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rents, teachers, stude 
orking together is the 

IT COMES to tmproving student 
lherc'11 no substttute for a strong 

--nhin between paren1s and the !><:hool. 
of the linn lists in the 1993 

of lhe Ye1tr (NPOY) competition. 
iDYolYcment is the linalleg of the educa-

..: :....o..;_._,_ suc:oess for the student," 
C. Martin, a principalut City 
"When Mudents, teacher. and parents 

kidllleam." 
clearly a key to successful learning," --·J_,.., .. Principal of the Year Janie Ruth 

Milwaukee Trade and 
"And the older children 

rhey need parental suppon." 
ftlaPrlnciillalo(the Year program j, 

IIIII lbc Nauonal Association of 
· 1 Scbool (NASSP). 

beieYC& one of the can 
growth and education is 

or her 
your cluld and ask posnive ques· 

ldviscs. 
a parent praiM:s his or her child for a 

I on a clll).\ projt:ct or completing 
lllignmenl, that parenl is reinforcing 

education. according to llanon. 
lbould ask that will lead young· 

the riglu 01..'lion, not questions that will 
formilitakes. Hollon urges. 

Qaelllon whether studenh have u plan to com-

Do you have the right 
stuff to make it in school? 
SURE YOU ' RE SMART. hut 

do you have the right to 
make it in school? Accordmg 

to organizational Donna 
Goldberg. "'>tudcnts need lime­
management and o rganitauonnl 

to juggle activitic:,, 
pan-time jobs and re,pon\lbilllte' 
at home ." The'c "P' from 
Goldberg and Day Runner. the 
leading retail maker of 
organizers. can help Mudent' 
ceed in the classroom and heyond. 

• Use Monthly to 
Plan Projects and Fiohh llmncwork 
on Time-Working backward from 
the due date detcnmnes what to do 

every day to finish the assignment 
• Schedule Assignments and 

on Weekly Calendars­
Carried in a personal organizer, you 
can check. change or add to 
your .-.chcdulc, anywhere, anytime. 

• Write Down Your To-Do 
Lbt- Advance planning helps you 
lo.now what to do every day. Keep a 
to-do page next to your calendar in 
your per1oonal organizer. 

• Expect the Unexpected-Give 
yourself a few spare days when 
plunmng long-term projects. 

• Create a User-Friendly 
Work,pace- You're in the business 

of being a student , so follow the 
example of professionals. A desk, 
bulletin board, bookshelf and file 
cabinet or rolling can for hanging 
tiles are essential. 

• Color-Code Files, Computer 
Disks, Notebooks and Textbooks­
Assign one color per subject-for 
example, blue for English. red for 
history. Choose colored notebooks 
and stickers for files. computer 
disks and textbooks. Color-code 
subject tabs in a personal organizer 
for quick notes and assignments. 

- From tlte North American Press 
Syndicate 

$6.6 billion of private sector aid 
has gone unclaimed each year 

The American Association of 
Fund Raising Councils recent 
studies reported that private 
foundations, corporations, indi­
viduals and charitable organi­
zations and agencies gave 
away over $75 billion through 
grants, awards, fellowships 
and private gifts last. year. 

$6.6 billion of financial aid 
fr:om the private sector has 
gone unclaimed each year. 
That is enough to give every 
student in the U.S. $600. This 
statement came from a two­
year study made by the 
National Commission of 
Student Financial Assistance 
and the House Subcommittee 
on Postsecondary Education. 

Thousands of scholarships 
and grants go unclaimed every 
year because students just 
don't know where to find the 
money. Students need informa­
tion on tuition plans, loans, 
work fellowship and work 
cooperative programs. 

Morcomp Services is a com­
pany dedicated to assisting 

gi.-ls 
Ill C. 

students who are returning to 
college or technical school or 
going for the flrst time, fmd 
money for college. Morcomp 
Services uses a program called 
F.A.F.C. (Financial Aid For 
College) which has available 
the largest national computer 
data base of student aid 
awards in the U. S. This 
national data base is located in 
Washington D .C. and is now 
available to the general public 
through F .A.F.C. 

A student would fill out a 
special application which asks 
for information about your 
interests and abilities. For 
example, potential college 
majors, potential careers, 
grade point average, student 
activities, parent activities and 
a host of other areas make up 
the questionnaire. Morcomp 
Services will enter the stu­
dent's personalized data into 
the data base which will be 
compared with all the awards 
for which you may qualify -
everything from local, state 

and federal aid to private a.nd 
corporate grants. 

