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MINUTES.

Tue Delegates to the Fourth Annual Convention for the im=
provement of the Free People of Colour, in the United States,
agreeably to public notice, met at Chatham-street Chapel,
at half past 10 o’clock, on Monday, June 3,1834. Mr. Wil-
liam Hamilton, President of the Conventional Board, took
his seat as Chairman of the meeting, and Mr. James Fields,
assisted by Mr. Theodore C. Breshaw, officiated as Secretary.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Raymond, and a dis-
course delivered by Rev. Mr. Cornish, after which the Presi-
dent of the Conventional Board addressed the delegates.

GENTLEMEN,

It is with the most pleasmg sensations, that I, in behalf
of my ecoloured fellow citizens of New-York, tender you of
the Delegation to this Convention, a hearty welcome to our
city. And in behalf of the Conventional Board, I repeat the
welcome. And, gentlemen, with regard to myself my fuoll
heart vibrates the felicitation.

You have convened to take into consideration what may be
the best means for the promotion of the best interest of the
people of eolour of these United States, particularly of the

~ free people thereof. And that such Convention is highly

necessary, I think a few considerations will amply show.
First, the present form of society divides the interest of the
communpity into several parts. Of these, there is that of the
white man, that of the slave, and that of the free coloured
mapn. How. lamentable, how very lamentable, it is that
there should be, any where on earth, a community of castes,
with separate interests! That society must be the most
happy, where the good of one is the common good of the
whole. Civilization is not perfect, nor has reason full sway,
until the community shall see that a wrong done to one is a
wrong done to the whole ; that the interest of one is or ought
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to be the common mterest of the whole. Surely that must
be a happy state of society where the sympathies of all are
to all alike.

How pleasing, what a compliment to the nation, is the ex-
pression of Mons. Vallier, a celebrated traveller in Africa,
where, speaking of the Hottentots, he says ¢ There none need
to offer themselves as objects of compassion, for all are com-
passionate.” Whatever our early-tutored prejudice may say
to the contrary, such a people must be happy. Give me a
residence in such a society, and I shall fancy myself in a
community the most refined.

But alas for the people of colour in this community ! their
interest is not identified with that of other men. From them,

~white men stand aloof. For them the eye of pity hath scarce-
ly a tear.

To them the hand of kindness is palsied, to them the dregs
of mercy scarcely are given. To them the finger of scorn is
pointed ; contumely and reproach is continually theirs. They
arc a taunt, a hissing, and a by-word. They must cringe,
and crouch, and crawl, and succumb to their peers. Long,
long, long has the demon of prejudice and persecution beset
their path. And must they make no effort to throw off the
evils by which they are beset? Ought they not to meet to
spread out their wrongs before one another? Ought they
not to meet to consult on the best means of relief? Ought
they not to make one weak effort ; nay, one strong, one

; mighty moral effort, to roll off the burden that crushes them ?

Under present circumstances it is highly necessary the free
people of colour should combine, and closely attend to their
own particular interest. All kinds of jealousy should be
swept away from among them, and their whole eye fixed,
intently fixed, on their own peculiar welfare. And can they
do better than to meet thus; to take into consideration what
are the best means to promote their elevation, and after
having decided, to pursue those means with unabating zeal
until their end is obtained ? _

Another reason why this Convention is necessary, is, that
there is formed a strong combination against the people of
eolour, by some who are the master spirits of the day, by men
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whose influence is of the strongest character, to whom this
nation bow in humble submission, and submit to their supe-
rior judgment, who turn public sentiment whichever way
they please.

You cannot but perceive that I allude to the Colonization
Society. However pure the motives of some of the members
of that society may be, yet the master spirits thereof are evil
minded towards us. They have put on the ‘garb of angels of
light. Fold back their covering, and you have in full array
those of darkness.

I need not spread before you the proofs of their ev1l purpo-
ses. Of that you have had a quantity sufficient ; and were
there no other good reason for this Convention, the bare ¢ir-
cumstance of the existence of such an institution would be a
sufficient one. 1 do hope, confidently hope, that the time
'will arrive, and is near at hand, when we shall be in full
possession of all the rights of men.

But as long at least as the Colonization Society exists, will
a Convention of coloured people be highly necessary. This
society is the great Dagon of the land, before whom the peo-
ple bow and cry, Great Jehovah, and to whom they would
sacrifice the free people of colour. That society has spread
itself over this whole land; it is artful, it suits itself to all
places. It is one thing at the south, and another at the north;
it blows hot and cold; it sends forth bitter and sweet; it
sometimes represents us as the most corrupt, vicious, and
abandoned of any class of men in the community. Then
" again we are kind, meek, and gentle. Here we are ignorant,

idle, a nuisance, and a drawback on the resources of the
country. But as abandoned as we are, in Africa we shall
civilize and christianize all that heathen country. And by
thus preaching continually, the\y have distilled into the minds
of the community a desire to see us removed. ‘
They have resorted to every artifice to effect their purpo-
ses, by exciting in the minds of the white community, the
" fears of insurrection and amalgamation ; by petitioning State
legislatures to grant us no favours ; by petitioning Congress to
aid in sending us away ; by using their influence to prevent
the establishment of seminaries for our instruction in the
higher branches of education.
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And such are the men of\ that society that the community
are blind to their absurdities, contradictions and paradoxes.
They are well acquainted with the ground and the wiles by
which to beguile the people. -

It is therefore highly necessary we should meet, in order
that we may confer on the best means to frustrate the pur-
pose of so awful a foe.

I would beg leave to recommend an attentive considera-
tion to this matter. Already you have done much toward
the enervation of this giant: he begins to grow feeble ; in-
deed he seems to be making hislast struggle, if we may judge
from his recent movements. Hang around him ; assail him
quickly. He is vulnerable. Well pointed darts will fetch
him down, and soon he breathes no more.

Cheer up my friends ! Already has your protest against
the Colonization Society shown to the world that the people
of colour are not willing to be expatriated. Cheer up. Al-
ready a right feeling begins to prevail. The friends of jus-

- tice, of humanity, and the rights of man are drawing rapidly
together, and are forming a moral phalanx in your defence.

That hitherto strong-footed, but sore-eyed vixen, prejudice,
is limping off, seeking the shade. The Anti-Slavery Society
and the friends of immediate abolition, are taking a noble,
bold and manly stand, in the cause of universal liberty. It
is true they are assailed on every quarter, but the more they
are assailed the faster they recruit. From present appear-
ances the prospect is cheering, in a high degree. Anti-
Slavery Societies are forming in every direction. Next Au-
gust proclaims the British dominions free from slaves.

These United States are her children, they will soon follow
so good an example. Slavery, that Satanic monster, that
beast whose mark has been so long stamped on the forehead
of the nations, shall be chained and cast d;own into blackness
and darkness for ever.

Soon, my brethren, shall the judgment be set. Then shall
rise in glory and triumph, reason, virtue, kindness and liberty,
and take a high exalted stand among the sons of men. Then
shall tyranny, cruelty, prejudice and slavery be cast down to
the lowest depths of oblivion ; yea, be banished from the pre-

s
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sence of God, and the -glory of his power for ever. Oh
blessed consummation, and devoutly to be desired !

It is for you, my brethren, to help on in this work of moral
imptovement. Man is capable of high advanees in his rea-
soning and moral faculties. Man is in the pursuit of happi-
ness. And reason, or experience, which is the parent of rea-
son, tells us that the highest state of morality is the highest
_ state of happiness. Aside from a future day of judgment and
retribution, there is always a day of retribution at hand.
That society is most miserable that is most immoral—that
most, happy that is most virtuous.. Let me therefore recom-
mend earnestly that you press upon our people the necessity
and’advantage of a moral reformation. It may not produce an
excess of riches, but it will produce a higher state of happi-
ness, and render our circumstances easier.

