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Interview wi th: Iii.:ary Anne Nevill 

October 13, 1976 

Interviewed by: :i.ebecca Button 

1'; = Nary j.,.nne Nevill 

:3: This is an interview vIi th Iv:ary Anne Nevill on Octo-ner 13, 1976. 

We're goint to 'be talking a-bout tL.e vW:Len' s movement and the 

women's 0-tc;_.~jes atGhe Uni versi t~- of Delaware and L~ary j~nne' s 

work as editor of tLei::)Qoir Caught i:n the Crossfire. l\::ary Ar111e 

what &;JOU t SOLle of your own history and your interes t in the 

women's move:nent? 

N: ly ir;tere,;t in tLe women's Llovement first came as part of my 

religion. There was an upsurging iE the [,is tory and .. ow worn.en 

were treclted in ti.e ~;att.olic Churc[,. anci t:~is I w, s first aW8.re of 

ir: the early sixties as an olJ.tgrowth of the:Je.tican Councilt;LE!.t 

we ta,: at that tine an 5. I w~;.S unaware of ::3etty Fried-an or any ot~:.er 

of t:~~ose ••• you YX~Ow sort cf movement type wri ting at tj at time. 

WLS interested in tIle rlegradation of women th2.t c OITleS from tl: c 

:)atholic CLurci~ 8.:'1.d so I became iYltere~ted and I became very active 

in working in churcb. grOllfs to change literature pertaining to 

worn.en and trying to raise consciousness of the male priests and 

then it got to the poiy;t vvhere it v/B.S to no 8.vail. The fibi.t Wo.s 

just not 'iJOrt:b it s:;':nce I hc;.d. five child.:cen and they were co.ll ex-

trell.J.ely y01..mg at the tLe and .so _. ~'\':"8t completely drol)I)8d o. t of 

the religious 8.spect aId c:oL.ce:c.trated n~y attention o:n. going to 

school, starting my college educati.on a:cd I com ... Jleted eight years 

of college ... I mec~n fO'ur ;yec:.rs of college mean in eight years 

wLile raishlg :;~y children c.nd beGmLing incr 8.singly aw:"re of each 



course I took of the narrowness of vision of even a college ed­

ucatioE. 'They vdll not .••• professors by and l&rge are not open 

at that time from '68 to '76 ••• were not openiLg their eyes to 

the f2..,ct thc~'G there is a wooan' spain t of view other than in the 

writing cour~]es thf:c"t I took and th2;~t VvES tte onli plac::e "vhere I 

t:to-c:g:ct I had COInIJlete freedo:n of eApredsion. :Eut in other 

courses, English CmJ.l'3eS by and large, tovvards the en). it wasn't 

'lui te so '02d, but b;)r and l&1'6e tLay were not interested in that 

wOLl.en may hs.ve anothc:I' angle, another perspective who m&~Che.ve 

hE,d different life experiences and the,Y were not willing to accept 

that sUld ;,Emy tirres grades reflected their unvdlliYLttness to accept 

other direction, i'Joint of view. So, I've found also LOVi tr,rough 

my college educc;"tion thct it's not ••• you know it's ju.st l)eo}Jle ... 

it's not just illiy one institution. I tLink it's just people. 
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?eo::le neeS_ :coom to fIro''!\' and acce...ot otYcr i)oints of viev\i. =:':n Lot ... 

I don't Tc:.:.ll~c (:::".11 ,::;:;:"elf a fe;~-,inist. I write and::;: do :cot 

way of looking at things arld men h&ve been oppressed just e.s much 

as women mayoe more so and I feel ths.t, not to t&ke a consE;rv8.tive 

stance becaw:ie I don't p'u.t myself thc-~t ',,{(j.y but I can't raise banners 

and fly fl s for feminism wl;en I feel that it's all of us togethl.I'. 

But I 'NiS very fortl).Yi(::.te to COIlle into my job in women's stuJ.ies. 

It's jJ.s'~ ,._ 'c (.:f '~J.108e fortuitous circllIlls"t8..nces and I've continued. 

working in women's studies since January .Gut as we cUscussed itt s 

seriously underfunded.. 

B: Could you. tell a 1t ttle about the his Gory of getting the office? 

Do you Y.rww how that happened? llow long dj_d it te:.ke to Get s. 

women studies office? 
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N: lio. I suspect Janet N may be able to tell you :.>. little bit 

more about that since I c&~e .•• the program's already in existence ••• 

W8.S in its second year vihen I came but as YOllknow the first woman 

br-oke lmder the preszure of ••• 

B: I didn't know about tLat. Perl:aps you could tell a little of the 

history of women's stl1dies here at the University of Del&ware. 

N: I don't know if I really should get in.to that because I was not 

here. I mean I was here but I was not connected with the women's 

studies program. I just know that the university has a mass 

comcrJ.i t:nent to many programs but they rJ.o not back them up with 

money and this is the problem. '1'he first woman jD.st sircply could 

not do the amount of work, be a teacher ard, also do h,:.;r research, 

the sarle problem tLe present a·".miEistre:o,tor'::; f· (;;.;1 v,ij.th C,ll'.:~ the 

oh yes, we have tLis wOElen' s studies IH'ogrc~:ll but vlLen yen "'e 

operate on a shoestri[lg a,nd it's te:cri tle because it's 'iif ficul t 

to make )80f1le understand. YOU. k:r;ow the problems. 

B: And it's difficult to hc:: .. ve a goo'3, )Tofile at tLc U.o."li v61'si ty. 

N: Yes, yes, they expect a lot ~llOre than it's rossi ble to do. We're 

very fortlmate to ge~; the grants of the humar.d ties in the spring­

tir:.e for the Caught in the Crossfire series. But that also WG,S 

seriously underfunded as far as administrative pay. 

B: Would you tell about the wo:rren Uaught L~ t116 Crossfire s8 .. ,·ies? 

N: Yes 

B: That sounds interesting. 

N: It required enormous amount of work to get t·t'-ese, I believe it 

Was thirteen women here to spe8j{ st8.rting in. February with Florence 



Howe who is thought of in vwmen's studies circles as the mother or 

graEdr:lother of women's stur.ies. There was ~;;tipulations to the 

women thc.t \\e could get to come. They Lad to be in the humard ties 

or if they were Eot the panel hE,d to be balanced 'vvi th a hu:nani ties 

person as moderator so i t effectively cut off many w'~men who are 

connected vl'i th the women's movement hll.t who are not professional 

sort of wo:nen. But I think even so vve got a good selecticn. lie 

had Patricia Schroder t~e Democratio representative from Colorado, 

Elenor ~:}erry a screen writer. 'Jie had :)orothy 1~:cK:night wlJO WdS the 

director of athletics at the University of ll.;",.ryland. So we had a 

rather la.:.>ge cross section of women who C8.me and who sI'oke and we 

had very good turnouts in most of the evenings lectures and very 

good feedback on the whole. Some }ieople w;,re disappointed but 

then they Clidn' t understand the constraints under wLic}; '"e were 

workir;g. So some of their co:n:.laints were understandable. 

