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^ - Dedicated to the Memory of 
- - Nancy Lee McKenna 

The KIDS COUNT in Delaware Fact Book 1996 is dedicated to Nancy Lee McKenna, one of the founding 
members oUthe KIDS COUNT in Delaware Steering Committee. A cliildren's advocate for many years, Nancy 
served as chairwoman of the Delaware Coalition for Children and Delaware ACTION for Families and Children. 
In 1980, Governor Pierre S. du Pont IV appointed her to the Foster Care Review Board where she served as 

I, Vice Chairperson from 1983 untiLl996. From 1983 to 1989 she wrote "A Child is Waiting," a monthly series in 
. 'r/f;eAfew/owma/aboutchildrenavailableforadoption. -

. > Nancy also helped establish Adoptive Families with Information and Support, a group of people who adnpt 
i minority children. She was active in the North American Council on Adoptive Children, serving on its national 
' board of directors as well as.state chairwoman.., -

Nancy McKenna served as a model for those who care about the lives of children. A highly effective advocate, a 
compassionate colleague and a priceless human being, she will remain a shining example for all. 
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A Message from KIDS COUNT in Delaware 

. , ' " ' ' M agree that the future of our society is critically dependent upon the health and welfare of our 
•; - V ' children. However, since children are invested with little power or influence, their needs often go 

' . . " unmet unless committed adults assume the responsibility to act in their interest. 

KIDSCOUNT, a project of the Annie E.Casey Foundation, is a national and state-by-state effort to 
• _ > . . J" - ;: track the status of children in the United States. By providing policymakers and citizens with 
/ ,, ' ry ^ - benchmarks of child well-being, KIDS COUNT seeks to enrich local, state, and national discussions 

^ - concerning ways to secure better lives for all children. KIDS COUNT in Delaware is dedicated to 
/ ' f • improving the lives of Delaware's children by making adult Delawareans accountable for the future 

of our youth. In order to accomplish this goal, KIDS COUNT in Delaware collects, publishes and 
disseminates key data relevant to the status of our state's children. 

- • In this second edition, J([7Z)5 COf/iVT iM iJefflifflre fflcf Boofe 199^, the data for Delaware 
_ ' ~ childremon ten tracking indicators is presented and compared with national benchmark data 

• . • - - V . collected and published by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. It is intended that the reader will 
. . - r ' obtain an accurate profile of the status of Delaware's youth, both on an absolute and relative 

^ ' , y (to U.S. norms) basis. Much additional data are included, particularly in areas relevant to teen 
' '' " : f ^ pregnancy. KIDS COUNT in Delaware has placed a special priority on understanding and . 

< T' r \ addressing the disturbing statewide and national trends with regard to this indicator. In the near 
~ - future KIDS COUNT in Delaware will publish two useful documents which focus on this issue— 

Helping Teens Delay Parenting: A "Best Practices" Study 2S\AVoices of Delaware's 
Children: Delaware teenagers talk to each other about sex and teen pregnancy. 

- ; • . ) . " Just a few comments about using this year's Fact Book. The AjDpeKt/bc includes a number of new 
' - data tablesto provide additional detail beyond the 1995 book. Some readers have inquired as to the 

. • reason for using data that is 2-3 years "old" at the time of Fact Book publication. This is due to a 
' '' significant lag time inherent in the collection, analysis and availability of many of the categories of 

~ V, ;-i y data reported. The reader will also notice that the upper age limit for "child" differs froth 17 to 19 . 
' - - V A years in data sets. This is related to variations in the methods used to collect the data, which are 

V -, ^ taken from numerous sources. 

7 r What does KIDS COUNT in Delaware ask that you do with this information? 

.  f .  y ,  ' ,  -  t  U s e  t h e  d a t a  i n  r e p o r t s ,  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  g r a n t  p r o p o s a l s ,  l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t s ,  e t c .  

• c _ -' " • Advocate for the well-being of Delaware's children using the data as a valuable and 
necessary^ resource. 

Disseminate the data to everyone who is or should be interested in the future of our children, so 
I. ; - that we can increase the depth and breadth of the community of individuals in our state who are 

• ' , . V , concerned about the status of our youth. 

U - f  We at KIDS COUNT in Delaware welcome your comments and suggestions as to how we may 
. . ' : • better serveyou in your efforts to improve the lives of our children. Please join us in this-

- ^ 7 >- / important mission. 

