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THE GEOGRAPHY OF DELA\VARE 
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I. DELAWARE AS A. WHOLE shore of the river about twenty-four miles, or 
until it reaches a point twelve m·iles south of Location. Delaware (Fig. 2) is one of the New Castle, the center of the circle. The seven Middle States of the Atlantic Coast. remainder of the state's boundary is the Although classified with New York and Penn- middle of the Delaware River and Delaware sy1vania, in its physical conditions and the Bay to the Atlantic Ocean. character of its people it resembles them far Size. The state contains 2,370 square less than it does the .southern states in the miles, of which r,965 square miles are land, group, especially . Maryland. I ts southern and 40 5 square miles water. Its l_ength is and western boundaries ~:-----------::----:::-----:-::~ ninety-five miles, and are a part of the cele- the greatest width is bra ted Mason and about thirty ... five miles .. Dixon's line, which was Only one state in the run hy those surveyors Union, Rhode Island, is in 1764 on behalf of' smaller than Delaware. Lord Baltimore and. Su~face. The Pied~ William Penh. Its· mont district, the hilly .,:.;•IC)uthern and western . country between the . ,,.:' boundaries are perfectly" mountains and the straight lines. The Atlantic Plain, occupies ·southern line is one.half· the extreme northern '/':, 

~, ,,of the parallel 38° part of the state. H a ~: 6etween . the · Atlantic line wete drawn from J Ocean and .the Chesa-- · a point on the western ';:~ pea._k,e Bay; t~e wes~, :boundary about two -L b-0°undary 1s a . line miles south of Ne"Wark dra.~.from the mid41e in a northeasterly direc-point of .the parallel just tion, jt would stri~e the described a,nd runs a city of ·wnmington, a,nd little west of north until· would mark the south-it becomes tangent to''.; ern b,oundary\__,.9i the the arc of a circle of · ,4 "• •..• ~,: ._ .. i:;• . • ,·:·.. • . . hilly country. The dis ... ·t 1 ·~ ' d' Fm. l. :/lii#11J1t'ld . . ..t liit ~ •. fa.med for t· • t t th· . th f th' we ve m1tes ra ms, the .ltilJil _·;;ts __ ·~ .... ,, .. r_,, 'is: clos.aly-aannected 1,c o . e nor .· o ·. 1s struck from the .o~d wt11, ,arJ-;i'li.isU>ry of OUT country. · line is r9Jling, and so~-· courthouse at New:Castle, as ~,·geriter. The ~times rises to a comparatively high elevation~ arc of this imaginaTy circle .d-Mdes Del.aware Numerous small streams flow between the from Pennsylvania and extends over tp Jow hills and find their ,vay inj;o the Christiana at }Vatermark on the New Jersey.sideof theI>ela- Wilmington, just before it empties into the ~are River. The line follows the eastern Delaware. The steep p.illsides and narrow i\; 
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FIG. 2. A political map of Delaware. 

valleys are all cul­
tivated and clotted 
over with roomy 
farmhouses and 
comfortable barns; 
th ey present a 
pleasing picture i \\ 

of a prosperous . arnj " 
. 1·f , ~ 1 quiet 1 e. · ' • 
Th e fail:M\ end 

abrup~t at this line 
and to the south­
ward the state i.s a 
great plain, almost 
level. The water­
shed between the 
Delaware Bay ancl 
the Chesapeake is 
generally near the 
western boundary 
as far south as Har­
rington, then it 
passes sou t beast­
ward to George­
town, a nd sli.ghtly 
westward of south 
down to the south­
ern boundary of the 
state. Seldom does 
it atta,in a greater 
height than fifty 
feet. Some sections 
of the coastal plain 
are very fertile, and 
with cultivation a ll 
of the country is 
capable of yielding 
an abundanc e of 
grain, vegetables, or 
fruit . 

Drainage. In the 
northern part of 
the state most of the 
small streams flow 
into the Brandywine 
(Fig. 1), and the 
Christiana, which 

\ 
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unite at "\Vi]mington and discharge into the rams. These storms, hmvever, seldom do Del~rn·arc. These streams nsmg among great damage, even though, as sometimes the hills flow rapidly and offer good ·water happens, the average rainfall of a month may power for mills. Belm\· the hilly country the come in one day. As the region lies in the Appoquinimink, the Smyrna, the St. Jones, path of the \Vesterlies the prevailing summer the :\Iispillion, and Indian rivers are among winds are from the nortfr~vest and those in those that e:npty into the Dela\vare Bay winter from the southwest. (Adv. Geog., ancl the Atlantic Ocean. These rivers have Figs. 82 and 84.) The cyclonic storms which generally very crooked courses, but furnish whirl across the country from \Vest to east for some distance back from their mouths (Adv. Geog., Fig. 187) have a marked influ-deep water for navigation and thus give ence on the climate. During the approach excellent means for transportation and traveL of a storm center, the wind comes from an On the Nanticoke River, which empties into easterly- direction carrying a load of moisture the Cl1esapeake Bay, a line of boats runs from the ocean to drop upon the land. The between Seaford and the city of Baltimore. rainfall is abundant and the distribution 
In the southern part of .---==c-;:----;;;=-:--;;:;;:-::~~~

