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Dear Mr, Secretary: 

Habana, Cuba, 
July 13, 1940. 

X know that X am bringing coals to Jfewcastle when I say 
that there Is a remarkable similarity between the way the 
present German Government is using Sfarshal Petain in Franc© 
and the way la whioh they used General von Hindenburg before 
and iroaedlately after they caste into power in Germany* It 
It another indication that the Ifaai tochnlq,ue docs not vary 
but that 1% follows practically the same pattern in every 
direction. 

1 recall that in the last months of 1932, when General 
Hindenburg was unquestionably senile and had only rare 
really lucid periods, the industrialists and financiers in 
Germany used von Papon, to whom Hindenberg was so attached, 
in order to get Hindenburg to sign documents the contents of 
which he did not understand or comprehend* You will recall 
that General von Hindenburg,8 son. Colonel von Hindenburg, 
was a very pool* spectra©* Sf humanity and that Hindenburg knew 
it and this was his great trial In life, end his paternal 
affection turned towards von Papen for whom h© had ©a affec­
tion that one reserves only for a most completely saloved and 
trusted son© Ton Papen did not hesitate to let himself b© 
used »y tha industrialists te proper© the way first for 
Schleicher and then for himself, knowing that these wore only 
stops m the road to Hitler a* Chancellor* Towards the end 
of 1938, end the early days of January 1133, Hindenburg was 
at hit estate Is East Prussia in seclusion and practically 
under restraint, and It was there that von Paper travelled 
with the famous documents, which we know, and which turned 
Genaany aver to what had been the bankrupt Jfassl Party, We 
know what the results wort* 

Just as von Paper had sold himself body and soul to the 
liizis, so Laval, and in my opinion Flan&ln, had sold themselves 
to the Germans at least two years ago. Now the Germans art 
using Petain Is France just ©S they used Hindenburg, and behind 

the scenes 

The Honorable 
Cordell Hull, 

Secretary of Stat©, 
Department of Stat©, 

Washington, D. C. 



- £ -

tho scones, in France, there is Laval, just as there was von 
Papen In demany. there is nothing nore Iniquitous ia the new 
Constitution which Potain has prcmlgate* in France than there 
was in the documents which Hindenburg signed towards the end 
of *3S end the beginning of •«*. The only difference is that 
Laval Is even nore of e traitor to his country than was von 
'Sixpm* *or he et least was turning over his country ints the 
hands sf Oenaans however had they might bo, while Laval is 
selling out France to the Germans. X an convinced that certain 
industrialists end financiers arc playing the saw role of 
traitors in France today that s similar group played in Oenaany 
in 11X52 and 1935. fhe final result will bo the same, for Just 
SS this group ia Germany in taking to conserve their interests, 
destroyed them, so the final result in France *.?ill be the same. 

SI is extraordinary how the Germans work out this pattern 
and how littla intelligent resourcefulness they really have 
when the thoughtless world is crediting then with so nuch. 
In tho above and ia other respects they are following exactly 
the same technique 'which they have consistently followed. 

They are beginning to follow the technique employed in 
Austria* Czechoslovakia, ete,t ever here. I think we can be 
grateful to them for the note which the German MiniPter in 
Guatemala is supposed to have directed to the several American 
States. Xt brings the**! out iato the open and destroys before 
sons of our ssartiifrlin public at home the value of the protesta­
tions which Germany has wade of lack of interest is this 
hemisphere* J think on the whole they did us a good service 
ia sending this note, not only a good service at home but in the 
Other American States. 

With nil good wiahea, 

Cordially yours, 

GEOBGE S, MESSSiaUTH 
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