of Mrs. Madison's

guests. It is significant, however, that a considerable
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number of people--from diverse geographic locations--ap-

peared at the President's House for these receptions.

Once inside the "Sublime Porte,"™ these visitors
met the President and his First Lady. They socialized;
and, save in cases of extreme insensitivity, they took
note of the furnishings ih the reception rooms. Then, as
now, visitors to the White House were generally curious to

see ‘'how the President lived.

Simple curiosity and the Madisons' liberal eti-
quette do not fullv explain the popularity of Dolley lladi-
son's drawing room. Other drawing room boycotts are not
unknown in the history of the Vhite House.? iirs. ldadison
nad many social talents; she gave good parties. Further-
more, in the second decade of Washington society, enter-

tainments in the Federal City were still at a premium.

The charm, tact, and gracious hospitality of "Queen

10 They require no further elabora-

Doiley" are legendary.
tion, but few scholars have stressed the problems that con-

fronted the First Lady at her weekly drawing rooms.

Sir Augustus John Foster offers some clues. The
aristocratic Foster was British KMinister from 1811 until
1812. In his memoirs, he complained about the difficulties

involved in giving parties in Washington:
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. « o especially as there were several hot-
headed Irishmen in Congress who would have de-

sired no better sport than to shoot at Randolph

or any other leading member of the opposition.ll

If the inhabitants were difficult to control, the
city itself provided few comforts. At the end of the Madi-
son administration, one English traveler offered a grim
report:

The increase of the federal city cannot be
rapid. Here is fine natural scenery, but-no
decidedly great natural advantages; little ex-
ternal commerce, a barren soil, a scanty popu-
lation . . . and no direct means of communica-
tion with the Western country.l?

Earlier, the general attitude was worse. In 1805, Latrobe
called Washington a "wretched and desolate place."13 By
that date, the speculation craze had already produced a
quantity of tumbling buildings in the Capi’col.lLP Minis-
ters and members of Congress often had trouble finding

1odgings.15

In 1809, the city of Washington was only 19 years
old. It had been carved out of a wooded swamp, and could
hardly offer the rich cultural advantages of such vintage

~cities as Philadelphia, New York, or Boston. Albert
Gallatin so disliked the Federal City that he even ques-
tioned the infallibility of George Vashington; according
to one reporter:

Mr. Gallatin thought the only instance of
defective judgement in him [George Washington

-
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was his fixing the site oflghe capital of the

United States where it is.

In 1809. the President's House was one of the few
elegant buildings in Washington. Small wonder that Con-
gressmen and visitors looked to the Madisons for amusement,
Jjust as they had looked to Jefferson earlier. According to
Foster, Jefferson had the entire legislative body depend-
ent upon him for amusement,

his house and those of the Ministers

being in fact almost necessary to theT
unless they chose to live like bears. 7

White House Furnishings

During the Madisons'! pre-f{ire périod, Congress
appropriated $20,000 for the furniture fund. Margaret
Klapthor's discussion of the purchases made during the
agency of Benjamin Latrobe accounts for $12,669.31 of the

total $20,000.%8

Two more accounts--one belonging to
Latrobe——amqhg the Miscellaneous Treasury Accounts, list
additional expenditures totalling $63h7.32.19 Therefore,
prior to the fire, the Hadisons spent $19,016.63 for White
House furnishings. It is the purpose of this chapter to

' summarize Mrs. Klapthort's findings. and offer a discussion

of tbe other accounts.
When the Madisons moved_iﬁto the Executive Man-

sion, they did not find an empty house. The building con-

tained a substantial amount of furniture collected during

-
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the administrations of Washington, Adams, and Jefferson.
Two surviving White House inventories offer valuable in-
sights into both the quantity and quality of these furnish-
ings. ;The first is a list of govefnment furnishings.
compiled shortly before John Adams left office in.March,
1301. {Appendix III). The secondAis an inventory taken

by Thomas Jefferson in 1809. (Appendix IV).

When Dolleyv Madison surveyed the contents of her
new home, she must have rejoiced that it would not be her
responsibility to furnish the entire house. In light of
the decision to re-institute weekly drawing rooms, the
appearance of the reception rooms must haﬁe caused her

some alarm.

According to Jefferson's inventory, the Presi-
dent's drawing room (now the Blue Room), and the small
dining room (the Green Room), sported chintz curtains.
Apparently, Jefferson had devoted most of his energies.
and funds, to making the house "structurally habitable."20

Therefore, during his eight years in office, architecture,

‘not interior decoration, was his chief concern.

There is evidence to support this notion. In

1804, the poet Thomas Moore visited Jefferson at the White

House. He reported:
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The President's House, a very noble
structure, is by no means suited to the philo-
sophical humility of its present possessor,
who inhabits but a corner of the mansion him-
self, and abandons the rest to a state of
uncleanly desolation, which those who are ngi
philosophers cannot look at without regret.
Dolley Madison was not a philosopher. During

her first year in the President's House, she and Benjamin

Latrobe redecorated two of the public reception rooms.

The first was the President's Sitting Room, now
the Red Room.  Known then as Mrs. Madison's parlor, this
room was the setting, on May 31, 1809, for the first
Wednesdéy night drawing room.22 The secbnd was the
oval Drawing Room (now the Blue Room), opened to the

public on New Year's Day, 1810.23

In selecting furniture for the White House,
Latrobe turned to the markets in Philadelphia, New York,
Baltimore, and Georgetown-Alexandria. On May 29, 1809,

he submitted an account of miscellaneous expenditures:
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. D
Sum paid him on account by Warrent 45,000

To this
on the Treasurv
Per Contra Cr,
By this sum pd. Louis Deblois for two
iiirrors and expenses 1,060
By do. . « do.. . to settle small accts. 550
Ilem: This sum has been nearly expended
for articles of household use and repairs,
and is to be accounted for by Mr. Deblois.
By do. . . do.. . Louis Mark of New Tork
* for Table Linnen and Looking Glass,
on acct. 1,225
By do.. . do.. . Paul F. Brown for China 556.15
Bv do.. . do«. . Charles Bird for knives,
forks, bottlestands, %Waiters, Andirons,
etc. 220.90
Bv do«. . John Cox for sundries
(remittance to Peter Harvie, Pa.) 8L0.70
By do.. . George Blake for Guitar 28.00
By do.. . Andrew Hazelhurst for a Piano-
forte 4,58.00
B:r commission at 2 per cent 2k 100.00
$5,036.75

It is remarkable that Latrobe managed to redecor-

ate irs. Madison's parlor in only two months. Activity

in the ¥hite House must have been frantic. The room was

decorated in the fashicnable Sheraton style:

The curtains in the room were made of sun-
Flower vellow damask with a valance of swags
and draperies topping each window. This valance
continued all around the top of the room, the
stiff flestoons looping up to a pole placed near
the ceiling line. The fringe with which all
the draperies and valances were trimmed . . .
was made of long and short drops, silk over
bits of wood. . .

In front of the fireplace, 'on a fireboard'
beneath the mantle the same yellow damask was
arranged in a fluted pattern known as a 'rising
sun.' The furniture of the room was upholstered
in brisht vellow satin, the high-backed sofas
and stiff chairs were elegant with no pretense
of comfort. The room's furnishings were com-
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pleted with a new carpet, a few pier tables

~and card tab%gs, plus a pianoforte and a fine

guitar . . .

It was the oval drawing room that received the
most lavish treatment. Latrobe designed both the archi-
tectural features and the furniture.26 Here his inspira-
tion was not the late neo-classicism of Sheraton, but the

Greek style of Thomas Hope.27

Latrobe sent designs for klismos chairs. and
Grecian sofas and settees, to the Baltimore shop of John
and Hugh Finlay, who made and painted the furniture for
$1111.28 Red velvet curtains and upholstery were made by

John Rea of Philadelphia.?? The large looking glass de-

signed for the space above the mantel was broken en route
from New York; it was replaced by two smaller ones, cost-

ing $1060.2°

A Brussels carpet (cost, $464.75), and a dozen
patent lamps in a "mixture of Egyptian, Grecian, and Bir-
mingham taste," completed the decor.31 A diorama in the
First Ladies Hall at the Smithsonian Institution shows

_ the room as it must have looked. The effect was decidedly
archaeological, intended to evoke the ideal of antiquity.
It was a fitting design for the most important house in

the "second Rome."
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The parlor and the drawing room were the only rooms
completely redecorated during the 1809-1811 period, but con-
siderable sums were spent to repair or feplace articles

left in the house by earlier administrations.

In October, 1810, the Madisons sold some of the
old White House furnishings at public auction. (Appendix
V). The sale brought $447.88 for the furniture i‘und.32
Recalling the large number of articles in Jefferson's in-

ventory, it was a trifling sale.

In the fall of 1809, Dolley Madison decided that
the White House silver needed refurbishing. As was the
custom, new pieces were fashioned from’old ones. Between
October, 1809, and February, 1810, George W. Riggs, a

Georgetown silversmith, supplied and repaired the plate:

1809
Oct. 8 Repairing 2 Tea Pots some
time past ‘ .50
Gadroon Border 1.00
Handle 2.00
85.50
to Punching up & Burnishing
1 doz. tea spoons 1.00
Burnishing and repairing 2 -
Sugar dishes 2.00
Repairing & polishing 2 dishes
with covers 1.50
Repairing Silver Can with Silver
piece. .75
do. . « Candlestick .50
" large plated urn with silver
piece and putting on .50
handle 1.00
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Repairing & Soddering large Plated urn 2.50
Silver foot to Waiter 1.50-
Taking out bottoms and sundry repairs

to 2 large waiters 2.50
itepairing and Sodering edges of 2 Dishes

with tops 2.50

Nov. 28 :
1 doz. Silver tea spoons very strorg7 oz. 12.50

to mending Silver Ink stand

and adding silver 2.00
Dec.. :
Cleaning & polishing clock 8.00
1 Small Ladle returned 10 oz. 15 dwt. 1.00
1810
Feb. :
2 Silver Cream Pots 17 oz. 15 @ $3 54.25
2 Sugar Dishes L1 11 @ $3 124 .65
$304.23
1509--Cr.—-- 119.--
$185.23

Oct 10 By Sunigy 0ld Silyer ' 33
502, 17 dwt. @ 1.13...119.00-

The bill from George Riggs is important in several
respects. First, it suggests the fate of some Vhite House
silver: it was returned to the melting pot. Secondly,
it illustrates the role of "general upkeep" in depleting

the White House budret.

THe story of Madison V/hite House furnishings is
not simplyv the story of red velvet curtains and Finlay
chairs. It is also the story of chamber poﬁé, sheets and
towels, and scrub brushes. There is something mundare
about a scrub brush. The fact remains, however, that
these, and other equally comion articles consumed a sub-

stantial portion of the furniture fund.
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Consider the kitchen. Under the Madison adminis-
tration, John Achmann acted as presidential coppersmith.
During Latrobe's agency alone, he charged $173.704--this
sum was spent for repairs to candlesticks and pots, as
well as making and tinning stew pans and other kitchen

34

equipmént.

Lewis Deblois acted as Latrobe's assistant, of
sorts, between 1309 and 1811. Dealing with several mer-
chants} he supplied an amazing variety of articles for
the President's House. One bill for $80.78 included: a
$15.00 carpet for the President's cabinet, a chess set,

35

brooms, chamber pots, dimity for bed covers, and nails.

Apparently, the supply of china and glass was in-
adequate for the stream of company that came to the White
House. During the fall and winter of 1810-1811, Latrobe
purchased some inexpensive articles from the merchant

John Thompson:

1810
Nov. 5
5 Chamber pots .67
2 basons & Lwers l.25
Dec. 5 .
' 2 doz. China dinner plates 10.00
2.doz. do....breakfast doeeoe. 7.00
2 doz. d0....dessert doees. 6.00
11 do....dishes '
6/$3  3/$3% 2/$L 36.50
1 doz. tumblers - L.623
Box and drayage «50 64.623
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Dec. 7

3 large tea paqts red 2.25

1 doz. pewt [er] bowls .75
1811
Jan.16

1 doz. tumblers L .62

1l doz. wine glasses 3.50

11 doz. lemonade cans 6.75 14.87%
Feb. 8

1 doz. China soup plates 5.00

3 doz. do...Jflat do.... 15.00
Feb. 11

2 doz. Liverpnol china plates 5.00

2 doz. white dOeees 1.50
Feb. 23 : '

2 doz. large china do.... 10.00

L4 doz. China breakfast 14 .00
Feb. 23

2 dnz. liverpool China plates

returned 5.00 6
$7129.92 5

Latrobe bought two dozen punch tumblers f{rom the
shop of A. L. Joncherez, a successful Georgetown merchant.37
John Cox supplied chintz toe cover furniture, and large

38

quantities of linen for sheets and pillowcases. Finally,
David Kennedy of Philadelphia charged $75.00 to re-gild a
pier table that stood in the antichamber to the drawing

39

roon.

In 1812 the Treasury did not appropriate any
moner for the President'!s furniture fund. However, three
varrants, totalling $6000, were issued between August,
1513, and February, Slu.uo Lewis Deblois replaced
Latrohe as agent. Although the Treasury had not appro-

priated monev in 1812, Dollev Madison had continued to
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purchase articles for the White House. Vhen Deblois

took over the agency, there were several bills to be paid.
Deblois spent $u783.89.h1 Most of this amount went to-
wards general upkeep--replacing china and glass, mending
furniture, replacing kitchen equipment, etc. He patron-

ized tHe local market.

Dolley Madison ordered very little standing furni-
ture. In January, 1814, William Worthington, one of the
areats leading cabinetmakers, was commissioned to make a
pair of firescreens, costing .‘3310.00.1*2 During the sane
month, the merchant Thomas C. IMcKenney supblied two dress-

ing glasses for $10.00, and $9.00, r‘eSpe'c‘c,ively.L’3

In the fall and winter of 1813-1814, Dolley Madi-
son gave several commissions to Charles Burnett, the 1
well-known Alexandria silversmith. His bill mentioned:

Oct. 27th. 1813

“to 1 set punch strainers $ 6.00
to 1 pair of plated Chamber
Canl. Sticks 14.00
Novr. 2
‘to 1 plated wine funnel 3.50
- . to 1 Large fluted Tea pot 70.50
3rd.
to Mending Coffee pot «50
March 15
: to 1 Silver nut meg grater : 3.50
$98.00 **
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1

Also in March, 1814, Thomas W. Pairo supplied

two dozen pewter plates for ¢l .SO.L'5 During Deblois!

agency, John Achmann continued as Presidential copper- .

smith, charging $16€..,6 far utensils and repairs."’6

It was not until the fall of 1813 that the Madi-
sons made any major chanmes in the state dining room.

