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2 Faces in the Crowd
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Number 023-59-2314 . . . who’s next?
Attending a large university proved to be overwhelming
to many. With thousands of students weaving in and out

of classrooms and along sidewalks, being overwhelmed

was understandable. Many individuals stared in awe as

students, professors, administrators, and other members
of our university community snaked their way from one

destination to the next. It was not uncommon to find, at
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4 Faces in the Crowd
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Number 576-09-67672 Are you here? Okay next
| number . ..

However, attending a large university had
other aspects. With over 16,000 undergraduate
students registered at the University of Dela-
ware, a student was exposed to more realistic
views of life. The acquittal of the four policemen

in the brutal beating of Rodney King, new
‘awareness of AIDS and alternative lifestyles,
nticipated Su reme Courl: rulmg on
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How have you been, Amy? I haven’t seen you
since E110!

The result of student activity and involve-
ment: a student could walk from one side of
campus to the other and as faces passed by, at
least one face would become recognizable. May-

was someone whom you sat next to in Eng-
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ATTENDING classes, studying, and visiting with friends were the norm in the
daily routine of most University of Delaware students. However, many unusual
things happened to create a unique atmosphere for the academic vear of 1992.
NATIONALLY, the riots caused by the acquittal of the Lost Angeles policemen,
in the Rodney King beating, sent a shockwave of feeling throughout the country.
The pro-choice protest rally in Washington D.C., attended by many university
students, contested to the individual standing up and voicing his or her opinion.
LOCALLY students discussed topics such as the tougher and more limiting park-
ing regulations, racial tensions, and the university’s construction projects. Our
football and basketball teams made it to the NCAA tournaments ... with both
teams surpassing even our wildest expectations. EVERY event had an impres-
sionable effect on campus life at the University of Delaware. Some effects were
readily apparent, while others were still hidden beneath the surface. No matter
what the outcome, it was the multitude of faces that made the difference.

ompasigg notes before class in Smith Hall created
! t'lmm’ili'nl‘ students (o get to know one
nother. With some lectures containing 300 or
e sliluh'ent:-' at one time, getting to know even
e of thyymany faces helped alleviate some of the
overwElming anxiety.
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A pl.lpl.ll.;ar [.I-l.:i-'.'E- for triends to get together during the
day was in front of the Scrounge,

I'wo friends share a moment of quiet after eating

AREN NYE

PHOTO COURTESY OF IVAN GOLITIER

."j'L hug and a smile was what these two friends believe
1T1.

“r‘rl'u'ur. wisilld a night out be without friends like these?
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A “best friend” is an idea with many dif-
ferent meanings. To some, it meant having
someone special to admire, comfort, and
confide in. Others interpreted friends as
trustworthy, honest, and good listeners. A
sense of humor and acceptance were also
important “best friend”™ gualities to many
students.

Jennifer Liss (AS FR) and Jessica Gu-
lardo (AS FR) have been best friends for
the past twelve vears. They agreed that they
were more like sisters than friends. Con-
forting and confiding in one another were
the important concepts in their relation-
ship. Since attending the university, they
noticed that they had less time to spend
with each other. Heavy course loads and
new circles of friends cut into their time to
be topether. However, they helieved that
their relationship was not weakened. By ac-
cepting each other as individuals with in-
dependent needs, they were able to main-
tain their close friendship, and still accom-
mmaodate others.

Other students explained that best
friends needed to be honest, trustworthy,
and possess a sense of humor. T'oni Halsell
(AS S0O) and Karen Pollack (AS S0O) agreed
that honesty and a sense of humor was very

Vhe best of Yriend?

important in their relationship. As room-
mates, their friendship depended on an
open line of communication and the ability
to laugh. Maintaining a friendship and liv-
ing in a dormitory double was not feasible
without such attributes.

Along with the aforementioned qualities,
Dave McFadden (AS S0) believed that best
friends needed to he good listeners and to
accept one for who they are. Good listeners
surfaced in many student conversations
that dealt with best friend qualities. Ac-
ceptance was another important issue that
people felt was crucial between best friends.
Many students stated that one could be-
have differently, depending on the audi-
ence. For this reason, these people believed
that best friends allowed each other to be
individuals. How? By accepting the other
person for whom they were without trying
to change his or her views.

“The best thing about a best friend,” ex-
plained Barry Smith {(AS SR), “Is that you
know they will always be there.” Acquain-
tances were fun to hang around with, but
best friends were those that one counted
on. The responsibilities of being one's best
friend were numerous, but what a reward!

