
































































































































































































































































































and ot1blic spirit, hi,qhly esteerred in t:he CC'tll''"unity. P.e vras High 

Sheriff of Kent Collnty in 1767 9.ne1 was fo-r f'ou.,.. Y"'fl!'S ::i rrE'm"el'.' nf 

r ""nber of' the Council o-r f,9fpty; }1P WRS R 1 °aoine; mPmbPT' of the 

1' i rst DPl "V,r9re Constitutional Convent ion in 1776; he w~i s f:pr--al- 0 r 

of the A.sserrnly in 1 778; in 1 779 he we s State 8Pna tor from Kent; 

:::ind f'rom 1777 to J 78 3 he vr8 s BrigP di er-GenerA.l of Delaware St9.te 

!tilitir-:i.. 

On June Jc', 17P2, he WBS a1Jnointed Chief-Justice of the 

Court of Common Pleas and of the Orphans' Court. Tn 17fh he be­

C8.lle the eivhth President of the Delaware State by Plection of tre 

GC'neral J\sser,ibly. Durinp; bis Presidency Del 0 ware promotly 

rati 1'ied the United States Cons ti tut ion and becan1P the "Fi:"'st 

f't2te ." 'Phomas Collins died March 29, 1789, during his term 

At the beginning of the Revolution, the DPlPware Council of 

Safety was actively engaged in rPcruitine men for the State fiilitia. 

rhe Council aR;reed to give every nrivate who enlisted : 

"A FAlt Ratt, a nair of' Yarn Rtockin~s And a J8ir of 
0 hoPs, the :r.en to find their own Ar.ms." Fach I'1Ril was 
to "be f 1 rnishcd with a Htmting Shirt not exceeding 
in value onP ::ind one third Dollars an1 R blRnkPt, nro­
vided these could be procured, but not to be made nart 
of the reTWs of' F'nlistment." 

Collins or12;Rnised and helped finance a brigade of Militia,X­

and these mi li ti am.en cc1used him plenty of' trouble. "P b•1. t ta lion 

of these rustics sent in 1777 to supnort Washington at Morr5stov~, 

New Jersey, no sooner PrrivPd there, after taking four weeks on 

the rvey, than thPy requested "tne Com.."Tander-i n-Cri Pf tr be a1 lo·1red 

tn ao home! rhey "got E'O unP.asy to ,...P.turn" that General "Jashin@'ton 

WT'Ote Collins, January ?l, 1777: 



11 ro my great su.,. rise I was apnli d to this rnnrni nr-
to discharg8 your Battalion. • • WhAt service 
have they been of? Ione~ unless marching rom 
home, when they had nothin else to do, and st8ying 
four weeks on the way can be called service. If thev 
POUld consider ho ridiculous they wil a')'"'ear wrien 
they return without stayino; " 1 veek ·i th me, th Py 

1vou d continue here. rri.s is nrobFJ.bly thP only tirre 
they vill be needed to maintain our ground till the 
new Army is raised. Fo~ thi.s pur~ose I hope they 
left home and surely thev cQnnot think o~ desertinp 
filP at so innortant time •• ·•---~----- µlePse men­
tion these thin,s:s to yoPr Patt,, ion. If t will not 
stay, tell them T cannot in justice to tre States ~ivc 
them a discharge, "nd moreover, that I will not Cluffer 
them to draw nay -for the ti!Ile t riey have stayed. l''bis 
measure beinf evtremely disA~reeable to mP, T entreat 
yon to UCle your utl!lof'.t in-PJuence to revcil on your 
men to stay. • • • 'w-.. On trie c0ntrary, shol1ld they go 
home, t~ey \ ·11 not nnly lose their ~ay, but ~e~qin 
thA scoff of all their worthy neip:hbours." 

Collins, it seRms, es not at Morristown when the militiamen 

arrivPd there. He hastened to the scene and pparently ras ablP 

to persuqde the men to stqy fo~ active service. 

In 1777 the State Council o~ Del~ware met on cne occasion 

et ~elrnont Rall because it seems to have been sQfer that the 

uc:;ual meeting Place. By a special requPst from the Spe.qker or 

President of the Council, "requiring his attendance if consi8tent 

with t be services he o red his ch; ef," Coll in<" rimseJ f riad b e:,en 

recalled from the army under ~ashinpton. 