Apparently, furnishinss leflt over from Jefferson's admin-
2 >

.

istration were used there. In the summer of 1813, young
BElbridge Gerry, son of the Vice-President, made a visit
to the White House. 1In nris diary, he recorded his re-
action to the diring room:

Tre correr is the dining room and 1s very
spacious, and twice the heizht of modern par-
lours and 3 times as large. 7This is finished
in the inst elegant manner and the furniture
is so larsze, that Mrs. Cutts says, the side-
coard would cover the whole side of a large
rarlour. At the nead of the room, General
Washington is represented as large as life. 7

-

In November, 1513, Thomas V. Pairo delivered

L&

(=
\n
-

yards of carpeting--at $2.00 per vard--for $302.00.
This carpet was placed in the dining room. During the
same month, the uphnolsterer Lewis Labille charged

$12.50 for

cutting out a carpet Ior the dining roomn,
attending to the making of 1it, laying

the same tack &c. $10.00,
1 piece of twild. binding 2.50¢
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The accounts relating to the President's Sitting
loom are even more confusing. Now the Green Room, it had
been the small dining room during Jefferson's administra-
tion. Obviously, Dolley Madison furnished this room with
articles borrowed from other parts of the house. When
Elbridge Gerry made his tour through the White House in
1813, he noted that

Next to the drawing room is the Presi-
dent's sitting-room, which has no communica-
tion with the former and opens to the hall.

This corresponds to Mrs. Madiaon's parlour,

and is handsomely furnished.”’

The only clues to the appearance of this room
come Ifrom the accounts of the upholsterer Lewis Labille.
In September, 1810, he submitted a bill for $15.00 for:

Taking Down the Curtains-of the Sitting Room,

Takingz of the Trimming & Lining, Washing and

Bleaching the said curtains, Putting on the 51

Trimming and Lining and Hanging the Same. . .
Perhaps these curtains were left over from Jefferson's ad-

ministration. Whatever the case, thev must have been made

of a relatively inexpensive, durable material.

In April, 1813, the President's Sitting Room re-
ceived a new look. Once again, Labille was called upon to

do the work. His bill mentioned:
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Setting Room:

taking down the Curtains. Cutting out
the silk for the trimming and Lining.
making the small draperies and putting

up the curtains 10.00

8 yds. furniture binding 50
cutting out a baize carpet

laying the same tack &c. 6.00

3 pieces Bucking baize 69 yds. at

$1.40 96.00
Carriage for the same 1.00
Expenses for going to Alexandria 2.00 52

The writer is at a loss to explain this bill. The
Treasury accounts do not mention any purchases of drapery
materials--silk or otherwise--that could have been used
for these curtains. Perhaps Labille made these curtains
from pieces of draperies left over from an earlier admin-

istration.

In terms of china and glass-lirs. Madison's lavish
hospitality is reflected in the large amount that was
spent for these articles during Deblois' agency. The net
exbense to the furniture fund was approximately $975.95%,

the largest amount spent on any type of household articles.

Deblois purchased in a piecemeal fashion. He
" bought china plates and glass tumblers by the dozen, not
from one or two merchants, but from several. Some articles

were expensive, others cheap.

In 1811 the Madisons spent $166.30 at the shop of
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Charles Moxley. In addition to $3.60 for milk pots, his

bill mentioned:

April 15
6 China Dishes @ 21$ 15.00
May 13
L large china Baking Dishes @ 2%? 10.00
2 China Sallad Bowles 33 6.00
2 Ditto Sauce Tureens 3§ 6.00
2 Ditto Sauce boats 11/3 3.00
Oct. 28
2 doz.cut wine glasses @ 49 8.00
1 pare cut Decanters 5.00
1 doz. cut tumblers 6.00
Nov. 4
2 " v yine glasses @ 43 8.00
% doz. china custard cups & covers  3.00
I, China Dishes @ 3? 12.00
4L Ditto Ditto 2%33 10.00
L Ditto Ditto 29 8.00
2 doz. large china plates 5% 10.00
2 Smaller Ditto Ditto h; 8.00
2 Ditto Ditto Ditto 348 7.00
2 doz. edged Dinner plates @ 1 1/3  3.00
1 v c.c. qt. Bowls @ 1 1/3 0.75
1 " End. pint Ditto 1 1/3 0.75
2 blue chambers . . . 1.75
L, white Ditto . . . 1.50
2 doz. best cut tumblers 6% 12.00
1 pare " " qt. Decanters 6.00
1 large Blue printed Teapot 1.50
1l Ditto red Ditto 0.50
6 milk crocks 1.50

pd. cartage 0.7
§ 6630 53

Less than a year later, Deblois returned to Moxley
for $63.75 worth of inexpensive china and glass-while he
paid $45.00 for china plates of various.sizes, a set of
tea cups cost only $.50.°% Also in 1812, John Thompson
supplied cheap china and glass-a '"tea set, china," cost-

ing only $l7.50.55
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In early November, 1813, the Madisons! stoék of
better ceramics and glass must have hit a low note. Dur-
ing that month, the shop of Woodward & Hooke delivered
goods worth $266.37%. The bill listed:

Nov. 3

51 China Dishes... [Various sizeg] 178.00
2 Doz. Large plates china 10.00
3 Doz.B.& K plates china 12.00
2 Doz. small plates china 7.50
L, Sauce Boats, stands 8.00
12 Blue & Green E. Dishes

L] 1" " 1] " 17. 87‘%3
1 Doz. B. Co plates 3.00
3 Doz. cut & E. wine Glasses 13.50
1 Doz. tumblers Best English Glass 6.00
to Amt. of Thomas Robertson's bill 10.00

Dravage 3566Lg7156
e Jl2

The most elegant china and glass were bought at
auction. It is significant that this purchase was also
made in November, 1813. On November 26, Deblois spent

$272.97 for
1 Sett of blue and white dining china 230.00

2 doz. blue and white dessert plates 5.00
33 tumblers 7.80 30 smaller ditto
L .80/100 12.60
2% doz. wine glasses @ 7.25 18.12
6 glass salts 4.25/100 11 claret
Glasses 3% . 7.2557
$272.97

Obviously, this set of blue and white china was
meant to supplement the state service supplied by Paul S.
Brown in 1809. Unfortunately, there is no record of the

appearance of the earlier set. It might be presumptuous
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to suggest that the two services were easilv coordinated.

In July, 1814, Deblois went to another auction,
paring $20.00 for "20 elegant beer goblets."58 The only
otner "good" articles purchased that year were "1 set of
EZlegant water goblets, $20.00," from the shop of Samuel

Cox.sg'

A variety of designs must have appeared on rirs.
riadison's table during the course of an evening. Il pat-
terns clashed, no one seens to have noticed. Iiirs. Seaton,

wife of one founder of the Natioral Intelligencer, dined

at the ‘hite House in 18123 her main concern was the food:

The dinner was certainly very fine; but
still I was rather surprised, as it did not
surpnass some that I have eaten in Carolina.
There were many Irench dishes, and exquisite
wines, I presume, by the praises bestowed on
them; . . . Comment on the quality of the wine
scems to form the chiefl topic after the re-
moval of the cloth, and during the dessert,
at which, by the way, no pastry is countenanced.
Ice-creams, maccaroons, preserves and various
cakes are placed on the table, which are re-
moved for almonds,_ggisens, pecan-nuts,
apples, pears, etc.

The dining room table was covered with some fine
cloths during the ladisons' vears in the Vhite House. In
addition to the cloths ordered from New York by Latrobe in
1509, Deblois made some purchases. In February, 1813, he
bought three damask cloths, and one dozen matching napkins

61

for $132.00; in July, another dozen napkins for $40.00.
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In late December, 1813, the Madisons installed a
"Pettibone Stove" in the Executive Mansion. The appear-
ance of this invention--if it was an invention--remains
unknown. At any rate, the installation cost $165.51, and
required 2040 bricks.62 Shortly thereafter, the White House
sent an’ order to Baltimore for "1 large tin bathing tub

painted sreen . . . $30.OO".63

The Treasury accounts raise interesting ques-
tions about Madison taste. First, bills for French fur-
nishings are entirely absent. Yet the Madisons' Master of
Cerenonies was French. Dolley Madison served French food
to her guests. ©She wore French costumes at her weekly
drawing rooms. Indeed, the drawing room was an informal
version of the French salon. In light of this Gallic
atmosphere, one expects to find a bill for a few chairs,

a pier table, or some French lamps.

There is a logical explanation for this enigma--
money and politics. .French furniture was expensive. The
War of 1812 was imminent. The purchase of French furni-
“ture was not likelv to boost the morale of infant American
manufactures. Finally, consider the attitude of the
American public. When it comes to heavy expenditures for
seemingly superflﬁous items, the voters usually speak

their minds.
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When the Englishman Henry Fearon visited the
Federal City in 1817, President Monroe was buying French
furniture for the White House. TFearon must have heard the
current gossip:

The Americans, however, are not content with

the productions of their own country . . . and

so anxious is even the President himself for

'foreign ornament,' that he has imported chairs

at one hundred dollars each, though the cabinet-

makers of Baltimore would have equalled, and I

believe surpassed them in egiry particular, at

the price of sixty dollars.

At his inauguration, James Madison wore a suit
of American manufacture.65 It was worn as a gesture of
good faith in the future of native industries. That Dolley
Madison dressed and served meals in the French taste was
one thing; but the President paid for it. In terms of the

public funds, the Madisons' "buy American" policy was both

economically wise, and politically safe.

IfADolley Madison was unable to buy French furni-
ture, she did mamge to bring the archaeological atmosphere
of Montpelier to the Executive Mansion. Like the drawing
room at Montpelier, the oval drawing room at the White

" House was designed to give "activity to the mind, by the
historic and classic ideas that it awakened." Apparently,
the ﬁadisons did not object to Latrobe's use of the English
Regency designs of his native coﬁntry, rather than those

of the French Empire. He achieved the antique, "museum"
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atmosphere that they desired.

Unfortunately, nothing is known of the Madisons'
use of personal furnishings in the White House. The facts
indicate that they had little need for theif private
possessions. In the first place, the house had furnish-
ings in twenty-three rooms when they arrived. In the
second place, the Madisons did not live in the White House
throughout the year. During James Madison's eight years:
in office, he was awayv from the Executive Mansion a total
of 637 days.é6 Most of these absences were spent at
llontpelier during the summer months. This "summer White
House" must have been well-stocked with furniture. What-
ever private furnishings were used in the Executive Man-
sion, they--along with all the public furniture, china,
and the dozens of tumblers.and wine glasses--were de-

——ae

stroved in the 181l fire.
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Chapter II1I: The Post-Fire White House, 1814-1817
The Fire

On the evening of August 24, 181L, British forces
burned the White House. At that time, nearly every article
accumulated during four Presidential administrations went
up in smoke. In order to understand the Madisons' post-
fire White House purchases, a discussion of the effects of

the fire is essential.

In the first place, Dolley Madison had been poorly
advised regarding the imminent danger of British invasion;
she was unprepared for the attack. Madison's valet re-
ported that, on the morning of the fire, "General Armstrong

assured Mrs. Madison there was no danger."l

Therefore, it is not surprising that the First Lady
did not have time to pack heavy furniture, fragile china;
and glass. Instead, on August 23 she wisely filled one
carriage with cabinet papers.2

.

At about three o'clock on the afternoon of the
twenty-fourth, she received word to evacuate the house. On

that day she procured another wagon, and filled it with

5k
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3 After placing General Washing-

White House furnishings.
ton's portrait in the hands of Jacob Barker and Robert

DePeyster of New York, she left the house.lP

The question remains: what furnishings went into
that wagon? Forﬁunately, Dolley Madison provided the answer
in a letter to Mrs. Benjamin Latrobe on December 3, 181L:

Two hours before the enemy entered the city,

I left the house where Mr. Latrobe's elegant

taste had been so justly admired . . . and on

that very day, I sent out the silver (nearly all)--

the velvet curtains and Gen. Washington's pic-
ture, the cabinet papers, a few books, and the
small clock--left everything else belonging to
the publick, our own valuable stores of every
description, a part of my clothes, and all my
servants' clothes . . .? (emphasis hers)

History will always wonder why Mrs. Madison chose to save

the red velvet drawing room curtains. They took up a con-

siderable amount of valuable space in the wagon.

When the British marched to the White House, they
were bent on destroying not only the house itself, but all
the articles associated with the dignity of the Presidential

office.6 They accomplished their task.

The Post-Fire VWhite House

Between September, 1814, and March, 1817, there
were two official Lxecutive Mansions. The "White House" .
proper was not re-occupied until 1817--in September of

that year, President Monrce moved into the building; in
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January, 1818, he held his first public r‘eception.7 In
discussing the domestic aspects of the Madison administra-
tion, most scholars have neglected or ignored the post-
fire per‘iod.8 But, during the two and one half years fol-
lowing the fire, Dolleyvy Madison's drawing room continued
to be the city's chief social attraction. Visitors
flocked to the President's House. It is the purpose of
this chapter to discuss the furnishings they saw in the

temporary residences.

On September 8, 181k, the Madisons moved into the
Octagon House, the residence of Colonel John Tayloe of
Virginia. Located on the corner of New York Avenue and
18th. Street, the house waé designed and built by Dr.

William Thornton between 1798 and 1800.9

By moving into the Octagon, the Madisons made a
virtue of necessity. Tayloe enjoved an annual income of
about $75,000, three times the salary of the President of
the United States.lo He was a wealthy man. The house was
already famous for its architectural quality; the furnish-

ings were no less outstanding.ll

Traditionally, scholars have assumed that the
Madisons occupied the Octagon for about a year, until the
fall of 1815.12 Two receipts among the Treasury accounts

provide the exact dates of residence. The first is a re-
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ceipt from Colonel Tayloe for "$800. Rent from Sept. 181k
to Mar. 1815--6 mos."13 The second is a bill and recelipt
from Peter Ham, owner of the corner house at the Seven
Buildings:

1815. For six months rent of my house com-
mencineg the Lth. of March 1815 and ending Lth.
‘September fol%owing at the rate of 500 Dollars
pr. an. $250.14

The Madisons lived in the Octagon only until early March,

1815.

These receipts are significant in other respects.
Note the difference in rates. Rent at the Octagon was
approximately 697% higher than the rate for the Seven Build-
ings. In terms. of architecture along, thé Seven Euildings
house and the Octagon were hardly comparable, but, part of

the $800 must have gone towards rent of Tayloe's furniture.