You; genilemen, can begin here. By managing thls con-
ference in a spirit of good will and true politeness ; by con-
stantly keeping in viewand cultivating a spirit of peace, order
and harmony, rather than satire, wit; and eloquence ; by put-
ting the best possible construction on each other’s language,
rather than charging each other with improper motives.
These dispositions will bespeak our character more or less vir-
tuous and refined, and render our sitting more or less pleasant.
I will only now add, that the report of the Conventional
Board will be submitted at your call ; and my earnest hope
is that you may have a peaceful, pleasant sitting.

Leave having been granted, Rev. Mr. Dennison offered the
followmg resolution, and addressed the meetlng in its sup-
port, viz :

Resolved, that the Conventional Board take measures for
holdmg a public meeting in the chapel during the recesses of
the Convention, at which meeting addresses shall be deli-
vered and the citizens invited to attend. ,

On motion of Mr. Berrian, resolved that this meeting ad-
journ to meet at 3 P. M. at the Asbury Church, Elizabeth-
street. The Benediction was then pronounced by Rev. Mr.

Rush. _
Monday Afternoon, June 2.

! The delegates assembled at the hour to which they were
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adjourned, in Asbury Church. The President of the Con-
ventional Board called the house to order, and prayer was
offered by Rev. Mr. Hogarth.

On motion of Mr: Vogelsang, resolved, that inasmuch as
no rule was laid down by the last Convention held in Phila-
delphia, respecting the obligation of the Secretary of the Board
to perform the duties of Secretary of the Convention, that
James Fields be appointed Secretary, and Theodore C. Bre-
shaw, Assistant Secretary.

On motion of Mr. Hughes, resolved, that the credentials of
Delegates be called up in geographical order, beginning with
the most eastern State. The credentials of Delegates pre-
sent, were accordingly presented and severally accepted as
follows, viz.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Charles L. Remond, Salem. - New Bedford.
James G. Barbadoes, Boston.  Jacob Perry,
John C. Scarlett. Nathan Johnson.
' CONNECTICUT.
New Haven. Alexander C. Luca,
Henry M. Merriman, Hoshea Easton, Hartford.

RHODE ISLAND.

Providence, George Spywood.

NEW-YORK.
Robert Jackson, Catskill. Thomas S. Thompson,
Poughkeepsie. Abraham Brown.
Jared Gray, Newtown.
Nathan Blount. - John K. Jackson,
Albany. James W. C. Pennington.
John G. Stewart, City of New-York.
Charles S. Morton. " Benjamin F. Hughes,
Brooklyn. k William Hamilton, Sen.
George Hogarth, Henry Sipkins,
Henry C- Thompson, Samuel Hardenburg,
Henry Brown, Peter Vogelsang.
NEW-JERSEY.
Abner H. Francis, Trenton. Henry Drayton.
Newark. Amos Freeman, Rahway.

John D. Closson, Henry Ogden, Orange.
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PENNSYLVANIA.
Carlisle. Eli Johnson,
John Peck, ‘ Benjamin Wilson,
Frederick A. Hinton, Joseph Pierce.
Samuel C. Hutchins. Samuel Van Brackle, Chester.
Columbia. Henry C. Sippins, Easton.
Stephen Smith, Cuty of Philadelphia.
Joshua P. B. Eddy. William Whipper,
William Brewer, Wilkesbarre. Thomas Butler,
West Chester. James Bird,
Abraham D. Shadd, Peter Gardner.
MARYLAND.
Baltimore, Theodore J. B. London.
OHIO.

Cincinnati, Owen T. B. Nicken.

On motion of Mr. Sipkins, Resolved, that a committee of
seven be appointed by the President to nominate officers of the
Convention, whereupon the following persons were appointed
that committee, viz: Mr. Smith, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Jack-
son, of New-York; Mr. Hogarth, of New-York ; Mr. Francis,
of Trenton; Mr. Hughes, of New-York; Mr. Van Brackle, of
Pennsylvania ;- Mr. Peck, of Pennyslvania.

The Convention then adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock on
Tuesday A. M.

Tuesday Morning, June 3.

The Convention met as per adjournment. Prayer by the
Rev. Mr. Perry. The Secretary pro. tem. being unavoidably
absent, Mr. Ogden, of New-Jersey, was requested to fill his
place. ‘

The nominating committee being called upon to report, on
motion of Mr. Brewer, Resolved, that three persons be ap-
pointed inspectors of the election. The President accordingly
appointed Messrs. Henry C. Thompson, James Cornish and
Thomas Butler, inspectors. :

The committee of inspection reported the following gentle-
men, as being duly elected officers of the convention, viz:

HENRY SIPKINS, President.
WILLIAM HAMILTON, Sen. 1st. Vice do.
JOHN D. CLOSSON, . 2d do.
BENJAMIN F. HUGHES, Secretary.
ABNER H. FRANCIS, Assistant do.

2
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The officers were accordingly announced by the Chairman
and invited to their seats.

On motion, Resolved, that the rules and regulations of the
last, be adopted for the government of this Convention.

Resolved, that any member absent at the call of the roll
shall report himself to the Pre51dent on his afterwards enter-
ing the house.

Resolved, that the hour of adjournment be suspended to
a quarter before 2 o’clock, for the purpose of hearing Mr.
Peck’s resolution.

Mr. Peck then presented the following resolution, viz :
That a Committee of seven be appointed, in compliance with
a desire mutually expressed on the part of the contending
delegations from Philadelphia, to investigate and settle the
difference between them ; and that each of the parties shall
be permitted to choose three of the committee ; and the Pre-
sident shall appoint the seventh, the parties agreeing to be
governed by the decision of the committee so appointed.
After much discussion the question was put and decided in
the affirmative. The parties then announced their selection
as follows, viz : On the one part, Abner H. Francis, Samuel
C. Hutchins, Robert Jackson ; and on the other part, Peter
Vogelsang, Samuel Van Brackle, Joshua P. B. Eddy. Mr.
Hamilton was appomted by the President on the part of the
Convention.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Afternoon Session.

Prayer by the Rev. Hoshea Easton.

President in the chair. The roll having been called and
the minutes of the morning session read, Resolved, that fifteen
be a quorum to proceed to business.

Resolved, that the Secretary be paid twelve shillings per
day, for his services during the session of this Convention.

On motion of Mr. Barbadoes, Resolved, that 2000 copies of
Mr. Hamilton’s address be printed for gratuitous distribution,
and that a committee of three be appointed to prepare Mr.
Hamilton’s address for publication.

Messrs. Hamilton, Jackson, and Barbadoes, were appointed
said committee.
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On motion of Mr. Brewer, Resolved, that a committee be
appointed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a
Manual Labour School for the education of Coloured Youth,
and for their instruction in the agricultural and mechanic
arts, at some central point in the middle States, and that said
committee make a report to this Convention. Laid on the
table for further consideration.

On motion of Mr. Pennington, Resolved, that a committee
of five be appointed by the chair, to lay before this Conven-
tion such business as may be necessary for them to act upon,
and that they report as soon as possible. Messrs. Penning-
ton, Thompson, Van Brackle, Easton and Remond, were ap-
pointed said committee.

On motion of Mr. Peck, Resolved, that this Convention ad-
journ on Friday next. ‘ ~

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, Resolved, that Mr. Peck’s mo-
tion be laid on the table until Friday next.

On motion of Mr. Brewer, Resolved, that the Conventional
Board report to-morrow morning.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow, at 9 o’clock, A. M.

Wednesday Morning, June 4.

The President in the chair. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Drayton.

The roll was called and the minutes of the preceding ses-
sion were read. -

On motion of Mr. Barbadoes, Resolved, that a committes
be appointed to make the necessary arrangements for pub-
lishing the minutes of the Convention, as speedily as possible.