Morcomp Services through 
F .A.F.C. prides itself on having 
the most complete listing of 
private sector funding from 
religious groups, clubs, organi­
zations, corporations, trusts, 
foundations, memorials and 
thousands of J?hilanthropic 
organizations. 

Each l isting will give you 
the award's name, address, 
telephone number, award 
director's name, amount of the 
award, deadline and what 
makes you eligible for the 
award. Normally, you will 
receive a computer of 
15 to 30 sources that you can 
contact for financial aid. 
Morcomp guarantees at least 
10 sources you may qualify for 
or YOUf money back. 

F or more information on 
how Morcomp Ser vices can 
find money for you , call (302) 
832-2200 and a free informa­
tion packet will be sent to you. 

Girls Incorporated 
of Delaware 

Ch.ld care Programs 
• lnf!nt (Newark & Claymont) 

NOW ENROLLING 
QUALITY YOUTH PROGRAMS 

FOR OVER 40 YEARS 

• preschool 
• Kindergarten ool 
• Before/ Boys to age B 

Girls ag 
1 

& Income 

I 
Fees based on familY s ze 

CALL ABOUT OUR EVENING & SATURDAY 
ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS FOR GIRLS 6·18 YEARS 

CLAYMONT BRANCH 
3301 Green Street • Claymont, DE 19703 

(302) 798-9243 

GREATER NEWARK BRANCH 
489 Wyoming Road • Newartc, DE 19711 

(302) 292-0425 

KIWANIS BRANCH 

• 

109 E. 26th Street • Wilmington, DE 19802 
UnllledWiy (302) 764-1382 

DENNISON BRANCH 
1019 Brown Street • Wilmington, DE 19805 

(302) 656-1697 
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Tips on how to communicate 
effectively with the teacher 
WEST LAFAYETTE. Ind. (AP) -
When communication between par­
ents and school is a two-way street, 
both can reach their shared goal of 
giving each child a good education, 
according to a Purdue University 
professor. 

Judith Myers-Walls, an associate 
professor of child development and 
fami ly studies, says parents and 
teachers need to work together to 
find wuys to appreciate one unoth­
er's goals- or to set new ones. 

For example, the parents' main 
goal may be to have their child 
treated as an individual, while the 
teacher's primary aim may be to 
have the child arrive at school on 
time. follow lhc rules and do the 
assigned homework. 

So it's imponantthat and 
teachers share their knowledge or 
expectations for lhe child, Myers­
Walls said. 

Communication is also impor­
tant if parents fear that a change in 
the child's life, such as a death or 
divorce, might affect schoolwork or 
socialization. 

Myers-Walls says parents should 
contact the teacher directly, rather 
than going to lhe school principal or 
having their child carry messages to 

school. 
"Don· t expect a child to manage 

an issue ... she says. It 's also impor­
tant for parents to talk about pro­
jects or policies that meet their 
upproval, not just their problems 
and conc·ems. 

" If possible, contact the teacher 
the first time with something you 
feel go1Jcl about, or combine the 
problem with something positive,' ' 
she say, .. Some exumples might be 
if the child likes the wuy the teacher 
does something. if his or her grades 
arc improving, or if there's a help­
ful newslencr. 

Rea:;ons for concern might 
include a child suddenly complain­
ing ubout school or performing 
poorly. a policy parents are uncom­
fonabll· with, or an out-of-character 
discipline problem. 

"If .t teacher calls with a prob­
lem. look at it as a pannership and 
work together." Myers-Walls says. 

A note from or a call to 
retjucst a conference arc typical 
ways parents are approached, says 
Jerry 'Miller. superintendent of lhe 
Southwest School Corp. in south· 
western Indiana. 

M iller says teachers become 
concl."mcd when children fail to tum 

in homework, act up in class or arc 
doing poorly in their classroom 
assignments. 

At the elementary school level. 
regular parent-teacher conferences 
are held to discuss students' 
progress. At lhe high school level. 
there's an open house. 

In Chicago public schools, local 
school advisory councils meet 
monthly to organize and set policies 
for safety, discipline, curriculum 
and budget, says Joseph Ruiz, 
director of the Division of Student 
Suppon. 

Ruiz says the councils are made 
up of six parents, two teachers, two 
community members and one prin­
cipal. 

ln addition, open houses and par­
ent-teacher conferences arc offered 
to involve all parents. 

"Our doors are open to parents 
any time we're open for business," 
he says. 