There is ample evidence to support this assumption.
First, the furniture fund spent very little money during‘
the Octagon beriod; the Madisons bought no standing furni-
ture. Indeed, the largest single expense was $1.L0.00;
shortly after the fire, the Madisons went to the shop of
merchant Thomas McKenney, and'ﬁurchased a table cloth

($50.00), and a set of knives and forks ($90.00).%°
’

The other expenditures were trifling. DBetween
September 14, and December 18, A. L. Joncherez supplied

some china--2 dishes and six plates ($4.25), three chambers
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and a basket (84.37%), four dozen china tea cups and
saucers ($20.00), and four dozen china coffeec cups and

16 The Madisons purchased a small

saucers ($28.00).
amount of lamp glass,17 and Thomas Rigdon charged $26.39
to repair a clock.18 Perhaps this was the clock rescued

from the fire.

Between March and December, 1815, the Treasury
issued three warrants, totalling $7577.50, for the Presi-
dent's furniture fund.:? George Boyd was appointed
agent. Money for rent and repairs was taken from a sep-

O Payne Todd, Dolley Madison's

arate warrant for $3550.OO.2
son, was given control of this account. During the post-
fire period, $1550.00 was spent on repairs; a small por-
tion of this amount was used to clean the well, repair

the kitchen fireplace, etc., at the Octagon.21 The rest

was spent at the Seven Buildings.

The corner house at the Seven Buildings, Pennsyl-
vania Avenue and 19th. Street N.W., was the product of the
building craze during'the early vears of the Federal
Cit:}.22 According to Eberlein and Hubbard,

« « « Genera’ Walter Stewart and Major
Moore started the 'Seven Buildings' . . .; the
- Morris and Nicholson syndicate then took up
and, it seems, completed the job. As there is
no available evidence to the contrary, William
Lovering was presumably the architect . . . 2
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Prior to the Madisons' occupancy, the house was
used by such notables as John Marshall, French Minister
Louis Turreau, British Minister Sir Augustus John Foster,

2L

and Vice President Elbridge Gerry.

Unfortunately, there is no information about the
interiof arrangements of the house. Before its destruc-
tion in 1957, it was used as a cut-rate drug store.25
There is some indication tﬁat the reception rooms were on
the second floor; according to tradition, this was the
location of the drawing room, where Mrs. Madison received

26

guests beneath a chandelier suspended by a chain.

Whatever its interior arrangementé, the house was
repaired and partially redecorated during the summer of
1815. Boyd, drawing from Payne Todd's account for rent

and repairs, spent $537.93 2/3 refurbishing the building.27

Todd spent the remainder.28

The drawing room and passage received new wall-

paper. In May, 1815, Andrew Coyle charged $37.05 for

20 pieces of paper @ 1$ - 20.00

13 ditto ditto @ 1.25 16.25

1 piece ditto T .80
$737.0527

Lewis Labille, the upholsterer, was again called in to work
for the President. In April, 1815, he submitted a bill

for
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Putting up 20 pieces of paper in 12.00

passanme :
Ditto 12 pieces in drawing room 7.20
putting up borders 1.50
Taking down old paper in passage

and drawing room 2.50
Cash for carriage of paper from

Coyle's store 25
18 iron hooks for window board 2.25
cash pd. for altering said board .75

‘mending and patching the paper of the
two houses [Octagon and Seven

Buildingg] 5.00
a proportion of the 14} days work
and attendance 19.12%

750,478

Isaac Randolph was in charge of painting and glaz-
ing. Many of the window panes were replaced; the doors
were painted white, the Venetian blinds green, and the

front door, imitation maho,e;any.31

Once again, Dolley Madison took charge of the
domestic arrangements. In March, 1815, she went to
Montpeliwewl.".Bz While she was in Virginia, Mrs. Madison
sent instructions either directly to Boyd, or through her
sister, Anna.Cutts. The instructions: buy fashionable,

readily-available, cheap furnishings.

In March, 1815, Boyd wrote to Dolley Madison:

As yet I have made no purchases for your
household--I shall see Mrs. Cutts however on
that sub;ect in the course of this day or to-
morrow.3

Probably in early Aprii, the First Lady replied:

I have written to my sister Cutts to con-
sult you on the advantage of purchasing Drawing
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Room chairs, Sofas, &c., in Baltimore. %
Either Boyd did not like to deal with an intermediary, or
Anna Cutts! instructions were unclear. At any rate, on
May 5, he amain wrote to Dolley Madison:

I feel very anxious about the furnishings

[of] the House for the President--May I beg the

- favor of a particular answer to that part of

Mrs. Cutts letter relating to purchases of

standing furniture in Baltimore? There can be

no doubt but it may be had more fashionable and

cheaper there, than in this place or George

Town, and I only wait gour commands to go

there and purchase it. >

By mid-May, Boyd was in Baltimore. On the seven-
teenth, he visited the shop of cabinetmaker Edward Priestly
(working 1310-1820), and purchased a pair of card tables
($80.00) and a breakfast table ($b,5.00).36 Priestly might
have had them in stock, because they arrived in Georgetown
within two weeks. On May 31, Isaac Redman charged $8.71 3/h

"for freight from Balti[boré] on Schooner James--1 Case

furniture at 568% lits., 1 Do.315% lits._"37

When Dollev Madison selected the Baltimore market,
she must have had fancy furniture in mind. Not only was it
fashionable, but painted furniture was cheaper than
mahogany. Therefore, it is not surprising that Boyd went
to the shop of John and Hugh Finlay, the city's leading

manufacturers of fancy chairs, tables, and settees.

On June 5, Boyd purchased a dozen chairs for
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$6O.OO.38 Again, these pieces probably came from stock,
because thev arrived'in Georgetown;vby water, within a
week.39 $5.00 per chair is a far cry from $20.00, the
rinlays' price for each of the chairs they executed accord-

ing to Latrobe's designs in 1809.h0

It is curious that Boyd did not buy more than tywelwve
chairs from the Finlays. Actually, he purchased no more
- standing furniture in Baltimore. Late in 1815, he received
a bill for more fancy furniture, but it came from William
Palmer, a cabinetmaker working at 2 Nassau Street in New

York Citw.

In 1802, Palmer had advertised "black and gold fancy
chairs with cane and rush seats."l In his bill to the

Vhite House, he listed:

18 chairs, grey and gold 6.€0 118.80
2 settees to match 39.60 79.20
Patching to match 14,122

$ 202.123 42
The set must have been handsome. Dolley iadison purchased

L3

the chairs from the government.

There is some evidence that the First Lady placed
the fancy furniture in the drawing room. In November,
1815, one visitor noticed "two little couches covered with

LL

grev patch" in this apartment. Obviously, these were

the Palmer settees. Logically, the grey and gold chairs,
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and possibly the Finlay chairs were used in the same room.
Perhaps Dolley Madison was attempting to recreate, how-
ever dimly, the classical elegance of the great oval draw-

ing room at the White House.

Despite all comments on the economy of shopping in
Baltimore as opposed to Georgetown, Georgetown was the
major market. Between March, 1815, and March, 1817, Boyd
made 118 purchases for furnishings; most of these trans-

actions took place in the Washington area.

Once again the Madisons patronized the shop of
William Worthington. Between March 13, 1815, and December
20, 1816, he supplied a variety of articles for the Execu-
tive Mansion. Among the more expensive items were: two
settees, covered in linen ($90.00); a couch on castors
($32.00), which was kept by Dolley Madison; a cloth-cov-
ered table ($28.00); a writing table ($15.00); a case for

medals ($8.00), and a double firescreen ($25.00).h5

Priestly, the Finlays, Palmer, and Worthington
were the only cabinetmakers who provided furniﬁure for the
post-fire White House. The rest of the Madisons' furni-
ture was purchased second-hand--either at auctions, or

through private sales.

The Georgetown-Washington market was unusually
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rich in second-hand goods. The peculiar nature of Ameri-
can politics produced a heavy turnover in Senators, Con-
gressmen, and foreign dignitaries. Some of these govern-
ment officials kept furnished houses in the Federal City.
Often they sold the contents of their houses when they

left office.

This was the case with Albert Gallatin. While
he was in Europe with the Peace Commission at Ghent, Mrs.
Gallatin stayed in Philadelphia. In 1815, she decided to
sell the furnishings in their Washington house. On Jan-
uary 18, Hannah Gallatin wrote to Dolley HMadison:

I hasten to tell you you may have what

you may want of my furniture, at the same tine

I wish it would suit you to take all that is

in the house at Washington, I have written to

Mr. Cazenove to have the things valued, he is

our agent, and will giVﬁéyou all the necessary

information about them.

Local merchants and craftsmen handled some of this
traffic in used gzoods. William Worthington sold the
HMadisons a large dining table ($25.00), a "secretary desk"

($40.00), four pine tables ($9.50), and six chairs
($9.00) .47

He also supplied eleven bedsteads, ranging in price
from’$22.00 to ."i,’)S.OO.b’8 From the auctioneer Nicholas
Queen, Boyd acquired "2 Beds 881 ins.-Bols" for $53.10.49

William Dixon, another auctioneer, charged $75.60 for three
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beds, complete with bolsters and pillows.so

Richard Cutts
added a foreign touch by selling Boyd "1 down Feather Bedl
imported from Russia--$55.00."21 At another auction, Bovd
bought a bed from Thomas McGrath for $32.28; finally, at

2
the Gallatin sale, he found a $6.00 bedstead.5

The Madisons needed a large number of chairs.
During the post-{ire period, they purchased 115, including
the fancy furniture and the six chairs supplied by Worthing-
ton. Bovd gathered second-hand chairs from a variety of
sources:

1. From Thomas Gantt-April 25, 1815

120 chairs . . . @ 6.00" $120.00
2. TFrom liicholas L. Jueen, auction--HMay
25, 1:15

"]l doren white chairs" 19.20

3. From Thomas McGrath, auction--June
27, 1815

"1} chairs" ' 14.00
L. From M. Serrurier--November 11, 1815 |

"l doren arm chairs and a sofa” 250.00
5. From lfaria Dallas--December 20, 1815

"a larse armchair" | 28.00

6. From A.L. Joncherez, VWilliam Jones'
auction--February 22, 1816

W20 chairs « « « @ 2.75" 55.0053

If the Madisons were buving cheap, at least they
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were buying with good taste. Serrurier, the French Minis-
ter, was a man of luxurious taste; the chairs and sofa were
undoubtedly French, and according to the price, quite ele-
gant. Maria Dallas was the wife of Alexander Dallas,

Secretary of the Treasury, 1814-1816.°% William Jones was

Secretary of the Navy from 1813 until 1814.°°

In addition to the Worthington and Serrurier sofas,

Boyd purchased a mahogany sofa--kept by Dolley Madison--

6 That makes a total of

for $30.00 from the Gallatin sale.’
six couches and settees bought for the post-fire White

House.

The house had twenty-two tables, including two
sideboards, three dining tables, four card tables, two
breakfast tables, and two pier tables. Again, M. Serrurier
commanded the highest price; Boyd paid $550.00 for "2 pier

glasses and tables."57

At William Jones' auction, Boyd spent $158.75 for
tables; the list included a sideboard ($60.00), dining
tables ($83.00), a breakfast table ($12.00), aﬁd a wash-
stand ($3.75).58 From Nichélag Queen, the agent acquired
another sideboard for $56.00, and a mahogany table for

$13.25.°9

In addition to the card tables from Priestly, Boyd
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purchased a second-hand pair for $20.50 in Vashington.
The Gallatins offered a barsain, charging onlyv $1.621
for a 'tovlet table.'()l Durinsg the summer of 1815, Boyd
paid $21.%0 for a secretarv and bookcase; one can only

62

speculate ahbout the condition of this piece.

The house must have had closets, because the Madi-
sons bhoucht few storaze cabinets. There is onlv one ref-
erence to a bureau, purchased from llaria Dallas for
;",20,00.63 In lay, 1815, Lewis Deblois supplied

1 larze closet in two parts painted——g}2.00,

and 1 larze Hded painted Closet $3.00.°%

The pnst-fire ‘lhite House offered musical enter-
tainment. In November, 1815, F. H. Vagler charged $310.00
for a pianofor'te.65 In 1809, Latrobe had paid $458.00 for
a pianoforte. The Wazler instrunent was probably second-

hand.

Joller Madison was fond of looking glasses. Aécord-
ing to the record, however, she was forced to cut down on
her supplv. CSerrurier's "2 pier rlasses and tables'" were

probably the most elemant glasses purchased for the house.

The other glasses must have heen small by conmpari-
son. ‘hen Dovd was in Baltimore, he boucht twn used look-

ing gmlasses from the shop of Georse . Riggs: ther cost
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$23.00, and $13.00, respectively.66 A silversmith by
trade, Riggs had moved to Baltimore from Georgetown in
1810.67 It was not unusual for silversmiths to carry a

variety of items in addition to silver.

. In Washington, Boyd found a second-hand "large
looking glass $50.00," which Mrs. Madison kept for her-
self.68 Isaac Cooper, a Georgetown merchant, supplied a
chamber glass for $5.50, and a dressing glass for 51312.00.6’9

That was the extent.

Because most of the silver survived the fire, the
Madisons made no major purchases during the post-fire per-
iod. Boyd obviously went to the shop of George Riggs in
search of silver. 1In May, 1815, Riggs submitted a bill for

$12.00 for two waiters. O

Charles Burnett, the Alexandria silversmith, con-
tinued to receive the Madisons' patronage. Burnett bought
more White House silver than he supplied. Between 1815

and 1817, he sold a variety of small items to the Presi-

dent:
1 pair of sugar tongs 3.00
2 dozen plated tea Spoons @ 4 8.00
1 1" " " 1 n 8 .00
1l pair plated candlesticks 11.00
1 pair Chamber ditto 12.00
2 dozen knives and forks @ 7 14.00
3 dozen plated table spoons 7.00
2 dozen Desert knives & forks 4.50 9.00
12 Silver lables at 1.50 18.00
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2 Dozen Table knives & forks 8.00
2 Dozen Deserts . 5.40
1 Waiter ' 874
1 Ditto «50
1 Doz. Curtain pins at 18. 9.00

$ T05.52% 71

_ Between December, 1815, and November, 1816, the
Madisons turned in old silver worth $140.26: this con-
sisted of 61 oz. 5 dwt. of silver worth $76.62%, an "old

i

Sil. Bread Basket, $33.56, and 7 oz. 15 dwt. of silver for

$10.76.72

Recalling the Madisons! 1814 purchase of knives and
forks from Thomas FcKenney, it becomes clear that a con-
siderable amount of [latware was destroyed in the fire. 1In
keeping with the general trend, Boyd purchased second-hand
silver for the President's House. Nicholas Queen charged
$2.85 for five knives and for'ks.73 Between November 1 and
November 17, 1815, John Peabody supplied more flatware:
knives and forks ($8.00), "L setts containing knives &

7h

Forks, $30.00," and a dozen spoons ($1.37%). In 1816,

75

William Hollenback charged $1.70 for a pair of sugar tongs.