1

:~-:~;--;-----,----:---i throughout the year is the state, ancl extending ),;;,---.~ ...,.~~ ,~....,..____, remarkably even (Adv. into l\Tarylancl, is the great ~ill_,..~~. Geog., Fig. 188), though cypress swamp. Itis cov- -----.... , ... -, ... ., .. -~ it is least during the late erec-1 with a variety of autumn and early winter. trees ancl plants. Beneath There is, therefore, little its surface, imbedded in danger of a failure of the the peat, are the remains water supply or of parch-of large trees which prob- ~~~ ing droughts. 
ably fell thousands of Vegetation. Chestnut, years ago. These trees are oak (Fig. 3), pine, tulip found by probing with long poplars, cypress, magnolia, iron rods, and are brought dogwood, and walnut to the surface and cut into are found in the forests. shingles. This swamp is The holly tree grows rapidly being drained and abundantly in the southern converted into farm land. ===== ::~ part of the state, and great FIG. 3. An old white oak tree. A fine repre- • d Climate. That Delaware sentative of one of the most characteristic shipments 'of 1t are ma e has a genial climate is trees of the Delaware forests. annually at Christmas 

proved by the green fields and fruitful time. The persimmon tree is common. The orchards which cover her rolling hills mistletoe, a parasitic growth, is found on the and her great plain. Her summers, with trees in many localities. 
an average temperature in August of 85 The flora of Delaware is extensive. The degrees F., are as warm as those of central woods and creek sides are filled with wild France. (Adv. Geog., Fig. 84.) The average flowers of every variety known to this lati-
temperature for January is 2 5 degrees and the tude. In St. Jones River is a water lily of coldest clay recorded for the state is 17 great size, which is inferior only to the Vic-degrees below zero. The la test spring frost tori a Regia of the Amazon, and resembles may not pass before the end of April, but from the lotus flower of ancient Egypt. 
tL tt time until the tenth of October the Animal Life. Fish are very plentiful in the crops are practically safe fr0m freezing. Delaware waters. Formerly the sturgeon 

Sdmmer brings thumlerstorms and heavy fisheries were profitable. At Delaware City 
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Amsterdam and New Sweden 
,vere taken by the English. 

History. In 1682 \Yilliam 
Penn secured a grant of 
Pennsykania from Charles II, 
later purchasing Delaware 
from the D t1 ke of York, 
aftenyard James II, King of 
England, \vho at that time 
owned all that the Dutch 
hacl possessed in America. 
Delaware remained under the 
proprietary government of 
Pennsylvania until 1703, after 

sturgeon were caught and 
the "roe" put up as caviare, 
but in recent years sturgeon 
have become so scarce as to 
make the industry of little 
profit. Shad are among the 
most valuable fish, the catch 
in 1908 being ·worth $roo,ooo. 
Ho,veyer, the menhaden 
industry is even more profit­
able. These fish, a species of 
herring, are bought chiefly for 
their oil and for use in the 
manufacturing of fertilizer. In 
1908 the menhaden catch was 
valued at $285,000. Terrapin 
are found in the interior 

FIG. 4. Lord De la Warr. From the which date it had a separate 
portrait in the State Library, Rich-

mond, Va., reproduced froni the legislature, but the same 
original painting now in pos- governor as Pennsylvania. 

session of Earl De la lV arr 
waters, and Delaware Bay at Bourne, England. After the Revolution Dela-
and the rivers abound in oysters. 

Settlement. The first settlement in Dela-
ware was made by the Dutch at Lewes in 
16 3 1. The coiony was destroyed by the 
Indians. The Swedes in 1638 landed on the 
site of the present city of Wilmington and 
planted the first successful colony in the state. 
Gustavus Adolphus planned this settlement 
and after his death at Lutzen in the Thirty 
Years' War, and 
duringthe minor­
ity of Christina , 
his g.aughter, 
Ox ens tierna, 
the king's great 
Minister, carried 
out his plans 
with entire 
success. The 
Swedish settle- ·'"• 
men t was con­
quered by tlJ._e 
Dutch of New 
Amsterdam, now 

ware became a separate state. It is one of 
the thirteen original states and was the first 
to adopt the Federal Constitution. 

Delaware takes its name from Lord De la 
Warr (Fig. 4), Governor of Virginia. On 
account of its small size it is called the "Dia­
mond State," and its people affectionately 
crowd into that title much of the preciousness 
and rarity of the gem. The people of Dela­

ware also delight 
in calling them­
selves the "Blue 
Hen's Chickens," 
because in the 
R cvol u tion ary 
army the Dela­
ware soldiers had 
as their mascot 
a pet hen of a 
blue color. 