B: You're really into this since you're editing ••• 

:K: Yes, well, I was the administrative assistant for this year since 

?rank and good with cont,;.cting speakers and •.. 

B: Well, what are the ideas that you came out of it wi tL .•• t:te' s.ort of 

you're just feelinG the result now in your work. 

N: Yes, yes, the money that ws.s promised to us and we didn't bet it 

in the spring, was given to us later an.d tLis is why we W2re able 

to get these prodeedings together and hopefully may the book an 

interesting one even though it has limit&tions because they're 

nainly lectures. Vle' re trying to offer a grand perspective, 

historical-occupational hnd the last chapter we're calling tenta­

tively transitional. These essays were Lot included in the lech:re 

series. They [;;.re women in Ctina, Cuba 8.nd Sweden to give some sort 

of br08.der perspective to women here in the Uni tea. States. Tr~e 
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occupational section, Vie hs,ve the w()men who e,re working in the 

world, 2Jld the ones VitLO spoke, tlLese c·,re all in this section, all 

the speakers Trudy LOI1bar::l and ~)atricia Schrodd:' whom I mentioned 

and Barbara 3izemore, oh, she's an a~solutely fc:.ntastic person 

wI-o was a me:Tib",r of tb e Boc<cd of Education in Washington, i). G. and 

who was not .::resent. 

N: Yes, e's a black wo,'aar.L, 8,vsolutely vitc1.l, fantastic, charming. 

She was a favori tc of l:ine. A woman w:co ws,s forced out ofLer 

job and she tEil}:::s about it in this oacup&-r;ional section. 

:3: \Vas ita power strL~Ggle wi -r;h tr_e men? 

N: Yes, yes, yes, she's a very outspol-cen person and she knows the 
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things tLat need to be done and tried. to bring then 8.iJcut but it 

wasE't all men. I believe tLere was one woman ,;(;rmected vd th this 

also. So, this Goes to slJ.ow the:. t you crm' t draw hard an,). fast lines. 

hers will be a very interesting es;:;sy an:} it wc'.s VC;I'Y \Nell received. 

People seemed to enj oy it very Due'. 'J:his vdll be a very interesting 

ess8,JI. I think it was good YOu h,,,,,ve the acaiemics which they also 

will be included in the first y&:ct of the 'Gook. I tLink it's good 

to get this broad perspective from the l1istorical telling a little 

even about women's rlisto:cy in Europe and you Imow transposed here 

in the United states, historical 8.nd, the literatu,ce also in that 

section. To contrast this with women who are J'ou YJlOW fighting 

the battles out in the new world, we're hoping this adCs a lot of 

attention to the book ard .r.opefully interest too. 

r '.ih;::.. t abuu t the ..• sort of the tem}Jera ture of the women's move:neL t 

OlJ_t here. 1,3 it cooling the way tl~e civil rights movement tended 

to? ~)o YOl:: constantly Ieeve to keep IIlscking it har'pen or50Gs it 
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happen because it's got such a ~:ood start? 

N: Well, I like to think it's hal'.:,ening because it has such a good 

start but I think it's the way wi tIl a lot of movements. 'I'Le women 

who are first involvej and who res'lly, really underatand how this 

tremer:,.d01 .... s energy ar~d you YJlOW outpouring of their fee1ings and all 

into change but then you COYile s'long wi th say a second generation 

who don't really lkve to go througr-: the saTIie things that the first 

group of women •.• I'm gener2,lizing fro:rl my own strengths I'll say. 

B: Well, that's ir'.portant. 

N: ]Jld you, you know, they don't -understand wh&t has ••. they don't 

really understand what has gone before and it tends to take on a 

mcre conservative stance and I feel this is the period th&t vve' re 

in now and I think one of the writers, Ann :Douglas who's in the 

English department at Columbia University, she speaks of women 

wri ters in her essay and she brings this D_p that she thinks we 

should not lose our anger. 'de need to keep our anger. ',Ie don't 

need to cool it. That's our ••• 

B: Somethles it's difficult to keep being angry. That's very hard. 

N: Well, it's hard ••• 

B: IJike J,;Jnes Baldwin in his books when he first wrote what was his 

momentous book? I cs,n't remember, Next Time the Fire or something. 

N: Yeah 

3: He was very, very angry and then he began v.ri ting from ?c:-ris and 

changed and a lot of people criticized that his later books didn't 

have the same thing. 

N: Yeah, that's lntention. I think it is difficult to keep that anger 

and I think tr~is is an im"" ortant point and :perhaps of contention 

between the WOh,en now. I think there is co,. lot of women who are 



going into a n~ore lesbian type of st2..nce ratl18r active or •.• 

B: Do ;you know vvhy this is? I'm glad you brought it up because it 

seems to me ths.t it r.o.a1(es a negative 1 ublt c starice ancl yet if it's 

re8.1 it hcs to be tslked about but ViLy is it evolving now? 

N: 'i'vell, I think it could be the sense of inability to cY"ange insti­

tutions of peo.;;::le at media frustI'8;tion of sewing I c&n' t you know 

even at private personal relationsbirs. Once your head has gotten 

to a certain place and there a:-2e so ::nany I)eople that it's diffi.:.. 
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cult to deal 'vvi th them because you 8..re in O:'le :place and the eLergy ••• 

you just don't went to ex;)end the energy trying to I:lake other 

peoi,le see where you are or s< e tLis wlole vast problem. 

B: But lesbianism ••• homosexuali.ty 11a2 certainly been much more openly 

discussed even though you know thc~t phr[;.se called closet homo­

sexual is so well understood by people. .E'or people he&ring this 

tape years from liOW we hope, I'm interested in wondering if the 

dislocations ••• I 'm t2..11dng abeut the dislocations from what was 

a ::nore orderly society in terms of sex roles, not tLat it was 

right, just Gore orderly. ',;hether it's bec,-:.use we know thc-~t we 

t,L..ve to reduce tLe or achieve a zero population growth an(l we know 

that we no longer can have a large new crop of babies every year 

that makes these diversionary things happen more or do you simply 

think thc·.t they're now being talked about? 

N: 1\0, I hc::.ve never thought about it in those circum ••• that we.y and I 

don't know as I really agree with that. I think it's a frustration 

in personal relatioIlships perhaps mainly and it's also a Wi::.y of 

regenerating anger. I'm t}~inking c)'bout tr.L&t. I just re&d a review 

of Audrian Hitch's ne'vv book by a persoll VihOL"l I admire, J?rancine D. 

Gray. She's jU.2t come out with a new book and Audrian .hitch is 



a bisexual person whore will soon come out as they 2cW. 

B: Excuse me, I read the review of the new ~ook in the Ti~es a couple 

of weeks ago wasn't it? 