The White House received a touch of elegance from

Isaac Cooper; in November, 1815, his shop charged $38.00
76

for a pair of gilt brackets mounted on eagles. For

$12.50, Dollev Madison acquired a pair of gilt branches

77

from one Mr. Genivers of Alexandria.
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Boyd purchased a variety of metal objects. The
coppersmnith John Achmann was once more commissioned to

78 While much

make kitchen equipment for the White House.
of Achmann's talent went into pots and pans, he also sup-
plied fireplace equipment and lamps. Included in one

of his bills were charges for

making brass heads on three firetongs

2 shuffel and poker $ 4.00

two new andirons 5.00

one new shuffel ' .50

to making 2 Dozen lamps @ 3§ 6.00
$15.50 /7

A considerable amount of fireplace equipment came

from the shop of silversmith Charles Burnett:

a pair steel snuffers 2.00
shovel tongs & poker 11.00
ditto Do. Do. 6.00
1 fender 12.00
to Ditto 11.00
to Ditto 775
to 1 Ditto 7.50
to 1 Ditto 725
1 pair shovel tongs & poker 1.00
to 2 pair of shovel & tongs @ 2.75 . 50
- $75766 80

In May, 1815, Lewis Deblois charged $16.00 for
"l pair brass knob'd. Andirons, 1 pr. Do. Shovel & Tongs,
and 1 Brass mounted fender," plus $5.00 for a copper coal

hod .81

In addition to the lamps supplied by Achmann, Boyd

purchased several at auctions. At the Gallatin sale, he
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bought two pairs of lamps for $25.00 and $5.25, respect-
ively, and an entry lamp for $15.00.82 From William Jones!'
auction came a single lamp for $38.OO.83 The most expen-
sive lamps were purchased in 1816; in that year Boyd paid
E. J. Hay $90.00 for "two Pr. elegant lamps."84 Accord-
ing to Boyd's accounts, most of these lamps used globe

85

glasses.

The Treasury accounts for china and glass are
plentiful, and confusing. In both cases, much was pur-
chased second-hand. In 1816, Harriet Campbell sold the
Madisons "a sett of dining china & a sett of waiters" for
$183.oo.86

set represents the Madisons' state service.

For all practical purposes, this second-hand

Unfortunately, there are no clues to the appearance
of this service. Mrs. Campbell was a prominent figure in
Washington society. She was the wife of George W. Camp-
Lell, Senator from Tennessee and Secretary of the Treasury

after Gallatin.87 Chances are, the set was elegant.

During the entire post-fire period, the furniture
fund purchased only two other.ﬁsets" of china. In October,
1815, Mrs. Tobias Lear, third wife of General Washington's
secretary, sold Boyd "one sett breakfast ware¥—$20.00988
In May, 1816, J. Dovne supplied a set of tea china for

$50.40. 89 o
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Mrs. Madison's brother-in-law, Richard Cutts, sup-
plied the best glass. His bill, dated December 20, 1815,

included:

5 doz. of usable flint cut glass tumblers 45.00
2 n 1n 1" 1t 1} water
goblets @ 8 16.00
2 doz. of usable flint champagne glasses
- @ 6 12.00
L doz. of usable flint wine glasses @ 5 20.00
2 " " " jelly glasses @ 5 10.00 g0
$103.00

The designation "usable" implies that all this glass was

used, perhaps part of Cutts' own supply.

The other "good" glass was purchased at auction dur-
ing the summer of 1815. To Mrs. Buchanan, Boyd paid $32.00
for a pair of cut glass pitchers ($10.00); a pair of cut
glass decanters ($12.00), and a pair of water decanters

($10.00). 7%

The Madisons turned to merchant A. L. Joncherez
for a large quantity of miscellaneous china and glass.
One of his bills, totalling $224.48, included both elegant

and cheap articles:

1815

June 2d. .-
6 china plates 3.00 12 white Ditto 1.75 L.75
2 white dishes 1.75 12 wire glasses 1.50 3.25
2 pr. decanters 10.00 2 Fruit DBaskets 9.00 19.00
& Dessert plates 2.50 2 Doz.China plates 10.00 12.50
2 Doz.tumblers 16.00 2 Doz.Ditto 6.00 22.00
2 Doz.Custards 10.00 3 " Preserve pots 4.50 14.50
2 Pitchers 2.00 1 pr. shades 20.00 22.00
Cart & Drayage .31
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July

12 Browm Coffee Cups & 12 tea cups & Saucers 550

1 Teapot 1.50 1 sugar dish .75 .25

1 Creampot .37% DBox .25 623
Oct. 26

6 Chambers 2.92% 2 Basins & EBwers 2.50 5.0.2%
Ilov. 9

6 China Dishes 24.00 & Ditto 12.00 36.00
Nov. 20

3 Doz. plates 135,00 1% Doz. Ditto 7.50 25.50

12'Dishes 28.00 2 Porringers .12% G123

2 Doz, wine glasses 6,00 Drayage .25 525
Dec., 26

3 Plates 1.00 1 pr. China fruit Baskets 14.00 _15.00 92
% 22L.LS

During the summer of 1616, silversmith Charles
Burnett supplied nore glasses for the ‘“hite House; his
bill listed a dozen tumblers (35.00), 2 dozen wine glass-
es ($10.00), one dozen champagne glasses (56.00), and

93

another dozen tumblers ((6.50).

Finally, in MNovember, 1&l6--four months before
leaving office~—-the Madisons spent $98,00 on china and
slass at the shop of Samuel licKenney. These arvicles were:
siz glass dishes for $24.00, four dozen china snifters,
$16.00; two dozen finger tumblers, $12.00; six Canton china
dishes, $13.50; two dozen blue printed custards, $6.00, and

toa . Fal - oo "y 91!‘ .
cwo pairs of salts for :32.50.

Obviousl: tle cffect of such picceical Dur-ius was
whorousnly widesirable. I laecemiver, 1715, ary Doardman
Crowmrinsiielc attended a tea at the ‘hite House., She

orfers some clues:
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There were three rooms open, so we walked
through and through as the company chose. Ve
had tea and coffee on a small waiter, with four
plates and a little confectionary; cake, one
little frosted cake, fluted. After . . . we
had punch, wine, etc., sent round a number of
times. Ice cream, put in a silver dish, and a
large cake--not good--on the same waiter; and
saucers instead of plates--very common ones,
like your old china cup--all put on the same

- one waiter . . .

If Mrs. Crowninshield found fault with the china,
she was probably no better pleased with the White House
table cloths. The $50.00 cloth purchased in 181.4 repre-
sents the most expensive table textile. On January 27,
1816, Boyd bought two table cloths, $9.00, from the shop
of Rigzs and Gaither.?® Finally, on February 12, 1816,
Miller and Potts charged $32.50 for twenty-six damask
97

napkins.

The remaining textile accounts are confusing. On
April 4, 1815, A. L. Joncherez sold Boyd "a set of curtains
complete for 3 windows--$125.00--10 yds. red silk fringe--
$10.00"98 During the same month, the Madisons purchased
cornices and curtain pins; Lewis Labille put up the cur-

99

tains.

These curtains were used in the drawing room. On
her first visit to the White House in 1815, Mrs. Crownin-
shield noticed that

It was a large room, had three windows in
front, blue window curtains, which appeared to
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be of embossed cambric, damask pattern, red
silk fringe.

V/ith the grey and gold fancy furniture, this must have been

an interesting combination.

Of course, there were other windows in the house.
There is no evidence that Dolley Madison cut up Latrobe's
red velvet curtains for use in another room. On May 15,
1815, John Peabodv delivered "28 yds. furniture, $14.00,"

and another, unspecified quantity worth $66.92%,.10l

In February, 1816, Boyd paid $34.25 for five win-
dow cornices at William Jones! auction.102 In April of
that year, John Peabod:r's shop submitted a bill for
$71.16%, which included "furniture for curtains, thread
and trimming."lo3 Unfortunately, there is no record in-
dicating that any curtains were actually made; if they
were, the color, stvle, and location are left to the

imagination.

The Madisons used calico for some of the furniture,
or for curtains. In December, 1815, Miller and Potts sup-
plied fifty-seven yards of furniture calico for $17.81%;

in January, 1816, another fifty-seven yards for $32.06%.104

In terms of floor coverings--there was not enough
money to buy Brussels carpets. Actually, the post-fire

White House had a carpet only in one major room. On Dec-
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ember 27, 1315, John Peabody's shop charged $134.50 for a
"south sea flammed and ingraind. carpeting."105 One month
earlier, drs. Crowninshield had found the drawing room
106

floor "covered with a dark grey ciloth." No doubt, the

ingrain carpet replaced it.

On December 30, 1316, W.S. Nichols supplied fifteen
vards of carpeting at $2.50 per yar‘d.lo7 This was probably
used for a bedroom or passage. The only other "carpets"
came from John Peabodv, who charged $32.00 for two fire

rugs.lo8

The Madisons could afford only cloth coverings for
the remaining rooms. Baize coating, which was used prim-
arilv to cover and protect carpets, was placed on the floors
of the post-Iire White House. Bétween ilay and December,
1815, Bovd spent $445.52% in seven different purchases of
baize coating.lo9 Apparentlv, the majority was either

blue or green.llo

Cloth had a short life-span in the busy White
House. One guest at the New Year's reception in 1816

moaned,

Such a crowd I never was in. It took
us ten minutes to push ana Shf{f ourselves
through the dining room. . . —

Therefore, it is not surprising that by October,

1816, the Hadisons had to send t» the shop of Riggs and

Gaither for "1 pce. coating for covering floors, 52
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vds. « . . $61.87%."112'

During warm weather, one room was covered with
straw carpeting. When Boyd went to Baltimore in 1815, he

bought thirty-two yards of it for the President's House%13

" In terms of the Treasury accounts, these ill-suited
floor coverings complete the list of post-fire furnishings.
The question remains: how much furniture did the Madi-
sons borrow ffom Montpelier? Again, there is virtually
no information about their use of personal property in the

White House.

In all probability, they used one or more of their
own dinner services, at least until Boyd purchased the
Campbell china in 1816. Other gaps in the public sup-
plies, such as table linens, serving dishes, etc., might
have been filled with articles shipped from the Virginia
estate. Still, the public accounts indicate that for
the most paft, the Madisons tried to stock the house with

government furniture.

It was a difficult task. On August 29, 1790,
Abigail Adams had written to her sister:

I know more injurv may be done to furniture
in one year than a House can easily sustain in
several. A Hundred dollars goes but a little
way in good furniture.

She was correct. The 1815 government appropriation was
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only 38% of the amount allowed the Madisons during the

early years of James Madison's administration.

From a financial standpoint, any attempt to recreate
the elegance of the pre-fire White House would have been
impossible. From a political standpoint, it would have
been unwise. The country was recovering from an expen-
sive war, a war in which James Madison had been severely
criticized. Restraint was the order of the day. The re-
building of government buildings in the Federal City in-
volved tremendous outlays of public funds; Congress saw no
reason to spend large sums furnishing the corner house in

the Seven Buildings.

The First Lady was placed in an unpleasant situa-
tion. In the spring of 1615. her supplies for the Seven
Buildings consisted of little more than silver, a clock,
some china and lamp glass, a table cloth, and the red
velvet drawing room curtains. The house needed everything

from beds to curtain pins.

Furthermore, as the o?ficial residencé of the
President, the Seven Buildings was supposed to express the
dignity and elegance associated with James Madison's of-
fice. With less than $7600.00 to spend, it was Dolley
Madison's responsibility to create a suitable setting for

official entertainments, a "palace," out of ashes and thin
» ?
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air.

' Other First Ladies might have balked at the prospect.
The decoration of the Seven Buildings demanded an approach
that was practical, imaginative, and ingenious. Fortunately,

Dolley Madison was well-suited to the task.

The Madisons' two years in the Seven Buildings
represent the lowest point in the history of White House
furnishings. Justifiably, decorative arts historians prefer
their pre-fire period, where the house, "Queen Dolley,"
Latrobe, and $20,000. combine to create a brilliant and
exciting story. By comparison, the story of the post-fire

White House is dull and depressing.

From a different standpoint, the story of the post-
fire White House is extremely important. It is a crucial
chapter in the history of Madison taste. The taste of the
pre-fire period is difficult to define. ILarlier furnish-
ings, the taéte of Latrobe, and the sizeable 20,000, com-
bine to prevent a clear understanding of the attitudes of
the lladisons. The $20,000 appropriation ﬁakes‘it par-

ticularly difficult to separate good taste from ample funds.

In contrast, the story of the post-fire White House
offers rare insights into the basic principles of Madison

taste. Latrobe is gone; money is scarce. There is nothing
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to confuse or enhance Dolley Madison's ideas. The paltry

budget serves to strip Madison taste to its essentials.

The story of the Seven Buildings White House is
a testament to Dollev Madison's ability to stretch the buy-
ing power of the dollar. Her approach to the decoration of
the post-fire residence mirrors an important aspect of the
policy pursued by the Madisons at Montpelier. In nearly
every instance, she tried to buy the best, at bargain

prices.

The decision to purchase used goods was logical,
if not inevitable. However, it illustrates the 'practical”
aspect of Madison taste, characterized by a willingness to
compromise in order to resolve the conflict between their
desire for elegant, expensive, furnishings, and their

inability to pay elegant prices.

The second-hand furniture at Montpelier was ele-
gant; it was carefully selected. Similarly, the abundance
of political dignitaries listed in the Treasury accounts
indicates that Dolley Madison'yas careful in selecting
used goods for the White House. It is significant that the
Madisons purchased some of these furnishings from the

-

government.

The purchases of fancy furniture represent the
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practical Dolley lMadison at her best. Probably made in

the style of the English Regency, this painted furniture,
however cheap, was fashionable; it was totally in keeping
with the Madisons!'! preference for archaeological classicism,
and revived the dignified spirit of Latrobe's drawing room.
Again, it is significant that the Madisons kept the Palmer

chairs.

Two other aspects of Iladison taste--extravagance,
and devotion to the French vogue--are illustrated by the
purchase of Serrurier's furniture. Dolley Madison spent
approximately 9.5% of the budget for fifteen pieces of
second-hand furniture. At the post-fire rates, this $800.00
viould have purchased 160 Finlay chairs, to say nothing of

better quality china, glass, or floor coverings.

In the opinion of the writer, these few pieces of
furniture express "Queen Dolley's" desire for luxury and
elegance in her surroundings. In contrast to the baize car-
pets and cheap ceramics, Serrurier's furniture was con-
spicuously expensive, a brilliant highlight to the interior.
It reminded visitors that the President still had elegant
taste. Characteristically, Mrs. Madison chose French

furniture to convey this message.