.J 
New York, 1n 
1655, and finally 
in 1664 both New 

Historic Monu­
ments. The rock 
on which the 
Swedes first 
landed is in Wil-

-:: .. ,~:~: .. \:1~~1~-~;.t~~ ·· · ■ --~ mington, lying 
,__-----=-------------------------

FIG. 5. Coach's }fridge. A historic landmark. just back of "i."hc 
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the state Yisit this church annually 
on }lfay IO, the anniYersary of the 
purchase of the land. 

Barratt's Chapel. In the latter 
part of the eighteenth century it 
was customary for people to 
meet at the house of some one in 
a neighborhood to listen to the 
discourse of a passing preacher. 
It of ten happened that more 
people assembled than could be 
accommoda tecl ,Yi th house room. 
In l\Iarch, 1780, Barratt's Chapel 
was built for such meetings. It 
is one of the oldest Methodist 
churches in the state. 

FIG. 6. Cooch manszon. Here Lord Howe niade his headquarters. Christ Clzurch, Broad Creek. This 
ancient church stands about two miles east of 
Laurel. It is built of the heart of pine and is 
without a particle of paint. With the excep­
tion of the roof, which has been renelved from 
time to time, this old building, both as to its 
exterior and interior, remains the same as it 
was more than a hundred years ago. It 
accommodates about six hundred people and, 
on the occasion of the annual visits of the 
Bishop, great crowds from all over the country 

McCullough iron works. The Colonial Dames 
have erected a monument on the spot. 

At Coach's Bridge (Fig. 5), September 3, 
r 777, before the battle of the Brancly,vine, a 
preliminary struggle took place, ancl here 
it is said the Stars ancl Stripes were first 
unfurlecl on lancl in battle. This spot is 
also markccl by a suital)lc monument. 
Near by stands the Cooch mansion (Fig. 6) 

which Lord Howe macle his headquarters. 
Drczwyer's Church. In r 708 the 

Presbytery of Philadelphia was 
peti tionecl by persons residing in 
the vicinity of Oclessa for regular 
ministrations of the gospel there, 
ancl the RcY. John \\Tilson, of . 
New Castle, was accordingly 
orclcrccl to holcl scryices in this 
neighborhood "once a month on 
a week clay." On May IO, 17 r r, 
a site was chosen ancl the erection 
of a church was immediately ' 
begun. In r 769 the building \Vas 
found unfit for purposes of wor­
ship, and money ,vas raised for 
the erection of a nevv church ~~the 
historic old Drawyer's Church. 
The Presbyterians from all m·er 

FIG. 7. Wills Rock, Wilmington. Around this well-known landmark, lying 
on the banks of tize Brandywine not far from the heart of the city, have 

been woven many interesting and romantic stories. 
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FIG. 8. Scene at a pea cannery. 

e\-ery year. Large quantities 
of Japanese plums (Fig. 9) are 
produc;ed annually, and in the 
neighborhood of Smyrna there 
is a number of large vineyards. 
In springtime, especially, the 
orchards, with their ,veal th of 
pink and white blossoms,. present 
a beautiful sight. Strawberries 
are raised in enormous quantities 
south of ~Iiclclletown. (Figs. ro 
and r r .) Raspberries and black­
berries are cultivated extensively 
throughout the state. 

Notice the wagons loaded wztlt Vines. Mineral Resources. Clay prod-
gather there to \Vorship. It is one of the ucts are the most valuable mineral resource oldest Episcopal churches in the state. of the state. Immense beds of kaolin, the fine Agriculture. The upper or hilly portion of clay from which porcelain is made, lie in the the state contains rich lands ,vhich furnish upper part of New Castle County. Next to good grazing for cattle. They also produce fine 
crops of ,vheat, corn, and potatoes. Farther 
south the soil is light and sandy. Indian com 
grmvs abundantly, and S\Veet potatoes and 
melons of fine quality are produced. The 
cultivation of peas and tomatoes is carried 
on extensively in lower Delmvare, furnishing 
employment to many people during the season 
in which the canneries are in 

·tt "/ i. ,. operation. Especially interestingis 't'.U / · 
the process by which the peas are ...;J., .':---2-t 
prepared for canning. "\Vhen they 
are ready to be canned the vines 
are cut off and taken to large 
machines by which the peas are 
hulled, thoroughly cleaned, sepa­
rated into the several sizes, and 
then passed along to the canners. 
(Fig. 8.) 

Delmvare is largely devoted to 
the growing of fruit. The peach 
area, because of the ravages of 
the yellows, is now confined to the 
lower part of the state; apples 
and Keiffer pears, hmvever, are 
grown in increasing quantities 

clays in importance are stones. One of Dela­
\Vare's most useful stones, feldspar, is related 
to kaolin; in fact, kaolin is formed from 
feldspar by a long process of natural decay. 
Feldspar, as well as kaolin, plays an important 
part in the making of dishes. There are 
several mills in the northern part of the state 
where this stone is ground to a powder. From 

FIG. 9. A plum orchard in full bloom. 
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the mills the powdered feldspar is sent to the 
potteries. There it is used in glazing dish 
ware. Granite, hmYever, is the most valu­
able stone. It is found in great cleposi ts 
along the Brandywine. Serpentine, also a 
handsome stone used for architectural and 
decorative purposes, occurs among the hills. 
Serpentine is usually green in color, and 
mottled like a snake's skin. ::\Iincs of iron ore 
,vere formerly \Yorked at Iron Hill and bog 
iron is found in various parts of the state. 

