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BOSTON , MASS . 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH . Sept. 12, 1908. 

:ear Boy: 

The type-writ er will tel you t het I am at hone a-

gain. I arrived yesterday mornin~, and Ellen bids me say 

that I found everythiL~ in apple-pie order, hersel~ in­

cluded. Strange as~t may see this is a fact. 

I left all well as Isle au Haut. The house-party 

still on. The eveniu~ pefore I ca~e away I took char e of 

the. I offerad to help the~ on a charade. party, and ~rs. 

Bowditch said that she had wondered whether I would be 

willing to do something of the KHK sort, but that she had 

not liked to ask me. With the youn~ people at the club 

I had sixteen to dispose of. I gave each the cosLuu.e he 

she nas to wear to n~oresent the title of a book or 

but I told nobody -- not even the inpersonator -- what 

title was. hen each was given a list to fill out with 

guesses, and we had four prize6, two for the ~irls ard 

for the ~irls. rhese were all of Haskell Turner's iron­

work. ~he thinr went off extremely well. The older people 

assembled as audience, I ma1e n little opening speech, and 



then brought each chd.eacter in turn upon t1e st ge and 

aeid so etling -- as misleading as possible! -- about 

nork ~'!resented. Then three quarters of ;,n hour as al­

lowed for fillin~ OQt the lists while the nerfor ers cir­

culated a on the 1eneral company. Then I 

es, made another speech, took each cl 't ter in turn a­

~ain and told what he or she represented, and then ¢ave 

the prizes. I ade so e effort to mislead. I took the old 

joke "~In no sense A broadu , and 1ade the A a very tall 
,, a' 

and slen er scarlet letter; I ~ave Miss Gill a lot of ap-

ples to mix wit!:. the aut;i n leaves vhich ecora.ted her 

dre s as Howells' a Indian ..... u. er·', and of course everybody 

put her down as "The ·ruit of the Free"; then I brou~ht 
£ 

Charlie Hubbard 1 ~c: rmneak Thief" and carrying a lot 

hats, and pres ntv~ Lim as representin8 that novel, altho' 

the tree 1eppened to be a hat-tree. It as not, you per­

ceive, very exalted ,it, but it served. lizabeth was 

~panish St~dent" by the aid ofa Spanish costume and ales­

son-book. ~h~ looke/very pretty, and she is a dear what­

ever she does. 

Her mother hopes, by the way, the get her in for the 

a very superior Marylard boarding school, to wit~ 
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Ce.ton's. If this docs not 1rnrk, Elizabeth will still be 

at Miss W~nsor's for this winter , but will ~o to the 

land school for next. The 8owdi tches do not, noi1 

be in town this winter. They supposed that they had let 

the Milton place at a big figure , Lut Ernest saw the man 

Nho was after it , and lo and behold he was a thoroug,h­

paced Jew. Of course ~rnest could not put a Pebrew into 

the midst df his Milton frien<lo, cheek by jowl with Mr . 

Kidder , and so the whole thing was given up. 

Charles Bowditch , by the way, has just sent me the 

Peabody Museum reports of the Central American expedition 

When I was a Ohocorua I nas ~reatly interested in his 

photographs, and we talked of the matter consider~bly. 

They are really most interetin~, and I am thinking of so 

getting myself up in them than when you co~e I can crush 

you with my erudition in a direction which you 

know much about. 

A cousin of ~rs . Swan's Bto nas at the club told this 
- ~ zt-~ 

incident as havin~ h~pp~ned to terself. She said that iL 
A 

England she Nent with a lady whom she was visitind to a 

luncheon given by a lady of title. In the cour•e of the 



meal the lad of t · tle turned to the t .eric n, vvidently 

t hi1king that she should, in her cap~city as 

a re ark. 

((Ycu live York , do you DJ~? " 
uYes , in ~ew york city." 

"Yes , so I thou ht. I iish you would tell e w~at you 

to protect yourse f frc the buffaloes there. " 

"But" , said the American , not clever enou~h to fool 

~n~lishwo, an by sayin~ that she never went out ithout a 

man-servant to keep them off,"we have no buffaloes in New 

York." 