No part of the State accessible by ,~ter wAs safe ~roM 

ho8til incursions when " ritish vessels coul patrol Delf>~•· re 

Bay or when British emissaries and syrnpat ise~s lo~' hom there 

vere many] could hold frequent coTnunication v~th the sborr, 

landing at riP-"ht, and ~<>usin,,. terror to the .:nhabitants." 

ro meet this insidio11s peril, it is sr:iid thR.t rh01,'l Collins 

fortified his grounds ,ith e stockade and nested a sentry on the 



• 

railed deck atop tne house. One dark nlght a marauder crept 

up to the house and shot the sentry on the roof. ·rhe wound Pd 

man dragged himself to a room below and died in a pool of blood. 

The blood stains are still visible. ro commemorBte this trag8dy, 

the Eliz8bP.th Cook Chgpter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 

have placed a tablet in the hall, to the right of the door on 

entering. 

In 1827 John Cloak bought Belmont Rall from William Collins, 

erRndson of Thomas Collins. From John Cloak's daughter, Curmri ns 

Sneakm.an's mother, a descendant of the ea~lier owners, Belmont 

Hall, 1867, came by inheritance to Mrs. Carrie F. P. SpeFJ.knPn, 

and bas been in uos t·ession of the Speekman family ever since • 

G A R R I S O N B O U S E 
a. 

On east side of11 Houte 13, at Garrison's Pond 

Good two-storey-and-attic brick house, iNith date, 1774, 

in black headers on west gable end. Good interior woodwork. 

F O R M E R P R E S B Y r E R I A N M A N S E 
.J,..i 

Near Garrison's Pond. On west side of ~Route 13. 

Plain brick two-storey-and-attic brick house; early nine­

teenth century. 

L O C K W O O D H O U S E o r B A R R A C K S 

../.t..___ ' A ~ On west side of Main Street south of Mt. Vernon, r,.e~ 
in Smyrna 

A long two-storey brick building, much altered. Said to 

have been used as militia barracks in War of 1812. 



C O O P E R H O U S E J<enton 

Late eighteenth-century two-storey-and-attic brick house, 
I f •1 

at northeast corner of11 30D and _'f: _. In good condition; ex- ? 

cellent woodwork and panelling. 

L O W B E R H O U S E M~noli.,a 

East side of Main Street, north of intersection with 
cross street 11 

Brick house built in 1774 for Matthew Lowber; good brick 

work but has been painted. Frame section added about 1855. 

r H A R P H O U S E 
,J. • 

At northern edge of Farmington, on west side ofARoute 13. 

Built£· 1835 by Willuam Tharp, thirty-sixth Governotr of 

Delaware (1847-1851}. Part brick and part frame. 

r O R B E R T H O U S E ~ 

Southwest corner of North Walnut and Second Streets, Milford. 

Square brick house, painted yellow;£· 1825. rhird floor 

added later. Former home of Major-General Alfred T. A. ·rorbert. 

S O M E R V I L L E 

Righthand side of road between Cheswold and Kenton 

A two-storey-and-attic, five-bay Georgian brick house. 

c. 1800. Exterior painted brown and much Victorianised. In­

terior has good woodwork and admirable panelling. In one of 

bedrooms, a landscape painted in large dog-eared overmantel 

oanel. Former home of Chancellor Ridgely until be moved to 

Eden Hill 



T I M O T H Y C U M M I N S F A R M Ke-nt .County 

Left side of Smyrna-Leipsic Road, going east from Smyrna 

A two-storey-and-attic, five-bay Georgian brick house, c. 

1800, or a little earlier. Excellent Flemish-bond masonry, 

with belt course, and moulded topping to water-table. Notably 

good interior woodwork and excellent panelling. Occupied by 

tenant-farmers. 

B O N W E L L H O U S E 
~ 

I 
Southwest from Frederica onARoute 12 to a Y junction with 

side road. Right on this road to edge of Andrews Lake. 

Three-bay, two-storey-and-attic eighteenth-century brick 

house in good condition. In the eighteenth century, it is said, 

"Q,uaker Bonwell", in a fit of rage killed a negro lad working in 

his tannery. For a long time after Bonwell's aeath, an appari­

tion believed to haunt the spot) ~ the Old Long Dog, with body 

as long as a fence rail, great bushy tail and flaming red eyesJ ~ 

terrified the neighbourhood. 

T H E L I N D E N S Kent Ca.:u.nty 

At Duck Creek Crossroads, in Duck Creek Hundred 

Miller's house at Denny Mill on Duck Creek, built before 

1765. Several log houses; \covered with weatherboarding'\ ) nearby. 

H O U S E o n G A M E P R E S E R V E wm- -Go-un.ty 
S 1 -+ ~ ~, 

East from Smyrna on Route 6 to 11Route9; Left on Route 9 
(before extension of 6 to Woodland Beach) to first 
road on right. 

Three-bay, two-storey-and-attic brick house painted white. 

c. 1750. Good panelling and woodwork. 