Manufacturing. Dela\Yare has natural 
advantages for manufacturing, though she is 
not · preeminently a manufacturing state. 
The small, swift streams rising in the hills 
of the Piedmont 
region furnish 
water power for 
numerous mills 
in the northern 
part of the state. 
For many years 
the falls at the 
mouth of the 
B r a n cl y ,v i n e 
have furnished 
power to turn 
the wheels of fac­
tories. As long 
ago as 1814 there 

second in importance. This industry, too, 
is located at "\Yilmington. Foundries and 
machine shops, paper and pulp mills, iron 
and steel works, follow in importance. There 
are also ship-building yards and flouring 
and grist mills. Since the canning of Dela­
ware's many fruits and vegetables has 
become a thriving industry, canning factories 
are multiplying in number. 

The value of the manufactured products 
of the state in 1905 amounted to more than 
$40,000,000. Of these, manufactures exceed­
ing in amount $30,000,000 were turned 
out at "\Vilmington, where a large proportion 
of the factories of the state are located. 

Since 1900, how­
ever, factories in 
increasing num­
bers have been 

. . . 
sprmgmg up m 
many of the 
smaller towns. 

Transporta­
tion. One of 
the earliest rail­
road lines built 
in the United 
States was the 
New Castle & 
Frenchtown 

were six teen FIG. 10. A strawberry field in Sussex County. In r900 this county Railroad joining 
cooper shops, produced two-thirds of tlze c11tirc straw/Jerry crop of the state. the Dela ware 

fourteen grist mills, five cotton mills, three River with Chesapeake Bay. This road is 
woolen mills, powder mills, saw mills and now abandoned excepting a few miles which 
other shops on the river near "\Vi]mington. form a part of the direct line of the Delaware 
The near-by coal fielrls of Pennsyh·ania also road. 
furnish a source of power. As for shipping, The Philadelphia, Baltimore & \Vashing-
Delaware River and Delaware Bay offer facili- ton Railroad, a part of the Pennsylvania 
ties for cheap water transportation. system, enters the state at the northeast 

The manufacture of leather, especially boundary, and passes through it in a south-
of fine morocco, made from goat skins, leads ,vesterly direction. The Delaware road with 
in importance. In the year 1905 it com- its branches forms a part of the Philadelphia, 
prised 2 4. 9 per cent of the manufactures of Baltimore & \V ashington and is therefore 
the state. It is carried on chiefly at \Vil- unrler the management of the Pennsylvania 
mington. The making of railway c:irs is Kail:-oac:1-. The line extends from Wilmington 
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southward through the state. The Dela,vare, 
Maryland & Virginia branch leaves the 
main line at Harrington and passes through 
Milford and Georgetown down into Maryland. 
A branch leaves this road at Georgetown and 
goes to Lewes and Rehoboth. At Townsend, 
Clayton, and Seaford, branches leave the main 
line of the Philadelphia, Baltimore & "\Vash­
ington for various towns on the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland. 

The Philadelphia division of the Baltimore 
& Ohio crosses the northern part of the state 
in a southwesterly direction, the line passing 
through , the northern part of Wilmington. 
The Wilmington 
& Northern road 
is merged in the 
Philadelphia & 
Reading. The 
Maryland, Dela­
ware & Virginia, 
formerly Queen 
Anne's Railroad, 
connects Love 
Point, Mary land, 
with Lewes. 
There · are about 
3 5 o miles of rail­
road in the state. 

Attorney-ger-ieral, Treasurer, Auditor, and 
Commissioner of Insurance all elected for 
four years. The Governor appoints a Secre­
tary of State, and has the veto power. The 
Lieutenant-governor is the President of the 
Senate. 

The Legislature. The House of Representa­
tives consists of thirty-five members, 
elected by districts for two years. There 
are fifteen Representatives from Kew Castle 
County, fi\·e of ,vhom come from the city of 
"\Vilmington. There are ten each from Kent 
and Sussex counties. The Senate consists 
of seventeen members, elected by districts 

for four years. 
Seven members 
are from New 
Castle County, 
two of whom 
come from Wil­
mington. There 
are five Senators 
from both Kent 
and Sussex. 

The Judiciary. 
The judges of the 
state consist of a 
C h an c e 11 or, a 
Chief Justice, and 

Trolley lines FiG. 11. 

are rapidly build-
A train of cars being loaded with fruit from Sussex County. four Associate 

Note the crates filled with strawberries ready Justices. They 
for the city marhet~. 

ing up especially 
around Wilmington and the surrounding 
villages, and c9mmunication has been estab­
lished with Philadelphia. 