. 7 Steven A. Dowshen, M.D. 
\ ^ ^ 77 , 7. Chair, Data Committee 

, 7 - " - '' 777y v : KIDS COUNT in Delaware 
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MDS COUNT in Delaware 

• f  

KIDS COUNT in Delaware is a project funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation which profiles 
the status of children in Delaware hy tracking indicators of economic well-heing, health, safety, 
and education. The, objective of this project is to promote widespread ownership and , 
accountability for improving those indicators. : -

/y 
The ten featured indicators in this hook have been chosen hy the national KIDS COUNT , 
project because they provide a picture of the actual condition of children rather than a 
summary of prograins delivered or funds expended on behalf of children. These indicators 
have three attributes: 

1) They reflect a broad range of influences affecting the well-heing of children. 

2) They reflect experiences across the developmental stages from birth through 
early adulthood. . 

3) They are consistent across states and over time, permitting legitimate comparisons. 

The featured indicators are: 

1) Births to teens . 

2) Low birth weight babies : 

3) Infant deaths - U -

4) Child deaths 1-14 ' b 

5) Teen violent deaths 15-19 

6) Teen violent Prime arrests 

7 ) .  Schoo l  d ropou t s  

8) Teens not in school " 
and not in labor force >• ~ 

9) Children in poverty - ; 

10) Children in one-parent families 

Delaware Compared to U.S. 

i/j 2 
Better than ^ "Worse than _ 

U.S. Average •< U.S. Average 

Births to teens' 

Low birth weight babies 

Infant deaths 

Child deaths 1-14 

Teen violent deaths 15-^19 

Teen violent crime arrests 

School dropouts 

Teens not in school -
and not in labor force 

Children in poverty 

Children in one-parent families 
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KIDS COXTNT in Delaware is focusing special attention on Births to Teens! Early parenting is, 
^ both a contributing factor to, and an outcome of, many of the other indicators. In interviews 
with policy makers, educators, service providers, and others interested in children's well-being 
throughout the state, births to teens was identified as the issue most timely to address -
because it typically restricts the developmental process of two generations of children. 

By providing insight into the magnitude of the problem aind the geographic areas in which 
adolescents are in special need of help, KIDS COUNT in Delaware is conrributing to the state­
wide effort to help adolescents delay parenting. In this bpok, we have presented data on birth 
rates of teens 15-17 in the U.S., Delaware, individual counties, and census tracts throughout 
the state. Birth rates for adolescents 15-19 and unmarried teens are repotted for the U.S., 
Delaware, and the counties in Delaware. 

With each indicator, we have noted its association to other indicators. For example, teen 
parenting is highly related to school dropouts, low birth weight babies, infant mortality, 
children in one-parent families, and children in poverty. Growing up in poverty increases 
many risks, including adolescent parenting and dropping out of school. Growing up in a 
single-parent family increases the likelihood of living in poverty, dropping out of school, and, 
becoming an adolescent parent. Reducing adolescent parenting is one way to break this cycle 
of poor outcomes for children and youth. ' 



Sources of Data 
The data are reported primarily for three time frames; ' , " 

1) Annual data for 1993 

2) Three-year and five-year averages through 1993 
' to minimize the fluctuations of single-year data and 

' " provide more realistic pictures of children's outcomes 

3) Annual, 3-year, or 5-year average data for a decade or 
", ' longer to illustrate trends and-permit long-term 

f comparisons 

Much of the data are provided by the Center for Applied 
Demography and Survey Research, University of Delaware, and 
are gathered primarily from: " 

1) U.S. Bureau of the Census . 

2) National Center for Health Statistics • . 

/ : 3) Population Reference Bureau _ - - ^ ; 

4) Delaware Health Statistics Center -j 

3'? ' ̂ 5) Delaware Economic Development Office / 7 

6) Delaware Department of Public Instruction 

1 7) Statistical Analysis Center 

Households with Children 0-17 

350 350 
• Ibtal Households 

„ 300 ^ Households with Children under 18 ^^0 

• Percent Househdds with Children under 18 • 

1 200 

° 150 

1 100 
O 
^ 50^ 

n ' Percent Households with ChUdreo. 

50% 

1950 . 1960 1970 1980 " 1990 2000 

Source: Center for Applied .Demography and Survey Research, 
University of Delaware 

The percentage of households with children has been 
.slowly declining since I960. The greater rate of increase 
injhe number of households without children than 
households with children is due primarily to nfore 
one-person households. Aging of the population is also -
contributing to an increased number of households. 
without young children, especially older married couples.. 

KIDS COUNT in Delaware 



Population Estimate 
and Age Distribution 

Delaware, 1993 

Total Estimated Population 
Delaware Total 693,067 

^Total Children 0-19 192,679 
Children 0-4 53,575 
Children 5-9 49,149 
Children 10-14 _ ^^6,428 
Children 15-19 43,527 

Source: Delaware Population Consortium , 

Nfote: This book reports 1993 data because it is the most 
recent year for which data are available for both" 
Delaware arid the U.S. on the indicators. 