Basically, Dolley Madison's makeshift "White House"

was a restatement of two ideas expressed before the fire--
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the elegance of fashionable, expensive furniture, and the
dignity of archaeological classicism. Both themes indi-
cate that the Madisons possessed refined aesthetic sensi-
bilities. The significance of the Seven Buildings White
House lies in the fact that Dolley Madison was able to ex-
press $20,000 ideas on a $7600 budget. The dignity and
elegance of the post-fire White House was the result of
ingenious and careful financial compromise. It is the
realization of refined ideas through compromise that repre-

sents the essence of Madison taste.
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Kotes to Chapter III.

lPaul Jennines, A Colored HMan's Reminiscences of

James Madison, Bladensburg Series, No. 2 (Brooklyn:
Georpe C. Beadle), 1865, pp. 10-11.

2The day before the fire, Madison sent her_a mess-
aze to "be readv at a moment's warning to enter [ber
carriage and leave the citv." Clark, p. 164.

3Ibid., p. 165-166.

bThis was the famous Landsdowne portrait by Gilbert
Stuart. At the time ol the British invasion, it was
screwed to a wall in the state dining room. The portrait

was removed by breaking the frame. Ibid., p. 164-166.
5Ibid., p. 166.

6The number of articles removed from the Vhite
House by British troups remains unknovm. According to
Margaret Bayard Smith, there was very little looting. See
Hunt, Forty Years, pp. 111-112.

7Singleton, I, p. 98.

8Ibid., pp. 73-90; Clark, pp. 157-202.

9Harold Donaldson Eberlein and Cortlandt Van Dvke
Hubbard, Historic Houses of Georze-Town & Vashington City
(Richmond: The Dietz Press, Incorporated), 1958, pp. 301-
316. (Hereafter, Eberlein and Hubbard). See also, Glenn
Brown, "The Octamon," n.d. (typewritten manuscriptj,
American Institute of Architects, Washington, D.C. (Here-
after, Brown).

lgrown, p. l.

. llSara Jameson, "Inventory of the Octagon House,"
May, 1970 (typewritten manuscript), Octagon House.

12Brown, p. 3; Eberlein and Hubbard, p. 311;
Singleton, I, p. 75.
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13Statement of the Account of John Payne Todd,
entered April L4, 1817, #34.35L4, vouchers 1-25, Reel 192
frames 0195-0270, MTA, 217, NAR voucher 25, frame 0256.
(Hereafter, Todd}

ll’Ibld, voucher 25, frame 0253. See also, Bill of
Peter Ham, September 3, lulé #500.00, Ibid, voucher 25,
frarne 0251.

, 15 September 23 October 20, Bill of Thomas IMcKen-
ney, January 3 - October 20, 1814, Deblois, voucher 52,
frame 0824.

16$56.62%, Bovd, 2nd. acct., voucher 17, frane
0446, ,

175xtract from Bill of John Otts, January L, 1815,
$.37%, Ibid, 3rd. acct., voucher 26, frame 0571. (Here-
after, Otts, 0571.)

nganuarv 16, 1815, included in Second Auditor's
Report of the Account of Lewis Deblois, entered December
31, 1817, ;36.143, Reel 229, frames O432-0433, MIA, 217,
NAR.

19Auditor's Report and List of Expenditures for
the Account of Georse Bovd, entered May 19, 1817, i34.71k,
Reel 198, frames 0&@8—050&, MTA, 217, NAR.

20Audltor’s Report of the Account of John Payne
Todd, entered April 7, 1817, Todd, frames 0195-0196.

2l1p Todd: Bill of George [liller hovember, 1814,
$7.00, voucher 9, irame 0217 (bricks); Bill of David
Tweedy, November, 1814, $6.00, voucher 9, frame 0217
("sundrv repairs")? Bill of William Coltman, December 11,
1815, $1.37, voucher 10, frame 0219 (brlckwork) Bill
of Seyvle & Long, November 28, 1814, $5.00, voucher 12,
frame 0223 (cleaning well).

22Fberlein and Hubbard, p. 317.
23 1ysd.

2h1pia., pp. 317-326.

251bid., p. 329.

20¢1ark, pp. 189-190.

27Bill and Account of George Boyd, April 8-Nov-
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ember 25, 1815, vouchers 3-7, 12, 20, 22-23, 27, 30-31,
34-35, 33-39, L9, Todd, voncher 2h, Lrames 0265 0300.
(Hereafter, Bovd for Todd ) .

281n Todd Bill of King and Langlev, March 10-

April 7, 1815, $31.06%, voucher 16, frame 0237 (planks
and joists); Bill of } 7illian Coltman, May 25-October 17,
1815, $36. 7) voucher 22 frame 0249 (mason work, setting
up zrates in f;rePlaoeo E Bill of Coltman, February 6-
October 3, 1916, $8.25, oucher 10, frame 0219; Bill of
Janes Kennedv, August 1?15, $L1. 2), voucher 20 frame

- 0245 (planks and lime); Bill of Robert Miller, January 19-
February 22, 1816, $41.00, voucher 21, frame 0247 (carpen-
try)s Bill of Hiller, October 25, 1816 $37.00, voucher
3, frame 0215 (materials and repairs).

0206 29May 10-Mayv 31, Bovd, voucher 35 for Todd, frame

30Bovd, voucher 27 for Todd, frame 0286.

31AUFUot 25, 1815, $57.08 2/3, Boyd, voucher 49
for Todd, frame 0298 (palntlnn). See also, December 2L~
October h 1916, #63.72%, Todd, voucher 7, frame 0213
(paintinni

326e0rme Boyd to D. P. Madison, iarch 29, 1815,
DiP, %20 Letters," LC. Traditionally, scholars have as-
suned that the Madisons remained in Washington until July
19, 1815. See Brant, VI, p. 390. Although James Hadison
might have remained until July, Mrs. Madison was already
at Montpelier.

33March 29, 1815, DiP, "20 Letters," LC.

3l*’n.d., #8005, MP, AL. The name of the recipient
does not appear on this letter. At present, it is cata-
losued, '"Dolley lfadison to Ldward Coles." In the opinion
of the writer, the content of the letter suggeots that it
was written to Boyd.

35D1p, "20 Letters," LC.

36Boyd, lst. acct., voucher 8, frame 0361.

371bid, 1st., acct., voucher 17, frame 0379.

38Ibid 2nd acct., voucher 38, frame 0490.

39Blll of Joseph Nevett, June 12 1815, $6.25,
Ibid, 1st acct., voucher 19, frame 0383 (frelvht
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401y apthor, p. 152.

L1 . . .
*“Ethel Hall Bjerkoe, The Cabinetmakers of America,
(Ilew York: Bonanza Boolks), 1957, p. 100.

thecember, 1815, Boyd, 3rd. acct., voucher 12,
frame 0539. (Hereafter, °a1mer, 0539). See also, Bill of
T. Caldwell, Decemver 27, 1315, $22.95, Ibid, 2nd. acct.,
voucher 24, frame OLOL (freight from New Yorm)

ABPalmer, 0539.

bl . .
Singleton, I, p. 81.

h'Blll of Villiam ‘orthington, June 15, 1814-June
14, 1815, ©396.00, Bovd, lst. acct., voucher 25, frame 0398
(including renalrs) Llll of Vorthington, July 17, 1815-
Decenber 20, “416 $9L.75, Ibid, 3rd., acct., voucher 2k,
ra"e OJZZ)(lﬂClUdlnf repalrs). (Hereafter, Worthington,
0397, 05 . ' i

462984, Box 21, MC, AL.

Y lorthington, 0398, 0566.
bS444,

498111 of James L. Gordon for Queen, April 12,1815,
Boyd, lst. acct., voucher 4, frame 0346.

50;arch 1 1, 1815, Ibid, 2nd. acct., voucher 3,
frame 0413.

>Lruly 10, 1815, Ibid, lst. acct., voucher 6,
frame 0352.

52

In Bowd, resp.: June 27, 1515, 1lst. acct.,
voucher 20, frame 0345 (hereafter, iicGrath, 0385); Bill

7 A. L. Joncherez, Noveriber 7, 1315, lst. acct., voucher
34, frame 0300. (llereafter, Joncherez, 0300).

531n Bovd, resp: 1) 1lst. acct., voucher 5, frame
0250; 2) 1st. acct., voucher 6, frame 0353 (hercafter,
Cueen, 03353):; 3) IeGrath, 0375; 4) 2nd. acct., voucher
11, frane 0434 (herealter, Serrurier, O434); 5) 2nd.
acct., " oucher 21, frame 0455 (herealter, Dallas, OL55);
€) 2rd. acct., voucher 37, [rames 0487-0489. (Hereafter,
Joncherez, frames 0497-0439).

5l’John H. Edmonds, in DAB, s.v. Dallas, Alexander
James.
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55
Jonn H. Frederick, in DAB, s.v. Jones, Williamn.

5")Joncherez, 0300.
7

A\Wa]

Serrurier, O0434.

A%
023

Joncherez, 04387-045G.

59 james L. Gordon for Queen, November 23, 1815,
Bovd, 2nd. acct., voucher 16, frame OLL4L (sideboard);
Queen, 0353 (table).
6OI--EcGrath, 0355,

7

OlJoncherez, 0300.
62 . ,
McGrath, 0355,

©3palilas, O455.
6l .
FZJa;r 23, 1615, Lovd, lst. acct., voucher 14,
{rame 0373. (Hereafter, Deblonis for Boyd, 0373).

651bid, 2nd. acct., voucher 13, frame 0438,

Ce, .

Hay 17, 1815, I»id, 1st. acct., voucher 16,
frame 0377. (Hereafter, iiggs, 0377).

6780uthern Silver, An Bxhibition of Silver made in
the South nrior to 12400,compiled by David B.liarren{houston:
The ilusewn ol Pine Artsj, 1968, G-16-A--G-18-C.

L}
638111 of Mrs. Buchanan, July 14, 1815, Boyvd,
lst. acct., voucher 23, frame 0391. (Hereafter, Buchanan,

0391).

69December 16, 1815; April 15, 18516, Ibid, 2nd.
acct., voucher 43, frame 0501. (Hereafter, Cooper, 0501).

70Riggs, 0377.
"Loctover 23, 1815-January 22, 1817, Bovd, 3rd.

acct., voucher 31, frames 0584-0585. (Hereafter, Burnett,
653,-0585).

727 hid.

73Queen, 0353,

7bBoyd, 2rd. acct., voucher 33, frame 0479. (Here-
after, Peabody, 0479).

-
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7
5April 20, 1816, Ibid, 2nd. acct., voucher ik,
frame 0503.

76Cooper, 0501.

77 june 8, 1815, Bovd, 3rd. acct., voucher 10,
frame 0535.

730ctober 22, 181h-March 4, 1815, $55.02%, Ibid,
2nd. acct., voucher 3, frames 0345-0346. (Hereafter,
Achmann, 0345-0346). See also, Bill of Achmann, December
18, 1215, $182.10, Ibid, 2nd. acct., voucher 18, frames
OLL7~-0L49.

79Achmann, 0345-0346.
80Burnett, 053L.
81Deblois for Boyd, 0373.
82Joncherey, 0300.
83Jonchere7, 0437-0489.

8L’December 20, 18316, Boyd, 2nd.Aacct., voucher
L8, frame 0511.

8 :
5January L, 1815-February 18, 1817, $5.87%,
Otts, 0571.

86December 20, 1816, Bovd, 2nd. acct., voucher
L9, frame 0513.

8
7Philip Mav Hamer, in DAB, s.v. Campbell, George
W. See also, Wharton, lLarlv Republic, pp. 156-157.

88October' 15, Bovd, lst. acct., voucher 28, frame
0401. (Hereafter, Lear, 04O1).

89
9

Ibid, 2nd. acct., voucher 46, frame 0507.
OTbid, 2nd. acct., voucher 20, frame OL53.
Y1Buchanan, 0391. Mrs. Tobias Lear sold Boyd an
unspecified number of tumblers and wine glasses for $10.00.
See Lear, 04Ol.
2
9 Bovd, 2nd acct., voucher 29, frame O471.

Pppril 2-July 18, 1816, Burnett, 0584.
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9hNovembcr 2-liovember 6, 1816, Bovd, 3rd. acct.,
voucher 22, frame 0562. Also in Bovd: Bill of Hobert
Miller, May 30, 1%16, $19.85, 2nd. acct., voucher 47,
frame 0509 (wash basins, pitchers, chamber pots); Bill
of Miller, December 30, 1816, $5.00, 3rd. acct., voucher
30, frame 0581 (4 pitchers); Bill of A. L. Joncherez,
January-April 18, 1816, $60.62%, 3rd. acct., voucher 23,
frame 0564 (china); Joncherez, 0300 (punch cans, basins,
and ewer).

95Singleton, I, pp. 84-85.

96Bo_vd, 3rd. acct., voucher 18, frame 0553.

97Ibid, 2nd. acct., voucher 4O, frame O049L.
(Hereafter, Miller & Potts, OLO4).

98Ibid, lst. acct., voucher 1, frame 034l.

99$65.95, Ibid, 2nd. acct., voucher 7, frame
0426. Also, Pill of Miller and Potts, April 28, 1815,
$5.04, Ibid, lst. acct., voucher 6, frame 0353 (18 yds.
curtain muslin). :

100g

lOlBoyd, 2nd. acct., voucher 12, frame 0436.
(Hereafter, Peabodv, 0436).

ingleton, I, p. 81.

lononchere7, 04L87-0L39.

OBApril 17, 1815, Bovd, 2nd. acct., voucher
22, frame 0457. (Hereafter, Peabody, 0457).

104

Miller and Potts, OL9k.

105 peabody, 0457.

106
Singleton, I, p. 8l.

107$37.50, Bovd, 3rd.. acct., voucher 21, frame

108 Peabody, 0436.
‘ 1094ay 9, 1415, $36.07%, Peabody, 0436 (coating);
also in Boyd: Bill of Peabodv, Mav 9, 1815, $54.62%,
2nd. acct., voucher 33, frame 0479 (baize and coating);
Bill of Richard Anderson, September 6, 1815, $83.88%,
lst. acct., voucher 26, frame 0397 (blue coating);
October 17, 1815, $85.00, Miller and Potts, 0494 (south
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sea baire); Bill of Homulus Riggs--October 18, 1815,
$65.00, October 20, 1815, $65.95, December 1, 1815,
$65.00, 2nd. acct., voucher 31, frame 0475 (blue coating
"for covering floors").

llOSinp;leton, I, p. 89.
111

Ibid., p. 85.

1126c40ber 27, 1816, Bovd, 3rd. acct., voucher
15, frame 0546.

113Bill of Seth Sweetster, Jr. for William and
James Wilkins, May 15, 1815, $32.25, Ibid, lst. acct.,
voucher 10, frame 0365 (20% yds.). Bill of Wilkins,
June 2, 1815, %12.26, Ibid, 1st. acct., voucher 18,
frame 0331 (11! vds., and linen).

