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N Illary ifnne Nevill

"

B: This is an interview with liary Anne Nevill on October 13, 1876.

We're goint to te tzlking about the women's movement znd the

woren's stu ieg at the University of

work es editor of tre vookx Caught in the Crossfire.

whet acout some of your own nistory aud your interest in the

weonmen's novenent?

N: 'y irtere.t in trhe women's movenent firsit ceme as purt of oy
N £ X

There was an upsurging ir the Listory and . ow

religion.

were trested in tre Uatlholic Churcr ana tois I we firs~s

(&}

ar. ouvtgrowth of the Veticen Touncil

we tire ani I wWus

~

of toose...you

3

wes interested

“atholic Crwurca and so I became interest and I beceame very

in working in churclh
wemen and trying

1 ST
e j_l,\_/‘

just not worth it siunce I hod five cnildren and they were 2ll ex-
trecely young at the tiie end so o juet completely dropzen oot of
the religious espect ard councertrated ny attention oxn golng 1o

cf

Delawere and Lary fnne's

Hary inne

Women
awzre of
et
unawcre of Setty Frieden or any other
krow sort ¢f movement type writing =t ti=t time.

i the degrzdetion of wonen thet comes from the

P

o

to chenge litereture pertaining to
ralse consciousness of the male priests wnd

-+ e
L OWaS

each

tTive
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course I tock of the narrowness of visicrn of even o« college ed-
ucatior., They will not....professors by and large are not open

at that time from '68 to '76...were not oprening their gyes to

the fact th:t there is a woman's point of view other than in the
writing courses that I toox end thet wes the only place where 1
thovgit I had complete freedom of expression. ITut in other
courses, anglish courses by eand large, towards the eni it wasn't
quite so wad, vut by and large trhey were not interested in thzt
women may neve another angle, another perspective who mey heve

hed different life experiences and they were unot willing to accept
that and neny tices grades reflected thelr unwillingness to accepi
other direction, point of view. So, I've found ealso row through
ny college education thedt 1t's not...you xmow it's Just people...

it's not just eny cne institution. I think it's Jjust people.

Pecrle need room to grow and accept other veints of view., I'w not...
T don't reolly ca2ll opsell 2 feminist. I write and I do not
rine fron the Tenirist purspective. I feel that everyone has a

way of looking &t things and men have been oppressed just as much

as women meyoe nore so and I feel thet, not to teke a conscrvaetive
stance because I don't put myself thet woy but I can't raise banners
and fly flags for feminism when I feel that it's all of us together.
but I wais very fortunaete toc come into my Job in women's stulies.
It's jusv e of Tuose fortultous circumstances and I've continued
workirng in women's studies since Januveary out as we discussed it's
seriously underfunded.

Could you tell z little about the history of getting the office?

Do you know how that happened? LHow long did it take to zet s

wvomen studies office?
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¥o. I suspect Janet N may be atkle to tell you = little bit

more about that since I ceame...the program's already in existernce...

wes in its second year when I came but as
broke under the preszure cf...

I didn't know avbout that. PFPerbaps you could tell a little of the
history of women's studies here at the University of Delawsre.

I don't know if I reslly should get into that because I wuas not
here. I mesn I was nere but I was not connected with the women's

stucdies program. I just know that the university hzs a mass

comnitment to many programs but tliey Jo not back them up with

bt

money and this is the problem. The first women just simply could

not do tune amount of worlk, be & teacher ard elso do her research,

the szme > the
ULIVETSLT +o & S
oh yes, oe
hevirg counnection with the »Hrezwsn jou find ouwl thot oo Mrow, juas

to make peorle understond., You xrnow the probleuws.

and it'e difficult tc hive = good srof:

es, yes, they expect & lotl more then it's possivle to do. We're
very fortunate tc ge. the grants of the humanities 1n the spring-

tire for tne Caugnt in the Jrosefire series. But that also wes

seriously underfunded as for as edmivistrative pay.

o

would you tell about the women Laugnt 1. thie Crossfire sc.oies?”

Yes
Thet scunds interesting.

It required enormcus amcunt of work to get these, I believe it

vom «now the first woman

ol

IS

wes thirteen womern here to spesk sterting in Februery with FPlorence
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Howe who is thought of in women's studies circles as the mother or
grarndmother of women's studies. There wes stipulations to the
women tnst we could get to come. They tad to ve in the humanities
or if trey were not the punel haed to be belanced with a humanities
person zs moderator so it effectively cut off meny w.omen whro zre
connected with tre women's novement out who are nct professicnal
sort of women. Fut I think even sc we got a good selecticon. e
hed Peairicia Schroder tie Democratic representative frowm CToloreado,
Elenor Ferry a screen writer. we had Jorothy lckKnight wro wus the
director of athletics at the University of kiuryland. So we had a
rzther large cross section of women who came ans who spoke and we
had very good turncuts in most of the evenings lectures arnd very
good feedback on the whole. Some neople w.ore disappointed but
then they Iidn't understand the constraints under which we were
workirg. So some of thelr com;leints were understandable.

You're really into this since you're editing...

Yes, well, I was the zdministrative assistant for this year since
Irank and good with contecting speskers snd...

Wwell, what are the ideas that you ceame out of it with...the sort cof
you're just feeling the result row in your work.