On motion of Mr. Peck, Resolved, that the President ap-
point a committee of three, to be associated with the Secretary
as a publishing committee. The following persons were ac-
cordingly appointed; viz : Messrs. Hamilton, Barbadoes and
- Jackson.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, Resolved, that a committee
consisting of one Delegate from each State be appointed by
the President, to take measures for holding a public meeting
on Monday or Tuesday evening,as may be most convenient, for
the purpose of hearing statements from the several Delega-
tions, as to the general state of our cause throughout the
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eounty. Messrs. Barbadoes, Spywood, Merriman, Jackson,
London, Peck and Nickens were appointed.

The committee appointed to lay before this Convention
‘suitable business to be acted upon, report the following :

1. That a committee be appointed to suggest some plan,
by which to remove some of the principal effects of that pre-
judice which prevails against coloured citizens. Such as ex-
clusion from equal church prlvﬂeges, and the disadvantages
to which we are subjected in travelhnu by steam boats and
stages.

2. Whereas strong combinations are formed for the ex-
préss purpose of perpetually excluding coloured people from
acquiring knowledge in the mechanic arts, that a commit-
tee be appointed to point out the most efficient means of
making general a knowledge of the above named arts.

3. That a committee be appointed to ascertain what ac-
cess is granted to people of colour in Manual Labour Schools,
already established in different parts of the country ; and
whether there isany prospect of other Manual Labour Schools
being established, to which we may have access.

4. That a committee be appointed to consider the claims
to the Liberator, and to point out the best way in which our
influence may be directed for the sustenance of that and other
papers pledged to our cause.

5. That a commitiee be appointed to examine the merits
and demerits of the Colonization Society, so far as its advo-
cates claim to have mis’sionary objects in view. -

6. That a committee be appointed to inquire whether laws
have been passed by any of the State legislatures during the
present year, bearing on the rights and liberties of coloured

- citizens ; and in case such laws have been passed, to propose
the proper mode of opposing them, and effecting their repeal.

7. That a committee be appointed to draft a constitution
for the government of the Convention of free persons of colour.

8. That a committee be appointed to prepare an address to
the free people of colour, expressive of the views of this Con-
vention, relative to the policy they should observe in all pub-
lic relations in which we are liable to be classed as a people
distinct from other portions of the community.



13

The above report was accepted and taken up by sections
for adoption. The merits of each section having been discus-
sed and approved, the entire report was adopted ; and by or-
der of the house, the President appointed a committee to re-
port tipon each section as follows, viz. Messrs. Easton, John-
son and Spywood on the first; Messrs. Ogden, Easton and
Hogarth on the second ; Messrs. Barbadoes, Hinton and Lon-
don on the third ; Messts. Eddy, Shadd and Blount on the
Jourth ; Messrs. Whipper, Van Brackle, Easton, Johnson
and Luca on the fifih. Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Afternoon Session.

The President in the chair. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Per- -
ry. Messrs. Israel Lewis of Wilberforce, U. C. ; Evan Wil-
liams of Port au Prince, Hayti ; and Richard Voluntine of
Cranbury, N. Y. were admitted honorary members of this
Convention.

The heads of the several Delegations reported; and on
motion of Mr. Robt. Jackson, the following persons, viz.
Messrs. Nickens, Eddy and Drayton were appointed a com-
mittee to condense the reports.

Elizur - Wright, Jun. Esq., was introduced and leave
granted him to address the Convention. Arthur Tappan, Esq.
was introduced to the Convention.

M. Hinton submitted a resolution to suspend‘the rule re-
lative to the appointment of Delegates, in order to admit the
Philadelphia Delegations to seats as members of the Conven-
tion. After someé discussion on the propriety of the measure,
the resolution was withdrawn. ;' Adjourned to meet to-motrow,
at 9 o’clock, A. M.

Thursday JMorning, June 5.

The President in the chair. Prayer by the Rev. Mr.
Eddy. The roll was called and the Minutes of the preceding
session were read. A communication from Utica, N. Y. was
received, bearing the signature of Messrs. Brown, Wycoff and

N
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Fountain, and referred to the committee for condensing the
Minutes.

Mr. Hughes submitted the following preamble and resolu-
tion, seconded by Mr. Hinton, viz. Whereas, it is the duty
of this Convention, to guard the general interests of the co-
loured commurity of this country ; and whereas, it is con-
ceived that all vain expenditures of time and pomp in dress,
are deleterious in their effects, inasmuch. as they tend to
impoverish us, and to increase the prejudice and contempt of
the whites. Therefore, Resolved, That we disapprove, will
discountenance and suppress, so far as we have power or influ-
ence, the exhibition and procession usually held on the fifth
day of July annually, in the city of New-York ; and all other
processions of coloured peocple, not necessary for ,the inter-
ment of the dead. '

On motion of Mr. Shadd, Resolved, That this resolution be
made the order of the day for 8 o’clock to-morrow, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Peck, seconded by Mr. Drayton, Re-
solved, That this Convention organize itself into a National
Society, for the general improvement of the free people of
colour in the United States, and that a committee of seven be
appointed to draft a constitution for the government of said
society. After some remarks in favour and against the reso-
lution, it was laid on the table for future consideration.

The committee on the first section of report on business
proper to be acted on, reported. The report was accepted,
and taken up by sections for adoption. Adjourned till 3
o’clock, P. M.

Afternoon Session.

The President in the chair. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Drayton.
The roll was called and the Minutes of the morning session
were read. The unfinished business of the morning was
taken up for consideration, when, on motion, a suspension was
ordered, to receive the report on contested Delegations. The
committee reported Messrs. Bird, Butler, Gardner, Whipper
and Purvis to be the legally appointed Delegates from Phila-
delphia ; the report was adopted, and such parts of the Dele-
gation as were present, were admitted to their seats.
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On motion of Mr. Hinton, seconded by Mr. Hutchins,
Resolved, That a committee of seven persons be appointed to
consider and report upon the whole subject of Abolition, as
set forth by our uncompromising friends of the American Anti-
Slavery Society.

The report of the committee on the first section of the
above named report, was again called up and discussed ;
when, on motion, it was Resolved, That the recommendations
therein contained, with the exception of the last clause of the
third section as follows, be rejected, viz. To obviate all
difficulty in travelling, Resolved, that our people be recom-
mended to patronize those conveyances and establishments
only, in which are granted us equal privileges for our money.
Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o’clock, A. M.

Friday Morning, June 6.

President in the chair. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Nickens. The
roll was called, and the Minutes of the preceding session were
read. A communication was received from Mr. Vashon of
Pittsburg, Penn., read and ordered on file. A communica-
tion was also received from Mrs. Fell of Philadelphia. Read
and ordered on file. ‘

Resolved, that the first hour of each morning session be de-
voted to the reading of communications.

Mr. Peck’s resolution on forming a National Society, was
taken up and discussed. Adopted by a large majority. Ad-
journed to meet at 3 o’clock, P. M.

Afternoon Session.

President in the chair. Prayer by the Rev. Theo. S.
Wright. The roll was called and the Minutes of the morn-
ing session were read. '

Resolved, that a committee of seven be appointed to draft a
constitution for the government of the contemplated National
Society ; and that Messrs. Bird, Drayton, Hogarth, Easton,
Van Brackle, Vogelsang and Hamilton be that committee.