The Chesapeake & Dela ware Canal 
extends from Delaware City to Chesapeake 
City and furnishes communication by water 
between Baltimore and Philadelphia. Sum­
mit Bridge, which crosses this canal at an 
elevation of about seventy feet, presents a 
striking view. 

Government. The chief executive officers 
are the Governor, who must be at least 
thirty years old; a Lieutenant-govsrnor, 

are appointed by 
the Governor for a period of twelve years. 
Two of the five law judges must be of a 
different political party from the other 
three. 

Courts. There are in the Judicial Depart­
ment a Supreme Court, a Superior Court, 
a Chancery Court, an Orphan's Court, a 
Register's Court, a Court of Oyer and Ter­
miner, a Court of General Sessions, and other 
courts of minor importance. The business 
of each county is in the hands of a Levy 
Court. The county officers are elected by 
th2 people. 
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FIG. 12. 

Political Divisions. The state is c1iviclecl 

into three countics --:\l'W Castle, Kent, and 

Sussex: 

l,L·nt.. 

Sussex. 

l..\:,{ll ARE.\ 

SVl'ARE ~111.E~ 

.+30 

. ........ (,30 

.. ()00 

POPt;I.ATIO:-/ 

I() 10 

123,188 

.)2,j21 

Formcrlv the counties were cliviclecl into 

hundreds for clcction purposes, but under 

the Constitution which was adopted in 1897 

the cli\·ision of the counties into election 

cl istricts \\·as rnaclc, ancl as the boundaries 

no longer coincide in all cases with the bound-

arics of the hundreds, the latter , · ·· . 

will gradually lose their English 

designation. I\ cw Castle formerly 

was the county scat of Nc\V Castle 
County, but in 1880 the court­
hr >USC' w:ts built in \Vilmington, 

and in 1901 the olcl jail was aban­

doned an cl the new workhouse 

near Elsmere Junction has since 

been used for county prisoners. 

All the county o!'ficcrs now have 

ofliccs in the new courthouse at 

Wilmington. Dover is the county 

scat of Kent County, ancl Gcorge­

tmvn of Sussex County. 

., .. 
0 

public ed~cation received but little 

attention. Of_ course there were 

good private schools in various 

parts of _the state for such as were 

able and \villing to pay for the 

instruction. William Cobbett, the 

celebratecl English Liberal, taught 

in \Vilmington in 1792, and there 

were some celebrated schoolmasters 

at Dover and also at N e,-vark in 

the early part of the century. The 

public school system ,vas estab­

lished about the year 1829, and a 

school fund was gradually collected 

by setting aside certain fees and 

taxes. This fund was greatly augmented 

near the close of Jackson's administration 

by the distribution of the surplus in the 

treasury of the ·United States among the 

several states of the Union. 

Since 187 S· the public schools of the state 

have been placed upon a solid financial basis 

and have taken a strong hold upon the 

affections of the people. A nevv school law, 

which was formed principally by codifying 

the old laws and eliminating the contra­

dictions and inconsistencies that had grown 

up in them, was adopted in 1898. The 

Education. Before the first 

quarter of the nineteenth century FIG. 13. Delaware College and Campus, Newark. 
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State Board of Educa­
tion is now made up of 
the Governor, the Sec­
retary of State, the 
State Audi tor, the 
President of Delavrnre 
College, and the senior 
member of each county 
school commission. 
The county school 
commission consists 
of three members 
appointed by the Gov­
ernor, one of whom 
must differ from the 

FIG. 14. Tiflihnington Conference Academy, Do·vcr. 

work until obliged, by 
reason of the feeling of 
uneasiness at the 
approach of the war 
bet\veen the states, to 
close its doors in 18 59. 
Meamvhile having been 
designated by the state 
as beneficiary of the 
money arising from the 
appropriation of public 
lands by the general 
government, in 1870 it 
v-vas again opened to 
students. From that others in his political relations. There is 

a superintendent for each county appointed 
by the Governor. 

The Wilniington High School. The "\Vil­
mington High School occupies a commodious 
building, which is a splendid piece of archi­
tecture and contains all the modern devices 
which make the ,vork of instruction a pleasure 
to teacher and pupil. (Fig 1 2.) 

Friends' School. Friends' School in vVil­
mington, a private institution of a very high 
grade, occupies a fine building on Fourth and 
West streets. 

The Wilmington Conference Academy. The 
Wilmington Conference Academy, situated at 
Dover, enjoys the patronage of a large num­
ber of boys and girls from the Dela ware and 
Maryland peninsula. It is managed by a 
Board of Trustees appointed by the Wilming­
ton Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. (Fig. 14.) 

Delaware C allege. Dela ware College, at 
Newark, received its charter in 1833 and first 
opened its doors for the reception of students 
in 1834. The college continued to do good 

time it has grmvn steadily. The institution 
has since been made the beneficiary of several 
grants from the general government, and has 
received some handsome donations from the 
state for buildings. (Fig. 13.) 