Yes, yes, the money tnat was promised to us and we didn't get it
in the spring,wzs given te us later and thils is why we wzre able
to get these prodeedings together and hopefully may the ook an
interesting one even though it hes limitations because they're
nainly lectures. VWe're trying to offer a grand perspective,
historicel-occupational wnd the last chaoter we're calling tenta-
tively transitionsl. These essays were .ot irncluded in the lecture

series. They are women in China, Cuba end Sweden to give some sort

[N

of bro

o

e}

er perspective to woren here iv the United States, Th
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occupationzl section, we heve the women who are working in the
world and the ones wno spoke, thnese zre all in this section, =2l1l
the speakers Trudy Lombard and atricia 5Schroder whom I mentioned
arnd Barbars Sizemore, oh, she's an zosolutely fantastic person

wro was & member of the Foerd of Bducetion in Weashington, J.J. and
who was not cresent.

Is she & black woman?

Yes, cre's a black woman, auvsclutely vital, fentastic, cherming.
She was a favorite of mine. & woman wno was forced out of Ler

job and she talks about it in this occupsational section.

Was 1t a power sitruggle with trhe ment
Yes, yes, yes, she's a very outspoken person and she krows the
things tiat need to be done and tried to bring them abcut but it
wesn't g1l men. I believe there was one woman connected with this
alsc. So, this goes to show that you can't draw herd and fast lines.
Hers will be a very interesting escey and 1t was very well received.
People seemed to enjoy it very much.. This will be a very interesting
essay. 1 think it was good you heve the academics which they also
will be included in the first onert of the vook., I think it's good
to get this brosd verspective from the nistorical telling a little
evern about women's history in Lurope and you know transposed here
in the United States, nistorical end the 1literature also in that

secticn. To contrast this with women who are you kxnow fightin

0

the bzttles out in the new world, we're hoping this zdds a lot of
attention to the book an?d ropefully interest too.

whet about the...sort of the temperature of the women's movenment
out here. Is it cooling the way tihe civil rights movemert ternded

to? Do you constantly rave to keep meéxing it happen or Joes it



N

¥8}

-

happen beceuse it's got such & 2ood start?

well, I 1like to think it's haprening vecause it has such & good
start but I think it's the way with & lot of mcvements. Tre women
wno zre first involved and who really, rezlly understernd how this
tremendovs energy and you znow outpouring of their feelings and all
into change but then you cone along with ssay a second generztion
wno don't really hove to go througlh the same things thaet the first
group of women...I'm generalizing from my own strengths 1'11 szy.

well, that's irportant.

really understand wunat huas gone before and it tends to tzke on =
more conservative stance and I feel this is the period that we're
in now and I think one of the writers, Ann Douglas who's in the
Inglish depsrtment at Columbis University, she speaks of wemen
writers in her essey and sae brings thnis up that she thinks we
should nct lose our enger. We need to keep ocur anger. e don't

need to cool it. That's ouTl...

(]
<
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Sometines 1t's dAifficult to keep veing sngry. That's
Well, it's hard...
Tike Jimes Beldwin in hils books when he first wrote what was his

momentous vook? I can't remewocr, lext Time the Fire or something.

Yeah

e was very, very angry and then he began writing from Peris and
cnanged and a lot of people criticized Ithat his laeter vooks didn't
heve the seme thing.

Yeah, that's intention. I think it is difficult to keep that anger
end I think this is an im, ortant point and perhaps of contention

between the wouwen now. I think there ig & lot of women who are



going irnto a mcre lesbian type of stance ratuer active cr...
B: Do you know why this 1s%? I'm glad you brought it up because it

seems To me .ublic stence and yvet if it's
i o

rezl 1t hos 200 but why is 1t evelving now?
¥: Well, I think it couls be the sense of inzovility to change insti-
tutions of people et wmedia frustration of saying I cen't you Kuow

even at private personal relzticnsiips. Once your head has gotten
to & certain place and there cre so neny veople that it's diffi-
cult to deal with them because you zre in one place znd itlie energy...
you Jjust don't went to expend tle energy trying to make other

veople see wnere you are or s.e this wiole vaest problem.

[6e)

Zut lesbianism...homcsexuality has certaeinly veen much more openly

discussed even though you inow that phrese called closet homo-

}'_l_'_j

or

e
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sexual is so well uwnderstood by people. eople hezring this

tepe years from vow we hope, I'm interested in wondering if the

joT

dislocations...l'm tzlixing cbcut the dislocetions from whet was

& more orderly society in terms of sex roles, not that il wes
right, just nore ordierly. hether it's beciuse we know that we
reve o reduce the or achileve a zero population growth end we Xnow
that we no longer cean have & learge new crop of bazbles every year
that makes these diversionary things happen more or do you simply
think thot they're now bteing talked zbout?
N: No, I heve never thought avout 1t in those circum...that wey and I
don't know as I really egree with thet. I thirk it's a frustration
in personal relationships perhaps mainly and it's also a woy of
regeneraiing anger. I'm thinking zbout that., I just resd & review

of Afudrian Ritch's new boock by a persown wnom I adnmire, Francine D.

Gray. She's ju.t come out with a new vock end Audrian Hitch is



a bisexusl person whom will soon come out as they seay.