Mr. Hughes’ resolution on processions being the order of the
day for this afternoon, was taken up. After a very protract-
ed debate on.its merits, the question was called for. Mr.
Brown of Brooklyn, N. Y. magnanimously stated that he had .
hitherto been favourable to processions, and had taken con
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siderable share in their arrangement ; but that he was now
convinced of their injurious tendency to his brethren, and con-
sequently would have nothing more to do with them. The
yeas and nays on the question were then demanded by call-
ing the roll, and it was decided in the affirmative by an over-
whelming majority, viz. Yeas, Remond, Barbadoes, Scatlett,
Perry, Johuson, Merriman, Luca, Easton, Jackson, Hogarth,
Brown, Thompson, Thompson, Brown, Hughes, Hamilton,
Vogelsang, Jackson, Pennington, Gray, Blount, Peck, Depee,
Hinton, Hutchins, Smith, Butler, Gardner, Francis, Closson,
Drayton, Freeman, Ogden, Nicken, Lewis, Shadd, Johnsca,
Wilson, Spywood, Stewart, 40 Nuys, Hardenburg, Brewer, 2.

A communication was received from the New-York Philo-
mathean Society, praying the Convention to recommend the
establishment of Literary Societies ; the prayer of the peti-
tioners was granted.

Saturday Morning, June 7.

President in the chair. Prayer bv Rev Hoshea Easton, T he
roll was called and the Minutes of the last session were read.
The committee appointed te consider the merits, &c. of the
Colonization Society, made the following report :

The committee appointed to investigate and report upon
the merits of the Colonization Society, so far as its advocates
claim to have missionary objects in view, beg leave to report
that they have duly investigated the subject confided to
them ; and can find nothing worthy of commendation in the
missionary operations of the society. They therefore recom-
mend to the Convention the adoption of the following resolu-
tions, viz. o

First—Resolved, That in our opposition to the Colonization
Society, we have not opposed ourselves to the persons, piety,
or good intentions of men, nor to the civilization of Africa;
but to the principles which aim at the root of our liberty ; and
so long as these odious principles are adhered to by any of our
fellow citizens, we shall deem it our duty to feel and act with
uncompromising hostility to the same. The character of the
founders, of all who advocate, of those who support, and the
popularity of the scheme notwithstanding.

Secondly, That we solemnly submit it to the Colonizations
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Bociety, whether under any consideration, and especially in
view of our institutions, they have a right to continue our ad-
liérence to the project of our colonization.

Thirdly, That the free people of colour in all places, where
it may be practicable, are advised to prepare memorials, to be
signed by every citizen of thejr respective regions, who en-
tertain sentiments of opposition ; and to be sent to the Colo-
niization Society at their next annual meeting, most respect-
fully requesting them to erase the words, fiee people of colour,
with their consent, from the .constitution.

Resolved, that 3000 copies of the Minutes of this Conven-

. tlon be printed, and that each Delegatlon beé furnished with

50 copies thereof.

On motion of Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Ogden Resolued,
that committees be .appointed to correspond with persons resi-
ding at leerla to use every means for ascertaining the true
situation of our brethren theie colonized, how many are de-
sirous to tetuin to this country, but are prevented for want of -
means ; and that this committee be authorized to publish from-
time to time the results of their correspondence. =~ -

Resolved, that a commiittee of Five be appointed, to appomt
committees to carry into effect the above resolution. Messrs.
Hamilton, Gardner, Remond, Easton and London were ac-
cordingly appointed. : .

Resolved, thit a standing committee of Five be appointed
for the city of New-York, to conduct the correspondence with
Liberia, viz. Messrs. Vogelsang, Cornish, VViHiams, Hughes
and Dow ning.

Résolved, that the Committees of correspondence are duec
ted to report to the next Annual Convention, the méasures
proper to be adopted for the relief of the sufferers at Liberia ;
and whethier supplies of provisions should be furnished them,
or whether means should be raised to aid them in returning
to their own country. °

On motion of Mr. Francis, seconded by Mr. Barbadoes,
Resolved, that an extract from the Minutes on the subject of
processions, be published three times in three of the leading
Daily and other papers in the city of New-York ; and that

. : 3 -
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the treasuret of the Conventional Board is hereby mstructec!
to pay-the expenses of such publication.

Resolved, that the publishing committee, viz. Messrs. Ham-
ilton, Barbadoes, Jackson and Hughes are instructed to carry
the above resolution into f{ull effect.

‘M. Easton proposed the following preamble and resolution,
seconded by Mr. Luca, which was unanimously adopted :
Whereas, there are certain grievances connected with the
elective franchise, as now enjoyed by a portion of the free peo-
ple of colour in our country, which demand prompt and effi-

cient action ; therefore, Resolved, that a committee of one .

Delegate from each State be appointed to consider and report
upon the subject to this Convention. Messrs. Butler, Easton,
Closson, Pennington, Hutchins, London, Stewart, Barbadoes,
and Brewer were appointed that committee.

On motion of Mr. Hinton, seconded by Mr. Hughe Re-
solved, that this Convention do most cordially approve of the
disinterested and truly philanthropic course of Miss Prudence
Crandall of Canterbury, Con., in her devotion to the educa-
tion of female coloured youth; and we do most cheerfully
commend her to the patronage and affection of the people of

_eolour at large. 7

- Onmotion of Mr. Luca, seconded by Mr. Easton, Fesolved,
that this Conventicn recommend to the jfree people of colour
of the United States, the importance of meeting together in
their respective locations on the fourth day of July. annually,
for the purpose of prayer; that addresses be delivered on
those subjects connected with our peculiar situation and our
moral and political improvement ;-and that collections be
taken up on such occasions to aid the objects of the Conven-
tion. :

M. Olney of Canterbury, Con., was introduced to the
Convention, and invited to the seat of an honorary member.
Adjourned to Monday, 9 o’clock‘;A.‘ M., when Mr. Van
Brackle has the floor, to continue his remarks on the appoint-
ment of a committee to report on the subject of abelition.

Monday Morrimg, June 9.
* The Convention met as pet adjournmengy The President
in the chair. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Easton. The roll having
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been called and the Minutes of the last session read, the an-
nual report of the Conventional Board was read and accepted.

REPORT.

The Board beg leave to Report, that théy formed on the 28th of
June last pas), and perceiving that they were then wholly with-
out funds, and that the funds expected to be received would not

be sufficient to pay the current expenses of- the year; they thought -

it necessary to devise some plan by which they might be increas:
© ed. Having received a letter from the Rev. Charles Gardner,
" tendering his services to preach a discourse on the fourth of July,
they accepted his services, and procured Zion Church at which place
- theaddress of the Convention to the people colour, with the Minutes
of a former year were distributed. A collection was taken up amoun-
ting to $25. The Board likewise obtained Bethel Chureh, in Sep-
tember, and again distributed addresses and Minutes, and collected
~about $7. After the necessary expenses of these meetings were
paid;-a balance of about $16 in favour of the Board was left.

The Board would report, that for the Mmutes of the last Con-
vention, there have been no returns of moneys whatever, except
from: the ¢ity of New=-York; from which city they received for five
fundred; copies $9 33 ; they, likewise report that agreeably to. the
book of the last treasurer, Mr. Hinton there was a balance in his
hands of $122 38 of which sum he remitted $88 34 ; stating at
the same. time that he retained moneys in his hands for the pay-

- ment of room-hire, for the use of the Conventional Board. '

The Board take pleasure in stating, that Mr. Downing and Mr.
Frazer, cheerfully accommodated their sessions, and furnished re-
freshments to them without charge. '

The Board would now lay before you their treasurer's account,
hoping“you will find it satisfactory; likewise the Minutes of the

‘Conventional Board ; any explanation which may be wanted, will.

be. given by their- cha.lrman.
Szgned onbekalf of the Board, ,
WM. HAMILTON, Pnszdent.
JAMES FIELDS, Secretary.’



TREASURER’S ACCQUNT.

DR.  Conventional Board, in account with Jno. Robertson, Treasurer, CR,

1834. : 1834.

June 14. June 14.