"We continue to encouragt> more 
students and parents to l'ecome 
involved with teachers and princi­
pals so we can continue to move 
forward. We hope all parents visit 
school at one time or another.'' 

OVER $30 BILLION IN PRIVATE SECTOR 
ANANCIALAID AVAILABLE THROUGH HUGE COMPUTER DATABASE 

The F.A.F.C. (FJ1nancial Aid For CoUege) 
Report matches with between IS and 30 

sources • of ru:tancial aid for which you 
might qualify OF YOUR HIGH 

SCHOOL GRADES OR SAT SCORES. Many 
grants are basecl on need only. For a packet 
of free information and an application for 

tlae report call: 

Morcomp Services 
(302) 832-2200 

•wo Guarantee atleast10 sources. 

Girls Incorporated knows that 
'Growing up is serious business' 

In today's complex society, g.rowing up is seri­
ous business. Girls Incorporated of D e laware 
means business when it comes to providing age 
appropriate programs that challenge and encour­
age girls to achieve their full potential. 

The agency is part of a national organization 
which recognizes that certain opportunities and 
experiences are necessary if girls arc to grow up 
and become confident and responsible adults. 

Girls Incorporated offers innovative programs 
that encourage girls to set goals and to believe in 
their ability to experiment with life. A t the centers, 
located in Newark, Wilmington and C laymont, 
girls science and math wi th hands-on 
act ivities. They are introduced to a variety of 
sports and the ir knowledge of art and c ulture is 
enriched, all while challenging their creativity. 

For more Information, call your local 
branch, or (302) 798-8554. 
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• Jobs that need people 
Daytona Beach, Fla.. and Prescott . Ariz. 
.Rullltlll 

" Real estate is a different ball game 
these days,'' sayH Rick 0' Neil of the 
Mctrophtan New York City-Long Island 
office of Cenwry 21 of the Nonheast. "The 
present-day real estAte professional has to 
be adept Ill automarion and knowledgeable 
about what's happening in the investment 
tllld financial arenas, besides being educat· 
ed oo slt\lctural engineering and disclo­
sure.'' 

Besides that, the real estate agent has to 
be 11 psychologi..~t tllld family planner, he 
says. 

Real eslalc: people today are aware of an 
old idea thai just about anyone could sell 
property. 1'here used to be a time when 
~al estate sales meant chauffeuring a 
homebuyer from house to house,·· says 
Joe Manrique, broker at Century 2 1 Scenic 
View Real Estate in Brooklyn, N.Y. "The 
challenge to a good real estate professional 
is not how many homes you can show but 
aetting 10 the beal1 of your customers' 
needs to help them make decisions that 
wiU affect their lives over the next 
decades. Our education and experience 
allows U5 to help them plan for their chil­
dren, parents, employment and invest· 
ments. We wear 11lot of hats." 

Rosalyn Kriener, education coordinator 
for the National Association of Realtors, 
says professionals slay current with ongo­
ina education. ''There are a variety of con· 
tinuing education programs available to 
real eswe professionals, depending upon 
their state's requirements for licence main­
tenance and renewal.'' 
• Coatnlcllonmenagement 

Building, one of the world 's oldest 
industries, still brings jobs. 

Construction munagement graduates 
often get multiple job offers, says Dennis 
F. McCahilL. civil engineering professor at 
the Catholic University of America and 
heed of the school's con!.truction manage­
ment program. 

1be construction manager is likely to be 
dealing with all phases of building - from 
estimating cost to tracking job progress 
and managing employees. 

"Majoring in civil engineering with a 
construction management concentr:ltion is 
a &ood combination.'' says Maria Gabriela 
Madrigal of Naples, Fla.. a recent CUA 
graduate who's had several job offers to 
choose from. "You have a lot of options. 
You learn about dellign and how to com­
municate with many kinds of people, from 
architects and road crews to environment 
safety inspectors.'' 

Changes in the rea l estate market 
make home sales an emerging career J 
field, an expert says. 

• Customer service 
Demand for customer service represen· 

uuives will make it one of the fastest grow­
ing career opponunities for the years 
ahead, says Jon Anton, professor in Purdue 
University's depanment of consumer sci­
ences and retailing. 

That's because companies are focusing 
on cuMomer satisfaction more than ever 
before, he says. 