B: Excuse me, I read the review of the new vcok in the Tinee 2 couple
of weeks ago wasn't 117

N: liaybe 1t wzs just last weck or the weck vefore.

P: Yes, end I'sm wonlering wren you look at & bookx like that what you

4

2o think soout it in terms of its

N: Well, I...

F: Do you think it really helps the women's uovement?

N: Vo, I den't. I really don't., I still feel I'm not that given up
on man., I still feel there's some way you know there's some
meeting ground somewrere and I think this really, this negativity,
trhis is the kind of anger trougnh that I think is...negative anger
naybe, that as the reviewer commented that she becomes so poelenicel
she's falling into the same trap z=s men. I mean the things that
they used tc do, women are fel irg intc the same trap and I think
we reall; need to meke ourselves aw:cre thoet 1t is so easy to do,
to use these same tactics and...

B: ind reclainm yourselves as women not just unisex people.

s Althougr I cen see people wno share complete frustration do...perhaps
not practice this...or precticing lesbtians but I mesn just you
kxnow divorce themselves from men, just set taemselve: apart from
men. I think lesbien conjures up ell these connotations of you
KNnow...oad,

B: The butch picture. We don't like thet.

N: Yo, I don't., I don't like that at 1. I think it tends to...it
ternds to turn pecple off.

B: Whet you' re soying, it seems like @ natur:=l kind of thing to

y

N

nespen now, to szy we're still here sort of.
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Yes ., I think t is is protably what sudrian Ritch is doing. But
I don't xnow. I cen't speak for her.

Whet is her name?

fudrisn “itch. She hspvens to teech at futgers canpus ecnd she's
a friend of wio 1s our viziting women's studies

just hzppen to xnow a

J

distirguished professor this yesr ani I
1little bit ebout her. It concerns me.
ind is she writing a new tock did you say?

Audrien Ritch has...it's just come cut. It's the one that was being
reviewed,

Oh, I was talking about the Gray book.

Oh, the Gray book, oh!

It is heving a... that's it. I covldn't remember it very well.

Ch, it got a positive review. It...

Yes,

I'm very anxious to read tiet book. Oshe has written...I'm very
interested in her beczuse I followed uner career beccuse she's
written about Catholic radicals in the sixties and I was very in-
volved in the anti-war novement through the Catholic Church in

thhe 1960's.

Do you find yourself now a stronger Catholic?

Oh, noc, no. I'm not connected &t all with any religior. No, I
completely just divorced myself from any sort of institutional

type religion at all. o, I found that it mede me a sirong person

to go thirough This experience and tc see...

oW

You mean to really doubt your basic structure of your life?

lVy value system was cguestioned and I had to restructure my whole

life with & new value systen and it 4id not include anytiing
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Catholic because there's nothing there anymore. I thought at one
time things looked like perheps they would change and I can see
now why women like I have divorced myself from that...I can see
how people are divorcing themselves from situations that they can
no longer tolerate.

Because they need freedom end it's been like opening a wall. It's
like opening out.

Well, I've done that in my own private life and...

Are you now divoreed?

No, I'm separated. I live by myself without my children. liainly
beczuse I found...

Will you be divorcing or do you just weant 1o seperate?

Well, it doesn't metter to me., I don't consider divorce Jjust a
legal...if I want to remarry I'll need to be divorced but I'm rot
concerned abcut getting a divorce.

But your separation is final. Have you got & scpareation agreement?
wWell, you don't need a seperation agreement. I found that out.

On

A1l you do is separate and that's a legal separstion es long as
both of you are not living in a house together. I did not know
thet at the time. I've since found that out because there are
tremendous repercussions on wemen who leave their children for
whatever ressor., In the law and this is another tring...

And what would those repercussions be?

Well...

You mean in terms of any settlement thzt you might get.

Yean. There's no setilerent. There's rno chance that I could ever

gain custody of my children again. I meen it's like ninety nine asnd
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forty four nurdredths percent certain that I cculd not.

So you want to leave it so that you share custody.

Yes

In 2 wuy, your separation is sharing custody.

Yes, we're working this out. We're keeping very...as much as can
be possible an amicable relationship bec.use legally I feel it
would ve a disservice to the children. It's a very uncomfortable
business to nave to deal...especially when you're dealing with

so many children.

Well, do you feel that you and your children...cen you suow trem
in any way? 4Are they too young to understand your needs?

Yo, they run from ages...there's five and they run from zges ten

to fifteen and they've secen my frustration over the yeers. Being

11

part of a system in which I 4id not fit emotionally or intellectual-

ly anymore.
ind you needed your intellectual stimulation. Isn't that what
brought you out? Going to sc.o0l?

3

Yes, yes going to sciool and it gave me the conficence beceuse I

nel o vad 2 boekgroeund of luiowing where I hed cone from go it gove
e oonlidence irn velolng wy opinions even though they weren't by
end lerse rot sccepted. I hed the conlidence to veoice wiet I

W T hes Toe wolce,

233 vew terin to huite the war early in HMerch of '65 when the

bombing began for exanple? lere you an early war protestor?
Well, not terribly =ctive, no because I had ny fourth crild in
'65 and ten months later, '66, I hed my fifth one so I wus pretty
much...l was aware trat this was wrong but I was awere of it

through my Catholic background. We had a diocese in
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a very, very strong man who was very libersl, very you know, the
kind of verson I like, who was bringing this to people'c attention
and of course was since fired very scon afterwards. 5o, I was
awzre of tnis but it's a step when you are in & suburban location,
a very suburban atmosphere, it's a large step tc come out openly
because my children were beat up, through the years they were
physically beat UpP...