%lhhew Letters of Abirail Adams 1788-1801, ed.
Stewart Mitchell (Boston: Hougnton Milllin Company), 1947,

p. 58.
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Introduction to the Catalogue: Problems Involved
in Authenticating Madison Furnishings

This catalopgue represents the beginning of a
growing list of authentic Madison furnishings. It is not
a checklist of objects whose authenticity is based en-
tirely on a tradition of Madison ownership. Every object
has been tested for written proof of direct Madison asso-
ciation. In the opinion of the writer, each entry has a
valid claim to Madison ownership. Few can be readily
identified in the vague bills, inventories, and descrip-
tions which survive. Manv of the well-documented objects
are "lost." In short, determining the authenticity of
Madison furnishings is difficult. However, it is not im-
possible. It is the purpose of this discussion to outline
the numerous difficulties and aides involved in the pro-

cess of authentication.

The history of the [ladisons' personai furnishings
is spotty. A detailed discuééion of these objects will be
the subject of a future study. For the present, one is
left with very few bills, some descriptions, and a series
of inventories. The latter have been included in the

Appendices. It is the inventories that comprise the bulk

91

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



92
of written information about Madison furnishings. They

are not highly descriptive.

In addition to the dearth of written documents,
there are other problems arising from the peculiar char-
acter of the Madisons! domestic situation. In terms of
time, the Madison period spans forty-two years of mar-
riage. Also, thev inherited furnishings. Finally, Dolley
lMadison survived her husband by thirteen years. There-
fore, furnishings made any time between ca. 1750-1849--a
period of ninety-nine years--could have a Madison associa-
tion, although it is unlikely that any expensive articles

were purchased after about 1830.

Consider their consumer market places. The Madi-
sons lived in Philadelphia, Washington, and in Orange.
All of these areas offered domestic items. Also, they had
access to the markets in Baltimore, Richmond, and Freder-

icksburg.

But the Madisons were among the nation's leading
citizens. The members of their circle providéd links with
all the major cities in the country, plus England and the
Continent. They also purchased used furnishings. In
shoré, one cannot impose strict geographic boundaries on

their furnishings. Articles made in Boston, Paris, the

valley of Virginia, cannot be ruled out.
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The furnishings that the Madisons inherited pose a
particularly thorny problem. After the death of John Todd
and his parents in 1793, Dolley Todd inherited two lots of
furniture--all that had belonged to her husband, and two-

thirds of her father's-in-law estate.® ‘With her marriage

to Madison in 1794, she probably carried some of these

articles into her new home.

The problem remains: how many? The Todd estate
inventories (Appendices VI, VII) indicate that Dolley Todd
had more than enoush articles to furnish a single house.
Some things were probably sold; unfortunately no record of

a sale has been found.2

When James Madison, Sr. died in 1801, he left a
large estate. (Appendix VIII). The furnishings were left
for his widow's use.> Although Nelly Madison lived under
the same roof with the younger Madisons at Montpelier, she
kept completely separate apartments.h At her death in
1829, she willed all of her furnishings to James Madi-

>

S0n.

There are several eigﬁteenth—century objects
with James Madison, Jr. association, which have passed
through Madison family descendants. Such histories imply
that these objects were acquired from the younger bladi-

sons, sometime after 1829. Here, there is a distinct
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possibility of confusion through time. Nelly lMadison
had twenty-eight years to give furnishings to her other
children. No doubt, some objects with Madison associa-
tion have ties only with the Senior Madisons. Because
there is no inventory of Nellyv HMadison's estate, it is
virtually impossible to determine which objects were

finally inherited by James and Dolley lMadison.

When tracing the history of these early iMadison
objects, it is very difficult to pinpoint Todd, or Madi-
soen, Sr., ownership. While the inventories offer sone
help, there are many similarities in the lists. Of course,
it is unlikelv that the Philadelphia Todds patronized
craftsmen in the valley of Virginia. But, in the case of
James lladison, Sr., the reverse is not necessarily true.
Certainly he had access to the markets in Philadelphia

and Maryland.

Hopefully, many of théhproblems mentioned above
will eventually be eliminated. Meanwhile, there is a crude
method for testing the validity of histories which asso-
ciate furnishings with iladison ownership. The key to this
method lies in the details of the dispersal of the ladi-
sons! personal property, largely after James Madison's

death in 1836.

In terms of geosraphv, most Madison objects have
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histories that can be traced either to Orange or Washing-
ton. Chronologically speaking, the majority of the estate

was broken up between 1836 and 1852.

In the opinibn of the writer, the bulk of the
IMadisons' possessions did not pass into the hands of
relatives. Many entries in the catalogue have family
histories. These objects came to light through geneolog-
ical research. A considerable number of Madison articles,
with no family connections whatsoever, have not yet been

found.

That‘relatives did not inherit the bulk of the
Madisons! estate can be explained in terms of simple
economics. During the nineteen years ﬁf James [adison's
retirement, his fortunes declined sharply.6 After his
death, his widow's situation became critical. Dolley
Madison's final poverty can be ascribed to a variety of
factors--her own inability to manage funds wisely, the
paltrvy sums offered by Congress for her husband's papers.7

The single most important factor, however, was the ex-

travagance of her son, Payne Todd.

‘Spendthrift, plavboy, and-alcnholic, Payne Todd
milked his mother's inheritance in order to pay his

debts, and to build Tnddsberthe, his unusual "house" in

Oranze.® At his death, Todd's uncle, James C. Payne,
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offered an appropriate eulogy:

Mr. Todd it seems was not satisfied with
crowding into the space of his life all the in-
jurv, shame, & mortification which he par ex-
cellance could accomplish . . ..Pity it is
that Providence did not relisve the earth of
its burthen a little sooner.

The dispersal of the estate took place over a
period of years. In 1837, Dolley Madison decided to leave
Montpelier. and return to Washington, where the Madisons
owned a house on Layfavette'square.lo Between 1837 and
1843, she returned periodicallv to Montpelier.ll
Finallv, in the fall of 1843, she settled permanently in

Washington, with her niece and companion, Annie Payne.12

Mrs. Madison furnished the house with articles
from Montpelier.13 Obviously; she was working under con-
siderable financial strain, for in August, 1842, she mort-
gaged the Vashington house to John Jacob Astor for

$6000.lh In November and December of that year, she sold

some of the Montpelier property to Heﬁry W. Moncure of

15

Richmond.

In August, 1844, she sold the rest of the estate,
including Montpelier mansion, to Moncure.16 On August 12,
she wrote to HMoncure frém Washington:

No one, I think, can appreciate my feeling
of grief and dismay at the necessity of trans-

ferring to another a beloved home.
I have expressed to Payne my readiness to
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return for a short time in order to assist in

the arrangement of the houschold contents which

mist be in confusion some of which I wish to

retain . . .47

Sne never returned to ilontpelier. Part of the fur-
nishings, those that she did not "wish to retain," were
left in the house. In 184%, Ioncure sold the house to

T " . 18 e s

Benjamin Thornton of York, England. Several iladison
pieces were inherited by Thornton's daughters, who event-
ually settled in Herndon, Virginia. In the 1930’ the
Thornton sisters sold these objects, each accompanied by

an affadavit attesting to the authenticity of iladison

ovinership.

In the opinion of the writer, some of these ob-
jects do not nave a valid claim to [adison association.
For example, there are sevéral elegant pieces made in the
stvle which prevailed in America {rom about 1830 until

560. The MNadisons could not have afforded such expensive

-
o

furniture. It is a matter of common sense. Nevertheless,
some of the alfadavits are valid. Again using common
sense, one ma;y assunme that Thorrton did not'bfing any
earlv ninetecnth-century American furniture from ingland.
The well-meaning Thornton sisters simply assumed that all
of their 'old" furniture had originally belonged to the

radisons.
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The remainder of the Montpelier furnishings were
removed by Todd to Toddsberthe. Dolley Madison sent a list
of articles to he shipped to Washington. In October, 1844,
Todd wrote to his mother:

I propose_to send the list of what in pro-
visions . . .[is] to be sent and a waggon (large)
will be loaded as soon as the things from
IMtPelier are taken away. All furniture of your
lists will be sent but the two large glass-
plates mirrors which wili require boxing rail-
road & steamboat and may if not carefully
handled then brake.

For some reason it took Todd over a year to remove
the furnishings from Montpelier; in a letter to his mother
dated November 25, 1845, he wrote:

Becky attends every day to the removal
of the fyrniture from Montpellier to Todds-
berthe.<0
With the Montpelier articles safely under his roof,

Todd proceeded to sell them in pavment of debts. In July,
1844, he had persuaded Dolley Madison to sign a Deed of

= 2
Gift to him for all the Montpelier furnishings. 1 Because

he did not enter this transaction at the Court House, the

deed was never lesal.

However, lersality, to Todd, was a matter of little
importance. The entires in his diary indicate that he had
practically no contact with reality, and was, in fact,
insane. As his Toddsberthe inventory testifies, by 1852

he had sold nearlyv everything, piecemeal, to a variety of
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buvers. (Appendix IX).

Some of these transactions were recorded in his
diary. On February 18, 1846, he wrote:

I sold a carpet 2 get cash & Bureau &
plank settee for 6 more on account with Mr.
Omohandro.<?

Dolley Madison was not completely aware of Todd's
actions during much of this period. In 1843, she made
him recover some spoons that he had sold.23 In April,
1846, she complained:

« « o a part of the furniture I wished to
divide with vou, & a part of it I desired to
sell, but I wished to be with you & Eggether
choose what best to dispose of . . .

Bv 1847, Mrs. Madison was forced to go along with
her son. In May of that year, Todd received a visit f{rom
Mr. Hawkins, who offered to sell him a sorrel mare for

$20.00. Todd recorded in his diary:

I promised the Bedstead should I ngg
trade notwithstanding at his own price.

On the same day, he made a note to write to his mother

26

"about Mr. tladison's medallion . « . wWrite fof bed.""™

In Washington, Dolley HMadison's financial situa-
tion.continued to met worse. 1In 184L, she wrote to her
banker, Richard Smith, to offer security on an overdue

loan:
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I am willing to enter into this arrangement
immediately and can add . . . personal property.
My furniture & everything of a personal descrip-

tion is free from incumbrances. The last is now
insured for 2500%.<7

Fortunately, Mrs. Madison managed to hold on to her Washing-
ton possessions until 1848; during the summer of that year,
she agreed to a raffle, to sell some paintings and

28

silver. The sale never took place; instead, she and

Todd pawned 22% 1bs. of silver for $250.00.27

On Julv 12, 1949, Dolley Madison died at the age
of 21. In her will she left all of her personal possess-

30

ions to Payne Todd. Todd and her niece Annie Payne were

to split the $20,000 trust given by Congress in 1848 for
31

the remainder of the James Madison papers.

Shortly after the death of James Madison in 1836,
his widow had taken a partial inventory of the contents of
Montpelier. (Appendix X). In 1842, Dolley Madison made
a list of the contents of the Lafayette Square house.
(Appendix XI). The 1842 inventory was compiled before the
sale of Montpelier, before Mrs. Madison sent her list of
articles to be shipped from Virginia. There is a slight
possibility that Todd finally sent the articles. Unfortun-
ately, there are no documents confirming the shipment,
and the list is lost. For the present, the 1842 inventory
provides the most complete list of the contents of the

house.
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The history of the dispersal of Mrs. Madison's
estate revolves around the actions of several key figures.'
They are: Pavne Todd: Annie Pavne and her husband, Dr.
James H. Causten, Jr., a physician from Washington; HMrs.
lladison's niece, Mary E. E. Cutts, and James C. McGuire.
Iliss Cutts and McGuire lived in Washington. The latter was
an auctioneer, and one of Payne Todd's creditors. Con-

veniently, he was chosen by Todd to administer Dolley

Madison's estate.32

The executors waited nearly a vear before settling
the estate. In March, 1850, W. E. Kennaugh wrote to Payne

Todd :

I sent, by express, the articles named in
yours of the 1Oth. inst.. I should have written
you previous, except Mr. McGuire informed me
he was ~oins to Baltimore, from whom you could
have learned full particulars concerning the
appraisement. I placed the list of articles in
his hands, asgreeably to vour directions, was
there on the dav thev were appraised, but, from
priivate motives, declined to act as an appraiser.
Mr. W. F. Baylev and a Mr. Clinton, I think,
were the gentlemen. The whole house was valued
at $7000 or near that, as I am informed. Everv-
thing was put down, (at value) except some
articles, (piano, looking glass, and side-
board) claimed by Miss Cutts . . . the silver-
ware was valued by weisght, and everything con-
ducted the sags as you could wish, had you
been present.

This letter is important in several respects.
First, Kennaugh's reference to articles "sent, by express,"

suggests that Todd was selling some of his mother's Wash-
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ineton furnishinzs. In terms of Todd's earlier conduct

at Montpelier, such a conclusion is logical.

Second, Kennaush's letter illustrates the rela-
tionship between Mary Cutts and her aunt's estate. HMary
Cutts had a claim to some of Mrs. Madison's effects. Ten
years earlier, Dollev lladison had sent a memo to John
Sioussa, instructineg him

please to let Mary E. E. Cutts have the
looking glasses from my drawing room--and

any other3£urniture she may wish for out of

mv house.

In 1840, Dolley Madison had not yet decided to settle per-

manently in Washington. Mary Cutts waited until her death

to claim these articles.

Payne Todd made matters extremely difficult for
Mrs. Madison's relatives. He tried to get Annie Payne's
share of his mother's estate, fortunately, without suc-
cess.35 The other members of the family were treated with
equal distain. In November, 1849, Mary Cutts wrote to
Todd at Toddsherthe:

I wished . . . to ask vou to bring on for
nme one of those silver cups marked i that is
if you can spare it. I want to sive one to my
little niece, and it would be so much more val-
uable from having belonsged to vour dear mother!
Of course, I do not ask it as a gift, but will
mladly pay what gou think its value--as I would
at the Jeweler.>
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Nothinm more is known about the cup. However,
Todd menerally refused to allow Dolley lMadison's relatives
to purchase her possessions privately.37 instead, some-
time between March, 1850, and March 1851, the contents of
the Lafavette Square house were sold at public auction;

the furnishings broucht $lh96.77.38

Unfortunately, there is no record of the individ-
uals who purchased articles at this sale. When McGuire
submitted his account to the Court of the District of
Columbia, he included no vouchers. Although every auction
in the Federal City was filed at the Court House, these
records were destroyed, by act of Congress, in 1902.39
Only a rough draft of the advertisement, undated, sur-
vives: :

Until Wednesday the 30th. the late resi-
dence of the Late Mrs. Madisnn will be open to

[iew the remalnlng [}ed. ouE] articles unsold

ed. out bn the lower rooms of the house for
sale. h

Dollev Madison's relatives were forced to purchase
her effects at the sale. In March, 1351, Mary Cutts wrote
to Dr. James Causten:

¥/ill Dr. Causten be so kind as to send

me the cracked cup & saucer with the initial,

which he got for me with his own--and the

price, which I have forgotten--it will save L1
me the trouble of referring to the auctioneer.