Age Distribution 
Delaware by County, 1993 

New Castle County 
Total Population 455,222 

Children 0-19 124,843 

Kent County 
Total Population 

Children 0-19 

Sussex County 
Total Population 

Children_0-19 

116,844 
35,639 

121,001 
32,197 

KIDS COUNT in Delaware 



Overview 

'j 

KIDS COUNT National Rank -
Delaware's rank among the 
50 states in 1 993, 1 being the 
best and 50 being the worst. 

Definitions 

Birth Rate - number of 
births per 1,000 females in 
the same age group 

Low Birth Weight Babies -
percentage of infants 
weighing less than 2,500 ' . 
grams (5.5 lbs.) at birth 
(includes very low birth 
weight) . , 

Infant Mortality Rate -
number of deaths occurring^in 
the first year of life per 1,000 
live births 

Child Death Rale - number 
of deaths per 100,000 
children 1-14 

Teen Violent Death Rate -
number of violent deaths 
per 100,000 teenagers , 
15-1 9; includes accidents,, 
homicides, and suicides 

Delaware bet^er than U.S. 5-yr. average Delaware worse than U.S. 5-yr. overage 

• > -

-r" 
-- - )"• 

.A 

'' -V. 

vf - , • . -- T 

-

U.S. Average *-

Births to Teens 
Per 1,000 Girls 15-17 
Five Year Averages, 1989-93: Delaware — 42.3 

U.S. . "-Tas 

1993: Delaware 39 • U.S. 38 

Low Birth Weight Babies 
Percent of Live Births 
Five Year Averages, 1989-93: Delaware - 7.7 

U.S. - 6. 

1993: Delaware 7.8 •-0.5, 7.2 

infant Mortality 
Rate Per 1,000 Live Births 
Five Year Averages, 1989-93: Delaware^— 

U.S.-8.9 

1993: Delaware 8.8 • U.S. 8.4 

Chiid Deaths 
Rate Per 100,000 Children 1-14 _ 
Five Year Averages, 1989-93: Deiawa^^^^^ 

U.S.-30.4 

1993: Delaware 28 • U.S. 30 

ii 

Teen Violent Deaths 
Per 100,000 Teens 15-19 , - ^ 
Five Year Averages, 1989-93: Delaware - 49.9 

U.S.-'69.rf»M— ' 

Delaware 47 - U.S. 69 ^ 

KIDS COUNT in Delaware 



Deioware better than U.S. 5-yr. average Delaware worse than U.S. 5-yr. average 

U.S. Average 

Juvenile Violent Crime Arrests 
Per 1,000 Children, 10-17 
1993: Delaware-7.1 

U.S. - 4.9 
KIDS COUNT NaHonal Rank 

not established 

High School Drop-Outs 
Percent of Teens Ages 16-19 
Three Year Averages, 1992-94: Delaware - 9.0 

U.S. - 9.2 

C. 

... ^ 

KIDS COUNT - ̂  
National 1 

Rank 1993 " 
1993: Delaware 7 • U.S. 9 

Teens Not Attending School 
and Not Working 
Percent of Teens, Ages 16-19 
Three Year Averages, 1992-94. Delaware — 6.0 

U.S. -10.0 

W Yeor Averages Delaware 6 • U.S. 10 KIDS COUNT ^ 
Notional 

Rank 1993 ^ 

Children in Poverty 
Percent of Children 
Three Year Averages, 1992-94: Delaware — 13.3 

U.S.-22.5 
Five Year Averages pelaware 1 1 • U.S. 21 KIDS COUNT _ 

National 1 
Rank 1993 " 

KIDS COUNT National Rank -
Delaware's rank among the 
50 states in 1 993; 1 being the 
best and 50 being the worst. 

Definitions 
Juvenile Violent Crime 
Arrest Rate - number of 
arrests for violent crimes per 
1,000 children 10-17; 
includes homicide, forcible 
rape, robbery, and 
aggravated assault 

High School Drop-Outs -
percentage of youths T6-19 
who pre not in school and 
not high school grads 

Teens Not Attending School 
and Not Working -
percentage of teenagers 
16-1 9 who ore not in school 
and not employed 

Children in Poverty -
percentage of children in 
poverty; in 1 993 the 
poverty threshold for a 
one-parent,: two-child 
family was $11,642. 
For a family of four with 
two children, the threshold 
was $14,664. 