Because of your anti-war stance?

Tecause of ny anti-wer stance wien I finelly mede it public and
participated in demonstrations and you znow, was interviewed and
things like that. We had eggs constantly thrown at our house,

e had tometoes, we had CerSe.e

Yere you the leader of the group because it sounds like it?

No, T was a...l belonged to ilcthers United for Peace and I wzs a
member of the committee grcup. We decided what we snould do and
things like that. 3But we were really pretty conservative sort of
group compared to szy Youth aAgainst War and Fascism.

And Vomen's Strike for Peace, that was stronger too I think.

Thet was strong. Thaet was not here. We were members of Women's
Strike for Teace but they were reslly besed in Philadelphia and
there wes 1o a locel group but we you know used a lot of their
syntactics and things like that. But...

In the church that T beleng to wnich was an Zpiscopal Church, the
rector formed The Clergy Concermed Against the VWezr and we had a
total division of the church and the senior warden said to ris
rector, "If I didn't believe in my government, I would have
nothing to believe in." He just didn't understand thet this

church wus importent to hinm.
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Ke T Powell who was a friend cf wmine and wrom I defended wus
also a Ffamily zember of that group way beck in, I guess thot
was ebout '65 maybe.

Well, it wes ir late '65 I belleve that we head the first mectings

in Albeny, lew York. It wes a very interesting for people ani

there were tensions tnat were very oigh. e had a peace center

in Albeny staffed oy women volunteers eltnough it wesn't...

Oh, you wmean Albeny. I woo thinking of :ere.

It wasn't to be a women's novement. Yes, I'm just bring.ng out

my exgerience too for the record tecause tie peace movement was sn

agonizing one for people who were cerious adlcut their christianity

N

nd there's no doubt about that. It was a very critical kind of

ot

hing and feelings ran nhigh and it's inte.esting to sce hiow guickly
we've forgotten and Vietnam hes been forgotten, very successfully.
Well, I'm of the opinion that we really haven't dealt with it yet.
I thirk by and lerge here in the United States we want” to forget
it.

Oh yes.

There's a new book and I'm...I just can't weit to see it by Ron
Kumbeck, a person who wes raised very you know like maybe z lot

of people were raised to believe in your couvntry and hes secn you
know...he's writing znd it's as I understand very good writing end
I thinx the United States, zll of us are going to, no matter what
our perticipation are gcing to heave to come to terms wit: this
sone day and I think it's analagous to almost z Eitler type of

thing in Germany. rayvbe not quite the same but...

B: Well, what about yourself in your writings now. Are you trying

to write independently? I mean are you irying to write very
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tiary Anne Nevills works?
Yes, I wrote while I was a student at the university and I'm in
2 transition period ncw though as far as my writing soes maybe

o 3

onn & uore nature starce I guess I should say. But I find it's

‘\/
very difficult beciuse T've been through so muc: in the pact
yesr that takes tine to be able to deal with tre material that
you heve to deal with im a velry objective menner.

Well, Tor one tw.ing

ct. have the Jorv ¢f editing this sewinar,

<
v

Yes, it's very time concuming. Yes 1t is, but I do intend to

pursuve ny writing. It's ver difficult tc get it published also
the feminist oublicetions will not tiuke 1t vecause it doesn't soy

&~ o

what they want it to s.p and other publications s.y no, vecause

they wont it to something else and I guess thils is everyone's

you know who writes or tries to write you know goes through the
ame’ thing. Do youw say what they wint you to scy or...

Do you have to keep trying that's all..

Keep trying, yes.

Pirnd & zood subject that you can research well enough if you're

not going into fiction...

well, that's what I write. I'm a fiction writer,

Oh, I wos Just thirking in terms of get.ing publiskhed. There zre

so mary books that look at modern, comtemporary worlds and find

out avooul them and then write woout thnem, rether simple writing.

T mean you know in terrs of nitting & puvlisher.

I hedn't thought avout thet really. I1'd like to talk about myself

a little and my situsvion zow after neving left my children and

my nusbend. Vhat it's like for a womean alone who's made a mzjor

life change with yractically no suprort. At the tize my close
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friend was away. It's a very frightening expe lence. It's
difficult to aeal with being rejectcd by your friends and these
are...l'm not speeking of mutual friends of my husbend eand nyself.
These w e my close friends who I didn't want to go into great
detail =bout the tackground but wio could ot accept ne and I
thought very =auc  about that because I was extremely nhurt more
than I could admit at the time., sand I think probably there are
meny women in ny situction wio for a veriety of reasons would

o

like to do perhaps wioat I hove dene but woo are «freid of society's
condermetion who and pernscs leck the couraje, there are umany
rezsons and circunstances, neany, neny reawsons. oput for me rignt
now the hardiest thing pverticulerly living in a university environ-
ment is adjustivg to a different generetion really. One that...
goirg to school with students, younger students is nct guite the
scme as teing with thenm almost as equal. In the zpartment build-
ing that I live in there are & 1ot 0f younger men &r.Jd women whcm
I'm around and wrom I see and they are sort of...they don't krow
quite hiow to treat me because I'm colder end I've done this thing
end 1 verheps look & litstle younger out then they sece the children
and they Just cen't put 1t ell tegether., -nd it's Jdifficult for

me vecause 1'm oL dealing with people iy own zge and it's difficult
for me. I h.ve to Tit mysel? to soie extent inte o different...
well, I dreseg a little diffcerently, mnot in the daytiuwe, wvut in
tre evening, then I used to. Lot to feel cne of the group but

meinly because I Joun't wait to stand out zs ceing too peculiczr.