N: L:aybe i t wc~s just last week or the week before. 

B: Yes, snd I';;l wendsriYls when you look at a book Ijke that 'Nhi:-;,t you 

do thiLk aGont it iTJ. terms of its ::.. c,.ct. 

X: '/Iell, I ••• 

E: "Do you think it reall:? helps the women' S!lOYOmsnt? 

N: ~o, I don't. I really don't. I still feel I'm not that given up 

on man. I ctill feel there's some vvay ;/ou know there's so:ne 

meetinG ground somewl;,."re and I think this really, this negati vi ty, 

tl,is is the ldn:i of al'1ger t:C'ough that I think is ••• negative anger 

maybe, thr;,t as the reviewer cOJmented that shebsco:::aes so poleniccl 

she's falling into the S8::).e trap as men. I mean the trlings that 

they used to do, VVOIn.en c:ro fe.l ir;t(~ the same tr2~p and I think 

we reall;,' neo1 to make ourselves c~w~re tlL~t it is so eD.sy to do, 

to use these se.me tactics and ••• 

B: .And reclain yourselves 8.S women not just unisex people. 
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IT: Al thoug;, I c::.m see people V{ll0 share cO:::lplete frust:cation do ••• perhaps 

not practice this ••• or practicing les 1:ians 'tm t I rnec.ll just you 

know jivoree tLemselves from men, just set thsmselve.:: ayart from 

men. I think les-oicm conjUJ:'os UD 8,11 these eomlOtations of you 

Y,.novv' .•• bael. 

B: The buteh picture. We don't like that. 

!'T: 11;0, I don't. I don't like that at a~l. I thinx it tends to ... it 

tends to turn people off. 

B: 'iiha.t you're si\yi:cg, it see:IlS like Gi. natur:::.l kir, (1 of t}:h~g to 

hs.;Jren now, to s,;-y we're still here sort of. 



N: YeciC, I think t.is is ilrot,ably what ii.udrian Hitch is doing. But 

I ,ion' t know. I co .. n' t speak for her. 

B: \'Jhat is her n~lle? 

N: Ludr18..n ~d tch. She ha"Ooens to te&ch at llu to!yers ce,L1p' us C".n,j she's . .... 
a friend of wLo is our visiting women's studies 

distinguished profes,:)or this ye8.r and I just happen to }r,now a 

little bit about her. It concerns me. 

B: Jilld is she writing a new book did you say? 
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N: Audrian Ritch has ••• it's just come out. It's the one that was being 

reviewed. 

B: Oh, I was talking about the Gray book. 

N: Oh, the Gray book, oh! 

B: It is hb.ving a ••• that' s it. I cGuldn' t remember it very 1iyell. 

N: Oh, it got a positive review. It ••• 

B: Yes. 

N; I'm very anxious to read tl::.c;.t book. She has written ••• I'm ver-y 

interested in her becal;ise I followed her C(;;l.reer because she's 

written about Catholic radicals in the sixties and I was very in­

volved in the anti-war movement through the Catholic 8hurch in 

the 1960's. 

B: no you find yourself now a stronger Catholic? 

N: Oh, no, no. I'm not connect;ed at all with any religion. r;o, I 

completely just divorced myself from any sort of institutional 

type religion at all. Fo, I found that it illE.de rile a strong person 

to go through this experience and to see ••• 

3: You mean to really doubt your basic structure of your life? 

N: rr.y value system was q,uestioned and I had to restructure my whole 

life with a new value system and it -lid not include anytLing 



Catholic because there's nothing the:::-'e anymore. I thought at one 

time things looked like perhaps they would. change and I can see 

now why women like I have d.ivorced myself from that ••• I can see 

how people are divorcing themselves from situations that they can 

no longer tolerate. 

B: Because they need freedom and it's been like opening a wall. It's 

like opening out. 

N: Well, I've done that in my own private life and ••• 

B: Are you now divorced? 

N: No, I'm separated. I live by myself without my children. Mainly 

becuuse I found ••• 

B: Will you be divorcing or do you just vvant to sepe.rate? 

N: Well, it doesn't matter to me. I don't consider divorce just a 

legal ••• if I want to remarry I'll need to be divorced but I'm not 

concerned abcut getting a divorce. 
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B: But your separation is final. Have yo~ got a separation agreement? 

N: ~:lell, you don't need a separation agreement. I found that out. 

B: Oh 

1: All you do is separate and that's a legal separation as long as 

both of you are not living in a house together. I did not know 

that at the time. I've since fOl.md that out because there are 

tremendous repercussions on wcmen who leave their children for 

whatever reason. In the law and this is another t}:ing ••• 

B: And what would those repercussions be? 

N: "Nell ••• 
~ 

B: You mean in terms of any settlement that you might get. 

N: Yeah. There's no settlei'lent. There's no chance that I could ever 

gain custody of my children again. I mean it's like ninety nine and 



forty four hundredths percent certain that I could not. 

E: So you want to leave it so that you share custody. 

N: Yes 

B: In a wo.y, your separation is sharing custody. 

N: Yes, we're working this out. We're keeping very ••• as much as can 

be possible an amicable relationship bec.,use legally I feel it 

would be a disservice to the childI'en. It's a very uncomfortable 

business to have to deal ••• especially when you're dealing 'vvi th 

so many children. 

B: "Nell, do you feel that you and your children ••• can you SilOW them 

in any way? Are they too young to unCierstand your needs? 

N: No, they run from ages ••• there's five and they run from ages ten 
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to fifteen and they've seen my frustration over the years. Being 

part of a system in wt~ich I did not fit emotionally or intellectual­

ly anymore. 

B: And you needed your intellectual stimulation. Isn't that what 

brought you Ollt? Going to sc _001? 

IT: Yes, ;yes going to school and it gave m.e the ccnfiience bece:Llse I 

IT',e e.E:~·U.6YiCe iT, VOL:.Ji1f; rIt;f orir~ions even though they weren't by 

B: :lji ~:o,j bszi.n to hu.te the W8.r eF).l'ly in tIE.reh of '65 \iilen the 

bombing began for example? \iere you an early war protestor? 

N: 1Nell, not terribly active, no becc;u:3e I hc1.d my fourth cLild in 

'65 and ten months later, '66, I had my fifth one so I w",-s pretty 

much ••• I was aware tYat this was wrong but I was aware of it 

through my Catholic background. We had a diocese in 
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a very, very strong man who was very liberal, very you know, the 

kind of person I like, who was bringing tLis to people's attention 

and of course was since fired very soon afterwards. So, I was 

aware of this but it's a step when you are in a suburban location, 

a very suburban atmosphere, it's a large step to come out openly 

because my children were beat up, tLrougb the years they were 

physically beat up ••• 

B: Because of your anti-war stcUlce? 