"We are seeing corporate officials with 
the job title, 'vice president for customer 
satisfaction.' This was vinually urtheard of 
five years ago.'' says Anton. executive 
director of the university's Center for 
Customer-Driven Quality. The center 
train~ customer service representatives, 
stressing education, research and service. 
Richard Feinberg, depanmem head, says 
the Purdue program is the only one in the 
nation geared for careers in this field. It 
includes hands-on experience, with stu­
dents working with renl corporate clients 
and their customers 

Representatives · .. y manage call-cen­
ters, handling everything from customer 
information requests to complaints. Anton 
says the process helps companies get to 
know their customers better. "That knowl­
edge will assist companies in developing 
new and improved products for 1111 of us. '' 
• Relief work 

Perhaps news pictures of suffering peo­
ple in places like Rwanda might move you 
to go there and help for a few weeks. 

But there is demand for skilled profres­
sionals to work in the field permanently, 
according the CARE, one of the world's 
best-known relief organizations. 

People interested in long-term solutions 
usually work in organizations in rotating 

Curriculum. 

assignments between headquanen and 
overseus positions, CARE ~ays. Staff lev­
els would include directors of cowury mis­
sions, project managers with both office 
and field duties, and full -time field worlc-
er~. 

CARE says in moM cases quaJifiCd peo­
ple will have a master's dcg:ee, foreign 
language and five or \ix y~· experience 
in a developing country. Technical and 
management skills are a plus, a.~ i5 special· 
ty experience in public health. agriculture, 
forestry, water engineering, small busi­
ness, AIDS education, and family plan· 
ning. Knowledge of warehousing, trans· 
pon logistics and refugee camp manage­
ment also is valuable for emergency work. 

Sllllt at small development organiza· 
tions, CARE advises. Or. if you can 
finance it, travel to the country where you 
want to work and apply directly to organi· 
zations there. Often country offices are 
more flexible in hiring- though pay can be 
lower. 
• Credit card marketers 

Despite a soft economy, demand for 
credit card marketing speciali5ts ha~ con­
tinued to be strong, even doubling over the 
past year, says Howard Bratches, a partner 
with New York City search firm 
Thorndike Deland Associates. 

"A scramble is underway with non­
bank newcomers creating upheaval with 
heavily marketed affinity and co-hranded 
cards," he says, "And the banks are slt\lg­
gling to hold onto market share by elimi­
nating annual fees and lower mtercst rates 
- in effect reducing profits and fueling 
even fiercer competition. • • 

These days banks don't just evaduate 
applications and study con~umer spending 
habits, says Bratches. "Instead they try to 
get inside the heads of their customers, 
create an identity and build added value 
for their services.'' AU players in the com­
petition are looldng for candidates who are 
strategic thinkers, Bratches says. lbey 
may come from consumer packaged 
goods, direct mail or research firms. "In a 
sense, credit card specialists are more mar­
keters than bankers. Some of the best start· 
ed their careers with companies such as 
Colgate, General Foods and Procter & 
Gamble." 
• Technology 

The most promising careers in technol­
ogy. as rated by the Rochester lm;titut.e of 
Technology, include: 

• lnrormation technoiOI)'. Designers, 
builders and maintainers of computer sys­
tems, infonnation technologists aim at 
workable relationships beiween people and 

• 

-Joyful Discovery .~ .. 

Community. & 
Cultural diversity 

help make the 

Elementary Workshop 

a Montessori school 

where 3-12 year olds 

love to learn. 

Sunday 
february 26 

~~m~mgbl{, 
Open House 

1-4· p.m. 
>Chddren 'w'elcomel 

502 Pine Street • Wilmington, DE 19801 

The Learning Station 
Source of educational materials 

~'or teachers, parents, and children 
I The Learning Station, a par­
ent-teacher store located in the 
Newark Shopping Center on 

l'Main Street, is many things to 

1rnany people. 
, To a teacher, it is a source of 

~ ~deas for motivating thei r stu­
(Jents, and a source of materials 
to he lp in teaching a ll grades 
:from preschool through high 
.school. G radebooks, resource 
books, manipulatives that help 
students master concepts, and 
decorations for the c lassroom 
walls are just a few of the many 
aida available. 

To a parent, it can provide 
learning tools for any child, 

The Learning Station 
313 Newark 

Shopping Center 
Main St., Newark, DE 
(302) 737-4117 

from those beginning readers 
who are just discovering the 
magic world of books to high 
school students staning algebra 
who need some exq-a work in a 
new subject. 

To a child, it is a small won­
derland with puzzles, puppets, 
games, Brio trains, Playmobil 
castJes, and wonderful books. 

The Learning Station would 
like to help you make learning 
an enjoyable and lifelong expe­
rience. 