Children in One-Parent 
Households - percentage 
of children living with one ^ 
parent. Families with Children 
Headed by a Single Parent 
is a National KIDS COUNT 
indicator. 

Children in One-Parent Households 
Percent of children Ages 0-17 
Three Year Averages, 1992-94: D^aware — M.S" 

U.S.-28.8 s 
Percent of Families with Children Headed by a Single Porent 

Delaware 27 • U.S^ 26 KIDS COUNT ^ ̂  
National 

Rank 1993 

Five Year Averages 
1991-95 

'  :- , .V 

' • '"'M • c,-. - • 
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Births to Teens 15—17 \, 

f i t  f t  f  f t  I S  W s -

Between 80% and 90% of teen pregnancies are unintended. Pregnancy is 
unexpected and unwelcome because it interrupts schooling and requires 
that teens focus on dependent children when they should be continuing to 
develop socially, educationally and physically. 

There is considerable evidence that early motherhood imposes economic 
disadvantages on both generations. In the U.S. about 40% of mothers ivho 
give birth during their teen years graduate from high school, and only 4% 
graduate from college. With limited education and less likelihood of 
marrying than non-parenting teens, early motherhood severely restricts 
opportunities for economic self-sufficiency. 

Definition 
. Birth Rate - number of 
births per 1,000 females in 
the some age group 

V -
-5: 

\ 

X .. 

.v-3 

i 
1 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

Outcomes of Teen Motherhood 
Comparison of women 20-30 years old who had a teen birth 
with women 20-30 years old who did not hove a teen birth 

No Teen Birth 

In Poverty On Welfare High School Dropout 

Source: Tabulations from Panel Study of Income Dynamics, by Saul Hoffman, University of Defoware 

X • 

Although long-term research has shown that some teen mothers are quite resilient, the greater _ 
hardship falls on their children. One reason children are more vulnerable than their parents is 
that interventidhs are often available only on a short-term basis and do not take into account 

; children's long-term developmental needs. 

, Infants born to teen mothers are at greater risk for low birth weight, infant mortality, and living 
in poverty. Poverty is the greatest predictor of poor outcomes for children. Poor children are ^ 
less likely to get appropriate medical care, be ready for school, have school success, and 

-graduate from high school. And there is a high probability that they will repeat the cycle and 
become teen parents. : 

KIDS COUNT in Delaware 



Births to Teens 15-17 
Delaware Compared to U.S. 

45 

„ 

84- 85-
88 89 

Five Year Averages 
92 

Births to Teens 15-17 
Delaware and Counties 

84-
88 

Five Year Averages 

Sources: PopulaHon Reference Bureau, NoHonal KIDS COUNT; Child Trends, Inc.; 
Center for Applied Demography and Survey Research, University of Delaware 

The birth rate for 15-17 year old females in Delaware has consistently been higher than the 
U.S. rate, and the gap appears to be widening. In 1993,'32 states had lower birth rates for 
15-17 year old females than Delaware.- - _ 

Sussex County continues to have the highest birth rates for this age group, However, birth: 
rates in^ome census tracts in Wilmington exceed census tractxates in Sussex Cpunty. 
See pages 14-17. ^ 

For more information see 
Percentage of Babies with 
Low Birth Weight by Age 
oncl Race of Mother p. 21 

infant Deaths Per 1,000 Live 
Births by Age of Mother p. 23 -

Children in Poverty p. 34-35 

Children in One-Parent -
Households p. 36-37 

Tables 4-8 P- 43-47 e 

Table 10-n - p. 48-49---} 

- -
- jr V -:v--

' -- Si • 
Sj. 

• . .  •  s - - .  

,r 

KIDS COUNT in Delaware 



z~ 

Births to Teens 15-17 

•-

I  >7  r  

\ .^-r  

••• , " S'. :•• L ' 
.. • . '•s.-^-- "• - • 

Birth Rates for Girls 1 5-1 7 
by Census Tract, Delaware, Five-Year Average, 1989-93 

Births per 1000 females 
15-17 years of age 

0 to 30 
'm~' 31 to 50 

•H 101 to 150 
•M 151 to 200 
••1201 to 250 -

f -

K-- > • 

O 

Source:^ Center for Applied Demography and Survey Research, University of Delaware. 
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Births to Teens 15—17 

."V 

'  -\  

"•v" . ,). - ' -

^  • / '  

V. _ •. 
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BIrtk Rates for Girls 15-17 
by Census Tract, Kent County, Five-Year Average, 1989-93 

Tlie birth rates shown here ore delineated by census 
tracts. The areas with teen birth rates over 50 are 
shown with census tract numbers. For census tract 
descriptions, call Evelyn Pearson or Michael Mahaffie 
at the State Data Center (302) 737-4271. 