The Ledy C'Titl r~garded her rith disfavor and hauQhty 

scorn. "I said buffaloes," she uttered in a ton~ that set­

tled the hole matter and ade it evident that the beasts 

were far more olenty in tle streets of the etropolis 

electric-cars. "flhen are you leavin Fn6land?" 

It is good to be at home, where I find thinr,s fit into 

the whinkles of my personality so that I feel perfectly at 

ease. I even harl a sense of pleasant fa~iliarity at the 

si~ht of Betty Porter stramrin~ ale " :..r i .... ~. _ "'- l · J. 
' HSl7!:>N3 :10 .lN3W.ll:l'<fd30 

the mother of fut.1re base-b,a,11 nine,-,. Jnolc: ~ouu C;a c: to_ 

·ssvw 'No.1soa 

'A!:>070NH03.l :10 3.ln.ll.lSNI S.l.l3SnHOVSSVW 
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dinn~r last night. ae grows always a little queerer and a 

little narrower, but he is as sneet and iear as ever. It 

is inevitable that age will stiffen us and narrow us , 

if we fidht agai~st such a tendency; but Rhen one shuts 

oneself up as he does , the work goes on with lamentable 

rapiaity. I DO hope I shall not live to fossilize ~ If I 

do it nill not be from lack of effort on wY part. 

Ellen nas simoly enchanted with her letter. She 

read it to Uncle J hn, a.no. she hesself reads it to all 

her friends . 

Yoar friend G. A. R. a be amused. by the 

imena of honlers , from an En~lish school: 

A lake is a piece of n&ter that the land has ~rown 
round. 

The base of a trian le is the side we don't talk 
about. (This will be too :ubtle _for hi ?) 

1he lungs are or~ans of execraLion. 
it , i~ore true in Egypt than elsewhe_ 

1 rich , I take 
. ) 

Hon did William I. pJt down the Saxons? -- He put 
them down in Domesday Book. 

Ekcom~unicaticn means that no one is to speek to 
someone. 

Later. I have b en to see Mrs. Moulton ' s daughter 



and her husband. ihey are ple s nt peoole, and be is 

ri~ht ood fellow, as I kn, before. I a e o t ling 

of a job before me, end shall oo at it on T 

o go to rs. 1aters for ~und y. Indeel, sLe expects me 
~ 

to stay at .ewburyoort for so~ ti[e, but thi~ akes it 

inpossitle. As I have oth r thinos to do at hoe, Ta 

not sorr . I s 
.all be extrc ely • for th next to 

or thr c;; .Yeeks. 

I· ave had wr.at yous y of Riner at the bac of 

y head ever since your last letter came. I a very 

sorry that heR is not the sort of t«x an ato tie to'·. 

I fee, however, what I slould noL have' en sure of 

one , th t yoµ ay be trusted to keeo your mird ~s 

well as your hanJs ..1ntainte~ fro ~is iofluence. I am 

not Dtirely sure th r you ay nots) r tie o'iu 

1i ich is s..1re to co uoon hi"' na soon r er ter. 

Re euber that your ood nae belon s to your 1ot' r 

and to 'Ile. 

Always with love, 

/i~~ 
' HS110N3 .:10 .lN3W.ll!Vd30 

· ssvw ' N0.1soa 

'A0010NH03.l .:10 3.ln.ll.lSNI S.l.l3SnHOVSSVW 
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Jear Boy: 
, . 

Sent . 17, 1909. 

I reached home yesterday morninQ , after a de 

li~htful week at Isle au Haut . I founj Wllen in dood con­

dition , verv Qlad to be back and to have me back. T qo to­

w day , much against my inclin!-3.tion , to Ne bvryoort to stay ... 
until ~onday. I am so busv that I bedrudqe the tims . 

Ellen has called my attention to the thinds which you 

left behind, and I am comoletely nuazled . You QO away for 

a lond stay an1 leave a draaerful of shirts, half a dozen 

of them never havin2 been worn ; you leave a new pair of 

ridinP breeches; von le-1ve vonr visitinr cards, - - J have 

not investiQated, but I have no doubt that vou leave 

of other t.hinqs . Certainly you leave yonr helmets . tll thes 

thin~s I suppose you will replace - - by Ray of economy ! 