The State College for Colored Students. The 
College for Colored Students at Dover 
receives one-fifth of the funds arising from 
what is known as the " New Morrill I.Jill." 
This fund amounts to $5,000 a year. The 
state has made a numher of appropriations 
for new buildings. The college is doing a 
good work for the race. 

Population . . ;\cconling to the census of 
1910, ~he population of the state was 202,322, 
of which ncgrocs constitutecl ahout one-fifth. 
In the upper part of the state the white 
population is made up of representatives of 
many European nationalities. Ireland sends 
the greatest number of foreign born. The 
lower part contains the purest .Anglo-Saxon 
population to be found in the country. It 
is often remarked that a reading of jury lists 
in Sussex County sounds much the same as 
similar lists would if heard read in England. 
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II. THE CROlVTH AND DEVELOP­
MENT OF CITIES AND TOWNS 

New Castle County. Wilmington, the largest 
city in the state, had a population of 87,411, 
according to the census of 1910. It is situated 
between the Brandywine and Christiana rivers 
just above their junction, where they unite to 
flow into the Delaware. The northern part of 
the city along the Brandywine is very hilly, while 
to the south along the Christiana the land is low 
and marshy. Some of the streets in the northern 
and western part of the city are remarkable •for 
their natural beauty and the tasteful and home­
like ·appearance of their houses. The streets ar~ 
well paved and the drainage is good/ The high 
banks of the Brandywine, covered with native 
trees, constitute a magnificent park system, 
and the winding footpath along the stream, with 
the steep banks on each side, give it an 
indescribable charm of quiet beauty. (Fig. 15.) 
Wilmington has an excellent system of public 
schools which is entirely independent of the State 
Board of Education. The city Board of Edu­
cation, which is elected by the people, appoints 
the city superintendent of schools, and all of 
the teachers. 

The county courthouse, in which all the offi­
cials have offices, is a large building of imposing 
appearance. The 
new post-office 
building is a con­
spicuous example 
of good architec­
ture. The high­
school building is 
the pride of the 
city. ( Fig. 12 .) 

Wilmington has 
many beautiful 
churches. 01 d 
Swedes' Church in 
the lower part of ,. 

\Vilmington is eminently a manufacturing 
city, and gives constant employment to a great 
number of skilled artisans in its various ,vorks. 

It is a great center for the manufacture of 
morocco, and thousands of skins are annually sent 
out as finely finished leather. There are several 
large manufacturing firms \Yhich build ships and 
railroad cars, and make all kinds of furnishings 
for buildings. There are also se,·eral large shops 
which are exclusively engaged in turning out 
machinery. There is a fine plant for the making 
of steel by the open-hearth process. 

The great powder-making establishment of the 
Duponts is about two miles from Wilmington 
on the Brandywine. There is a large cotton 
mill near by where goods for window shades and 
other purposes are manufactured. In the coun­
try districts there are also several large woolen 
mills, all of which depend upon the fine water 
power of the streams. A great bridge-making 
concern has also established its works just outside 
of Wilmington. 

New Castle (3,351) is situated about five miles 
south of Wilmington on the Delaware River. 
It is an old town and contains many houses of 
historic interest. It was formerly the county 
seat of New Castle County. The old courthouse 
and the old jail are still conspicuous buildings. 
New Castle's streets are wel!_paved and the town 

in its appearance 
is prosperous and 
thrifty. Just south 
of the city there 
are large iron 
tube works which 
give employment 
to a great many 
men. There is 
also a large flour 
mill here. 

the city has been 
renovated and 
repaired, and is a 
splendid example 
of early architec­
ture. (Fig. 16.) 

A characteristic view of the park in the 
upper part of Wilmington. 

Middletown 
(r,399) is sur­
rounded by one of 
the best agricul­
tural districts that 
can be found 
anywhere in the 
Eastern states. It 
is a thriving town, 
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doing a large business with the farmers around. 
Some manufacturing is done here, but its greatest 
wealth comes from the richness of the soil. It 
is a town of fine homes; many of its citizens 
are retired farmers. 

Newark ( r, 9 r 3) is pleasantly situated among 
the hills in the northern part of the state. It is 
the seat of Delaware College and of the old 
Newark Academy, an institution that was once 
an important educational factor in the history of 
the state, but has since been turned over to the 
public school authorities. Newark has paper 
mills, wall paper printing works, and a vulcanized 
fiber factory. It is situated on the lines of 
both the Philadelphia, Baltimore & Washington 
and the Baltimore & 0!1io railroads, and has 
fine train service to the cities of the East. It 
is a well-ordered town and the people are noted 
for their social graces and high intelligence. 

Delaware City (1,132) is a quiet town very 
pleasantly situated on the Delaware River, 
where the Chesapeake & Delaware Canal begins. 
A flourishing local trade is carried on by the 
citizens. Many of its people are engaged in the 
fisheries, which are a source of much wealth. 