Annie Payne Causten also had a claim to several
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articles from the estate. Dolley Madison gave her most of

42

her jewelry; in addition, she received:
2 gravy spoons

1 tea spoon

24 forks

knife & fork
strainer
tumbler

pr. sugar tongs
Salt spoons
Mustard spoon
Pitcher

sugar Bowl3

o e F S

Although Payne Todd tried to reclaim these objects, Dr.
Causten interceded successfully in his wife's behalf.hh
As Mary Cutts' letter to Causten indicates, they also at-

tended the sale.

James lMcGuire acquired several of Mrs. Iadison's
effects. Apparently, these objects were not purchased at

the sale. According to Mary Cutts:

The bond of union_between Mr. Todd and the
administrator EﬁcGuire was a mutual fine taste
for paintinzs, and, we may add, an accomodating
spirit on the part of the latter with respect to
loans, as well as a desire for souveniers and
autographs . . . belonzing to the estate . . ..
Upon these . . . advances were made, as the
necessitiﬁg of Mr. Todd increased, never to be
redeemed.*”’

McGuire's relationship with the Madison estate did
not end with the sale of Dollev Madison's effects. On
January 16, 1852, Payne Todd died in Washington. Again

ignoring his family, Todd appointed McGuire, Dr. Cornelius
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L6

Eorle, and Charles S. Vallack as administrators.

At the time of his death, Todd was still in poss-
ession of some of his mother's effects.h7 It is interesting
that ricGuire tarried twenty vears before submitting his ad-
ministrative account to the District of Columbia Cour"c,.L*8

In 1872, he subnitted a'supposed inventory of Todd's

Washington possessions. (Appendix XII).

This inventory consists of a list of articles sold
by IicGuire at public auction, on February 24, 1852.49
Causten must have questioned the completeness of the in-
ventory, because, in 1652 he wrote to James C. Pavne re-
-rardinz "the effects and personal property left by him

[?odé]which is known . . 120 (emphasis mine). In settling

Todd's estate, how manv "souveniers" did McGuire keep for

himselfl?

In 1852, Todd was still the owner of Toddsberthe.
In September of that vear, an inventory of the estate was
compiled. (Appendix IX). On November 11, 1852, a public
sale, under the direction of Dr. James Hiden of Orange,
was held at the house; Causten went to Orange for the sale,
but purchased only a few articles--a looking glass, tureen,
candlestand, paper press, and busts of Mrs. Madison, Todd,

and the "Emperer and Empr‘ess."51
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The Toddsberthe auction was the last important
tadison sale until 1899. 1In Mav of that year, Mary Causten
Kunkel, daughter of Annie Payne and Dr. James Causten, sold
the rladison effects that had been inherited and purchased
oy her parents. The sale took place in Philadelphia; per-
tinent’ excerpts from rs. Kunkel's personal catalogue--

with the sale price of each item--are included in Appendix

{ITI.

The articles which were not sold returned to ilrs.
Kunkel; in 1959,the Dolley lMadison liemorial Foundation pui-
chased them from the estate of her heirs.52 In 1962, the
Foundation gave the collection to the Greensboro Historical

Museunt.

The Kunkel Catalogue 1s the largest published list
of tladison furnishinzs. Unfortunately, it has several de-
fects. First, there are few illustrations. Second, nany
of the catalogue descriptions are vasue; several are in-

“correct. Finally, some of the objects in the catalogue

were never owned by the rladisons; they belonged to the

Caustens.

ary Causten XKunkel had become an orphan when she
was little more than an infant. Like the Thornton sisters,
she assumed that all the old furnishings had once belonged

to the radisons. Fortunatelv, there is one document which
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describes the Caustens! private property. It is included.

in Appendix XIV.

Gifts were an important factor in the dispersal
of the iladisons' estate. Throuzhout their married life,
James and Jolley Madison must have given mementos to their
friends. During her widowhood, krs. HMadison's financial
situation prevented the purchase of many gifts; she zave

53

awar her personal possessions.

The question of authenticating fadison f{urnishings
with White House histories deserves detailed discussion.
These objects fall into two catagories: 1) those privately
owned by the ifadisons, and used in the White House; 2)
thonse owned by the government, and purchased by the Hadi-
sens for the vWhite House. 'The first group of furnishings
returned to lontpelier with the Madisons in 1817; the

second remained in Washington.

ByAvirtue of their direct association with the
Executive Mansion, authentic White House furnishings are
the most important IMadison objects. iost Madison furnish-
inzs carry the [following history: "This object belonged to
James and Dollev Madison, and was used by them in the White
House." Unless an object dates after 1817, it is extremely
dilficult to either prove, or disprove, the Vhite House

assonciation.
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Tne liadisons' private property remains the major
problem. At present, there is virtually no informaﬁion
about the use of Montpelier furnishings in the Exeéutive
#“ansion. Furthermore, information relating to the public

furnishinszs is profuse, but hardly precise.

In light of the 1814 fire, there can be no doubt
that practically all eéxtant Vhite House objects--except
silver, the clock, etc.--belons to the post-fire period,

814-1817. Because the Madisons purchased second-hand
furniture, and scattered pieces of china and glass, it is
usvallv difficult to pinpoint any one object in the ac-

countse.

One can test the validitv of a '/hite House
historv azainst public sales. As noted previously, the
lladisons sold some old VWhite House furnishings in 1610, and
used the proflits to purchase new ones. JSucceeding Presi-
dents did the same. Tor example, in 1833, Congress voted
20,000 to President Jackson,

3 in addition to the proceeds of sugﬂ decayed

furniture as he may direct tQ be sold.

Between December, 1833, and December, 1837, the
furniturc lMund collected $5680.h0 from the sale of "decayed

55

furniture."” All of the appropriations between 1829 and

1853 contained a similar provision.56 From 1857 until
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1892, there were no sales; however, in April, 1882, General

57

Arthur sold twentv-four wagon loads of furniture. Cer-

tainlv, by 1882 .the post-fire Madison furniture had been

sold,

The problem remains--how much Madison furniture
was actually moved into the restored White House in 1817-
18187 1In 1818, William Lee, Monroe's agent, submitted a
report to Congress on the state of the Madisons' furnish-
ings:

There was not a single carpet in the house.
The floor had been covered with ‘green and blue
baize, which was so completely worn out as to
be of no use, except in lining new carpets.

The chairs, tables, bedsteads, etc., had
been so long in use as to be fit only for ser-
vant's rooms. All we have collected were a
few chairs for the dining-room, which have been
repaired to accord with the new ones that were
ordered, and a set of old French chairs for a
chamber, which remain to be repaired.

There were but two glasses in the house,
and those being too small for the lower apart-
ments in the Government House, have been placed
in the chambers.

The two pier-tables and one ordinary side-
board have been placed in the dining-roon.

There were no bed-curtains, and those to
the windows were worn out and totally unfit for
use.

: There was no recourse in the remnants of
rlass, earthenware, china, linen, etc., of
which scarcely an article would serve; in-
deed, we mav say, there remained none of these
articles fit for use.
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The [ew pieces of plate have been so bruised
and injured that thev could only be considered as
so much old silver, and as such be exchanged for
newv plate; and there were very few articles  of
kitchen furniture, and most of little use.>8

On the basis of this report, the idonroe administra-

tion inherited:

1. the baize carpets

2. chairs, tables, bedsteads--for servants' rooms
3. chairs for the dininsz room

L. Serrurier's 12 French chairs Ior a chamber

5. Jerrurier's tvio pier tables for the dining room
6. a sideboard for the dining room

7. two looking glasses for chambers

&. the plate

These items could have been placed quite unobtrusively in
the ‘hite Hnuse. Indeed, in the same year, llonroe issued a
statenent reqardiny the scarcity of usuvable iadison furn-—
ishings:
All the public [lurniture provided hefore
1814 having been destroyed with the public
building in that year, and little afterwards
»rocured owinz to the inadequacy of the appro-
priation, it has becone necessary to provide

almost every argticle requisite for such an
establishment.

Jdith the radison furniture tucked away in the man-

. . . e s 60
sion, ionroe spent $50,000 redecorating the White House.

The only reception room to receive any adison objects was

the dining roon.

It is unusual that John Quincy Adams was startled
by the amount of Madison {furniture in the white House, when

he become President in 1824. Shortly after taking office,
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the cautious Adams made a complete listing of the contents
of the nouse. At the end of the list, he made notes on the
condition of the furniture:

The Turniture of the President's house,
nhaving been seven years or upwards in use, is
of necessitv more or less injured and delaced
e« « «o A larce portion of it, hastily col-

- lected for HMrs. vadisen in 1814, at auctions,
etc., never was suited to the house in which
it was placed, and where it has become alto-
zether useless.0l (emphasis mine).

In light of Fonroe's expeditures, and the small
number of items in Lee's report, it is difficult to belicve
that iiadison furniture made up "a large portion" of the con-
tents of the White House. There is a contradiction, which

can best be explained by reading between the lines.

Traditionall:, Congress has appropriated large suns
Tor furnishinzs only in caées of pronounced necessitv. Ob-
viousiy, Lee's report was an attemupt to convince Congress
of the need for a larse appropriation. Adams' comments fol-
low in the same vein. In short, ifadison furnishings were
censidered an effective means to Squeeze rioney out of Con-

aress.

This explains the exaggeration in both reports.
But Adams' comments are significant in another respect;
thev indicate that a considerable amount of lladison furni-

ture was still in the Vhite liouse in 1824. That is, it had
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not et veen sold at auction.

To date, the writer has found no record of .sales
during the administrations of Monroe or Adams. If these
records exist, it might be possible to pinpoint the period
wvhen the HMadisons!' furnishings left the White House. If
not, the earliest sales must have occured during the admin-
istration of Andrew Jackson, probably between 1833 and

1837.

If a Jadison object can he traced to a “White House
salie, it snnuld relate, however vaqguely, to the Treasury
accounts. In ﬁerms of the dispersal pattern for the iMHadi-
sons' private property, public Vhite Hoﬁse objects belong to
the ‘Jashington group. With the additioh of these articles,
there is a crude historical seguence for the dispersal of
all sladison furnishings:

Oranze Countvy Group

1. 1837-1243 Dolley Hadison moves somne
ilontpelier furniture to
Washington.

2. 184L3-16% Todd conducts private sales
of Fontpelier furniture..

3. August 1, 184L Henry V. Moncure burs iont-
pelier and part of furnicure.

L. 1849-1351 Todd conducts private sales

of Lafayvette Square furni-
ture.
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5. DMNovember 11, 1852 Public sale at Todds-
berthe.

Vashin~rton Groun

1. Beginning in 1833 (?) YWhite House sales.

2. July, 1849-Janvary, 1852 Todd conducts private
' sales of Lafavette Square
furniture.

3. larch, 1550-March, 1851 Public sale at Lafayette
Square house.

L. TFebruary 24, 1852 Public sale of Todd es-—
tate.,

The acceptance of the authenticity of a lMadison ob-
ject is ultimately a matter ol personal conviction. If
everv object in the catalogue has a valid claim to [adison
ovnership, every claim is not equally valid. In the
majority of cases, it has been impossible to prove that a
given chair, table, etc., did, beyond doubt, belong to
James and Dolley liadison. Therefore, the objects have been

classified according to their probable authenticity.

These objects with excellent documentation carry,
for want of an imaginative symbol, the designation "A."
Tnese objects belong in the same class witﬁ Georze Vashing-
ton's liderviller dinner service, and James ionroe's
Bellanger chairs. They are the aristocrats of iladison fur-

nishings. The catalozuc contains only three such entries.

It follows logically that those objects with less

documentary support carry a designation of "B." Here,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



114
there is evidence that the Madisons owned éomething "like"
the articles in'question, if not the objects themselves.
As more documents come to light, many of these objects will

join the "A" group.

The "C" group must be viewed with exﬁreme caution.
These objects have a nebulous claim to iadison ownership.
Some have little or no written documentation, butv, their
histories are unusually sound. Others have written support,

but poor histories.

The writer has omitted many objects with histories
of lladison ovnership. VWhile nmany of these articles might
have belonged to the iladisons, there is, at present, no

support for the association.

Those objects with Vhite House histories have also
veen classified accofding to probable authenticity, in this
case, "a", "b", and "c". Articles with improbable, or
impossible histories have received no designation whatso-

ever.
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Notes to the Introduction to the Catalogue

1

Sifton, pp. 1%2-188. See also, Todd Family
Papers, Independence National Historical Park, Philadel-
phia. (Hereafter, TP, INHP).

2The settlement of the Todd estates was hampered
by James Todd, Dollev Todd's brother-in-law. The docu-
ments which point to a sale are addressed to James, and
refer to his unlawful retention ol Dollev Todd's inheri-
tance. See D. P. Todd to James Todd, February 7, 1794,
TP, INHP; D. P. Todd to James Todd, n.d., TP, INHP.
On January 27, 1795, James Madison wrote to James Todd:
"I conclude vou have disposed of the property which has
to be sold, and are otherwise prepared to favor me with
an immediate settlement." TP, INHP.

3(copy), Will of James Madison,'Sr., September
17, 1787, Ji¥, s.L, Reel 27, LC. A few articles were left
to the "house." fee also, Brant, IV, pp. 37-39.

“fary Cutts Memoir, p. 5, CP, LC. Also, Brant,
IV, p. 39.

5(cop}r), Will of Nelly Conway Madison, May 7,
1818, Ji, s.L, Reel 27, LC.

Oprant, VI, pp. 418-532.

"1n 1836, Congress paid %30,000 for part of James
iladison's papers. The sum was less than Madison had
anticipated, and left his widow only $9000 after she had
paid his bequests. Brant, VI, pp. 523-524L.

8Brant, Vi, p. 525. "Mary Cutts Hemoir, pp. 17,
25, CP, LC.

9John C. Pavne to Dr. James H. Causten, Jr., HMHMarch
12, %52, Kunkel Collection, Greenshoro Historical Museum.
(Hereafter, KC, GHM).

lOThe house still stands at the south-east corner
of H Street and Madison Place. James Madison had pur-

chased it from his brother-in-law, iltichard Cutts. The
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house has underrnane extensive alterations; originally,
it had two stories and an attic with dormer windows, and
an entrance on Lafayette Square. See Anthony, p. 33%3;
Eberlein and Hubbard, pp. 275-284.

llDuring several of her absences from Vashington,
Dolley Madison rented the house. See Eberlein and Hubbard,
p. 279. Also, Cornelia Roosevelt to D. P. Madison, Nov-
ember 12, 1&42, DiP, II, LC; D. P. Madison to Richard
Smith, November 30, 1&42, #uSSQ, Coles Collection, AL.
(Hereafter, /48859, CC, AL).