Why your dunny- baQ is nere, locked uo J cannot con­

ceive: nor have T anv idea what the locked box is whicn has 

been oiled into the hall closet , - - unless it is ohotodra­

phic materials . 

I have striooed the envelones from the letters I en-



close , but of cous se have not. read them . Hebe called 

the other day before I returned, and was astonished that 

vou had gone to Eeyot . What is worse, or what is bad, for 

you might or mieht not have told Hebe, is that Buntv came 

with the same experience. You mieht at least have sent him 

a D. D. C. 

You are invited to the marria~e of Albert ~llis Hardine 

with Gladys ~verett ~rench, 6ct . 6 , at Canton . 

I am of course now in the midst of the Institt1te work , 

the preliminaries, that is . I will write a real letter as 

soon as I have breathine-space. 

Always with love, 
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Seotember 2~ . 190S. 
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Dear l::'oy : 

I have vour letters from Gibr~ter ~nd fro1 

Nacles , and I am very ~lad that you had so oleasant a vov­

aQe. ,any thanks for· the starrrs . T fear thflt. n1y stro110esv 

sensation et Gibral ter ~rnuld have been helpless an°er at 

the suoreme insolence of [n6land in holdin~ Gibralter . I 

shall not live to see the Fn6lisl forced to dive uo the 

but that ~ill ½aonen before the Twentieth Centurv 

ends . ~ 4d_t-l 

I have not much in the wa of news . I oessEi Sun­

day with 1 rs . Waters . She is raturally very sad so soon af­

ter the death of her second son , but she sec~s other~is~ 

in good conoi tion. Her new houss is del ipL tful. She 

me the house in which lives the l.sdv Sam C· bot is to 

next rnonLh, but this did not ~ive me a vivid idea of what 

the Qirl is lita . She 'iss Graves, - - is a 6reat favor -

ite in Newburvnort . 

I am olu6~in6 awav at the Moulton MS . in a sort of 
t,A/st. W. 

dull an~er that any huwan beird can be so stuni~ Rnf be 

"' 



al1011ed to live . Miss W. cannot be trus Led to fSive even 

the smal1 es L ouoi.8 L.ion correctly . 2he would turn ((8011 

doth the little busv bee" into ((How busy the little bee 

dot~ . " Her con~ is somethin6 like the paper~ : ver 

I know anythinP aboui. is wrollo, and Gbai:, does not Pive 
a-wt,;; Y'if 

me confidence in the tnin s I c~nnot knon about hecause 
/\, 

I have never seer tbe orjpinals . 

·Ire Pearso11s se1 t an invj i al:;iori for· :vou anr1 me to qo 

out for the ni6ht . I sh 0 ll ~o ~ut ~ridPv . 

Did I tell vou tnat while I was at Schooner Head 

Soohie Erwin told me, aorooos of the stron~ oersonal 

ness which has so often been rerrarkeo beL't'leen ~,incoJ.n end 

Jeff Davis, that there exists a traditioD that they were 

half- brothers . J do not believe the l ePer '1. It ·is Pretty 

~enerally understood that Lincoln was illeditiwate, but 

I think his fatherhood is fairlv well estaclishe:'l, and hiF 

mother has ever been accused of rrci-e than one li aison. 

l1he idea, however, is st,artlin°ly dranatic . The position 

of the half-brothers as the resoective heads of 

South , and the fact that the one born out.:)jde wedlock 

should be so incorrcCU' <> 1Jly the stronf:5er and Ereater, make 

the nobio11 wonc"ierful l su 0 oes 1 j v ~-

I have -- I have a dreadful ·idea Lhat I said this 
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a former lette1·, and it is not '/Orth repeatin°! 

a ohrase lon~ neefed . It is a mate to "l}esorit de l}es-

calier . '' It is for those awful thou¢hts nhich come to llS 

the ni 0 nt and make us turn hot and cold at t'e memorv or 

the oerception of our stunidi1.v or awkvrnrd1 f''3F' or thouo·,t­

li::;ssness - - or wor·se thin¢s . It is "la oenste ae la nuit," 

I do not. know if I told vou that ,rh il e at Bar Harbor I 

lunched with Admiral and ,rs . Bob . ~vans - - ~less wy old 

and aanderin° wits! You were then there! 