Source: Center for Applied Demography and Survey 
Research, University of Delaware. 

Births per 1000 females 
15-17 years of age 

0 to 30 

31 to 50 

51 to 75 

76 to 100 
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Birth Rates for Girls 1 5-1 7 
by Census Tract, Sussex County, Five-Year Average, 1989-93 

The birth rates shown here ore delineated by census 
tracts. The areas With teen birth rates over 50 are 
shown with census tract numbers. For census tract 
descriptions, call Evelyn Pearson or Michael Mahaffie 
at the State Data Center (302) 737-4271. 

Source: Cenler for Applied Demography and Survey 
Research, University of Delaware. 

Births per 1000 females 
15-17 years of age 

0 to 30 
31 to 50 
5r to 75 
76 to lOO 

•• .-V V , V 
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Births to Teem 15-19 "S^-P 

>4' 1 .. 

•i;--
i.! ^ -V-

r 

y 

• •'P- : • ., /• „ 

••^ -. 

> 

.-r r 
l'. 

• jp -> y • • • 

• '• "C^'l 

—-:L . / '  J .. y ' '• --

^ < "x--> 

,. , .. 
f • 

•• , - ' 

v.. 

While the birth rate for all Delaware 
teens 15-19 is lower than the national 
rate, the birth rate for this age group in 
Kent and Sussex Counties exceeds both 
the state and the national rateT 

Births to Teens 15-17 
as shown on page 13 

It g- if ii- if_ if if ii- if 

60 r 

Births to 
Delaware Compared to U.S. 

79- 80- 81- 82- 83- 84- 85- 86- 87-
83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90- 91 

Five Year.Averoges 

Births to Teens 15-19 
Delaware and Counties .-fs'"-

79: 80- 81- 82-
83 84 8_5- 86 

83- 84- 85- 86-
87 88 89 90 

Five Year Averages 

: Sources: Population Reference Bureau, Notional KIDS COUNT; Child Trends, inc.; 
Center lor Applied Demography and Survey Research, University af Delaware 
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More teen mothers in Kent and Sussex Counties are married at the time ofthe , 
child's birth than are the same-age mothers in New Castle County. The birth rate 
for unmarried teen mothers in New Castle County is higher than the rate for the 
state, and the rates for all three counties are higher than the.national rate. This 

. "phenomenon contributes to a higher rgte of children in single-parent families in-
Delaware thaain the U.S. 

Births to Unmarried Teen Mothers 
Delaware Compared to U.S. 

Five Year Averages 

Births to Unmarried Teen Mothers 
Delaware and Counties 

Five Year Averages . , 

Sources: Population Reference Bureau, National KIDS COUNT; Child Trends,'jnc.; 
Center for Applied Demography and Survey Research, University of Delaware 



Low Birth Weight Babies rr 

Impact'- ''••-•: • "• ' ^ -/v ^ ^ • -" '~ ^ 
Low birth weight is the single most reliable predictor of infant mortality. 
Low birth weight is also associated with prolonged expensive hospitaliza­
tions, with persistent health problems throughout childhood and into 
adulthood, and ivith an increased risk for developmental delays and 
disabilities. Many low birth weight babies also have major birth defects. " 

Definitions 

Neonatal - the period from birth 
to 27 days 

Infancy - the period from birth to 
one year 

Low Birth Weight - less than 
2,500 grams (5.5 lbs.) (includes 
very low birth weight) 

Very Low Birth Weight - less than 
1,500 grams (3.3 lbs.)_ 

Adequate Prenatal Care -
adequacy of prenatal care as 
measured by the Kessner Index 

Low Birth Weight Babies 
Delaware Compared to U.S. 

3.0 

82- 83- 84- 85-
86 _ 87 ,88 89 

86- 87-
90 91 

Five Year Averages 

92 

V 

c - •••-i 

V .  ^ \ <• \ . . ._ 

- •••' ' .." ^ .. I ••'r-d: . •• •• 

,r -'J" " 
• h Y •' 
i  '  •  "  - '  • •  •  c c.'"- "•• '  

) 

Low Birth Weight Babies 
Delaware and Counties 

81- 82- - 83- 84- 85- 86-
85 86 87 88 89 \ 90 

Five Year Averages 

88- 89-
92 93 

Source; Delaware Health Statistics Center/Delaware Health and Social Services 
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Percentage of Babies with 

Low Birth Weight 
by Age and Race of Mother 

Low birfh weight babies in Delaware represent: 