To Sundries paldﬁyrBooks, By Sundries received to
Stationary, copying Minutes, =~ _ |date ., . . . 284 554
&c. $136 183

Balance in ‘the Treasurer’s )
hands to date . . 148 363

8248 55} o - $284 554

‘Mr. Van Brackle, resumed at great length his speech on
the appointment of a committee on abolition. ~On the ques-
. tion being submitted to the house, it was decided in the
affirmative ; and Messrs. Barbadoes, Merriman, Hogarth, Bird,
Drayton, London and Spywood, appointed as a committee to
report resolutions proper to be adopted on the subject.

Dr. Atlee, the elder, of Philadelphia, was introduced by the
President, and addressed thé Convention; expressing the
high gratification afforded him by the interview, and the
orderly manner of conducting the deliberations.

The report of the Corresponding Secretary, was read and
accepted. ' '

The committee appointed to consider the claims of the
Liberator, &c., made.the following report, ‘which was
adopted.

-The committee appointed to consider the claims of the Li-
berator, and to point out the best method of sustaining its in-
influence ; and also, to notice all such papers as are pledged
to our cause, beg leave to report to this. Convention, that the
Liberator demands our special regard. ©;

We acknowledge that that periodical ‘has been too much
neglected, and therefore would recommend the following reso-
lutions, viz. That this Convention request all auxiliary socie~
ties connected with this Convention, to pay strict attention to
the patronage and circulation of the Liberator, the Emancipa-
tor, and gll other papers pledged to our interest. And, that
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each Delegation shall be a committee to take proper measures
for their ample support and permanent continuance

Adjoumed to meet at 3 o’clock, P. M.

Afternoon Session.
President in the chair. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Drayton The
" 1ol was called and the Minutes of the morning session were -
read.

On motion of M1 Van Brackle, seconded by Mr. Merri-

‘man, Resolved, that the thanks of this Conveation are hereby
tendered to the Conventional Board, for their zealous, dls-
ereet and faithful services during the past year.

Resolved, that the publishing committee are hereby directed
to publish, in connexion with the Minutes, the proclamation
of Gen. Jackson and his Aid-de-camp, addressed fo the free
people of colour, in September, 1814.

PROCLAMATION.

Head Quarters, Seventh Military District, Mobile,‘September
21, 1814.  To the Free Coloured Inhabitants of Louisania.

Through a mistaken policy you have heretofore been de-
prived of a participation in the glorious struggle for national
rights, in which our country is engaged. This no longer
shall exist.

As sons of Freedom, you are now called upon to defend
our most inestimable blessing. As Americans, your country
leoks with confidence to her adopted children, for a valourous
support, “as a faithfnl return for the advantages enjoyed un-
der her mild and equitable government. As fathers, lLius-
bands, and brothers, you are summoned to rally round the
standard of the Eagle,” to defend all which is dear in ex-
istence. _ :

Your country, although calling for your exertions, does not
wish you to engage in her cause, without remunerating you for
the services rendered. Your intelligent minds are not to be
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. led:away by false representations—your love of honcurwould:
cause you to:despise the man who should attempt to deceive
you. In the sincerity of a soldier, and the language of truth,
I address you.

To every noble hearted freeman of colour, volunteering to
serve during the present contest with Great Britain, and no

. longer, there will be paid the same bounty in money and
lands; now received by the white soldiers of the United States,
viz., oné hundred and twenty-four dollars in money, &nd one
hundred and sixty acres of land. The non-commissioned
officers and privates will also'be entitled to the same monthly
pay and daily rations and clothes, furnished to any American
soldier.

On enrolling yourselves in companies, the Major Genelal
commanding, will select officers: for your government, from
your white fellow citizens. Your non-commissioned officers
will be appointed from among yourselves.

Due regard will be paid to the feelings of freemen and sol-
diers. You will not, by being associated with white men in
the same corps, be expesed to improper comparisons or unjust
sarcasm. As a distinct, independent battalion or regiment,
pursuing the path of glory, you will, undivided, receive the
applause and gratitude of your countrymen.

To assure you of the sincerity of my intentions and my
anxiety to engage your invaluable services to our country, I
“have communicated my wishes to thé Governor of Louisiana,
who is fully informed as to the manner of enrolments, and
will give you every necessary information on the subject of
.this address. \

ANDREW JACKSON,

Major General - Commanding:

 Proclamation to the Frce People of Colowr.”

o« Soldiérs 1—When on the banks of the Mobile, I calllediyod
to take up-arms, inviting you to partake the. perils and glory .
of your white fellow citizens, I expected much from you ; for I
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was not ignorant that you possessed qualities most formidable
to an invading enemy. I knew with what fortitude you
could endure hunger and thirst, and all the fatigues of a cam-
paign. I know well how you loved your native couniry, and that
you had as well as ourselves, to defend what man hold. most
" dear—his parents, relations, wife, children and property.
You have done more than I expected. - In addition to the previ-
ous qualities I before knew you to possess, I found tnoreovet,
among you, a noble enthusiasm which leads to the perform-
ance of great things.

‘Soldiers !—The President of the United States shall hear -
how praiseworthy. was your conduct in the hour of d'mver,‘
and the representatlves of the American people will, T doubt
not, give you the praise your exploits entitle you to. Your
General anticipates them in applauding your noble ardour.

The enemy approaches, his vessels cover .our lakes, our
brave citizens are united, and all contention has ceased among
them. Their only dispute is, who shall win the prize of
valor, .or-who the most glory, its noblest reward.

- By Grder,
THOMAS BUTLER, id de Camp »

Adjourned till to-morrow, at 9 o’clock, A.M..

Tuesday Morning, June 10.

President in the chair. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. .Iackson
‘The roll.was called and the Minutes of the last session were‘
read. ‘

Resolved, that the Com'entlon adJourn at half past 2 P. M.
on Thursday. On motion of Mr. Whipper, seconded by Mr.

" Hutchins, Resolved, that this Convention make a po sitive and
formal declaration to the world, of their sentiments on those -
subjects which now engage the attention of the people of the
United . States, with respect to the future condition of the
coloured population ; including a definite expression of the -
course they feel morally -bound to pursue, that they may suc-
cessfully-aid in the prosecution of the objects contemplated.

Resolued, that the President appoint ‘a committee of three
to report.on the above resolution. Messts. Whipper, Hamil-

ton and Stewart were ‘appointed, with mstruonons to report
on Wednesday morning. , .
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The committee appointed to consider and repott on thé
subject of abolition, submitted the following report, which
was adopted, and ordered to be published in connexion with
preamble and constitution of the New England Anti-Slavery
Society. ’

REPORT.

¢ Whereas we believe that Slavery is contrary to the precepts
of Christianity, dangerous to the liberties of the, country, and
ought immediately to be abolished ; and whereas, we believe that
the citizens of New-England not only have the right to protest
against it, but are under the highest obligation to seek its removal
by a moral influence ; and whereas, we believe that the free people
of colour are unrighteously oppressed, and stand in need of our
sympathy and benevolent co-operation; therefore, recognizing the
inspired declaration that God ¢ hath made of one blood all nations
of men for tgdwell on all the face of the earth,’ and in obedience to
our Saviour’s golden rule, * all things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them; we agree to form our=
. selves into a society, and to be governed by the following principles:

The objects of thesociety shall be, to endeavour, by all means
sanctioned by law, humanity and religion, to effect the abolition of
slavery in the United States; to improve the character and condi~
tion of the free people of colour, to inform ond corréct public 6pi-
nion in relation to their situation and rights, and obtain for them:
equal civil and political rights and privileges with the whites.”

Whereas the principles of the Anti-Slavery Societies em-
brace all the objects of (benevolence, and advocate the rights
of the bond as well as the free. :

_ Resolved, that they merit the expression of our warmest
gratitude; and cheerful support, individually or collectively.

