Sonfidontinl

Hobana, Cuba,
July 13, 1940,

Dear Mr, Secretary:

I know that I am bringing coals to Newcastle whon I say
that there is a remarkable similarity between the way the
present Cerman Government 18 using larshal Petain in France
and the way in which thoy used General von Hindenburg before
and immediately after they came into power in Germany, It
is anothor indication that the Nazi technique does not vary
ut that it follows practically the same pattern in every
direction.

I recall that in the last months of 1932, when General
Hindenburg was unquestionably senile and had only rare
really lueid periods, tho industrinlists and financiers in
Germany used von Papen, to whom Hindenberg was s0 attached,
in order to get Hindenburg to sisn documents the contents of
which he did not understand or cumprehend. You will reeanll
that General von Hindenburg'’s son, Colonel von Hindenburg,
was o very poor specimen of humenity and that Hindenburg know
it and this was his great trial in life, and his petormal
affection turned towards von Papen for whom he had an affec-
tion that one resorves only for a most completely beloved and
trusted sone Von Papon 4id not hesitate to let himself Dde
used by the industriaslists t0 prepare the way first for
Schleicher and then for himself, knmowing that these were only
steps on the road to Hitler as Chancelloy. Towards the end
of 1932, and the early days of January 1933, Hindenburg was
at his estate in Enst Prussia in soclusion and practically
under restraint, and it was there that von Papep travelled
with the famous documents, which we kmow, and which turned
Germany over %o what had been the bankrupt Mazi Party. Ve
know what the results were,

Just a8 von Paper had sold himself body and soul to the
Hazis, s0 laval, and in my opinion Flandin, had sold themselves
4o the Geimans at least two yeare ago., Now the Gormans are
using Petain in France just ecs they used Hindenburg, and behind
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the scenes, in France, there is laval, just as there was von
Papen in Germany, There is nothing more inicuitdus in the new
Constitution which Petain has pramlgated in Fronce than there
was in the documents which Hindenburg asigned towards the end
of '32 and the beginning of '35, The only differonce is thot
Iaval 15 even nmore of ¢ treitor to his country than wes von
Papen, for he ot lenst was turning over hie country into the
hands of Uermans hawever bad they might be, while lLeval i
selling out Fyance to the Cormons. I am convinecd thot cortein
industrialiste and financlors are playing the same role aof
troitors in France %today thet o similar group played in Germany
in 1932 and 1988. The final recult will be the same, for just
as this group in Cormny in ¢rring to conserve their interests,
destroyed them, 20 the firel result in France will he the same.

It is extraordinary how the Germons work out thie pattern
and how little intelligent resourcefulness they really have
when the thoughtlees world is erediting them with so much,

In the above ond in other respects they ere following exactly
the some technioue which they have consistently followed.

They are beginning to follow the technique emploved in
MAstria, Czechoslovelkin, ote,, over here. I think we con be
grateful to them for the note which the OCerman Minister in
Guatenmala is supposed to have directed to the sevoral American
States. It brings then out into the open and destroys before
soms of our cpadidie publie at home the value of the protesta-
tions which Gormany has made of lack of interest in this
hamisphere. I think on the whole theoy did us o good seorvice
in sending this note, not only a good service at home but in the
othor American Stotes.

With all zood wishes,

Cordially yours,

GEORGE S. MESSERSMITH