7.7% of all infants born 

10.5% of births to teenagers 

7.9% of births to women 20-24 years old 

6,5% of births to women 25-29 years old 

7.7% of inrlhs to-women 30+ years old 

5.8% of all births to White women 

13.5% of all births to Block women 

Note: Five-year average percentages, 1989-93 

Percentage of Babies with 

Very Low Birth Weight 
by Age and Race of Mother _ 

Very low birth weight babies in Delaware represent: 

2.4% of births to teenagers 

.} .7% of births to women 20-24 years old 

1.3% of births to women 25-29 years old 

S' ' ' 
1.6% of births to women 30+ years old 

1.0% of all births to White women 

3.5% of all births to Black women 

" Note: Five-year average percentages, 1989-93 
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For more informarion see 
ji Infant Deaths Per 1,000 Live 

Births by Birth Weight • 
of Trifant p. 23 

Tables 9+1^ i p. 48-52 

Contributing factors 
1) Women Mfho do not get adequate prenatal care are more likely to give birth to low 
. birth weight babies. The Keener Index defines adequate prenatal care as (a) the first 

prenatal visit occurring during the first ^ - -
'trimester of pregnancy and (b) periodic 
visits throughout pregnancy totaling 
nine or more prenatal visits by the 36th 
week of gestation. Inadequate care is 

' defined as (a) the first prenatal visit ' 
occurring during the third trimester of 
jiregnancy or (b) four or fewer prenatal 
visits by the 34th weeks of gestation,,, 
When the time of the initial visit and the 
totalnumber of prenatal visits fails 
between these parameters, the 
adequacy of prenatal care is rated 

- intermediate. , % f , 

2) Poor health habits during pregnancy, 
- particularly at critical points in fetal 
development, contribute to low birth 

. weight, physical and mental impair-
cl_rment, and infant mortality. Early 

3 prenatal dare encourages mothers to, 
reduce, or abstain from, drug, alcohol, 

' and tobacco,use during pregnancy and 
: jtg eat healthy foods. 

Percentage of Live Birtfis to Mothers Who Hod 

Adequate Prenatal Care 
by Delaware, CounHes, 

and Wilmington 

73.7% of all births in Delaware 

83.3% of births to women in New Castle County 
outside of Wilmington 

58.9% of births to women in Kent County 

64.2% of births to women In Sussex County 

Delaware, 1993 

7^ 

Source: Delaware Health Statistics Center 

Percentage of Live Births to Mothers Who Had 

Adequate Prenatal Care 
by Age and Race of Mother 

73.7% of all births in Delaware 

52.1% of births to teenagers 

64.5% of births to women 20-24 years old 

80.9% of births to women 25-29 years old 

81.5% of births to women 30-35 years old 

i 
82.3% of births to women 35+ years old 

r.7 
78.7% of all births to White women \ z J 
57.6% of all births to Black women 

Delaware, 1993 

KIDS COUNTMn Delaware 
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Definitions 
Neonatal - the period from 
birth to 27 days 

- Post-neonatal - the period 
from 28 days to one year 

Infancy - the period from 
- birth to one year 

Infant Mortality Rate - deaths 
in the first year of life per 

, 1,000 live births ' y 

There were94 infant dehths in Delaware inl993. Seventy-three percent of those infants.died' 
in the first 27 days of life, the neonatal period: 

For the ,period 1989-1993, the neonatal death rate in Delaware was 7.2. This rate continues to' . 
be higher than the-national rate of 5.7 for the same period, while the post-neonatal rate of 3.1 
in Delaware is slightly lower than the national rate of 3.3. Based on five-year averages for 1989-
93, Delaware had a national rank on this indicator of 42nd among all states (see Table 16, page 
53). For 1993 only, Delaware had a KIDS COUNT national rank of 33. ^ 7 

Infant Mortality Rate 
Delaware Compared to U.S. 

78- 79- 80- 81-- 82- 83- 84- 85- 86- 87- 88-
82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 

Five Year Averages 
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KIOS COUNT in Delaware 

infant Mortality Rate 
Delaware and Counties 

78- 79- -80- 81- 82- 83- 84- 85- 86- 87- 88- 89-
82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Five Year Averages 
91 92 93 

- Source: Delaware Health Statistics Center/Delaware Health and Social Services 



Contributing factors 
Infant death rates are significantly influenced by economic and social factors: Higher infant 
death rates occur inxommunities in which seyeral of these factors are common: • 

Infant Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births by 
Birth Weight of Infcint 