I went tc be friends. It's importent right now for me to Lhave
Fa ™
L

frienls or to know other people because I'm virtuelly slone in

the world and the whole thing of deslirs; with mnen is something that
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I wes vot awzre of. I see uen who are much younger then myself
and I like this ve. ruse tley're the accepting men. The older

men don't quite mow wrat to do znd how to deal with me =znd I've
run into older men or say men my agfe who would like to do the

seme thing I've done w.o also lack the courage but yet they per-
haps would like & relationship with me but I tend to not get
irvolved in those because I think they would be destructive to

my ovn self. ZHefore in my life I was alweys concerned with my
crnildren, ny nusband, how other neccople felt. 1 never was con-
cerned with now I folt., I would constently alweys Go the femipine
thing of putting other neople firet and 1t': very, ver
e trenely difficult tc lecrn what your needs are end to try to
work on fulfillirg your own needs. It's very dif

I still find myself Yeling Zrevn inte tie trap of thirking say ss
men are concerned, worrying ccout nhow they wre feeling, what they
went rather then whet I want end it's a whole new scene as they sey.
rd elso meybe even stvill in relstion to your fe:ily. Is tiere
still sort of & hangup there do you think?

O yes, yes, I To & certaln extent I worry v.ry, very m:c. nbout
how the cnildren cre but Leing cwey from it, I'm ecovie to see thirgs
more clearly than I weo when I was ceught up in it. I tend to
worry too much and ncw I force myself now to worry when there's

one child in pzrticulsr wro tends to ve very weepy and went me

ack vnome but I know thet I hoeve to decl witn this., I czrmot...l

heve te e strong. I caen't get very weepy with her. I have to

let the chilaren krow theat I hove made @ decision ernd I sm strong
in my position and we 211 h.ve to accept the fzct thut there is

-,

no turring back. This is a wrcle new tiivg., Yow I, & pe.son who
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would not have ione t.is without lots of beckground reading but
there was nothing to resd. There really is notnivg to read thet
I heve been enle teo find so I'm making my own rules and...

I think this is wiy you need to wrise & book.

Fopefully I will.

3 1

Taybe the Look hes alresdy been resd vy countless people at ihe

tine this tzpe 1s hesard.

well, hopefully.

This is an extraorcinarily strong thing you've done. It is extra-
crdinary.

well, I look on it....

Eecause the hope thet the child has wien the child is weeping you
see is very difficult for you to turn awvay.

Ch yes.

You've got to stay there and then on tie other hand, my cguestion
would be I'm wendering if it isn't much better if you don't see
them too often.

Wwell, I see...

S0 they cen get used to the finality.

Oh yes, I don't see...l have no car also so it's nearly imgpos.ible

to get te Claymont. It takes three Lours by the time you trensfer

<

busses and 21l so I tried Tint once nd thet can be...that cannot
be.
Well, you cen't go to thet rone.
Lo
Beceuse thzt would confuse then.

Thet confuses them. I occasionally, ©y husb.nd will bring me up

for a woile but what we do is tiere's a little place; I have a one
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roon apartment but there's a 1ittle place in a litile alcove where
they can sleep and on Friday nights one child comes down, Saturday
night another child will treade places and come down so there's not
one child coming every week and usually there's not but cnce child
comiig every other week. By the tiue that they all trade arcund...
So they neve a nice time to be by themselves with...

With me, yes, Jjust one, usually just one unless there is some other
reason for two to coue.

Thaet's good beceuse that sives that child, one person attention.

So he has totel atitention whereas when you're home with five
cnildren, especially so close in age, emotionally it's very trying

because you're putiing enoctlonal energy so spread cut plus tie
husbend and there's no wey. There's never any way for me to get

the emotionsl saticfection beck beccause I was giving it out all

€

tire time and this wey I'm somewhat fulfiliirng my needs and I'm

able toc give to each child and I don't meen this to sound cut earnd

£

dry but it's there for me to give and it's not a nervous or anything.

o

t's me and I cen glve my wnole self.,

s

T

when did you rake your final decision? How long has this veen
true. for you?

., well, I actually left at t.e end of June. So it's been over
three nmontns now.

It's still very new.

Yes, it's still very new, yes. EAlthough, I felt witiin the past
co.ple of weeks a real transiticne The first three months were
hideous and I will never, ycu xnow, say they were any different

because I wag totally slone, actually totally alone.

nd you were also probebly very unheppy from the stendpoint...ycu
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dién't hwve an exhilarated Teeling having made the breck., You
were heving a very torn...