~ Stephanie Campbell and Karen Nve

N o doubt these two students will always remain close
friends.

Pmna. love, and happiness was what these friends
helieve in.

best friends 11
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Skipping
s allows studer
h up on and practice otherwise

weekend s
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Take a break

chill out

{0
en and

One chemistry lecture, two math discussions, one
biology lab, and three history lectures — that makes
seven in the past two weeks. Skipped classes cer-
tainly do tally up quickly!

Particularly as the semester progressed, Univer-
sity students indulged in the freedom to *cut™ class.
For instance, some lectures were simply too boring
to attend. Even the vawners and head nodders who
once faithfully attended these lectures, soon decid-
ed to “sow their Z’s” in a cozy bed, rather than in
a rigid “Kirkbride" chair. Other courses were
scheduled just too early in the morning. Brain cells
just didn’t function until at least noon. Then there
was the lecture one rotated with friends in the class.

“Why go on Mondavs when Mary can take
notes?"

“Why go on Wednesdays when John can take
notes?"

“Hey, I'll only go on Fridays!™

L.ast was the course skipped to cram for another
subject. Why attend history if there was a chem
istry exam on the same day?

But, sometimes, the professor gave a pop quiz
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Of coursge the ultimate day to skip class is on the most sunniest
davs of the week when students can work on their tan

y the day -

skip class

while one was in the midst of dozing back at the
dorm, or an exam was scheduled for 800 in the
morning. What happened if Mary and John were
too lazy to go to class, and what if that chemistry
exam was too impossible to study for anvway?

For this reason, many University instructors opt-
ed for attendance policies in hopes to spare a stu-
dent the decision as to whether or not to attend
class, Although regulations such as “attendance is
mandatory” and “final grades are dropped after
two absences” seemed harsh, policies such as these
saved both time and money. The hour spent taking
notes in lecture meant an hour less spent taking
notes at home from the text. Considering that each
lecture was worth about $12.00 a day, hundreds of
student dollars were saved each month.

Even though these policiezs did not conform all
the “crammers”, “nappers”, and “skippers™ of the
University, perhaps some students became more
consistent “class goers” and received higher grades
AS A CONSeqUEence.

— Jennifer Blackwelder

ROBERT COHEX

Most students need to skip a class once in a while. These stu-
dents were on their way to the lecture hall, but just couldn’t
make it.
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Gorgeous Views

“What a wonderful day . . . So warm, so
sunny . .. and what a gorgeous view!”

“Oh, I agree. With the flowers blooming
and the leaves on the trees. . "

*Who's talking about trees? I'm talking
about that person over there!”

When warmer weather arrived at the
university, many similar conversations
were heard across campus. What was it
ghout the arrival of spring that caused
such conversations of abandon? Was it the
finality of winter? Could it have been the
dramatic change in clothing? Maybe it
was the realization of the approaching se-
mester’s end.

Warmer weather signified the end of

winter. Many students felt a new-found
freedom from being stuck indoors. This
freedom caused many individuals to take
a “refreshing new look” at the world
around them. Often, the looking invelved

people in passing. The vollevball nets ap-
peared on Harrington Beach. The baseball
bats and gloves were dusted off in antici-
pation of the baseball season. Blankets
with socializing or studying individuals
began to appear on the Mall. These were
only a few of the activities that popped up
all over campus.

Along with the end of the winter, warm
weather encouraged a significant change
in attire. Shorts, crop-tops, biker’s pants,
and A-shirts appeared on the scene. “How
could | avoid looking with so much skin
blaring at me?" asked one exasperated
student. This sentiment was echoed by
many students who felt that less cloth and
more skin was directly proportional to the
amount of scoping involved. “Well,”
summed up Ryan Smith (A8 JR), *I'd
surely take a second look at someone
wearing a tank top rather than a turtle-

neck!"

Spring also signaled the end of the se-
mester, as well as another year of college.
Knowing that summer and complete free-
dom from academic work was approaching
lightened the spirits of many students.
These lightened spirits caused some stu-
dents to become more risqué. Noticing
good-looking students was the way some
responded to the imminence of ther aca-
demic year's end.

However the person responded to the
stimulus that spring offered, the low turn-
out of students appearing in lecture halls
attested to the fact that spring fever had
slammed into the university at full force.
Onece spring fever hit, there was little stu-
dents could do but let their hair down and

have one incredibly good time.
— Karen Nye
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