N: BecC:lUse of my anti-war stance w~_en I finally made it public and 

participated in demonstrations and you Y .. now, vvas interviewed and 

things like that. We had eggs constantly thrown at our house. 

'tie had tomatoes, we bad cars ••• 

B: Were you the leader of the group because it sounds like it? 

N: No, I wB:-S a ••• I belonged to j\1others United for Peace and I w:':.s a 

member of the committee grou.p. We decided what we should do and 

things like that. But we were really pretty conservative sort of 

group compared to say Youth )...gainst War and Fascism. 

B: And 'iVomen' s Strike for Peace, that Vias stronger too I think. 

N: That was strong. That was not here. We were members of V{oaen's 

Strike for :?eace but they were really based in Philadelphia and 

there was no a local group but we you know used a lot of their 

syntactics and things like that. But ••• 

B: In the church that I belong to which was an Episcopal Church, the 

rector formed The Clergy Concerned Against the War and we had a 

total division of the church and the senior warden said to l~is 

rector, "If I didn't believe in my government, I wOl.,;_ld have 

nothing to believe in." He just didn't understand that this 

church was i~portent to him. 



K: m Powell who was a friend of min.e .and wr-om I defended was 

also a family ::1ember of that group way back in, I gt;..ess t1.st 

was about '65 maybe. 

B: Well, it wss in late '65 I believe that we had the first meetings 

in Albany, New York. It we.s a v!c;ry interestir ... g for people an:1 

there were tensions that were very :.igr~. We had a peace center 

in Albany stuffed by women volunteers altho1;.gh it wasn't ••• 

N: Oh, you mean Albany. I We',,::; thinking of .: .. e:;.:'e. 

B: It wasn't to be a women's Doveillent. Yes, I'm just bringlng out 
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my eXljerience too for the record because tLe peace movement was B.n 

agonizing one for people who were verious aOGl-.t their christianity 

an.:l there's no doubt abOlxt that. It was a very critical kinrl of 

thing and feelings ran high and it's inteJestirg to S8C how quickly 

we've forgotten and Vietnam has been forgotten, very successfully. 

N: 'Nell, I'm of the opinion that we really haven't dealt wi tr~ . it yet. 

I think by and large here in the Hni ted States we want-··· to forget 

it. 

B: Oh yes. 

N: There's a new book and I'm ... I just can't 'vv8.i t to see it by Ron 

Kumbeck, a person who W8.S raised very you }mow like maybe a lot 

of people were raised to believe in your COLiYl try and has se:.:n you 

Imow ••• he's writing and it's as I understand. very good writh:cg and 

I think the United States, all of 1;.S aI-e going to, no matter what 

our participation are going to have to come to terrr:s wit.· this 

some day and I think it's analagous to almost a hitler type of 

thing in Germany. i,:aybe not quite the same but ••. 

B: Well, what about yourself in your writings now. Are you trying 

to write independently? I mean are you trying to write very 



Mary .Anne Nevills works? 

If: Yes, I wrote while I was a student at the university and I'm in 

a transition period new though as far as my writing goes maybe 

on a l"ore mE~ture strulce I guess I shol),ld S!Ly. Eut I find it's 

ver~r difficult becccuse I've been tLrougr~ so mucn in the pa.Jt 

year that takes ti~e to be able ~o deal with tLe material th~t 

you h201e to deal with in a vejY objective manner. 

B: '["iell, for one tL ing :rOl.,: h(;;.ve the j O'b of editing this sellJinar. 

N: Yes, it's very time consUlning. Yes it is, blAt I do intend to 

pursue my vvri ting. It's ver difficult to get it published also 

the feminist publications will not t<lke it because it doesn't s:-.y 

what they want it to s,.~· and oth<;;r publications Sc}/ :::10, because 

they w"mt it to something else and I gtAess this is evv:cyone' s 

you lmow who writes or tries to write you know goes tt.rough the 

same: thing. Do YOL,(. say what they wc~nt you to SLy or ••• 

B: Do you have to keep trying thE.t's all •• 

N: Keep trying, yes. 

B: Find a good subject that you can research well enough if you're 

not going into fiction ••• 

N: Well, that's what I virite. I'm a fiction writer. 

B: Oh, I WccS just tliL~king tr. terms of !::,;et,"ing published. There are 

so mru:y books that look at modern, cor:temporary worlds and find 

OlJ.t a-oOllt tr,em and then write 8.bout them, rh-cht;r si:111)le vlri tir1.g. 

I mean you bLOW in terms of hitting a pu.blisher. 

N: I hc;dn' t thm.<ght abol'_t thet really. I'd like to t2..lk about m/self 

a little and my 8i tUEl.tior~ r~ow s.fter I:lc __ vtLg l(:ft my children and 

my husbc,nd. ',7hat it's like for a woman alone who's mEede a major 

life change with rract:'cally no sUPI~ort. At the ti!r,e my close 

14 
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friend '!"'[;;'"S &way. It's a verJ frightening expe....:,ieri.~;e. It's 

difficul t to 'ieal with being rej ectcd by your friends and these 

are ••• I'm not speaking of mutual friend.s of my husband aud. myself. 

These ',; re my close frien,is who I didn't ws..nt to go into great 

detail o.bout the cackground but wLo could :ClOt accept ne and I 

thought very ·:nuc .. about thlia.t be.::;ause I was extremely hurt more 

than I could admit at; the time. And I think :Jrobably the.L'e are 

many women in my si tUcdion w~i.o for a variety of reasons wot:ld 

like to do l~erhaps vir.i.&t I h' .. ,ve done but W{lO are afraid of society's 

condecm& tion who and pel'hS.fS lc;.ck the c00.ra[;e, there are n:8.ny 

reasons and circULlstances, I:lE.;,ny, m&,rw TeE-SOns. But for me right 

now the har-jest thing particularly living in a Ul1i vel'si ty environ­

ment is adjusting to a different generation really. One that ... 

goir:g to school with students, younger students is not q,ui te the 

S&IT,e as being vli th them almost as equal. In the apartment build­

ing that I live j.n tLere ai:e s. lot of younger men aLl women whom 

I'm around and wl:om I see &nd they are sort of ••• t[~ey don't know 

quite how to treat me because I'm older and I've done this thing 

and 1. 2,)erh&ps look a li t-'Gle younger but then tLey see the children 

and they just can't lTG.. tit all together. rnd it's "Efficul t for 

me 'oecause I 'm ';~ot dealing with people j[iJ! own age and it' s difficult 

for me. I h~,vE; to fit myself to SO;·'E; extent into E~ :'i.ifferent ••• 

v~ell, I dress a little differer.ltly, not iYi tl.le daytiue , but in 

tr.. e evening, than I used to. Eot to feel one of the gro\,·p but 

mainly because I don' t '.iC;,,::~t to st&nd m •. t a.:;; ;:;eir.lg too peoulie.r. 