Resolved, that it is expedient that this Convention;, of its
members individually ce-operate with the Anti-Slavery advo-
cates to the utmost of our ability, in the onward march of
prosperity, or in the adverse frowns of the oppenents of the
glorious cause which they have espoused.

On motion of Mr. Merriman, seconded by Mr. Spywood,
Resolved, that this Convention deem it the duty of all persons
of colour, to discountenanece all Boarding houses where
gaming is telerated and practised Adjourned to meét to-mor-
fow,-at 9 o’clock, A. M.
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W ednesciay Mom‘ing, June 11.

President in the Chair. Prayer by Rev.Mr. Dennison.
The roll having been called and the minutes of the last ses-
'sion read, the Committee appointed to condense the reports
of the several delegations submitted the following

REPORT.

‘Tue Committee appointed to condense the reports of delegations
have had under consideration fwenty-five reports. From these,
they have derived very satisfactory information on the state of the
Jfree coloured populatiori generally. They are gratified to learnthat
not only have the institutions for moral, religious and literary im-
provement threughout the non-slave holding states increased in
numbers, but that they have during the past year assumed a
character of decided superiority. In moral reform, the people ap-
pear to have made rapid advancement. Temperance societies are
being made the order of the day; gaming and extravagance are
being superseded bjr a judicious husbandry of finances ; and idle-
ness and levity are yielding precedence to industry and reflection.
Day and Sabbath Schools of an acknowledged reputable character
have been multiplied ; teachers of colour, have been introduced to
public patronage : literary societies and libraries have been esta-
blished ; lectures have been instituted and contributions levied for
their support. And, notwithstanding the malevolence of the Colo-
nization Society, the friends of the coloured man are evidently in-
creasing. Seminaries of learning are being made accessible to our
-youth upon equal terms ; Manual Labour Schools for the promis-
cuous admission of white and colouredads upon liberal conditions
are being organized ; and facilities for travelling with comfort are,
through our untiring friends of the Anti-Slavery Societies, every
day increasing.—On the whole, your Committee, think that we
“have great cause of gratulation to ourselves; of high esteem for
our benefactors; and of deep heartfelt reliance on the Almighty
Disposér of human events.

The Committee to whom was referred the inquiry, Whether
any laws affecting the interests, &c. of' people of colour have
been enacted during the past year by State Legislatures, re-
ported that so far as their inquiries have extended, no law of
oppressive tendency has been enacted during the past year.

' 4 . .
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But that a memorial is new pending before the Legislature of
Connecticut praying the passage of a law prohibiting the in-
flux of coloured persons into that State. And that a remon-
strance to the same has been made by the coloured Citizens of
New-Haven ; the result was not promulged when the Dele-
gates from that quarter set out for this City.

The Committee appointed to frame a Constitution for the
government of the contemplated society, presented their re- \
port, which was made the order of the day, for three o’clock
this afternoon. '

On motion of Mr. Luca, seconded by Mr. Hogarth," Resolv-
ed, That whereas the government of the Hartford Literary
and Religious Institute contemplate the support of a High
School in the City of Hartford, for the benefit of coloured
youth ; and whereas public aid must be necessarily elicited
for the support.of said School ; that this Convention recom-
mend the object as a praiseworthy one, fully entitled to libe-
ral public patronage.

Adjourned, to meet at 3 o’clock, P. M.

/

Afternoon Session.

President in the Chair. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Todd. The
roll having been called and the minutes of the morning ses-
sion read, the report of Committee on constitution wascalled
for, taken up by sections and discussed, when, on motion, Re-
solved, that this Report be referred back to the same Commit-
tee ; and that the Committee be enlarged by the addition of
two to the original number. Messrs Gardner and Closson
were appointed. )

The President introduced Dr. Abm. L. Cox to the Con-
vention. '

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the
exclusion of coloured citizens from acquiring knowledge in the
Mechanic Arts, reported that they deplore the existence of
a formidable prejudice existing among the Mechanics of the
country generally, against the instruction of coloured youth ;
and also that a determined opposition to the employment of
~ coloured workmen, on the part of Masters, and extreme re-:

!
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luctance on the part of journeymen mechanies, tp work in the
same shop with coloured men, prevails to great extent. In
view of these facts, however, they feel incompetent to de-
vise such means as might be efficient to counteract the evil.

Resolved, That it be recommended by this Convention to
the coloured people in the United States, that they avoid any
uncalled for interference or participation in the public dis-
cussions or public meetings of Colonization or Anti-Slavery
Societies.

Resolved, Thatthe Clergymen of the coloured Ohurches be
requested to aid the delegates in their respective regions of
_ country, in promoting the objects of this Convention.
Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock.

-

Thursday Morning, June 12.

Convention 'met pursuant to adjournment. President in
the Chair. Prayer by Rev. Hoshea Easton. The roll was
called and the minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Declaration of Sen-
timent, reported and their Report was accepted as follows. ‘

Declaration of Sentiment.

That this Convention earnestly deplore the depressed con-
dition of the coloured population of the United States ; and
" they have in vain searched the history of nations to find a

parallel.

They claim to be the oﬁ'sprmg of a parentage, that once,
for their excellence of attainment in the arts, literature and
science,'stood before the world unrivalled. . We have mourn-
fully observed the fall of those institutions that shed lustre on
our mother country, and extended to Greece and Rome those
refinements that made them objects of admiration to the cul-
tivators of science. .

'We have observed, thatinno country under Heaven have the

" descendants of an ancesiry once enrolled in the history of fame ;
whose glittering monuments stood forth as beacons, dissemina-
ting light and knowledge to the uttermost parts of the earth,

¢
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+ reduced to such degrading servitude as that under which we
- lJabour from the effect of merican slavery and American pre-
Judice. :

The separation of our fathers from the land of their birth,
earthly ties and early affections, was not only sinful in its
nature and tendency, but it led to a system of robbery, bri-
bery and persecution, offensive to the laws of nature and of
justice. ’

Therefore, under whatever pretext or authority laWS have
been promulgated or executed; whether under parliamentary,
colonial, or American legislation, we declare them in the sight

- of Heaven wholly null and wvoid, and should be immediately
abrogated. o

That*we find ourselves, after the lapse of three centuries, on
the American contment, the remnants of a nation amounting
to three millions of people, whose country has been pillaged,
parents stolen, nine generations of which have been wasted by
the oppressive cruelty of this nation, standing in the presence
of the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, and the civilized world,
appealing to the God of nations for deliverance.

Surely there is no people on earth whose patriotic appeals
for liberty and justice, possess more hallowed claims on the
just interposition of Divine Providence, to aid them in remov-
ing the unqualified system of tyranny and oppressmn, under
which human beings ever groaned: /

We rejoice that it is our lot to be the inhabitants of a coun.
try blest by nature, with-a genial climate and fruitful soil,
and where the liberty of speech and the press are protected
by law.

We rejoice that we are thrown into a revolution where the
contest is not for landed. territory, but for freedom ; the wea-
pons not carnal, but spiritual ; where struggle is not for blood,
but for right; and where the bow is the power of God, and
the arrow the instrument of divine justice ; while the victims
are the devices of reason, and the prejudice of the humanheart.
It is in this glorious struggle for civil and religious liberty,
for the establishment of peace on earth and good will to men,
that we are morally bound by all the relative ties we owe to
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the author of our being to enter the arena, and boldly con-
tend for victory.
* Our reliance and only hope is in God. 1f success attend
the effort, the downfal of Africa from her ancient pride and
~splendour, will have been more than glorious to the establish-
ment of veligion ; every drop of blood spilt by her descendants
under the dominion of prejudice and persecution, will have
produced peaceful rivers that shall wash from the soil of the
human heart, the mountains of vice and corruption, under
which this nation has long withered.