Miss Marv Jewett, wno is a rrost enchantin~ oerson, told 

many stories ;Vhile wee: t1ere toPether at Isle au Haut . One 

of them was of an old couole who live down in 2outh Ber-
d 

l'Tick , the man rather crustv ana the dame rather fi 0 i tv . On ,.. 
one occasion the old lady broke out suddenly in the ni¢ht . 

"John , " she said excitedly , "I ust ~o to town the firs· 

~bin~ after breakfast . " John drunted sleeofi lv. "I must 

over to the store and ~et ~ea new cao . " John , a little a­

roused by the idea of the soerdin~ of Eoney, mana~ed to 

timatie that he did not know who ~as ~oin¢ to cay for th~ 

cao. "Pay for it ! "she exclaimed with i1 di~retion , "voo 

' ll oay for it . ,/by , John Baeley ! If I should die tO!rorror, , 

I haven ' t a cao fit to be laid ou~ in!" "Then why in thun-



der" jerar1a~a t~e 
·- • (_ . u c • • aCfectionate husband , a did n ' t you die 

when you did have?" 

I have just received an amusin¢ letter from Barton a­

bout the Linsey Cullen business . 

My hair standeth on end ! In all truth and sincerity I 
never heard of Linsey Cullen exceot as a ((creation of my 
(or our) heat - oppressed brain" . I distinctly remember how­
ever that the name was not invented by any one, but that 
it was discussed at len0tb by all. Tt is really very cu­
rious , -- more than curious . Had any one of us prooos ed 
i t would be easy to see that foroetfulness mioht have 
seemed invention; but I am su;0 e that this 'uas not the case . 

Also, had you, for instance , known end forsSotten the name 
it is hardly conceivable that unconsciously you could have 
influenced us to arrive at it . That one of us had heard it 
is of course possible ; but that was rather an intellectual 
gs therin~, and whatever mi~ht be sairt of anv one at the ta­
ble , I think that weaknessof mind, will, or character could 
hardly be char~ed .... It is crobably coincidence pure 
and s i mple , but one of the most remarkable I ever heard . 

"HSl70N3 =10 .lN3W.lHVd3a 

· ssvw ' No.1.soa 

'A0070NH03.l =10 3.ln.ll.lSNI S.l.l3SnHOVSSVW 
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, 

BOSTON , MASS. 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH . 

Dear 8oy: 

Morse asked me at the Tavern the other day if it 

is easy to make limericks. I told him it is as easy as ly-

. 0 1n...,, and eave him these examples. 

There was a Professor named Morse 
Who used lanQuaee which preachers endorse; 

But his wild objuroations 
Mi~ht startle the nations, 

Or move to mad la.uohter a horse. 

There was a Professor named Ned, 
Who took whiskey on Qoin~ to bed; 

Took it too in the morn, 
And regarded with scorn 

Any man who chose water ·irstead. 

There once was a testy Professor, 
Bumped his head on the ed~e of the dresser. 

What he saN was in flashes; 
What he said 'sin these dashes 

-- ! --- ! ! --- I ! ! --- ! ! ! ! -- ! ! ! ! ! --- ! ! ! ! ! I 

To be Enelished at will b:v each 2uesser. 

You see to deaths to which a sleeoless, muQ~V, mousquitoy 

night brou~ht me. for under those circumstances I made 
' 

them. 



I must cooy for you a part of an entrance examinat.ion -

book, an extract, from a letter in which the candidat.e 

from Michi~an -- relates ho# he studied En¢lish. 

