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REFERENCE NOTES

DEFINITIONS

MONTHLY DEGREE DAY TOTALS: One heating (cooling) degree day is accumulated
for each degree that the daily mean temperature is below (@bove) 65 deg. F

RESULTANT WIND: The vector sum of wind velocity (direction and speed])
divided by the number of observations. In "Supplemental Data” tables,
resultant directions are in tens of degrees.

WIND: (As shown in "Evaporation and Wind" table) The total wind movement
in miles over the evaporation pan as determined by an anemometer recorder
located b-8 inches above the pan.

NORMALS: The average value of the meteorclogical element over the time
period - 1941-1970. The normals for National Weather Service localities
have been @djusted so as to be representdtive for the current observation
site.

DIVISIONS: Areas within a state of similar climatological characteristics.

STATION NAMES: Name of the city, town or locality. Figures and letters
following the station names indicate the distance in miles and direction
from the post office or tokn community center.

LETTERS AND SYMBOLS USED IN THE DATA TABLES

- No record. Data not recorded, determined unreliable by quality control
checks, or not received in time for publication. No record in the
"Monthly Summarized Data” table and the "Daily Temperature” table is

indicated by no entry.

+ Precipitation or temperdture extremes occurred on one or more previous

dates during the month.

Highest observed one minute Wwind speed. The station is not equipped

Wwith an instrument to medsure fastest mite.

% Gage not read. The precipitation included in the amount following the
asterisks. Time distribution not knoun.

/1 Gage equipped with @ windshield.

Extreme occurred 8t @ station With incompiete data.

exceeded 3t that station.

R Amount of precipitation is the total of observer’'s entries for the
current month. It may include precipitation that occurred during the
previous month. Refer to edrlier bulletin to determine date of last
reading. ’

B Adjusted monthly value of evaporation. Total evaporation amount is
divided by number of recorded days, multiplied by number of days in
the month.

D Hater equivalent of snowfall entirely or partially estimated, using @
ratio of 1 inch water to every 10 inches of new snowfall.

M Missing data. It appears with the average temperature in the "Monthly
Summarized Station and Divisional Data” table if less than 10 days
data are missing and it appears alone if 10 or more days are missing.

R Amounts from recording gage.

T Trace. An amount too sma?l to measure.

V Includes total for previous month,

It may have been

MARYLAND AND
DELAWARE
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LETTERS AND SYMBOLS USED IN THE STATION INDEX TABLE

AR Observation made "after rain” has occurred.

C Station is equipped With recording rain gage (R) but values in this
bulletin are from @ non-recording gage unless indicated by an R.

6 Observations appear in "Soil Temperatures” table.

H Observations appear in "Monthly Snowfall and Snmow on Ground” table.

J Observations appear in "Supplemental Data” table.

D Observation time is midnight.

S Station equipped with storage gage. Precipitation measurements made at

irregular intervals are published in the annual issue of this bulletin.

Data prior to 1977 are published in the "Storage Gage Precipitation”

which was discontinued With the 1976 issue.

Observation time nedr sunrise.

Observation time nedr sunset.

VAR Observation time varies.

M0 Gage read once monthly, usually the last day.

0C Gage readings vary from 8 few weeks to several months.
HI Gage read weekly or irregularly. ‘

Gage read weekly and last day of month.

# Thermometers located in a rooftop shelter.

Maximum and minimum temperatures are the highest and lowest readings
for the calendar day taken from hourly observations.

Additional [nformation regarding the climate of this state may be obtained
by writing to the National €limatic Center, Federal Building, Asheville,
N, C. 28801, or to any Weather Service Office near you. Additional
precipitation data are contained in the "Hourly Precipitation Data”
bulltetin for each state, except Alaska.

Seasonal Tables: Monthly and sedsonal snowfall and heating degree days
for the 12 months ending with the June data will be carried in-the July
issue of this bulletin. Cooling degree days for the calendar year will be
published in the "Climatological Data Annual Summary”.

ta}? Reports and Corrections will be published annually as a supplemental
ultetin.

Interpolated values for monthly precipitation totals may be found in the
annual issue of this bulletin.

Blank entries in the "Daily Precipitation” and "Snouwfall and Snow on
Ground” tables indicate zero precipitation.

Information concerning the history of changes in locations, exposure, etc.
of substations through 1955 is available {n the "Substation History”
publication. Subsequent historical information is kept on file at the
National Climatic Center. Similiar information for regular National
Weather Service (ffices may be obtained from the "Loca? Climatological
Data" annual publication.

SUBSCRIPTION, PRICE AND ORDERING INFORMATION
THE NATIONAL CLIMATIC CENTER, FEDERAL BUILDI
ATTN: PUBLICATIONS

AVAILABLE THRU:
NG, ASHEVILLE N.C. 28801

USCOMM-NOAA-ASHEVILLE, N.C. AUGUST 1381-08935
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SPECIAL WEATHER SUMMARY

August 1981 temperatures averaged below normal across
the two-state area, ranging from near mormal to 4.5°
below normal. This was the coolest August since
1976. The longest continuous period with either

hot or cool'days was the seven-day cool spell, from
the 17th through the 23d. The Damascus observer
noted 11 consecutive days, from the 17th through the
27th, in which the daily minimum temperatures re-
mained below 60°. The periods with above normal
temperatures were generally short and except for the
period from the 17th through the 23d were inter-
rupted by two or three cool days. Highest tempera-
tures, occurring on several different days, ranged
from low and mid 80's in the Garrett County area to
upper 80's and low 90's elsewhere. Lowest tempera-
tures, occurring on the 18th, ranged mostly from
upper 40's to upper 50's except in upper 30's to
upper 40's in western Maryland. The 38° at Qakland

on the 18th was not unusual for August at the station.

Rainfall was mostly below normal across the two-
state area, but ranged from less than 1 inch inparts
of Anne Arundel and Calvert Counties to over 5 inches
in parts of southern eastern shore, and in parts of
Montgomery, northern Prince George's Queen Anne's,

and Cecil Cowities. The greatest total reported was
6.95 inches near New Carrolton. Thunderstorms were
reported on the 8th, 12th, 16th, and 31st east of
the Maryland mountains and in Delaware. Last year's
August rainfall was much below normal except much
ahove normal in Farrett County.

Severe storms reported during the month were:

1.)Heavy thunderstorm rainfall as much as 5 inches
in 3 hours ard minor flooding at Pocomoke City,
Worcester County on the 12th.

2.)Some minor beach erosion along the Atlantic
Coast, especially in Delaware on the 20th as a
result of Hurricane Dennis.

3.)Heavy thunderstorm rainfall as much as 4 inches
in 1 1/2 hours and minor flooding in northern
Prince George's County on the 3lst.

W. J. Moyer, State Climatologist
University of Maryland

Room 1123A, Jull Hall

College Park, MD 20742
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