And if our presence in this country will aid in producing
such a desirable reform, although we have been reared un-
der a most debasing system of tyranny and oppression, we
shall have been born under the most favourable auspices to
promote the redemption of the world ; for our very sighs and
groans, like the blood of martyrs, will prove to have been the
seed of the church ; for they will freight the air with their
voluminous ejaculations, will be borne upwards by the power
of virtue to the great Ruler of Israel, for deliverance from
this yoke of merciless bondage. Let us not Jament, that
under the presentconstituted powers of this government, we
are disfranchised ; better far than to be partakers of its guilt.
Let us refuse to be allured by the glittering endowments of
official stations, or enchanted with the robe of American
citizenship. But let us choose like true patriots, rather to be
the victims of oppression, than the administrators of injustice.

Let no man remove from his native country, for our prin-
ciples are drawn from the book of divine revelation, and are
incorporated in the Declaration of Independence, “ that all
men are born equal, and endowed by their Creator with -
certain inalienable rights ; that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.” Therefore, our only trust is in
the agency of divine truth, and the spirit of American liberty;
our cause is glorious and must finally triumph. Though the
blighting hand of time, should sweep us from the stage of
action; though other generations should pass away, our
principles will live for ever ; we will teach our children, and
our children’s children, to hand them down to unborn gene-
rations, and to the latest posterity ; not merely for the release
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of the bondman from his chains, nor for the elevation of the
free coloured man to the privileges  of citizenship; nor
for the restoration of the world from infidelity and supersti-
tion ; but from the more fatal doctrine of expediency, without
which the true’ principles of religion can never be esta-
blished, liberty never secure, or the sacred right\s of man re-
main inviolate. , S ,
It is our fortune to live in an era, where the moral power of
this nation is waking up to the evils of slavery, and the cause
of our oppressed brethren throughout this country. 'We see
two rival institutions* invoking the benevolence of nations to
aid in changing our condition. The former proposes an in-
direct action on the sin of slavery, by removing the free, to the
land of their fathers. The latter, a direct action on the sub-
ject of slavery by denouncing its guilt, while it pleads for the
elevation of the free coloured man in the land of his nativity.
" .The former we reject. [First, -Becauseit is unnecessary,
there being sufficient amount of territory on this continent to
contain ten times the number of its present inhabitants. Se-
condly, Because it is anti-republican in its nature and ten-
dency; for if our country were now overﬂoWing,with a re-
dundant population, we should deny the right of any one
class of men to designate those that should be first removed.
'Thirdly, Because if the few be removed, we have no security
that slavery would be abolished; besides, if that were
achieved, the victims of prejudice could scarcely be removed
in a century, while the prejudice itself would still exist. There-
fore we, as ardent lovers of our country’s welfare, would be
guilty of leaving it to writhe under the dominion of a preju-
dice inimical to the principles of morality, religion and virtue,
while on the contrary we. might have aided its removal."
Therefore we believe and affirm that the duty we owe to the
land of our birth, the interest of our suffering brethren, the
cause of justice, virtue and religion, appeal to us in the most
emphatic strains to remain on our soil, and see the salvation
of God and the true principles of freedom.
~ Therefore we do not desire to see our numbers decreased,
but we pray God that we may lawfully multiply in numbers,
. * The Am. Co. So.and A, A. S. §.
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in moral and intellectual endowments, and that out visages
may be as so many Bibles, that shall warn this guilty nation
~of her injustice and cruelty to the descendants of Africa, until
righteousness, justice and truth, 'shall rise in their might and
majesty, and proclaim from the halls of legislation that
the chains of the bondsman have fallen, that the soil
is sacred to liberty, and that without distinction of nation or
complexion she disseminates alike her blessings of freedom to
all mankind.

Then let us rally around her stondard and ald in cementing
and perpetuating that bond of union, but not till then.

Asit regards the latter institution, we believe that it is pre-
paring the way for that desirable event. With them we will
make one common cause, satisfied to await the same issue.

With them we are willing to labour for its achievement,
and terminate our lives as martyrs, in support of its princi-
ples. We will raise our moral flag, bearing for its inscrip-
tion, “do unto others, as you would have them do unto
" you ;” under this banner we will rally our countrymen w1th-
out distinction of caste or complexion.

We therefore declare to the world, that our object is to ex-
tend the principles of universal peace and good will. to all
mankind, by promoting sound morality, by the influence of
education, temperance, economy, and all those virtues that
alone can render man acceptable in the eyes of God or the
civilized world.

We therefore consider it due to our friends, and our ene-
mies, nay, to the world, that previous to our taking this
decided stand, we should make this just exposition of
our sentiments.—We have drawn our principles of human

rights from an authority above human legislation.—There-
~ fore we cheerfully enter on this moral warfare in defence of
liberty, justice, and humanity, conscious that whether we live
to witness its completion, or die in anticipation of its glorious
results, that it has already been commiited to the friends of
liberty and christianity throughout the world, and to them we
look for its final consummation.—We therefore mutually
- pledge ourselves to these principles, the cause and the world,
to do all that in our power lies, to hasten the period when
justice and universal liberty shall sway the sceptre of nations.

N
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The Committee on Constitution submitted their Report in
form of a Constitution to govern each successive Convention.
Adjourned to 8 o’clock, P. M. '

Afternoon Session.
President in the Chair. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Easton.
The roll was called and the minutes of the morning ses-

sion were read.

The Constitution for the government of the successive
Conventions was taken up by sections for adoption. The
merits of each section having been discussed, the Constitu-
tion was adopted with the exclusion of the second section of

Art. second.

CONSTITUTION.

Whereas, the people of colour in these United States have
signified their approbation of an “ Annual Convention for the
improvementof the free people of colour in these United States,”

- by their choosing and sending Delegates to represent them in
~ said Conventions for the last four years. And whereas, it is
considered necessary for the stability and duration of the policy
of such annual meetings, that written articles of a compact
between the said people and their representatives should be
established ; and whereas, the former mode of government by
precedents, being vacillating and unstable, it is considered
politic to establish a constitution. Therefore, we, the Delegates
assembled in this fourth anoual convention, held in the City
of New-York in the month of June, year 1834, do conclude
that the following articles shall be a constitution to govern
the said conventions.
ArriciE I

Secrion. 1. This Association shall be known as “The Na-
tional Convention of the people of colour,”’ and shall consist
of such number of Delegates as may be selected and sent by
the people of colour, in the manner hereinafter prescribed.

Secr. II. The Convention shall hold its sittings annually,
alternately in the cities of Philadelphia and New-York, on

. the first Monday in the month of June.

Secr. III. The Delegates shall be coloured men, over the
age of twenty-one years, and who shall have resided in the
'state from which he shall be returned at least'six months
previous to his election.
~ Sgcr. IV. Each and every village, town, city, or county,
in the differenit states of the union in which a so¢iety is or
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may be formed, auxiliary to the Convention, shall be entitled
to send Delegates, with or without the participation of persons
not members ; but under no pretence whatever shall any other
body or society be’ allowed to send Delegates from such vil-
lage, town, city, or county, where a'Society shall or may ex-
ist, without the sanction of the senior society, in their partici-
pating in the selecting and electing such  Delegates. But
provided, that in any village, town; city, or county, where no
such society shall exist, the people of such village, town,
city, or county, may by public ‘meeting, send Delegates;
and, to prevent difficulties, there shall be a regular return of
cach Delegate, signed by the President or Chairman and
Secretary of every society or public meeting of any village,

" town, city, or county, at least two weeks previous to the sitting

fo the Convention, forwarded to the President of the Conven-
tional Board, who shall keep a record of and present the same
at the opening of the Convention.

Secr. V. Each convention shall be the judge of the qualifi-
cation of its own members ; appoint its own officers, and make
rules for its own government, during its sitting. .