4% first I was exbilerated for the first 1ittle bit, little while

I was exhtilerated But then I worked 2 liminal summer so I hed
nc contact with people =2t work or at tris epartment buildin

where I lived and the exhilerction when it wes there gquickly wore
awey. I mean it was gone in no tire. So, scmeore else...
Beceuse you have to have people. You lezrned thet,

You canrot be totally slone. You see, I nmude such @t corupt tran-
gition from a life thelt wos consterntly Tilled with very little
time for myself to & life of complete opposite, Tc complete aloneness
and that's woT good.

End you also wonder wny sudadenly I'm nct really needed, You have
to keep thinking to yourself, if you don't watch, a women does
need tc be needed.

Ch yes, yes.

snd if you sudienly don't have eny marketing,no tacle tc fix, nc
kid to clean up, it certeinly would be a huge difference,

Oh yes, veczuse my husband wes very certain to meke it clesr znd
not in & nasty way or anything, tret I had left and it wes all

up to him now and tne children could rnot czll me for every little
problem or whatnot, thet it wes nis suow te run and there for a
while that was very difficult for me bec.use I still wented to
feel like, you know, they could cell me znd you know. vt then
it 4didn't take too long., I nmean just & weex or so's time for me
to figure that chey Lzd 1o hove one parent to whom to go sid thet
wes my husband bvecause he was there and they couvld not fesl thot

well, trey could go to me or get different opinions or so. %o, this
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is another very good, weally very goo. outcome because my husband
wes rore inclined before to lesve everything to me but yet he ca
still share his provlemrs with me now., It's & different, it's a

different relaticnship.

So, you think that he will be getting remarried. Will he be wonting

the divorce before you would?
I really don't xoow, T...zs far es I know he doesn't see anyone

else. He's staying so busy and Lis evenings are so busy that e

O]

oesn't have the freedonm thet I have, I have the freedom end I

[

sce other men. «e don't tolk about it but I would have no ob-
jection if ne wanted to remarry. I thirk there is sometiing that

5

children because 1 trnirk thi
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woulde..l think that in one w.y we're very fortunate., Helther of

us hed other men or other wemen. S0 many separations occur because

the womean or the man nhsos someone else but this was not She cease.

Fs

This weas a clear cut cease of ny wenting freedom so the children
did not have to desl with that &t the time or one parent s.ying
r.o, yes, the usual things that happren and you hesr vout them all

the time. So, in a w.y we're very fortunate but in a wuy maybe

we're only postponing perhaps...you r.Ow...L have o thoughts to
renarry. 1 do not at ohis time ever want to get into & zosition
wi.ere I don't have my freedom and &s 1 lock on murricge right now
I'm still locking cn it as a constraint ratiher then as e freedonm
for individuals so...but wy busband cdoes net look cn it thet wey

enl s8¢ he wvight...

e will get tired cof <oin

T 1w . PR ~ - e S L C e R

Te gsexe thult he won't but it's hard., It's very Jifficult end he
S il . ] N K ~ 4 e T i

Wlo‘y vituli b ut o R YR, z & o4 Uiz o oS [ VIP
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clee zo through tids?  24d you have woy model

CounD

not., I huf vo models whatsoever, The woman I work with

sensresed and henr Jiveorce hecive Tinal wiille we were working.

scmewhzt of & wodel but also I knew that my circuastarcec.

1

d ore child who wes younger thet eny of my children...my cir-

cunstences sewmed to me peculiesr, peculiarly my own. I could not

Fe

things

use thet as a rmodel, only as & model in so

T &S gomeone
to do it end still exist wxd zov fall apart ard that sort

1
I did worry zbout thet but nce, I looked around for

and as 1 s¢y the corneg or two things I found, they were pro-

fes:ionel $ype women w..o hed good jouvs and didn't have the insur-

sisters,

Yes,
dead

what

do you have eny?

I heve two brothers and & sister and a motrer. Iy FTather's

gsister has come to sce me once., They don't Miow guite

iy
to do They don't know how to...one brother I've seen, they

don't know how to trezt me. You see, I had what would ordinarily

be thought of as an ideal nmurrizge. I mide it appear that way so

no o

ne

wes

really ewere of thne fact arnd my friends and my family

more or less looked up to me ws someone wno was able to juggle @

hone,

Py

school, outside activities and they were not aware of the

inner turmoil that I wes experiencing and I've uv.ied to talk about

it‘ -

Jo you xnow whHat caused 1t except that your need for...w.at I hear

from

3
o

ou,

missing.

the recl need for intellectual stimulacion thaet you were

Not g0 much other constrainis tecsuse you were free to

.
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teke poart for example in the anti-.ar mcvement.

well, my husbend did not...no, this wes pect of the bresk that wes

made, I mean the beginning of the break w.ich came about ten years

ago.

He did not wznt you to do this.

No, he di¢ not wunt me to Jdo these things. Ie 4id not beck me up

ir these things. He let me do them but only under an enornocs
etive feedbaclk and I cen see his point. I know it was difficult,

he was not where I was, he iidn't heve to...znd now I can under-

stand thet. At the tice I did not. He casne from a different back-

ground completely. It wasn't Cathooic. It wasn't asutiocriterian.

et

It wes much different from my own backgro.rnd =nd e understood whet

- ) 1

I hed to go through in order To...the Catanolic upbringing is a very

hezvy numoer to overcome and 1 do toink & lot of peoule overdo it.

