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Mexico, D.F., July 25, 1944 

PERSONAL 

Dear Mr. Secretary! 

I can't tell you how much pleasure you gave Marion 
and me through your letter of July 21, which reached me 
last Saturday, which happened to he the day we were 
oelebrating our thirtieth wedding anniversary. I am 
deeply appreciative that you and some of my fyiends in 
the Department should havt noted that I am completing 
thirty years of service on July 27 with the Department 
and I am not going to try to thank you for the generous 
things which you say in your letter. You know how much 
I appreciate them. 

I am passing too many milestones these days to he 
altogether happy about it. Last year in October X had 
my sixtieth birthday. On July 22 of this year Marion 
and I celebrated our thirtieth wedding anniversary. On 
July 27 I will have spent thirty years with the Department 

I can only say that I have been grateful for all that 
life has brought to me whether it has been in a personal 
or in an official way. Whatever success 1 may have had 
in the work of our Government and the Department, a 
great deal of it is due to the help which I have had 
from Marion and this has been so real that I am not 
going into it in detail. So far as my service with my 
Government and the Department is concerned, it has been 
full of satisfactions and while I hats devoted myself to 
my work, perhaps even to a greater degree than I should 
I have no regrets whatever, for I feel myself mors 
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than amply repaid by the satisfactions whioh I have 
had out of my work for all the effort which I have 
put into it. 

Needless to say, nothing in the Government service 
during all these years has meant more to me than our 
personal friendship and our official relationship which 
I have been privileged to have. To enjoy this personal 
friendship with you whom I oonslder the greatest Secretary 
of State that our country has ever had and to have enjoyed 
this official relationship with you and to have had your 
confidence in the degree in which I have had it, and 
I hope to continue to merit it, is a satisfaction which 
transcends any other. I need not tell you how grateful I 
am for your continued confidence and friendship. 

Although I have passed all these milestones recently 
I am glad to say that my health Is quite good in spite of 
the extraordinary hours I have to put in here and I look 
forward to at least several more opportunities for 
usefulness to our Government before my work with the 
Department ceases. I sometimes think that there is another 
field in which I should be working where my background is 
so broad b»tt I still believe that for the immediate present 
my service here is more useful than it could be elsewhere. 
I am still hoping however that at the appropriate time my 
background in the European picture may oe utilized for I 
feel so definitely that our problems which will come with 
the peace in many ways will be even more important and 
difficult and just as decisive for the future of our 
country as is the winning of the victory in the war. 

With very real appreciation of your letter, in which 
Marion joins, and with affectionate regards and good 
wishes to you and Mrs. Hull from us both, 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 

George S. Messersmith 