Delaware 

<1500 
grams 

I All Races 

- o  

i 
<2500 
grams 

oq 00 r>s 
cs <N "sr O 

2500+ 
grams 

I White ip Black 

Note; Five-year overage percentages, 1989-93 
Live Birth Cohort 

a. Low birth weight babies 
b. Teen child bearing 
c. Births to single mothers " 
d. Low levels of educational achievement 

by mothers 

,  • •  : /  >  

~ For more information see 
Tables 16-21 p. 53-57 

Infant Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births by 
Age of Mother 

Delaware 

Teen (<20) 20-24 25-29 30+ 
years old years old years old years old 

I All Races I White I Black 

Note: Five-year overage percentages, 1989-93 
Live Birth Cohort 

Infant Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births by 
Maritai Status 

of Mother 
Delaware 

Married 

I Ail Races I Wliite I Black 

Note: Five-year average percentoges, 1989-93 
Live Birth Cohort 

Infant Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births by 
Education 
of Mother 

Delaware 

<12 years Hiqh school 1+years 
diploma college 

I All Races I White I Black 

Note: Five-year average percentages, 1989-93 
Live Birth Cohort 

KIDS COUNT in Delaware 
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Child Deaths, Children 1-14 Years of Age 

Definitions 
Child Death Rote - number of 
deaths per 100,000 children i;-j 
divided by age groups: 1 to 4 x 

. and 5 to 14 

Unintentional injuries - accidents, 
including motor vehicle crashes 

"S 

x) '  

According to National KIDS COUNT, in 1993,15 states had lower child death rates than 
Delaware. Between 1985 and 1993, there has been a 35% improvement in this indicafor 
in the state. 

Child Deaths 
Delaware Compared to U.S. 

50 

c 45 
0) 

12 
Ic u 40 
o o o 
o 35 
o 

<£ 30 
£ 

.£ 25 
o 
a 

20 
82- 83- 84- 85- 86- 87- 88- 89-
86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 

Five Year Averages 

Child Deaths 
Delaware and Counties 

84-
88 

Five Year Averages 

i - s :  
Sources; Population Reference Bureau, National KIDS COUNT; Center for Applied Demography and Survey 

Research, University of Delaware; Delaware Health Statistics Center/Delaware Health and Social Services 
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Number of Children 1 -14 Who Died in 1993 
in Delaware by County and Age 

T T - i ;  •  1-4 5-9 10-14 

^Delaware - ' 17 7 ^ N ; "V 
New Castle 8 3 . 7 • : 

" Kent 5 2 5 " •• V 

' 

Sussex 4' • 2 2 

Causes of Death 
of Children 1-4 

Delaware, 1_989-1993 

Diseases of 
fhe Heart: 4 

98 Children 

Causes of Death 
of Children 5-14 

Delaware, 1989-1993 

Diseases of 
the HMrt: 4 

99 Children 

For more information see 
I infant Mortofliy p. 22-23a 

fTeen Wolent Deaths p. 26-27; 

Tables 22-27 p. 58-62 

Sources: Delaware Health Statistics Center/Delaware Health and Social Services 
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Teen Violent Deaths J • Z 
• .  •  •  •  

Definitions 
Teen Death Rate - deaths per 
J 00,000 youth 15-19 years old 

Teen Violent Death Rate -
number of violent deaths per 

- .100,000 teenagers ] 5-19; -
includes accidents, homicides, 
and suicides . " 

Unlntentionai Injuries - accidents 
including motor vehicle crashes 
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KIDS COUNT in Delaware 

Delaware has consistently had a lower rate of teen violentdeaths than the U.S. rate. -
For the 3-year period 1992-94, the average teen violent death rate in Delaware was 47 ' / 
compared to the U.S. rate of 69. This resulted in Delaware ranking as the 7th safest state in 
relation to this indicator. -- " - . 

Teen Violent Deaths 
Delaware Compared to LT.S. ^ 

. xy 

"T' 

• f 

80- 81-
84^_ 85 

84-
88 

Five Year Averages 

85- 86-
89 90 

Teen Violent Deaths 
Delaware and Counties 

81- 82- 83- 84- 85- 86- 87- 88- 89-
85 86 87 88 89 -90 91 92 93 

Five Year Averages , 

Sources: Population Reference Bureau, National KIDS COUNT; Center for Applied Demography and Survey 
Research, University of Delaware; Delaware Health Statistics Center/Delaware Health and Social Services 
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of Violent Deaths of Youth 15*19 
in 1993 in Delaware by Cause 

Homicfde 

Suicide 

Motor Vehicle Crashes 

Other Unintentional Injuries 

Causes of Death 
of Teens 15*19 

Delaware,4989-1993 , 

2 males and 1 female 

1 male and 2 females 

6 males and 5 females 

2 males and 1 females 

• 

132-

For more information see 

'. 