Artice IL '

Secr. I. The convention shall declare the number of Dele-
gates to be sent by each county, according to the number of
its coloured inhabitants, and the amount of money to be con-
tributed by each Delegation to the Treasury of the convention,
on presenting their credentials ; provided, however, that if any

“county shall possess a less number of inhabitants than the

ratio of representation that may be determined on such county,
shall be deemed to have possessed the right of sending one
representative ; and provided that any county having an
auxiliary society should, within the year preceding the sitting
of the convention, have contributed to the Treasury of the
conveéntion a sum equal'to the amount to be paid by the num-
ber of its delegation, such delegations shall be exempted from
the tax imposed on each Delegation. And, in order to ascer-
tain the number of Delegates to be returned from each county,
it shall be necessary that the- credentials of each Delegate
shall contain a statement of the number of coloured inhabitants
sush county contained, at the last census of the inbabitants
of said county, taken before the return of such delegation.
Arricre IIL

Sect. I. There shall be an executive committee, to be
called ¢ The Conventional Board,” whose duty it shall be to
transact the business of the Convention in its recess. .This

“Board shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Recording
-Secretary, Corresponding - Secretary,” Treasurer, and a Sub-
" Commiittee of ‘seven--members ; all of whom shall be ‘elected
-annually by the-convention; which election‘shall be by ballot.

Sect. II. The President shall preside at each meeting of.-
the Conventional Board, and also preside at the opening of the
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annual convention, until the same is organized by the appoint-
ment of its own officers. It shall also be his duty to prepare
and send a message to the convention at the opening of each
session, depicting the condition of our people and suggesting
for the consideration of the convention such matters as he shall
deem worthy of their consideration.

The Vice-President, shall, in case of the death, absence or
resignation of the President, do ard perform all the duties of
the office of President. '

The Corresponding Secretary shall nofify the persons ap-
pointed to office by the convention, and correspond with the
committees and agents appointed to advance the interest of our
people ; such correspondence being subject to the inspection
of the president.

The Recording Secretary shall keep accurate minutes of
the proceedings of the Conventional Board, which shall be
laid before the convention at its opening, and shall act as Se-
cretary until the convention is organized.

The Treasurer shall receive all moneys collected for the
Treasury of the convention, and pay all drafts made on him by
the President and Secretary of the Conventional Board, at any
of its meetings. But, before he enters upon the duties of his
office, he shall give to the Committee of seven of the Board,
who is hereby authorized to act as trustees to this association,
such a bond or obligation, and in such penalties as they may
require, which bond or obligation shall be cancelled on the
surrender of all moneys and securities in his possession be-
longing to the Convention.

Sect. 1II. The Conventional Board shall have power to
ill all vacancies in their Board, at any meeting .at which a
majority of the members shall be present, they shall pay all
moneys appropriated by the Convention, and the expenses in-
curred at each sitting. They shall present to the ccnvention,
after the organization of each sitting, a regular account with
its  Treasurer ; and, when a new Conventional Board is ap-
pointed, pay over all moneys, and deliver over all documents
and papers belonging to the Convention, to the new board.

ArticLe IV,

Sect. I, When the Treasury of the Convention shall
contain a larger sum than five hundred dollars, it shall be in-
vested in United States securities; the script for which to be
held by the Conventional Board as Trustees of the conven-
tion.

ArTicLE V.

Until the present Constitution shall go into effect, the
precedent of all former Conventions shall continue in force,
but no alteration shall be made to this Constitution at the
session the alteration is proposed ; but the proposition may
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be discussed and pubhshed in the Minuates, and the question
decided at the next sitting of the Convention.
PeTER VOGELSANG.
Wwum. HAMILTON.
SAMUEL VAN BRACRLE.
James Birp.
Joun D. Crossox.

Resolved, that the hour of ad_]ournment be suspended to the
close of the day.

On motion of Mr. Whipper, seconded by Mr. -Jackson,
Resolved, That this Convention recommend the establish-
ment of Societies on the principle of Moral Reform, as set forth
in the declaration of sentiment.

Resolved, that the President appoint a Committee of five
to'nominate the Conventional Board, Messrs. Hutchins, Bird,
Butler, Gardner and Van Brackle were appointed.

The Committee to nominate the Conventional Board, re-

ported as follows and their report was accepted—viz.
JNO. P. BURR President,
DANIEL B. BROWNEHILL, Vice Prestdent,
- SAMULEL VAN BRACKLE, Recording Secretary,
WILLIAM WHIPPER, Corresponding Secretary,‘
JOHN BOWERS, Sen. Treasurer,
COMMITTEE.
JAMES Me CRUMMELL. . JUNIUS C. MORELL,
JOSHUA BROWN, JAMES CORNISHE,
SAMUEL C. HUTCHINS, ROBERT C. GORDON; Jr.
JACOB WHITE.
MAINE.

Mr. MANUEL, Vice-President, Portland.
REUBEN REUBEN, Corresponding Secretary, Portland.

MASSACHUSETTS."

RICHARD JOHNSON, Vice-President, New-Bedford.
JAMES G. BARBADOES, Corresponding Secretary, Boston,

RHODE ISLAND.

GEORGE C. WILLIS, Vice-President.
ALFRED NIGER, Corresponding Secretary.

CONNECTICUT.
J. W. CREED, Vice-President.
LUKE LATHROP, Corresponding Secretary,
: NEW-YORK.

THOMAS L. JINNINGS, Vice-President.
HENRY SIPKINS, Corresponding Secretary.

NEW-JERSEY.

JOHN D. CLOSSON, Vice-President.
ABNER H. FRANCIS, Corresponding Secretary.

. PENSYLVANIA.
JAMES BIRD, Vice-President.
JAMES NEEDHAM, Corresponding Secretary;
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 *MARYLAND.
JAMES HINER, Vice-President -
ROBERT COOLEY, Corresponding Secretary.

*DELAWARE.
-ISRAEL JEFFRIES, Vice-President..
~ PETER HUBBARD Corresponding Secretary.

DIST. COLUMBIA.:
ARTHUR WARING, Vice-President.

JNO.- COOK, Corresptmdmg Secretary.

OHIO.
JNO. LIVERPOOL, Vice-President.
OWEN T. B. NICKEN, Corresponding Secretary.

On motion of Mr. Whipper, seconded by Mr. Jackson,

Resolved, That this /conventio’n again earnestly recommend
the subject of Temperance to our people generally on the
principle of total abstinence. N

Oh motion of Mr. Jacksomn, seconded by Mr. Easton, .

Resolved, That this Convention earnestly recommend to
all its constituents their abstinence, as much as possible, from
goods contaminated with the blood and tears of the slave.

On motion of Mr. Barbadoes, seconded by Mr. Scarlett,

Resolvel, That this Convention duly appreciate the mag-
nanimity of the British Public, and the Anti-Slavery Socie-
ties of Great Britain in the missions of Messrs. Stewart and
Thompson, advocates of our cause. And that the unanimous
thanks of this Convention be presented through Mr. Charles
Stewart, whom we’'welcome to these shores as a messenger
of truth, benevolence and philanthropy ; and whom we
recognize as our friend and brother.

Resolved, that the thanks of this Convention be tendered
to the President for the patient and impartial manner in
which he has presided at this Convention.

" Resolved, that the thanks of this Convention be tendered
to the Vice-Presidents for their assistance given to the Presi-
dent in maintaining order.

Resolved, that the thanks of this Convention be tendered
to the Secretaries, for the able manner in which they have
performed the duties of their office.

Resolved, that this Convention adjourn, and that another
Convention be summoned to meet in the City of Philadelphia
on the first Monday in June 1835. 'The Rev. Mr. Todd then
addressed the Convention and eoncluded with Prayer.

HE NRY SIPKINS; President.

"'B. F. HUGHES, Secretary.
* ABNER H, FRANCIS, Asst? ,.S"ecretary.
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