Newport ( 7 2 2) is a busy town in the suburbs 
of the city of Wilmington. 

Odessa (585) is situated in the midst of that 
rich tract of agricultural land which makes 

Frc:{ 16. Old Swedes' Church-originally Holy Trinity­
built, 1698. It is the oldest church building in the 

United States in continuous occupation. 

FIG. 1 7. The State Capitol, Dover. 

Middletown so well known. It lies directly 
east of Middletown. The Appoquinimink River, 
which is navigable, furnishes a means of trans­
portation to Philadelphia by way of the 
Delaware River into which it empties. 

Townsend (494) is a flourishing village in the 
southern part of the county, and is the junction 
of one of the lateral branches of the Delaware 
Railroad. By this system of branch roads the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland is put in communica­
tion with ·Baltimore and Philadelphia. 

St. Georges (264) is situated on the Chesapeake 
& Delaware Canal, and is in the middle of a rich 
farming community. 

Port Penn (299) is on the Delaware River, and 
is the headquarters of a·great many fishermen. 

Kent County. Dover (3,720), the capital of 
the state and the county seat of Kent County, is 
a very pretty town on the St. Jones or Dover 
River. A large open square, called the" Green," 
lends charm to this city. The various state 
buildings (Fig. r 7) and county buildings front on 
the "Green," and many of the older houses of 
Dover are built along this grass-covered plot. 
The mild climate of Dover and the beauty of the 
town commend it to northern visitors who seek 
to escape the rigors of winter. It is a busy place 
with large canneries of meats and poultry, and 
also has machine shops, wood furnishing shops, 
and silk mills. The Wilmington Conference 
Academy is situated here. (Fig. 14.) 

Milford (2,603) is situated p~rtly in Kent and 
partly in Sussex counties, w~ich are separated 
by the Mispillion River. Milford is in the midst 
of a great fruit-growing country. and in the ship-
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ping season it pre sen ts a busy scene. I ts streets 
are ·well paved and it has the air of great thrift. 
I ts markets abound in fish, oysters, and game. 

Smyrna ( r ,843) lies in the northern part of 
Kent County near the Smyrna River, which is 
navigable to this point. About one mile from the 
Delaware Railroad, it is reached by changing cars 
at Clayton and taking a train on a branch road. 
It is prosperous and is vvell supplied with agri­
cultural products by the fertile farms around 
it. Smyrna is the seat of manufactures. 

Harrington (1,500) is a busy town at the 
junction of the Delaware, Maryland & Virginia 
Branch of the Delaware Railroad. It is well built 
and is the center of a rich farming country. 

Clayton ( 764) is a railroad center; branch roads 
lead off to Smyrna and to the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland. Its population is made up of people 
who are in very comfortable circumstances. 

Frederica (659J, a prosperous town situated 
near the M urderkill, has a good local trade. 

Camden (553), Felton (451), and Wyoming 
(517) are all thriving little villages. Apples, 
peaches, strawberries, and raspberries are cul­
tivated extensively in their neighborhood. 

Sussex County. Georgetown (1,609) is the 
county seat of Sussex County and contains many 
fine old buildings. There are some factories 
here, and the business done with the country 
around is extensive. In the center of the town 
is an open square called the "Green" on which 
the courthouse stands, and around it are built 
many of the finest houses in Georgetown. The 
"Green" is on the watershed between the 
Chesapeake and the Delaware bays; water on 
the east side flows toward the Delaware Bay, 
and on the west side toward the Chesapeake. 

Lewes ( 2, r 5 8) is si tua tecl in the eastern part of 
the county just at the mouth of Delaware Bay. 
The Delaware Breakwater is built just off the 
coast from Lewes and affords shelter during 

storms to many boats. Many of the citizens of 
Le·wes are pilots who are employed in guiding 
boats up the Dela-\Yare. Pleasant summer homes 
are found here and also at Rehoboth (3 2 7), a 
summer resort about six miles down the shore. 
Here is a large factory for extracting oil from 
fish. Fish and oysters are abundant. 

Laurel (2,166) is on the Broad River, a 
tributary of the Nanticoke, and has steamboat 
connection with Baltimore. It ships vast quanti­
ties of strawberries, peaches, and melons 
annually and has a large lumber trade. S,veet 
potatoes of excellent quality are also raised in 
great abundance in the neighborhood. Here 
are a number of factories engaged in making 
baskets and crates for handling the fruit. 
Laurel is one of the wealthiest towns of the state. 

Seaford (2,108) lies about six miles north of 
Laurel and is also on the Delaware Railroad. 
It is on the Nanticoke River and has steamboat 
communication with Baltimore. It is in the 
midst of a great fruit country, and presents a 
busy sight in the height of the shipping season. 
Immense quantities of oysters are handled here; 
several large packing houses are engaged in the 
industry of packing and shipping them. 

Milton(r,038)is a flourishing town situated 
near the Broadkiln River and on the Maryland, 
Delaware & Virginia Railway, It has a rich 
country around it from which to attract trade. 