I "-'iant to he f :iends. It's important right now for me to hc~ve 

fri8nJs or to kEow other feo:ple because 1'0 virtuall;y alone in 

the world and the whole thing of dealiLS with :nen is something tn&t 



I was :not aWE~,,:,e of. I see :aen who are much younger th::;,n myself 

and I like this be;c;"use t:.ey' re the accepting men. The older 

men don't qu.ite };:now what to 10 cmd hovy to deal with me arld I've 

run iEto older men or say men my age wLo would like to do the 

same thing I've done w,:o also lack tce courage but yet they per­

haps would like a relationship with me but I tend to not get 

involved in those because I think they would be destructive to 

my ovm self. Before in my life I was alws..ys cOLcerned with my 

children, [:.iy husband, :Low other lJGorle felt. I never 1ivas con­

cerned vvi th how I f;.::l t. I would c;ons·::;arl."tly 8.lwc<ys Cio the feInil:dne 

thing of putting otter people first and it'", ver'y, VSl~J' di'?:icult, 

e"~trer:.1ely difficult to lec....:cn what your needs are comd to tI'lJ to 

work on fulfillirg Y01:"cr ovm needs. It's vf:.ry dif·:':iclJ..l t bec::.use 

I still fin:1 myself teing ~lra\':n intc tie trap of thinking say as 
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Den are concerned, worrying a'(;out how they :;.;re feeling, what they 

want rather thE:.n w:ts.1:; I want £:nd it's a wt.ole new scene as t:r~ey say. 

B: iuld alsort2.ybe even still in relation to your fa,;ily. Is tLere 

still sort of a hangup the.i.'e do yeu think? 

N: Oh yes, yes, I to a certain extent I worry v,-;ry, very rm,c_. [Lbcut 

how t~le children ",1'e ht.:.t being [JJc....3 from it, I' In ,,~b.!..e to see things 

more clearl;y than I we .. , when I was caught up in it. I tend to 

worI'l.J too much and now I force myself now to worry w:ten thel'e' s 

one child in perticulc:.r W[iO tends to be very weepy and want me 

back 'home but I YJlOW that I h..:,Ye to de8.1 v'li th this. I cannot •.• I 

h2ye toee strong. I can't get ver'J weepy \lvi th her. I huve to 

let the child.ren kl::ow thz,t I ht,ve made e.. decision e.nd I a:r~ strong 

in my IJosi tion and 'vve all h_ve to accept the fact that tl:ere is 

no turni1Jg back. This is a w:cole new tLiY.'g. Xow I, a [lee.. son who 



vvould not have lone t_is wi thou.t lots of backgrm.:md readi:r:;.g but 

there was nothing to read. TheTB really is nothi~g to read that 

I hc:ve been 8.'01e to fj.nd. so I' ill nak1ng :ny own rules and ••• 

B: I think this is wLy you. need to 'vJl1ise a book. 

K: Bopefully I will. 

~':): :"'aybe the book h8,s alrec:,dy been re8.d -'Jy cou.ntless people at tLe 

time this tE\.pe is heard. 

N: Well, hopefully. 

B: This is an extraorc.inarily strong t:r~ing you've done. It 1s extra-

ordinary. 

N: Well, I look on it •••• 

B: Because the hope thc:,t the child has when the child is weeping you 

see is very difficult for you to turn away. 
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N: Oh yes. 

B: You've got to stay tLere and. then on t~~e other hand, my Cluestion 

woeld be I'm wcndering if it isn't much better if you don't see 

them too often. 

N: Well, I see ••• 

'3: So they C8.n get used to the finality. 

N: Oh yes, I don't see ••• I have no car also so it's nearly i:npos. i ble 

to get to Claymont. It tc1kes three LO'L).rs b.y the ti:ne you transfer 

busses and all so I tried tlib.-C once 8..Yld th8,t co..n be ••• that cannot 

be. 

B: Well, you coc'.1l't go to thc:t Lome. 

N: Ko 

B: Because tLs.t would confuse the:n. 

N: That confuses them. I occasionally, :.7 husb~ncl will bring me up 

for a widle but what we do is tLere's a little place; I have a one 
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rooY!l apartment but there's a little place in a little alcove where 

they can sleep and on Friday n:ights one child comes down, Saturday 

night another child vlill trade places and 80me down so there's not 

one child coming every week and usuall;y- there fS not but cr..c 81'-ild 

cOIIlil~g every other week. By the tilae that they all trade around ••• 

B: So they have a nice time to be by themselves with ••• 

N: With me, yes, just one, usually just one unless there is some other 

reason for two to COffie. 

B: That's good because th2"t gives that chilc., one person attention. 

N: So he has total attention whereas when you're home with five 

children, especially so close in age, emotionally it's very trying 

becE;;;use ym.l' re putting enotional energy 80 spree:.d out plus tr;.e 

husbsnd and there' 8 no way. There's never' any way for me to get 

the e:notional satisfaction back becc:..use I was gi virLi; it out all 

the time and thi8 wc.y I'm sO:Llewhat fulfil:Li{ig my needs and I'm 

able to give to each child ard I don't mean this to sound cut and 

dry but it' 8 tLere for me to give ar.Ld it' 8 not a nervous or anything. 

It's me ai.:.d I cS.n gl ve my whole self. 

B: Yv11en did you Ii1ake your final decision? How long has this been 

true. for you? 

N: OL, well, I actually left at t~le end of June. So it's been over 

three months now. 

B: It's still very new. 

N: Yes, it's still very new, yes. Al though, I felt wi tI:in the past 

co,<ple of weaks a real transition. The firs"t three months WE;re 

hideous and I will never, you i.::now, say they were any different 

because I was totally alone, actual1,y totally alone. 

3: And YO·l_ were also probably vel'y unhcppy from the stE,ndpoint ••• you 



didn't h~ve an exhilarated feeling having made the break. You 

were hc).ving a very torn ••• 

N: At first I was exhilerated for tl~e first 1i ttle oi t, little while 

I was exLileratecl. But then I worked a liminal summer so I had 

no oontaot with people at vliork or at tS'.is &partment building 

where I lived and the exhiler2.tion when it was there quickly wore 

away. I mean it was gone in no tine. So, someone else ••• 

B: Beoau.se you b;:.ve to have people. You les-rned ths.t. 

N: You canD.ot be totally alone. You see, I m:c;.de such an G.orupt tran­

si tion from a life the" t VIGS cons ta~ tly fillt.;d with vei'Y little 
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tir:18 for myself to a life of oomplete oJ!Posi te, to oOIaplete aloneness 

and that's Y.l.ot good. 

B: And you also 'wonder why suddenly I'm Eot really needed. You hcive 

to keep thinking to yourself, if you don't 'vvatch, a woman does 

need to be needed. 

N: Oh yes, yes. 

B: And if ym/. sudienly ::lon't have c:.ny marketing,:rLo ta(:le to fix, no 

kid to clean up, it certE.:'nly would be a huge difference. 