.lZAnnie Payne was the daughter of John C. Pawvne,
Mrs. Madison's brother. Dolley !fadison returned to

Vashington in late November, 18L43. See John Sioussa to
D. P. Madison, November 15, 1843, DiMP, III, LC; Mary
Cutts to D. P. Madison, |probably November_] , 1843, DMP,
I1I, LC.

13p. P. Madison to Richard Cutts, May 7, n.d.,
CP, LC.

lh(copy), Agreement between D. P. Hadison and
John Jacob Astor, August 16, 1842, DiP, III, LC.

lSEarlier, she had sold some land to Thomas
Newman of Orange. For the most complete account of sales,
see Deed between D. P. Madison, J. P. Todd, and Henry W.
Moncure, August 1, 1844, Deed Book XXXIX, pp. 416-418,
Orange County Court House. (Hereafter, OCCH).

101p14.

17 (copy), DMP, IV, LC.

18Deed between Henry W. Moncure, Catharine Cary,
and Benjamin Thornton, October 14, 1848, Deed Book XLI,
pp. 42-48, OCCH. 1In 1854, Thornton sold the estate. Cee
Deed between Benjamin Thornton and Villiam H. Mcfarland,
January 4, 1854, Deed Book XLIII, pp. 102-103, OCCH.
Mcfarland was {rom Richmond. | |

190ctober 22, 1844, DMP, IV, LC.

20k ovember 25, 1845, DMP, V, LC. Also, J. P.
Todd -to D. P. Madison, January 31, 184k, DMP,-IiI, LC.

21(cop_y) Deed of Gift of Household Furniture at
Montpelier & Toddsberthe between D. P. Madison and J. P.
Todd, July 16, 184k, #2988, Box 22, AL.
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22John Payvne Todd, Letters and Memo anda,lShh—
1847, p. 56, LC. (Herealtér, Todd Memorandas.

23J. P. Todd to D. P. Madison, December 31,
1843, DMP, III, LC.

2hppril 23, 1846, DMP, VI, LC.

25T0dd Memoranda, p..89, LC.

26Ibid, p. 90.

2MNovember, 184k, DMP, IV, 1C. Also, D. P.
lMadison to Richard Smith, June 2, 13845, /4889, CC, AL.

28Richard Smith to D. P. HMadison, July 6, 1343,
DMP, VIII, LC; D. P. Madison to Richard Smith, July 7,
1848, DMP, VIII, LC; D. P. Madison to J. P. Todd, July
10, 1848, DMP, VIII, LC.

29Apreement between D. P. Madison, J. P. Todd,
and Charles W. Pairo, August 18, 1848, Lincoln Collection,

Chicago Historical Society. (Hereafter Madison-Pairo
silver asreement, LC, CHS). :

30ciark, pp. 503-504.
-31Congress paid $25,000 for the papers, but re-

leased only $5000. The remainder was placed in trust, to
keep it out of the reach of Payne Todd. Brant, VI, p.

52Ll-o

32Account of James C. McGuire, entered July &,
1851, Estate of Dnlly P. Madison, ;2986, 0. 5., Record
Group 21, Washington National Records Center, éuitland,
Maryland. (Hereafter, DPI Lstate, WNRC).

33March 16, 1850, DMP, IX, LC.

3bpebruary 4, 1840, CP, LC.

35Brant, VI, p. 525+

3November 15, 1849, DMP, IX, LC.

) 37(copy), Dr. James H. Causten, Jr. to John
C. Payne, February 12, 1852, KC,  GHHM.

38
“DPM kstate, WNRC.

39Information from the Municipal Building, July,
1970, Washington, D.C.
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“Opup, 1x, LC.
bl 4., KC, GHM. See Causten's reply to Mary
Cutts, March 3, 1851, KC, GHM.

hZAnnie Payne Causten, List of Articles given to
her by D. P. Madison, n.d., KC, GHH.

ABAnnie Payne Causten; list entitled "Ours," n.d.,
KC, GHM. '

thoseph H. Bradley to Dr. James H. Causten, Jr.,
March 14, 1851, KC, GHIM. Also, Bradley to Causten, July
7, 1851, and reply, Causten to Bradley, July 7, 1851, KC,
GHRM.

45Brant, VI, p. 525.

héWill of John Payne Todd, December 31, 1851,
Will Book XI, p. 476, OCCH.

L7These articles included some of Dolley ladison's
clothing. See Dr. James H. Causten, Jr. to John C. Payne,
February 12, 1852, KC, GHM. Also, Causten to Payne,
February 25, 1852, KC, GHHM.

3
bBpecount of James C. McGuire, entered Janvary 3,
1873, Estate of John P. Todd, #5499 0.S., Record Group 21,
WNRC. (Hereafter, JPT Estate).
Q
\ h’Dr. James H. Causten, Jr. to John C. Payne,
February 25, 1852, KC, GHHM.

SO(COP"T) Febr'uary 16, 1852’ KC, GHil.

510austen went to Orange before the sale, and ar-
ranged to purchase these items. OSee Dr. James H. Causten,
Jr. to Annie Payne Causten, Montpelier, September 20, 1852,
KC, GHi. Dr. James Hiden to Dr. James H. Causten, dJr.,
(JTount Peloso, October 10, 1852, KC, GHHM. List of articles
purchased Lv Dr. James H. Causten, Jr., n.d., $20.30,
KC, GHM. For information on Hiden, see Scott, p. 129.

52James Gnodin, "Inventory of Articles and Docu-
ments in the Neva Kunkel Estate,'" rev., February 21, 1957
(typewritten manuscript), KC, GHM.

*3Mary Cutts Hemoir, pp. 17-18, CP, LC.

Shgingleton, II, p. 220.
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Sslbid.
56

Tbid., p. 3k
>"Thid., p. 179,
58, . )
Ibldo, I’ ppo 5)9—90.

591bid., p. 122.

®01bid., p. 91-15k, esp. 109-130.

61Ibid., p. 1873 for the inventory, see pp. 178-
187.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Catalogue

1
SIDE CHAIR (one of a pair)--1770-1785 (B)
Probably Virginia :
Mahogany. Secondary wiod, southern pine.
H: 343 We: 20%; D: 17
Comrient: The legs of these chairs have been shorten-
ede In both cases, the upholstery is not
original.
Collection: 1) The Greensboro Historical lMuseum (loan).
2) Mrs. N.K. Lyons, Willows, California
(shown here).

Photograph by the writer.

The'early date and southern character of these
chairs suggest liadison, Sr. ownership. The elder lMadison
owned "3 Leather Bottomed [?hairé];" this pair could

have belonged to the trio. (Appendix VIII).

The Lyons chair descended through the family of
President Médison’s niece, Nelly Conway Madison Willis
(d. 1865); to John Willis, her scn; to Nelly Conway
Willis, his dauchter; to Lewis Byrd Willis, her son,
who zave it to his niece, Dor.'o‘thy Madison Mfulick Lyons.?
The matching chair belongs to Irs. Whit{icld Cobb of
Blacksburg, Virrsinia. HMrs. Cobb (née llargaret Lee Pollock)
is the great-great granddaughter of Nelly Conway Madison
Willis; 1like Mrs. Lyvons, she inherited the chair from

3

the descendants of this ancestor.

120
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2
CIDbl CHAIR--1773
Iredericksourg or Falmouth, Virginia <ED

2lack walnut

- S Tr hl

33y W (seat) 20i%; D: 163

onment: The seat has been re-upholstered.

(@R
O e

Collection: HMrs. N.K. Lvons, Willows, California.

Photograph by the writer.

Arniong the manuscripts at Vinterthur there is an
account book kept by an unidentified cabinetmaker,_  who
worked in Fredericksburg or Falimouth during the 1760's
and 1770's. In 1773 he received a commission from Janes
radison, Sr.:

Col. Jame's sadison _ Dr.

1773 june 27th.
To one Chircetree Clock case £3~10=0

“Julr 12th. Tn 2 four foot Dinning
Tables wt. -walnuﬁ] six legs 2= 0-=0

Jully 20th.
finisnt. a Pine Book case 1- 5=0

Seotr. 2d. 1773
finisht. 12 marlborough Chairs
Walnut ‘ - 6= 6==0

Septr. 1lth.
finisht a Corner Table 2-6 0=12=6

Sept. 22d.
To one naple Bedstead
with Lathed Bottom 0=15=0
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2

Jenry 13th.
finisht. one Cabinet of Chirritree &= 0=0

15th.
finisht. one maple Bedstead
Lath Bottonm 0=15=0
23=03~=0
To 2 Pickter frames 0= 3=0
2 = =
to Mr. James's Riding
Chair 10 davs o« o .
Aprill
28 To one Chist of D [Xed. out)
Drawers 2= 5=0
1774 25=11=0
7-—. 9::8
18= 1=8
Iir. James's Riding Chair 1
19= 1=8
Cr. Bv Cash 0=12=0 l
Ballance due £18= 9=8

All of this furniture was included in James
Madison's 1402 inventorv. The "1 Doz. walnut chairs (hair
bottoms)" must have been the "12 marlborough Chairs Walnut"

listed in the account book. (Appendix VIII). In all

probabilitw, this side chair came from that set.

Like the side chairs discussed in the preceding
entrv, this chair descended throush the family of Nelly
Conway lMadison Willis: to Mary Lee Willis, her great-

5

granddaughter: to IMrs. Lvons, her niece.
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3

SIDE CHAIR--1775-1785 (C)

France

European beech

H: 34: VW: (seat) 18 1/8: D: 161

Comment: The chair has been completely stripped.
Upholsterv and seat stuffing are not original.

Collection: Mrs. Thomas Delashmutt, "Oak Hill," Aldie
Virginia.

Photograph: Allen, Middleburs, Virginia.

This Louis XVI chair could have heen among
the articles sent from France by James ionroe in the
1790ts. When Dolley Hadison sold Montpelier in 1844, it
remained in the house, and passed into the hands of
Benjamin Thornton. Ann and Ellen P. Thornton, his

daughters, inherited the chair.

In 1927 the Thornton sisters sold it to Frank C.
Littleton, then the owner of "Oak Hill." 1In 1952, IMrs.
Delashmutt acquired the chair at a sale of Littleton's

furniture.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



126

o e msb s

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



127

L

SIDE CHAIR-- 1790-1810 (C)
Marvrland
Mahosany

H: 40 1/8; W: (seat) 21 3/4; D: 17

Comnment: The casters, stuffed seat, and upholstery
are not original.

Collection: The Smithsonian Institution.
Photograph: The Smithsonian Institution, Negative
167297.

When Dolley Payne married John Todd in 1790,
the Federal stvle was coming into fashion. This simple
heart-vack chair could have been among the "Thirpy-six
IMahogany & Yindsor Chairs'" listed in the attorney's in-

ventory. (Appendix VI).

Todd, Sr., probably ovmed some Federal furniture
at the time of his death. Dolley Todd inherited %6
Mahogany Chairs with hair bottoms-- £15" from his estate.
(Appendix VII). The high value assigned to these chairs
suggests that fhey were 'mew." This mahogany chair could

have belonged to that set.

The side chair has a lMcGuire history: James C.
McGuire; to Joseph IMcGuire, his son; to Major James C.
McGuire, his son. In 1931, Major McGuire gave it to the

Smithsonian Institution.
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ARMCHAIR--1790-1320 (B)
Possibly Virginia
Painted wood. Secondary wood, tulip (seat).
H: 31%; Ws: (seat) 20; D: 18 3/L
Comment: Original dark green ground with striped
yellow trim on stiles, crest, arms, and legs.

Collection: The Smithsonian Institution.
Photograph: The Smithsonian Institution, Negative

i

ir7€173.

This entry and No. 4 have identical histories.
According to Major McGuire, the chair originally belonged
to Thomas Jeflerson. Vhen it was inherited by Joseph
McGuire, the Jefferson history, written in James Madison's

hand, appeared on a label pasted to the bottom of the seat.

Unfortunately, this document has disappeared.

The Jefferson-Madison association is logical.
Jefferson might have given the chair to his friend; or,
Madison could have purchased it at the 1827 Monticello

sale of Jeffersonts furniture.7

In terms of design and construction, this armchair
exhibits an interesting combipgtion of elemenﬁs borrowed
from the French Louis XVI style and the American Vindsor
chair tradition. Jefflerson designed some furniture and
had it made in the cabinet shop at Monticello.8 Perhaps

this chair was made in his shop.
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In the front chamber of Dolley Madison's
Lafayette Square house there was "An old arm chair of Ir.
Jefferson's." (Appendix XI). Presumably, this was the

painted armchair in question.
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6

ARMCHAIR--1200-1620 (B)

American?

Mahogany :

H: 39 3/4' W: (vack) 211; D: 19 3/4

Commentq The seat and lower back have been reinforced
with leather straps.

Collectjon: HMrs. N.K. Lyons, Willows, California.

Photogrgph by the writer.

Describing the furnishings of the drawing room
at Montpelier, Mary Cutts wrote: "IMr. Madison's favorite
seat wag a campeachy chair."9 By comparison with other
American chairs of this type, the lMadison example adheres
more closely to original Spanish models.10 The "Spanish"
tooled leather is original; only the simple stringing
on the grched crést sucggests the possibility of Aneri-

can manylacture.

The chair descended through the family of James
lHadison's niece, Kelly Conway IMadison Willis; to Ambrose
Madison Villis, her great-grandson; to the present owner,

his gregt-niece.
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.
DROP-LEAF TABLE--1790-1815 (c)
Maryland or Virzinia

Mahogany. Secondary wood, southern pine.
H: 28 3/4; W: (closed) 20%; D: 42

t
i

Collection: Mrs. Charles Henry Paulson, Santa Cruz,
California.

Photogréph by the writer.

When the leaves are extended, this table has a
width of 624", indicating that it probably served as a
dining table. James and Dolley Madison entertained a
large number of visitors at Montpelier. In 1328, HMargaret
Bayard Smith found twenty-three guests staying in the

house.12

Obviously the Madisons needed tables which could
be extended to accommodate large groups, then closed for
efficient storage. This table could have been among the
"3 folding-leaf mahogany sidetables' in the dining room

at Montpelier. (Appendix X).

It descended throuzh the family of James Madison's
sister, Sarah :adison ilacon;  to James ladison tlacon, her
son; to Reuben Conway Macon, his son; to Kate Conway
Macon, his daughter; to Charles Henry Paulson, her son by

her first marriace: to his widow, the present owner.13
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