[
Q

ney never do 1t.

Yo, no I...

You may go buck.

Well, I don't...I den't...

I mean in a positive wey you might return. TLook at people like the
Earrigens, you Ziow.

Oh yes, well, they stayed and you know, they stey znd fight.

IT you trink of & community of people and those peovle tiat acted

out their feelings, it's reszlily rether an exciting kind of community

futroritetive vut or thce other hand sup, crtive too.
Well, they were rot supportive. We ran into other problems in our

Cetholic Church. They were not sup;ortive of,perhaps the anti-war
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things did not bother then so much as tre things pertaining o
women of which I objected strenuolusly and was refused comaunion
publicly and those sorts of things thet broke my heert beceuse I
nad obviously abided by the teachings eand I felt they were forcirg
women to e oh in & hypocriticel role and to, you krow, I objected
strenvously so I was not backed up that woy at all, in fact, I
received anything vut sup.ort ani this really broke my heart I

wes actually seying, zut it that vy,

O, I know. Well, wnat aboul...well, mayove you might find anothier
community for exanple, in Wasnington or in other larger cities.

I suspect...

Or you cc.ld find much freer attitudes.

Yes, I thini thzt Newark for all its you zmow, liberalness is not

.

reslly that free. I discovered scumeviing eadboct the yo nger

Q

eneration, tend to ve more conformist than I w.s aware of as fer
as everyoene 1s in to the sere sort of thing row and if yoa're not
into it, they sort of 1l ok &t you askance. 3ut it's scnething
that everyone has tc work out for their ownselves and I don't fird
the kind of community ere in Newark that T perhaps am looking
for. But I'n sure 1t must te elsevhere.

- N}

Yeeh, thzt will e & hord thing to do, move, make znother move.

Oh yes, this...I'm...I know that I scould look i & larger cities
but tiils is sonevhing thev right cow I'm fearful., I'n very fearful.
There may be an opportunity at the university to have a tewcliug
assistantship or somethirng of that nsture and zo on and get your

TN - 2 om T LR 8 R P A B T S R Y 1
Pr.D. in Tnglish. Whet would te wrong witn that?

.

Well, I don't krow as I see English set up in this literature here

the university, I'm not interested. It's toc...I can't use the word
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conservative, but it isn't forwzrd looking and it's

fi1ll a vitsel need for ze, my mnglish covrses although the

writing I will alwoys seperase that out ant a few 1

fond of.

=

for the tape, w.o wee your fivorite peogle,

+
=

Who,

depsrtment?

iy very favorite person wszs Barbeara Gaites who was denied
the mele foculty lacst year.

Is she on a temporary conirsct?

Yo, she is & agsistent profescor and she will be veted ug

this T211 but she's extrenely cupuble,

o

trhe sen woo were voting.

thet thaet

o

feel strictly .

Ui

Do you
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epartment wiich I heari sucut
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rolitics, Y OL LIL0W,

don't ‘mow sirce I wasn't informaiion.

But she wes very disap:

$.)‘:

‘Well, zhe wis disan; record

-

olnted mainly vecause her

s—L 5

board, other vlace you lwmow, she wo.ld heve beern

I gay, sie hus more publiceaticns, whet heve you,

this sort of tnirg
&

wWags oy very

I'r., Newmesn, the Shakespeare teacher

opinions about interpretations of c..as

peare, but he's & very fine, honorable man and Thomas

my writing teacher was alwsy crtive.

Well, aenywey for rizht aow you're rejecting a

5

rerhaps enother university would do thet, wo

tecchers

sort of.

2Cross

better te

sy A T U
4

teachning essi

1d nelp you in
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wCleselt doesn't
fiction
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Teople wro wer
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write.

well, yes

5
LY

- -~

I know it's very difficult to, you liow, sccure positions unless
vou have booxs an? those things tehind you. I would like to do
it more in a coezvive aspect Leceuse I know 1 Jjust held &
here who wanted to go on for her Ph.D. znd of course she's older

hen I vut she waszs discourzied bec.use oF ~£€. Unce you getb,

, I wo.1ld 1like ¢ 4o scactiing wore with writing slthougn

25

well, I don't Xnow now wy acederic record is, I don't know thet's...

I'sn wore intellectually oricnted than a typing job would keep me

heapoy, you Xii0OW...

Of course, thet's it., I wes Tthinkiar of & w.y you Just might get
some kind of job and svill not huve mede your moves. You noven't
checked out that possibility?

Yo, ne, well in scome ways I have. I hzve to find out how to et

-

money fTirst and thet's tie tring., I

narrow wrnat you would lixe to Jo.
counselling but I wes discouraged from that because I wis older

and t..e program wzgs 1ot geared, it's only geared for you 'mow,

iy p

"

€.,

pE

{

eighteen to twenty two set
well, that doesn't make any s.nse from the standpoint of beirg a
couvniselor.

I krow. I was very conce:ned about that., I felt that the

university should offer services even to part-time women. I needed

counselling cnce and I couldn't really be served because I only
had ten crelits instead cof twelve. It seems a little pickyunicsh
to me sirnce part-ti.e peorple sre paying thelr share axd they're

Just not paying it all at once. They pay 1t over eig t yeurs soy
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instesd of four. So, I Jidn't receive any positive feediack there.
‘nd elso this is & new thing to me and 1 tend to since I've hed
these rejection expsriences, I tend tc be eesily...