N: Oh yes, oeoause my husband WLS very certain to make it clear and 

not in a nasty way or anything, tI:c~t I had left and it WCif) all 

up to him now and the children could net e(;.ll me for every little 

problem or Wf.l.atnot, thLl; it W0.S his show to run and the::ce for a 

while that was very dif fieul t for me beoc.cuse I still w8..Ylted to 

feel like, YOl. knovi, tL.ey cou.ld c&ll me an.d you. YJlO\·v. 3G t tIlen 

it didn't take too long. I mean just a week or so's time for me 

to fj.gure th8.t cLey hs.d to hi.:~ve one parent to whom to go 8Jid that 

w,~s my husband because he was there and they o01.:1d r~ot fe2;1 ths.t 

well, ttey cou.ld go to me or get different opinions or 80. So, this 
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is 8.rwther very good, real1.y very goo'.~. outcome because my husband 

was :::ore inclined before to leave everytr:ing to me but yet he can 

still share his problems with me now. It's a dif~erent, it's a 

different relationship. 

B: So, you thir.k that he will be getting remarried. :,Hll he be wdnting 

the divorce before you vvol:ld? 

N: I really don't YillO';V. I •.• as far 0.5 I know he doesn't see 8.nyone 

else. He's sta;ying so bv.sy and his evenings are so busy th8.t ike 

doesn't have the freedom that I hC:ive. I have the freedom and I 

see other men. \ie don't tc.:.lk about it but I would h8.ve no ob-

jection if he wanted to remarry. I think there is sometLiYi.g th&t 

we will have to fs-ce as far as the child:::en becsri.l.3e I think this 

would ••• I think that in OYLe w:.y we're vel'Y fortLUlate. Neither of 

us h&d other men or other women. So lilany sepci.rations occur becC:<.use 

the woman or the man has someone else but this VhL:3 not :he case. 

This W8.S a clear cut case of my wLcnting freedom so the children 

did not have to deal 1,.vj. th that E;.t the time or one parent sciying 

no, yes, the usual tldngs that hap~~:en arJ.d you he8.r 8.boc;. t them all 

the time. So, in a v'J~~y we're ve1.~y fortunate but in a w'c.~y maybe 

we're only postponing pel'haps ••• yo"C. l;:r:.ovv ••• I hC:<.ve no thoughts to 

remarry. I do not at t;l~is time eV6I' want to get into a position 

wLere I don't have my freedom and as I look on marriae;e right now 

I'm still looking en it as a constraint rather tLhll as a freed0~-;:l 

for in:1ividuals so ••• but my husbm"d j.oes not look en it tilat w::..y 

aIEl so he Light .•• 

13: Ee 'Nill g<.;t tired of ~oing it all by hi;;-;.self. 

1':;-. T-' r, 
.l.'';. 1 'G t1at he won't trut it's hard. It's v6r;:l liffiOi.ll t 8.lld 11e 
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l: "'Jell ,~'c JC)') .. '1<8 

N: No, I '::lid not. I hU,Q LO Inoiels wha tsoevel'. ~he woman I work "vii th 

" • c.: ., 1~' h 8"- .,." .. '.1" VO'_'rce '·"·e(· ~r:~:::e' .oJ.. 1" D!;·l ,,,i(_· ·l"le u'e 17·'ere ""or·_tTl· "'I .• g. 18 Ejep.:·~r8.~.Jc:t a L~). 1..1 ..l_l_· _ _ __ ._... ........ 'til... YV v. V'w::~_ 

'Tlhat Wi.;.3 sonewhb.t of a -:;:ooel but also I knew th,,~t f'.:'y circnmstar:.ceG •.• 

she had one child who was younger that any of my crd.ldren ••• my cir-

cUBstances seemed to me peculiar, peculiarly my ovm. I could not 

really use that as a ~odel, only as a model in so far as someone 

W8..S a-ole to do it [;..nd still exist [X~J. Lot full aIJ8.Tt aLd that sort 

of thing. I did worry about th&t but no, I looked aro"lUld for 

thing~l and as I s.:.y the OLe or t),o thi:llgS I fO'Lclld, tLey were pro-

fesJiom~.l ii~pe women Vi~:O hc;.d good j ODS and didn' t h~'cVe the insur­

mount of insecurity that I fEced. 

13: Y,nat about ;your f8.mily, yOllr mother and father or brothers and 

sisters, do you hE.ve any? 

N: Yes, I have two brothers e"nd a sister and a motLer. T:y father's 

dead. I;y sister h[';.s come to see me once. They don' t ky~ow quite 

what to do. They don't know how to ••• one brother I've seen, they 

don't know how to tre&t me. You see, I had what would ordinarily 

be thought of as an ideal m2.rriage. I msde it appear that way so 

no one was really awa:ce of the fact ar~d my friends and my fdmily 

more or less looked up to me 2,-S someone ,,/GO was able to juggle a 

home, school, outsi6e activities and they VJere not 8.w&re of the 

inner turmoil that I was experiencil:g arid I've -to. ied to talk about 

it ••• 

B: '1)0 you know what caused it except thE.t your need for ••• w.at I hear 

from you, the reE.l need for intellectual, stimula ej.on that you were' 

missing. !fot so much other constraints because you were free to 
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take part for example in the anti-A-~r illcvement. 

N: 'j'lell, my husbdld did not ••• no, this vvas P&'i't of the bre&k that was 

made, I mean the begim,-ing of 'the break w:.ich came about ten years 

ago. 

E: He did not want you to do thi3. 

N: No, he did not wtl.:n. t me to do these tbings. [e did not b~ck me up 

ir.. these things. He let me do them but only lJ.nder an enOITlot)s 

negative feedback and I C2 .. n see his point. I know it diffimxl t, 

he was not where I was, he:lidn't have to ••• and now I can under-

starld the,t • At the the :L did not. He ca:Le from a different back-

ground completely. It waSL 1 t Ca tho:dc. It W8 .. sn '-t au tL01~i tarian. 

It Waf] much different from L1Y own backgro,r.;.d Ci.:nd he unders'tood what 

I h8.d to go through in order to ••• the Catholic upbring:Lng is a very 

heaV'J rn1mbel~ to OVerCQi;le and I do ti:~ink &. lot of peo}ole overdo it. 

B: You l1l2.y never do it. 

'!"r i l\T -'-~. .._.0, no I ... 

B: You may go b&.ck. 

N: Well, I don't ••• I don't ••• 

B: I mean in a positive WE..y you might ::::-eturn. Look at people like the 

N: Oh yes, well, they stayed and you Xr.ow, they stay and fight. 

B: If yOl~ tr.ink of e .. community of people and t hose people tLat acted 

out their feelings, it's really rather' an exci "cing kind of communi ty 

and very supportive. 

N: Yes, yes, yes, yes. 

B: Autborit8..tive but on the other hand sUP.i.0rtive too. 