About the most interesLin~ two days of the course 
was a murder trial in which Clifford Pycheen (sic) was the 
defendant and the readers of the aaouse of the Seven Ga­
bles" were the olaintiffs.I acted as orosecutin~ attorney, 
and Clarence Averv as attolrney for the defendant. I read 
the book several times uo to the pa~e where the Jud~e was 
found dead. I took numerous notes, arranged them as best I 
could. Then my medical knonledge bein° limited I saw Dr 
Conrad to ascertain if sudden but not. violent death ci>ond 

take place under such circumstances, and if so in what con­
dition the victim mi¢ht be found. On the day of the trial 
we summoned the two janiGors and five of the boys who were 
takin~ laboratory work. We proceeded to crossexamins the 

A, 

jury and as no one knew anythind of the accused the seven 
were chosen to serve. I1he trial lasted two days. Roy htit,h­
ell took the place of Glifford but as he contradicted him­
self so many times the jury awarded (sic) a verdict of 
~uiltv and the accused nas sentenced to read t~e book of 
the "House of the Seven Gables." 

The ounctuation is not mine. I do not knon whether more 

to admire the ·inQe;uit.y of the teacher who in de peration 

tbied to interest his wild Michi~anders or to weep that to 

this has mome the teaching -- so-called 

in the oublic schools. 

of 1 iterature 

Ellen distinduished herself when she ~ot hoe. She 
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had a bad scare from the Irish doctor about, her eyes , 

was in a terrible oanic lest she should not be allowed 

to land . The result was that she slept very little on the 

voya~e . She arrived here on Thursday, and of course Uncle 

John had to let her into the house . He bade her ~ood ni~ht 

and she retired to sleeo the sleeo of the worn- out . He 

came down a~ain on Saturday afternoon , and found ~llen 

out of bed , supoosin~ it to be Friday . She had sleot over 

two ni~hts and a dav and a half unbrokenly. Why either 

dayli~ht or hun~er did not wake her I cannot say , but she 

is a stran~e creature . 

I am very sorry to say that the physicians hava ~iven 

up all hooe of Charlie Stur1is . Be married Plizaoeth Cab~ 

(Sam ' s sister) last sprinP, and weot abroad . Somewhere on 

the weddin~ trio he contracted scarlet fever . He ~ot well 

enou~h to ~et home , but then neohritis and blod- ooisoninP 

followed, and now it is decided th~t he cannot live . It 

is very cruel! Everybody is fond of him, and he has everv­

thin~ to live for . We are all wretched about it 

ern . 

The Pole- Cook- Peary row is on in fuJ. ,l force . · Of course 



Uncle John is an ar"ent chaFpion of his cl~ssmate, 

but al 1ost everybody else that I know is for Cook. 

is not a oooular oerson. Yaddis Lonofellow tells of he­

ind in comoanv with an old salt from Ea~le Island , where 

Peary has a sum~er olace , and the tar said : "Well, of all 

sons of b ..... S T ever ran Across Peary is tbe son-of-a-

b .... est!n I am not interested either l'/l'lV . oc::;e is en-

tirelv ri~ht in savin~ ~hat in ~ry case this is not a 

scientific ,iournev but a sooriiin° event. . Tf a stav mioi1t. 

be made at the oole and observations taken, etc . , the 

thin~ ~ould be worth somethin6; noa it is of no wore 

conaeauence than the winnin° of a baseball 0 are . 

Lan~ has ~one to Jeoan to be ~one anLil C~ristmas 

He is loaned by the 1 useu~ to the Government, but that is 

I have no dunlicates of your child-oictures, bot if 

vou •1ill tell me whic:h vou wish, I wil.l or:1er it . 

Our friend Smith, of Vinal 8aven , bas founj a camp-site 

ani has du¢ about a third of it . He has found a dozen oer­

fect soear- heads and about seventv broken ones . I lot of 
· Hsl70N3 ~o l.N31.'Jl.llVd30 

01,her thi n<2s he senis me druwin::Ss oi: tr, 1t 1 av tell hi, 

what thev are . He s<>vs· s~~s DJ..cf'.Drl>ah"'!'l rio sl-iel l-heao . 
'A0070NH03.1. ~o 3.1.nl.ll.SNI Sl.l.3SnH:>VSSVl.'J 
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t,ake the matter to 1hllouohoy. The thi.nos are foun, jusi, 

un:'er t' · oe surf~ce H , ',. - 8 '1oes not "'ay h 0. w,ere the place is, oer 
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