Put downe.

Yeanh, I don't pursue things like I s.oula.

o .

Besides getting discouraged. You get discouraged.

T'n very easily discovraged. Yes, at this peint, mzinly because [
doni't heve anywey to heove positive feedback ani if I received sone
discorraging trhings...it's a very difficult thing to know how to
deal with, very Jdifficult becavse tucre's rno where to go. You
jus: heve to do it on your own.

vet? Lzve you had food steamps?

there's a verson in the office who gets

e very degrading experience. It's extremely
degreding and they come to ner nouase and look over Ler house wnd

she's wiite but I mesrn she has to every nontn reapyily snd this

=

person lives next to no income ena 1 Zuess I just don't want

to eéxpose myself to tuat ever though, you lnew, you're suprosed to.,
I guess you Jjust don't wnt fo take any muney.

I would rather, yeah, I would racher. I eat very, very little., I
lost en enormous amount of weigzght tut to me, I need my pride.

I don't want anyone tc toke thas from ne.

You do, you need it. Well, so what is your way out? ‘hat about
taxing some zmoney from your huswuena? You did 4o a good job for a
very long time of teking cuxe of cnildren., A 10t of feminists say

that. You know, = did a lot of sup,ocrtive work, you krow.

in taking any money from nim at &1l. I

o

Year, I'm unot intereste

ve



think we have an agreemnent thet if worse cones to worse and I'nm

N

going on stervi:g, you rmow, if I need roney say, I hud to write

+

& check and didn't have t.e money in the bank to cover it. I
think T needed twenty dollars and you know, I told niuw I needed
twenty dollers. It's sort cf a dependent relationghip tut yet I
know thet nmy husband did not...he doesn't have tre colleze educa-
ticn I heve. He put through college and in some ways it's unfair
of me to tske eanytning from them since T always tcok care of the
rorey in the fomily. I xunew how little we hed and ifow far it

hat te go end thet wes alweys an enormous strain, Tow thut I've
nede my decision not to rely on my husbend economically, it's
forcing me to meke some inmportent decisions in my own life and

elso as fer as the wiiole women's meovement is concerncd, rignt now

-y

my main concern is to secure a well neying job and think of ny

A=) .

own needs as primeary. Can you turn it off againu

N
2

0
H
jor

Lo need to
find ny own way and it's & very scary thing but yet I feel I

heve to do it. I'n ve_y excited aoout the future., Luch mcre
excited avout the future than I ever could be while I was married,
I almost felt that there wes no future which leads to depression.
I'm excited about the opportunity to establish new relationships.
I haven't been completely discouraged althougnh I've had many ex-
periences in the pzest three jwoiths thet couvld have discouraged nme.

ind 1 do feel support in some weys from other women's writings al-

N

I ind ere

though I Jicdn't find anything specifically. what I do
just thoughts and ideas «ul lmages that cone to me «s I rec=d about

ther women heve gone tharough and even thouvgh my situation

o]
o
=
oy

.

ps isn't analogous, the feelings 1 think are very rnuch tie

swre and I thirk tiet's what is important to remeunber. Thut's



important for me to remeumoccr @nd I think this is wiy I have hope

for the future meinly because I'm sure men have the sare feelings
avout their lives. This 1s wiy I zlways have warm feelings

toward men and I hope Teo see the women's movement not become...

or the women in the movement become too angry and shut men ccomplete-
ly out of their lives becsuse I thirk they're doing & disservice

to themselves beccuse there is always t:at extra cdinmension.

Although we spoke ecrlier of anger, I think it's still possible to

T

have anger and use it constructively. 1 hove anger now but maybe

¢

I'm not expressing it overtly but yet 1t does make me act on my
decisione. It keeps ne not wanting vo slide beck into the easy wey
of saying, o0.k., I'll go vack home and you know, that's really an

eagy wey. Thet would te the easy wey out., I've hed & taste and

ot

vou know, it's very, very difficult. It's extremely difficul
because it's ezsy to think well, you Ziow, it's easy to feel like
you w=nt to backslide but I don't wnow. I think the support thet

I heve found from votn men and women and as I s.y a good weany
younger nen and women gives me the hope to go on and also gives

me a nope for the future because the younger people, the future is
in their hands and I like to talk with them so they will huve scre
idea perhaps what I've gcne through and whet life could have been
like for thnem if they weren't the liberated generation. It's just,
you kneow, tock us a little bit longer ana I trhink the sudness comes
from my women friends who are locked into a 1life that is not
fulfilling, is rnot satisfactory and I think this is waere & lot of

he backlash comes from because trhey're angry. Trhelr anger is &

fee)

Y

negative auger. They cen only hit cut because the swme options

aren't open t o trem where they're there, itney can't tase adventege
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of tiem end I hate tc see this backlasi.. This 1s wiy you have to

t first

H
w

-ty

so carefully beceause really, cven though I was hurt

®

691
o

by veople wrom I knew, now I cen see tnet tney've been hurt elso.
I try; I alweys try to be hopeful although there wre 50 nany

circumstances that make you lose hiope. I haven't got iiore te s.y.

Thenk you.
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