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This Week In Congress Radio Address: Easter Observances, 1956 March 21

[00:00]
Announcer:

Mr. Kelly:

Senator Frear:

Speaker: Senator J. Allen Frear
Transcribed by: David Cardillo

The Week in Congress, recorded on March 21%, 1956.

From the nation’s capital, United States Senator J. Allen Frear brings to
the people of Delaware his annual message for the season of Easter.
Ladies and gentlemen, Senator Frear.

Thank you. In the ancient tradition of its parity, the Christian world once
again turns to the approach of the Easter season: symbol of resurrection
and a new life for mankind. Very shortly, Christian people in countless
churches all over our land will join together to pray and worship at special
Easter Sunday services in accordance with their religious customs and
associations. In anticipation of Easter itself, we are now passing through
the concluding days of the Lenten season, during which Holy Week
observances are taking place. It is ironic that the geographical location of
much Christian history is currently caught up in the tides of conflict, some
of which are older than Christianity itself. Yet with all of the dissention
and strife that hovers menacingly over the ancient land of the Middle East,
there remains the strong and fevered hope that the basic principles on
which Christianity was founded will prevail so that men of all nations can
live in peace with each other during their lives here on Earth. We as
citizens of the leading nation in the free world can help demonstrate our
strong convictions in the meaning and significance of Christianity by
attending and supporting the churches in which we are associated. Recent
years, especially since World War 11, have witnessed a general resurgence
in religious endeavors. New places of worship to accommodate our
expanding population and to replace those structures which have become
outgrown or outmoded are increasingly evident. These churches exist for
one main purpose: to help all of us to come closer to our Creator.
Therefore, during this period of Holy Week, it is most fitting that every
person answer the call of our church leaders who constantly remind us to
participate more frequently and more actively in the practice of religion.
In these days, when the world is a stir with crisis and challenge, no greater
comfort or real guidance can be found than that in strong spiritual ties.
Let us then join together in a common effort to demonstrate beyond any
doubt the religious strength and fortitude which is ours because of our
adherence to the principles of Divine Guidance. In vast areas of the
world, the celebration of Easter will be hardly noticed because religion as
such is scarcely tolerated by the State, if at all. This is the great contrast
between our heritage of freedom and the burden of dictatorship. We in
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[End 05:14]

this country enjoy the priceless benefits of religious freedom under the
authority of our Federal Constitution because those who framed that
historic document recognized the fundamental attachment of the human
mind to a Divine Being. A continuous and vigorous pursuit of Christian
ideals will serve to sustain and strengthen this basic right, and thus help
others to understand and emulate our Democratic way of life. | take this
occasion to extend best wishes of the Easter season to all Delawareans.

Thank you, Senator Frear. From Washington, you have heard United
States Senator J. Allen Frear in his annual Easter message to the people of
Delaware.  [04:56] Mr. Frear’s regular commentary on current
congressional affairs will be resumed next week at this same time,
broadcast from the Senate Office Building in the nation’s capital.