Infant Deaths • p. 22-23. jf ^ 

Child Deaths; 1-14 p. 24-25 ; 

Tables 22-27 

^ : 

Sources: Delaware Health Statistics Center/Delaware 
Health and Social Services — 
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Juvenile Violent Crime Arrests 

Definitions 
Juvenile Violent Crime 
Arrest Rote - the number of 
arrests for violent crimes per 
J,000 children 10-17; 
violent crimes include 
murder and non-negligent 
manslaughter, manslaughter 
by negligence, forcible rope, 
robbery, and aggravated 
assault 
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KIDS COUNT in Delaware 

There was a slight decline in th6 number of juvenile arrests for violent crimes from 1992 to 
1993, despite a 40% increase in forcible rape. In that time period, there were fewer arrests for 
robbery and aggravated assault and the same number for manslaughter. 

Juvenile Violent Crime Arrests 
Delaware Compared to U.S. 

Juvenile Violent Crime Arrests 
Delaware and Counties 

Sources: Center for Applied Demogrophy-ond Survey Research, University of Delaware 
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Youth who do not complete high school are more likely to be unemployed 
or underemployed throughout their lives. The risk of lifelong poverty 
increases for high school dropouts as manufacturing jobs are replaced by 
work requiring specific skills. Parents' levels of education play a great role 
in their children's development. Youth who drop out of school place 
themselves and the next generation at risk for poor outcomes. 

Definitions 
Graduation rote - graduation 
frorn public high school within 
four years of starting grade nine. 

High school drop outs - f 6-19, 
year olds not in school and not 
high school graduates • 

Day school - normal school hours 
for public school students. 
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Public High School Dropouts 
Delaware Compared to U.S. 

87 88 89 90 91 92 93 
Three Year Average 

Note: The data shown here represent three-year moving overages. For example, the figure .for 1984 is based on 
an average of statistics for the years 1983—1985. Variations in the Delaware graph are due to sampling size of 
the data collection. Data are collected through a sample size too srnall for county breakout. 

Source: Center for Applied Demography and Survey Research, University of Delaware 

During the school year 1993-94,1,343 of the 28,930 students enrolled in Grades 9-12 left 
public high school without graduating. The state dropout rate of 4.6% was slightly higher than 
the 4.2% rate experienced in the previous school year. Rates increased somewhat in each 
ethnic group. In 1993-94,3.7% of White and Other, 6.8% of Black, and 6.7% of Hispanic 
students were dropouts. 

The estimated graduation rate from ninth grade to graduation for the class of 1994 is 74.7%. 
This rate includes graduates with day-school diplomas^ evening-school diplomas (19 years of 
age and under). Records of Performance, and GED (19 years of age and under). The estimate 
for the class^of 1994 day-school graduates is only 66.5% compared to 70.2% for the class 
of 1993. ^ ^ , -

According to National KIDS COUNT, Delaware has the 15th lowest percentage of school 
dropouts among allstates. Between 1985 and 1993, there has been a 30% improvement in this 
Indicator in Delaware compared to an 18% improvement nationally.. 
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Risk factors ' 7 - - • 
Children must have adequate health care, good nutrition, and developmentally appropriate*' 
environmental stimulation to prepare for their school years. Children who are not "ready -
for schoo]" are less likely to succeed academically and socially and are more likely to drop 
out hefore completing high school. Although adolescent parenting causes some students 
toidrop out, leaving school may precede some pregnancies. Low parental educational 
attainment or involvement with the school, negative peer pressure, substance use, poor 
social adjustment, and language harriers also contribute to adolescents' decisions to cut 
short their educational experiences. 

I 

Percentage of Dropouts 
by Age, Gender, and 
Racial/Ethnic Group 

% of oil dropouts by age 

% of oil dropouts by gender 

Hispanic 
/ 4.8% 

White/Other 
55.4% 

% of oil ^rppouts by racial/ethnic group 

School Year 1993-1994 
Source: Delaware Deparfmenf of Public Instruction 

Dropout Rates 
by Rqciol/Ethnic Group 

Delaware 

While/Other - 3.# 

New Castle County 

White/Ollior - 3.9 

Kent County 

White/Ortier - 3.2 

Htspanit'- 4;0 
Block - 7.8 

Sussex County. 

White/Other - 3.7 

Schoo! Year 1993-1994 
Source: Delaware Department of Public Instruction 

For more information see 
1 

' Infant Deaths Per 1,000 ; -
Live Births by Education ~ 
of Mother •: . p. .231- | 

Teens Not in School and i 
Not in the Labor Force p..32-33 i 

Tables 36-44 P- 66-69 , 
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