N: -Well, they were not supportive. We ran into othGr pr'oblems in O1;.r 

Cel. Lholic Church. They W€.l.'e not sUPlorti ve of, perhaps the anti-w&r 
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things did not bother the:n so mucli as tile things pertaining to 

women of which I obj ected strenumAsl;y and was refused cOIH:nunion 

publicly and those sorts of things that broke my hee.rt becc:_u3e I 

had obvim:.sly abided by the teachings and I felt they were forciLg 

women to 'oe oh in a hypocritical role and to, you lccow, I obj ected 

strenuously so I was not backed up ths. t wC:cY at all, in fact, I 

received anythin:s but snp.::,crt ard this really broke my heart I 

was actually Sewing, put it th8.t -" .. oJ. 

B: OL, I kJlOW. Well, what a"tw1/..t ..• well, ma;yDe you might find another 

communi ty for exa:Lple, in '\Ja.::;hington or in other 18.rger cities. 

!-T: I s"C .. spect •.. 

E: Or you cc,.ld find much freer attitudes. 

K: Yes, I think tha"'G Kewark for all its yO'l,. i"J.l.OVV, liberalness is not 

really thCl.t free. I discovered sO;;le'c;l.i:ng abo ... t the yo~.nger 

gene:;_'ation, tend to be more conformist than I W',S aWcire of as far 

as everyone is ii, to the sa.Tte sort of thing now and if YO\l' re not 

into it, they sort of l'ok at yO1/.. askance. But it's scnething 

that everyone has to work out for their ownsel ves a:::ld lion' t fir d 

the kind cf communi ty I~e:ce in Newark that I perhaps rua looking 

for. But I'm sure it must be elsewhere. 

B: Yeah, thc:..t will be a hard thing to do, move, make another move. 

N: Oh yes, this • .• I'm ... I know tLb.t I sr;.ould look ii, a larger cities 

but this is some"'Ghing tLbt right eovv I'm fearfv_l. I'y,l very fearf1:l. 

B: '1'here may be an oPl'ortuni ty at the 'oni versi ty to have a teacl"ing 

assistantship or something of that J'latl.:;.re and go on and get your 

?~:.J). ir~ ::nglish. ';Jl1E.t vvov..lcl be '1/ro:n5 Vii th ti~at? 

N: Well, I don't kDOW as I see English set up in this li te:'_'ature here 

the university, I'm not interested. It's too ••• I can't use the word 
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conservative, but it isn't forw8.rd looking and it's ::.ot ••• it doesn't 

fill a vi tal need for :l1e, my English C01J-rS2S although the fiction 

wEi tiD.£; I lNill alwi..,Ys SCj:)c-::c'a:;e tLa"G out 2iIJ.:l a few te&chers I W,'lS 

fond of. 

B: Who, for the tape, WiJ.O we:'e your fL,vorite peorle, in the English 

depal~tment? 

N: My very favorite person was Barbara Gaites who was denied tenure by 

B: Is she on a temporary contr;s,ct? 

~r: N-o, she is aI]_ assistant profes~;or and she will be voted_ V.pon again 

this f[;,ll but she's extre:-n.ely c" ... pable, nore c~_pable t:~an many of 

the uen ~~o were voting. 

13: 1)0 you feel the, t thB.t waC) strictl~/ ~Lale dontination again in the 

English department w:r~ich I hearl abGt;t froll: Jan J)e;i.rmond? 

N: 'dell, a lot of l~oli tics, the upper people, YO-L< };:novI, sort of. I 

don't '.mow si:r~ce I wasn' t privy to all t he information. 

1::: But she wc.s ve~~y disappot:nteo. was she? 

N: 1Yell, she w[~s disappointed I.1aiLly -becc~1.:'..se hcr record across the 

board, e.ny other place YOl)' l".:Low, she wO.ld have beeL )romoted. As 

I say, sl,e b:..s nore p-c:~blications, what have you, better teaching 

record all this sort of thiy;g th8.n illcmy of tr.e people wr.o WCl~e 

voting on her. ilut sne was m;y- ver;y fi.ivori te person cmd I'm very 

fond of 1Gr. }jewman, the ShakespeE;,X'e teacher 8.1 thol,;~gL we had 30me 

differing opinions abcut interpretations of c: .. aractc2:'S .in Shc..kes­

pef.e.re , but he's a vcTS- fiEe, honorable man and Thomas 

my writing teacher was always very SU.i)f~orti ve. 

B: 'Jiell, 8:rlyway for right now YO,\;,' rt; rej ecting a teach:Lng a8sistc:.nts:r~ip. 

Perhaps smothsr university wm;~ld do that, vW-lld help YOt; in that 



way if you w ntec1 to iYc.l'Sv_C ;;ou.l' cS,Teer IX ~~nglish and still 

write. 

N• ·",jell 'Tes I v"O'"lil ll'}rrc t' 0 do sC::letl,in;,~: :rore with wri tin[z al thougl:l .,' 'J , '... v. ;. ~ _ '-' 

I know it's vury difficult t'), J 01;. Y']',ow, seC1U'C posi ti ons unless 

you have books an~ those things b~hind you. I wo~ld like to do 

it more in a c~'e8.vive aspect :jecs1;;.se I know I just ha(1 a frj.end 

here v\,Yo vvcmte(~. to go on for her Ph.D. 2Jld of course she's oldE;r 
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than I but she was discor:.ra~;ed bec,;,l.lse of her ~£e. OncE; you get ••• 

well, lion' t know hOVi my acade::ic record is, I don't Y..now that's ••• 

I'm lTI.ore intellectually oriented th&.n a typing job wOlld keep me 

happy, you know ••• 

B: Of cour.je, tl~at's it. I Wc,S tl-:iLkins of a Vic.;] you just night get 

some }::ind of job and s·iJill not h~"v8 me.de your IllOves. You ILven' t 

checked out that possibility? 

N: 1''"0, :no, well in serw ways I have. I have to find out hovlT to ~=et 

money first and ths.t's the t~iYlg. It's d.ifficult to, you know, 

narrow what you would like to 50. I wa:" tLd.nking of goiree; il:to 

counselling but I WE.S discm.:raged fror: tLut because I w::..s old(;r 

and t:,e program WE;.S ::.:ot geared, it's onl;r geared for you };:now, 

eighteen to twenty trw set ace. 

B: Well., that doesn't make any sense from the standpoin,t of beilcg a 

C01).1'lSelor. 

N: I know. I was very concel'ned about that. I felt that the 

uni ve:csi ty should offer services even to part-tin·~e women. I needed 

cOltllselling once and I couldn't really be served -becc1'G.se I only 

had ten cre:li ts instead of twelve. It seems a little pickyunish 

to me sirwe IJart-tL.e fleo,)le are paying their sh&re 2..r.l.d they're 

just not pe.ying it all at once. They pE ... y it oVer' eig~,t ~rec,£s SCj,Y 
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instead of four. So, I Jiin't receive ar~ positive feedback there. 

