Habana, April 10, 1941

Personal

Dear Sumner:

I was very glad to have your letter of April 7
with regard to Dr, Portuondo with its enclosure,
a copy of a telegram from Manuel Portuondo to you.
For reasons which I am sure you will appreciate,
I was unable to do anything in thig matter,

After the pagsage of the law authorizing the
finaneing of the 2000 tons and through which we
secured a most satisfactory renewal of Decree Law
522, 1t was, of course, of interest to us also that
the personnel of the Institute, as provided for in
the financing law and renewal of 522, should be all
that we wighed lt--meaning so much for the future
functioning of the Institute, It was, however, a
very delicate matter and it became obvious from the
outset that we could not intervene very much, even
most indireetly, in the matter of the ternas. The
matter was very much complicated by Lépez Castro
trying to get the new setup of the Institute to be
one which he could control from the Palace, In this
he was even going beyond President Batista's wisghes,
for Batlista realized that he could make as many bad
friends as good ones through these new appointments,
and he wished to leave the matter as much as possible
in the hands of the Institute, After the Institute
had made its selection of ter for presentation to
the Pregident, it was clear tﬁa! Lépez Castro had
made commitments to some of these men who were the
least desirable and whom he would have appointed
just because he could uge them., The Ingtitute met
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again and eliminated these men from the ternasg, as
this seomed to be the only way in which they could
be assured that certsim men would not be selected.

The ternas were submitted to the President day
before yesterday and, according to the morning papers,
he has announced his selection and I append hereto a
elipping from the Mgf;gg of this morning. I agsume
that this statemen g correet and, if it is, the
selections are excellent and are a good augury for
the future of the Institute,

In the terna in which was the name of our
friend Portuondo was algo the name of A, W, Bengon,
The Pregident selected Bengon, Vhy he selected
Benson, I do not know, but I think it is probably
becauge the industry preferred Benson to Fortuondo.
I, like you, would have liked to see Fortuondo
gelected, but we could do nothing about it, for the
third man on thie fernag was almost certain not to
be selected, and 1% would have meant our doing some-
thing for Portuondo against Bengon which was a posi-
tion we could not, under any circumstances, take,
Benson, in may respects, will do perhaps better than
Portuondo, but even at that, we would have been happy
to see Portuondo selected for he 1s a good friend and
well meaning,

In the terna from which W, W, Schuyler was
selected, there wag also Rogenberg., Schuyler was
selected in place of Rosenberg as Rogenberg is not
very popular in many cireles, In any event, the
choice of Schuyler ig 28 satiafactory as that of
Rogenberg.

The whole effort of Lépez Castro had been to
keep certaln men like de Blanck from being selected,
and he was als0o working very hard to have Arnsby
selected, As a matter of fact, Ldpez Castro had
agsured Armsby that he would be selected from one
of the ternags. The Institute did not want Armsby
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and he was one of the men dropped from the ternag
by the Ingtitute after they were reviged and before
being submitted to President Batista. Armsby will
be very sore; he came to see me before the ter
were submitted and after his name had been eliminated.
I told him that we had had nothing to do with the
te , and that I had made no recommendations to
e Freslident in any case,

I think we have cause for congratulation with
respect to the makeup of the Institute as selected
by the Pregident. However, I am deeply regretful
so far as Portuondo is concerned becausge I have
high regard for him and would have liked to see him
continue, but I think you will appreciate the posi-
tion in which we were placed.

With all good wishes,

Cordially and sincerely yours,

George S5, Messersmith




