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October JM, 193B. 

My dear Mr. SHefcermnns 

X a« taking lay f i r s t opportunity a f t e r having had 
the olensure of <*aein§* yo« in Maw York of eanding you 
t h i s word to esepr^^f ray a w r a c i a t l o n for having arrani.ted 
th« meeting fit t h t University Oiub. I have been obliged 
to be out of the c i t y for the l a e t three days on eo»e 
wattar* of pergonal bus*in««ia which X hwwe been neglect ing 
for over a year ©wing to the heavy roeponelbllltioffi which 
have been thrue t uoon we here by force of 9lroura*tanoet» 

I t we* very thoughtful of you to arrange a meeting 
in ffew.Yoifc: of yeu*^pd your aaeoolatee on the Bunino*e' 
A.dviaory slouncll /uidfct© give RO »ueh of your t ine to t h i e 
raatter. 2 f e e l , however, t h a t i t l a e n t i r e l y j u « t i f l o 4 
by the elrounetanoea« Since I eaw you we have inereaeing 
evidence of the s i tua t ion which we ehe.ll have to went in 
our foreign r e l a t i one in the next jware end the.need for 
the etronge«t approach tw ©an natee to o the r Qovornnentf 
i s baooralng constant ly store de f in i t e ly ^par*sn%» I hope 
t h a t whatever the approach to the prehlan may he thoughtful 
buelneee wen in this* country w i l l r e a l i s e t h a t we can 'have 
effect ive conduct of our foreign r e l a t i o n * only i f they are 
under the Department which i e charged therewith by the 
Const i tut ion «nd our s t a tu t e s and i f i f has a t l t # diapoeal 
a unif ied foreign Serwloo. 

S t mum* to »e tha t a l l thoughtful person* in t h i s 
country have a very def in i t e responsibl l l t j r a t t h i a time 
for a f t e r a l i eoise of us . a re in a wottwr pos i t ion to know 
what siuflt be dene in the" publ ic in t e r c e t than o thers who 
are not m well infostaad. There are to nany niaapprehansion* 
and %<o &any miaconoeptione concerning t h i * wor#L Which *?e do 
abroad t h a t i t i t I be l ieve of primary iaportanow an the 
publ ic i n t e r e s t t h a t they be cleared up. Xt cannot be 
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expected tha t any « » * m important step «hnll be ca r r i ed 
throu#i with the epprovgti of everyone. Prejudices end: wlit-
undor standings must be swpocted. to l a s t fo r woitetlne «nd 
osnnot be c leared up i n a few souths as* in a y*»iM% on the 
other hand, there are tine*, whoa #mse who know *m& who 
appreciate the r e spons ib i l i t y tako upon then sal v«« the 
burden Which tha t knowledge jtakaa necessary. This in why 
1 fee l t h a t th in i t a n a t t e r which cannot he sot 13.ad,on 
misconceptions and i«l sunder standings but tha t a solut ion 
which if? r e a l l y i n the public i n t e r e s t must be found* 

1 havo the very de f i n i t e (Pooling tha t I t was helpful 
t o r us to haw© t h i s discussion l a s t week su^l I hope t h a t 1 
stay « t l e a s t have boon able to bring to you mmm" of th# 
considerat ions which t h i s ^epartstent has in raind. % have 
s ine* I eaw yon fceen approached by qui to a number of 
persons with respect t o t h i s raetter «n€ X find t h a t 
understanding of the necessi ty for notion i s iMooning 
wider constantly* Z s t i l l be l ieve tha t when the t l n o 
a r r ives for racon&endatlon* to bo nada to the Congress in 
th in n a t t e r tha t th# l o g ! s t a t i o n wi l l go with the approval 
of th» t h r o t I3epart»ente p r inc ipa l ly concerned in Information 
fron the foreign f i e ld* I t I s ny l n t s n t i o n to got i n touch 
t i l th a s s i s t an t 'Secretary Pat t o r s>n, t h i s week and 1 hops t h a t 
wo wi l l hawi several opportunit ies* In the. vory near future to 
go in to the aat.tsv> mr? thoroughly*. Jt oanno% help but fool 
•that when a l l the so rsisoonoeptione are c leared away t h a t 
there -si l l bo a unanitsity Of opinion, 

Z do not wish to burden.you with a longer 1 a t t a r hut 
I do wlj«h you to know tha t i f any fur ther question* e r i ^ e in 
fmtt mind • o r I f yon have any observation* which yof| wish to 
o f fe r , I would bo very h«pr*y t o h»ar from you. I n»#d not 
t o l l you again how tauoh wo appreciate your i n t e r e s t , one of 
the things which X tof&ieve wo wi l l wish to boar In nlnd in 
eoanacition with t h i s plan for the un i f i ca t ion of our foreign 
Services I s t ha t i t i s the only approach whlah any well 
conducted business would itake to such m problem. Wo are apt 
to ©riticlase fJorornnont a ifood deal and so i t gives s»e none 
'Concern that **hm Government t r i e * to- be bu«in««olik# i t 
i^ouldi f ind misapprehensions 0^. ratmm^erstsnUngs, i f . i to t 
opposi t ion, irlth" respect t o a seasuro which t o so de f in i t e ly 
i n l i n e with good business m& adn in i s t r a t ive pmotloo* 

I f pm should be ocalng to '»ashinitton at any t i n e , X 
hopo I nay have the p r iv i l ege of seeing you here . In the 
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itia* again with vmtj real ar>r«*«*«ia*i<>*t of ym*r <*0wr%»*y 
in arranging t h i s ta**«tingt tMtli«*v# tm$ 

CfeWllalXy ami «in®»r®ly your*, 

G#; S, i lessersmith 

cS^I a0 

A-UI amis visa -̂ r 