Lnd also this is a new thing to me and I tend to SLH'::C: I've he_d 

these rejection experiences, I tend to be easily ••• 

B: Put dovill. 

N: Yeah. I don't pursue things like I s~_o-u.ld. 

B: Besides getting discouraged. You get discol..i.rc~bed. 

1T: l'n ver:/ easily disco"\.;.ragad. Yes, at this point, mainly because I 

den't have anyws.y to hc,ve posi ti ve feedback an1 if I reeei ved some 

discolrc;.ging things ••• it's a very difficult thing to blOW how to 

deal 'with, very difficv,l t because there's YlO where to go. You. 

jus ~ have to do it on 'J'OUI' ovm. 

B: EaV8 you beeYl hungry yet? Eave yo-v. had food stB.IDps? 

N: :Ko, no, L'lainly because th8l'e' s a person in the office who gets 

foo~t ste,:rJps and tLat' s a very degrading ex,perieiwe. It's extremely 

degr&dir~g 8nd tLe.f CO:::le to L8r hou,Je and look over 1181' house Grid 

she's w:d te hut I ffieS,l:l she has to everJ r:wnth rea:pl;ly and this 

person lives :m. next to no income brJi I guess I just don't want 

to expose myself to tLcLt even t!"lOv,gh, YUll ~;;:now, you're sup~cosed to. 

B: I guess you. just don't W.Ilt to tE.ke arw ELney. 

N: I vlOuld rather, yeah, I would ra~:r~er. I eat very, veTY little. I've 

lost Em enormous amount of vieight but to ::::le, I need my pride. 

B: Right, you do. 

N: I don't 'want anyone to t",ke that from me. 

B: You do, you need it. Well, so what is yeur way mJ.t? \"Jhat about 

taJ:::illC SOEle :-£jon~y fro:11 ;your husband? Ym;_ did do a good job for a 

very long tiLe of t8.killg care of cfiildrcn. A l( t of femini.sts say 

the:'" t. You know, ::;: cUd, a lot of SUPiorti ve work, you }::r~OVl. 

N: Yea:t, I'n not iLterested in taking any :none~r from him at all. I 



think we have an aGree;nent t}u;,t if worse -.:0;;,e8 to Vlorse and I'm 

going on starviLg, Y0l;. }mow, if I need ILoney say, I h8..o. to write 

a clle..;k and I didn't have tc_e money in the bonk to cover it. I 

thiYik I needed twe:nty dollars and you krlOw, I told hilt I needed 

tvventy dollars. It t S sort of a dellendEmt rela tio:Clship but yet I 

ktJ.ow thE-.t :ny husband did not ••• he doesn't have the college educa­

tion I h~,_ve. He put ttrough college s.nd in some ways it's unfair 

of me to ts.ke anything from them since I always took CE;,re of the 

mOTiey in 1;l:e f2~:aily. I k'1ew how little VIe hE.::l ani Low far it 

h2.-1 to go and thC',t WE.S alw:::vys an enormous str&in. ~;ow that I've 

made my decision not to rely on my husbcmd economically, it's 

forcing me to make some i:;~};ortE.Ilt decisions in my own life and 

also as far as the whole women's movement is concerned, right now 

my main concern is to seC'lLre a well paying job and think of my 

own needs as primary. C!an yOJ.. turn it off again? I do need to 

find my ovm way and it's a very scary thing but yet I feel I 

have to do it. 1'::1 vC,"'y excited aoout the future. 1..uch more 

excited about the future than I ev~r could be while I was married. 

I almost felt that there Wb.S no future which leads to depression. 

I'm excited about the opportunity to establish new relationships. 

I haven't been completely discouraged although I've had many ex­

periences in the pa",t three mo~,ths the.t cOL_ld hctve disco1.craged me. 

And I do feel sup:pcrt in some ways from other women t,j writings al­

though I a.idn t t find anything specifically .,1h8o t I do find are 

just thoughts 8.nd idee,s b.Yli inages th~t cone to me ss I reb.d about 

what othel' women hc:-.ve gone through and even though my situation 

perhaps isn t t analogous, the feelings I think are very fllUch tLe 

Sd[_e and I think tLs~t' s what is irLfortant to remeuber. Thb.t t s 
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important for me to rerilem00r Eilld I think this is wry I have hope 

for the future mainly because I'm sure men have -chc; sar:le feelhlgs 

about their lives. This is why I always have warm feelings 

toward men and I hope -co see the worn.en' s uovement not become ••• 

28 

or the women j n the movement become too ang::t:'iJ and shut men c omplete­

ly out of their lives beceuse I think they're doing a disservice 

to themselves becs-use there is always t,<O'.t extra dinension. 

Although we spoke earlier of anger, I think it's still possible to 

have anger and use it constructively. I h~j.ve anger now but maype 

I'm not expres;:oing it ove;·tly but yet it does make me act on my 

deci..:don. It keeps lae nc t w::~nting to slide bel.ck into the easy W8.y 

of saying, o.k., I'll go o8.ck home and you YJlOW, that's really an 

easy way. That wOl)_ld oe the easy w:.::..y out. I've had a taste and 

you kn ° 'II'" , it's very, very difficult. It's extremely di::ficul t 

because it I S easy to think well, yot'_ kr.ow, it's easy to feel like 

ymT wco.nt to backslide but I don't know. I think the support that 

I have fou.nd from both men Eilld women and as I soy a good lJJ.any 

younger men and w OIfien gives me the hope to go on and also gives 

me a hope for the future because the you:nger people, the future is 

in their hands and I like to talk with them so tbey will hc~.ve s Ol1:e 

idea perhaps what I've gone through and wh&t life could hewe becn 

like for them if they weren't the liberated generation. It's just, 

you know, took us a little bi t longer ard I tl:ink the so.dness comes 

froLl my women friends who are locked into a life that is not 

fulfilling, is not satisfactory and I -CLink this is w.i.1.ere a lot of 

the backlash comes from becau.se they're angry. Their anger is a 

negative anger. They cem onlJ hit out because the SG.I.le options 

aren't open t 0 them where they're there, they c8..n' t ta};:e aclv8.ntage 



of em Isnd I ha.te tc see this bacldasL. ;llLis is w}:~.y y OD h,;;.ve to 

go so ca:cefulJy bec(~;use J>;c3.11y, eveYi tho!;,gh I Ws.s hurt at first 

by peoijle v/nom I knew, nov;'" I C8-.n see that 1;hey' ve been hurt also. 

I tr:v; I alwc'.;ys try to be hOI)eful although tI-;.ere s~re ;j 0 many· 

circUlnstaYlces trH:~G r:mke yo~ lose hope. I haven't got ];lore tc s,.y. 

B: Thcmk ;YOL-.• 
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