Oetober 24, 1038,

¥y doar Mr. Dokermang

I am tﬂkiﬂg ay first opportunity after having had
the nleasure of seeing you in New York of asanding yvou
thies word to sxpreas ny appreaciation for having “?T&ﬂ’ﬁd
the meeting at the Univeraity Club. I have been obliged
to bhe oul u? the olty for the laast three days on sone
matters of personal busineas which I have heen neyleoting
for aver a Year owing %o the hesvy responaibilities whioh
have been thrust upon me here hy foree of clirounstznoss,

It was very thopghtful of you to arrange n neeting
in Hew Yorlk of yom 4 your nanooiates on the Dusineesg
Advisory Council and to give so much of your time %o thie
mattor. I Teel, howevar, that 1% is entirely Juastified
by the eiroumetances. Mnoe I saw you we have inoreasing
avidenoe of the =21tuation which we =hall have %o ment in
our forelgn relationes in the next ryears and the need for
the strongest approach we oan nnke %o other Uovernnents
12 bhecoming conatantly more definitely anparent. I hone
that vhatever the armproasch %o the problem may be thoughtful
buainess men in this country will realize that we ocmn have
effective contuet of our foralun relatione only if they are
under the Department which 1a charped therswith by the
Conetitution and our =tatutes snd if 1% haa ot 1ts Al emoenl)
a unified Foreipn Serviae,

It seen= to me that all thoughtful persone in thia
country have a wvery definite responsibility at this tine
for affter all =zome of us _are in a better poeition %o know
what muet be done in the »ublie interest than others who
are not so well infommed. There are s0 nany nisapprehensions
and 20 fany nlsconceptions concerning this work which we do
abroad that 1t g I believe of nrinary importance in the
publie interest that they be oleared up. It cannot he
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axpeoted that any such an important step shall he carrded
through with the approval of everyone, FPreludices "nd mla-
underatandinge muest be esxpeoted to last for cometine nnd
eannot he qlnmvaﬂ up in s few monthe or in a year, On the
other hand, there sre times when those who know and who
appreciate the responsibliity take upon themeelves the
burden which that knowledge mekes necessary. Thie ip why
I feal that thip 13 a natter which cannot be settled on
nisoonoeptionsa and sismmderstandinge but that a solution
which ir really in the rublioc intersst muaet be found.

I have the very definite feeling that 4t was helpful
for us to have thie discuseslon last week and I hope ?‘ at I
may 2% lenst have Leen able to hring %o you some of the
sonaiderations whiech thie Departnment has in nind, I hnve
since I asw you been approached by quite 2 number of
peresons with respect to this matter and I find that
understanding of the neoseslty for aoction 1s becoming
wider conetantly. I atill bellieve that when the time
arrives for reconmendations to be nmade to the Lompress in
this natter that the legislation will go with the anproval
of the throee }e-mm:mg nrincinally concerned in informuation
from the :'nmirn flelde It is nmy intention to get in touch
with Asslstant Seoretary Pattereson thie week and I hope that
we will have »wvawnl opportunities in the very near future to
go into the nmatter very thoroughly. I eannot help but feal
that when all theuse ,aigmnumtiﬂna are oleared away that
there will be a unaninity of opinion.

I do not w=igh to burden. you with a longer letter bhut

I 4o wish you tn ¥now that 1f any further queptions ariee in
your mind  or Af you have any mhaerVR?innm wﬁiﬂh you wish %o
gffar, p 4 wnnld be very hanny to hear from you. 1 need neot
tell you again how mugh we sapnreciste your interest. One of
the things which I bel leve we will wigh to bear in mind in
connection with this plan for the unifiocation of our Foreign
Gervicas ieg that 1t 1z the only apnroach whioh any well

sonducted business would make %o such a problom,. We are apt
to oriticize Governmont a good deal and so it glvee me some
conoern that when Jovermeent tries to be buelnessliike it
should find sigappreshensions and nmisunderstandings, i not
opposition, with reespect %0 a meamure vhich is so definitely
in line with good dusiness and adninlatrative practioe.

If you should be coming to “nshington at any Sime, I
hope I may have the privilege of seeing you hersa. In the
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meantine again with very real anpreclation of your courtesy
in arranging thile meeting, belleve ne,

Cordially and sincerely yours,

Ges S, Messersmith

AMs GHks VNG