Bridgeville (939) is noted as being the point 
from which some of the largest shipments of 
strawberries in the United States have been 
made. It is the center of the great berry and 
peach-growing area of Sussex County. It is a 
thriving town and is surrounded by a neighbor­
hood of well-to-do farmers and fruit growers. 

Bethel (370) is a village ,vhich has a boat­
building establishment. 

Delniar (530), Frankford (395), and Selbyville 
(342) are thriving villages. 
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AIDS FOR TEACHERS 

SUGGESTIVE QUESTIO~S TO ACCOMPANY THE GEOGRAPHY OF DELAWARE 

Location and Size. (1) To what group of states 
does Delaware belong? ·what state, however, does it 
most resemble? (2) What is Mason and Dixon's line? 
(3) Describe and dra,v the northern boundary line of 
Dela,vare. (4) What is the greatest length of Dela­
ware? The greatest width? (5) How does Delaware 
rank as to size with other states of the Union? 

Surface and Drainage. ( 1) Distinguish between 
the tvvo divisions of the surface of Dela1vare? (2) Lo­
cate on map the watershed between Delaware and 
Chesapeake Bay. (3) What rivers drain the Pied­
mont district? The Coastal Plain? (-1-) Describe the 
rivers of both sections. (5) Locate and describe 
the great cypress s,vamp. 

Climate. (1) What are the results of a genial cli­
mate? (2) On the map (Adv. Geog., Fig. 76) locate 
Dela·ware and France, comparing latitudes. What 
causes the mildness of climate in France? (3) From 
what direction are the prevailing summer winds of 
Delaware? (4) Locate Delaware on the map (Ad1·. 
Geog., Fig. 188). What is the amount of rainfall for 
the state? 

Vegetation. (1) Distinguish the native forest 
trees of the state, sketching leaf form of each. 

Animal Life. (r) Describe a sturgeon. ·what is 
the "roe?" (2) At present what varieties of fish 
yield most profit to Delaware fishermen? 

Settlement and History. (1) Locate the first settle­
ment in Dela ware; the first successful colony. ( 2) 
State briefly the history of the Swedish settlement. 
(3) Describe the early government of Delaware. (4) 
Name the thirteen original states. (5) From what did 
the state take its name? (6) State reasons for the 
erection of two historic monuments in Delaware. (7) 
Describe and locate Drawyer's church; Barratt's 
Chapel; Christ Church, Broad Creek. 

Agriculture (r) What industries and products 
mark the upper or hilly portion of the state? The 
southern portion? (2) What fruits are grown in 
large quantities? 

Mineral Resources. (r) ·what is the most valuable 
mineral resource of Delaware? (2) What is kaolin? 
Feldspar? Granite? Serpentine? Iron ore? Bog iron? 

Manufacturing. (r) ·what three natural advan­
tages for manufacturing has Dela ware? ( 2) Describe 
the leading manufacturing industry? (3) Name 

other important manufacturing industries. (4) vVhat 
per cent of the total value of manufactured products 
belongs to Wilmington? 

Transportation. (r) Locate one of the earliest 
railroads, showing points connected. (2) Describe 
Dela1vare's three systems of transportation. 

Government. ( r) .Name the chief executive offi­
cers of the state. vVho is the present Governor? 
(2) Describe the two branches of the Legislature? 
In which district do you belong? (3) What oflices 
and courts constitute the judiciary? (4) "\Vhat is the 
Levy Court? 

Political Divisions. (1) Name and locate the 
three counties of Delaware; the county seats. (2) 
Explain the term "hundreds." 

Education. (r) In the early days of Delaware 
how was education promoted? (2) How long has 
the public school system been established? How 
long has the new school law been in force? (3) De­
scribe the state board of education; the county school 
commission. (4) Name and locate the leading edu­
cational institutions of the state. 

Population. ( r) Contrast the population of the upper 
and lower portions of the state as to nationalities. 
(2) In what country are the family names similar to 
those of Delaware? (3) What is a jury list? 

Cities. (r) Name and locate ten important cities 
in Newcastle County. (2) Describe 1.Vilmington as 
to location, natural features, buildings, educational 
facilities, and industries. (3) N amc two important 
industries of New Castle. (4) What is the cause of 
Middletown's wealth? vVhat natural ad vantage dis­
tinguishes Odessa? (5) What cities in the state are 
important as railroad junctions? (6) Name and 
locate nine important cities in Kent County. (7) 
Describe the capital city of Delaware. (8) Of what 
industry is Milford the center? ·what other towns of 
the state are situated in a fruit-growing area? (9) 
vVhat advantages of location does Smyrna possess? 
(ro) Locate ten important cities of Sussex County 
on your own state map. ( r r) Describe Lewes as to 
position and industries. (12) From ,vhat are baskets 
and crates for shipping fruit made? (r 3) Describe 
the "Green" in Georgetown. (14) For what is Sea­
ford noted? Bethel? (r.=;) Arrange the cities of 
Delaware according to population. 
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