• • 

Elementary Workshop's 
Montessori Toddler Program 

I I 

' .. 
"• 
. ' 

Toddlers are an absolute joy to 
behold. Their Life is one of investi­
gation and discovery. Learning is 
self-initiated and it is impossible to 
hold them back as they investigate 
firsthand anything and everything 
within reach and beyond. 
Montessori Parent-Toddler pro­
grams are designed to build on this 
natural curiosity and 10 help devel­
op concentration, orderliness, inde­
pendence and self-discipline. 

In the Montessori Parent­
Toddler Program, parents work 
with their toddler in the classroom 
using Montessori and other age 
appropriate materials. The toddler 

For Information 
Montessori 
Parent-Toddler Program 
Elementary Workshop 
(302) 656-1498 

explores and tries new· challenges in 
an orderly, home-like environment 
and the parent is able 10 observe as 
their toddler masters skills such as 
polishing a mirror, matching color 
tablets. pouring, and sorting. They 
are able to share their toddler's 
excitement at being able to "Do it 
myself." 

A parent orientation before the 
ftrst class introduces the MontessOri 
philosophy and teaches parents hOw 
to work with their toddler usirit' 
MonteSsori learning materials. The. 
class size is small, limited to 10 
children and one parent per chil~l. 
Registration is on a ftrst come, f!Gl 
serve basis. Classes meet for oni 
hour on six consecutive Saturday 
mornings. Winter/Spring sessio~ 
are as follows: Session 1, January 
28 to March 4; Session 2, March 25 
to April 29. To find out more about 
the Montessori Parent-Toddler 
Program call the Elementary 
Worltshop at 656-1498. 

Attention: Tet1cller1 11ni Ptlrent1 

Mttlte lettrnlng Fun 
For Clliliren of 1111 tlfel ,re·1clloolto fttlie 12 

VIsit 

71/l Ul/111/llfJ STIT/fl 
313 NEWARK SHOPPING CENTER 

Main Street, Newark, Delaware 

(302) 737-4117 
A great resource for teacher's supplies 

• Gift Certificates • Children's Books 
• Puzzles & Games & Science Kits 

• Rubber Stamps • Books • Cassette Tapes 
• Charts & Posters • Stickers 

and much more 

' I 
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of Elkton 

Child Care Learning Center * Planned Group and Individual Activities 
"k AM/PM Snacks 
* Year Round Care 

-k Full Lunches * Field Trips * Professional Caring Staff * Computer Learning Program • * Foreign Language Program * MD Accredited Kindergarten Program 

100 Kiddie Lane 
Upper Chesapeake 
Corporate Center 

Route 40, Elkton, MD 
(Near MD-DE State Line) I (410) 398-1110 

Cecil Community College 
begins weekend, program 

•: 

I • • • 

Get credit for your weekends! 
Beginning in J anuary, Cecil Community 

College will offer a Weekend College pro­
gr am which will allow students to earn a 
two-year degree in two years by attending 
CCC only on Friday evenings and 
Saturdays. 

Weekend College consists of four 10-week 
sessions and one 5-week session per year. 
Courses will be offered on Friday evenings 
from 6 to 10 p.m., Saturday mornings from 8 
a.m. to noon, a nd Saturday afternoons from 
1 to 5 p.m. 

to r egu lar semester students, including 
tutoring ser vices, use of the library, the 
bookstore, student activities, tu toring a nd 
lab time, academic advising, and the use of 
the P hysical Education Building. In addi­
tion, Weekend College students a re eligible 
for financial aid and deferred tuit ion pay­
ment. 

A student taking a full load will earn nine 
credits per session . 

Students completing the program will 
earn a two-year degree in General Studies 
which will be t ransferrable to a four-year 
university or college. ln addition , pre-LPN 
or RN students will be able to complete their 
prer equisite course work by attend ing 
Weekend College. 

Students attending CCC's Weekend 
College a re eligible for all services available 

"Tbe concept for Weekend College comes 
directly from the community," said Tom 
Topping, Associate Dean of Arts & Sciences. 
"Community surveys ind icated t hat Cecil 
County residents need more flexible sched­
uling of classes in order to take advantage of 
the educational opportunities here." 

"We keep saying that we put the commu­
nity in College, and t his is just one of the 
ways we do it." 

To register for Weekend College, simply 
complete and submit a regular Application 
for Admission with the non-re fundable 
admiss ion fee . Contact Alan P h illips, 
Weekend College Coordinator, at 410-287-
1000 for more information or to register. 

FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ABLE AND AMBITIOUS 

The Tome· School 
OPEN HOUSE 

Do you want this kind of education for your children? 

• Classes of twenty or fewer 
• Intensive concentration on basic skills like reading, 

composition, and mathematics 
• Adequate teacher time for every child 
• Non-elective college preparatory program 
• Generous financial aid based on individual 

family income 
• Kindergarten through Grade Twelve 

Learn more about Tome on 

Sunday, February 5, 1995 
from 1 :00 to 4:00 p.m. 

581 MarylandAvenue 
North East, Maryland 21901 

(410) 287-2050 
Students of all races~ religions and ethnic origins are welcome. 

Welcome to the world 
of Kiddie Academy! 
Kiddie Academy i1 proud to offer parentl one 

ol the ftnelt child care learninc ayatema avail­
able. Kiddie AcademY Child Care Learninc C.n­
ten wwe eetabliabed in 1979. For over a decade 
Kiddie Academy hu developed l)'lteml offerinJ 
children an •vironment for learninc throueh 
daiJ;y educational pracrammine includinc So­
cial. Emotional. Phyaical, Coenitive and Lan­
guap Development. 

Kiddie Academy provide• a well-rounded cur­
riculum bued on a planned approach. Taucht by 
certified ataff', children learn throueh direct ex­
perience by manipulatinc objectl in a l timulat­
inc environment. The curriculum utilize• the 
creative ability of the child alone with teacher 
conveyance ot infonnation. Tocether with the 
teacher, the child belfn• to enhance 1elf-e1teem 
and aharea experience with under1tandinc and 
Iovin& care. 

To auiat you in thil moat important deci1ion 
and aelec:ting the belt child care for your child, 
we have outlined aome of the program• that 
were deaigned to offer the moat comprehen1ive 
curriculum available in child care: 

Pr.chool Procram: 
The mOlt exciting and memorable time of a 

child'• life il their fint achool experience. The 
rewarda oftheae experience• are provided in the 

1000 North East Road 
North East. MD 21901 

410-287-1000 
1-800-28-CECIL 

C E C I L 
COMMUNITY 
COL L EGE 

areu of Lancuace-Artl, lcifDc.lmath, cookinc, 
nature, creative arta, field tripa, muaic, intro. 
duction into readinc readine11, preachool becin­
ner claue1 in Spanilh and preiChool .computer 
clauea. Evaluation proerea1 reportl are per­
formed and diacuued with parent. on a reeular 
buia. The child'• pf'Oir8ll il monitored by the 
Kiddie Academy l)'ltem allowinc the parent to 
work with the teacher in detennining each 
child'• individual needl. 

Kinderprten ProJ11U1U 
The Kinderrarten curriculum place• empha­

eia on learninc experiencea devieed to meet the 
high intereat of children in thia qe croup. It en­
cou.ragea them to conltruct, move and interact 
with other children u well u their teachen. 
The curriculum incorporate. acience, Lancual• 
Artl, cooking, math and 2nd level computer and 
Spanish clauea. 

Summer Fun~ 
"Fun• abounch with the excitement of the 

aummer program including field tripe, art. and 
crafta, muaic, gymnu tica, water play and 10 
much more. The aummer fun programa are 
blended with additional learning curriculum to 
offer total fulfillment and il available to children 
through qe 12 . 

DEGREE PROGRAMS 
Art 
Biology 
Mathematics 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Business Adminislration (to lransfer) 
Accounting 
Banking 
Management 
Office Management 
Computer Wonnation Systems Specialist 
Elementary Education 
Emergency Medical Technology 
Secondary Education 
General Studies 
Industrial Electronics 
Law Enforcement & Corrections Technology 
Registered Nursing 
Professional Photography 

CERTDnCATE PROGRAMS 
Accounting 
Banking 
Computer Wormation Systems Specialist 
Electronics 
Robotics 
Law Enforcement & Corrections Technology 
Professional Pbotography 
Basic Photography 
Photography Lab 
Portfolio Production 

II Is lhe policy of Cedi Community College not to dleftmlnate egalntt eny 
lndvlduel by I'H80II of ~. color, .... merllel alaiUs, cltlzenahlp, natlonel 
or elhnlc ollgln, ega, relglon or dlsebiUty. Pleue refer lo lhe College 
cealogue for lhe complete and delalled Non-Diaenmlnatlon Slalement. 

Studio Photography 
Video Technology 
Sanitary Tec.hnology- Water 
Sanitary Technology - Wastewater 

Tome School tuition 
may be a pleasant surprise 
An open letter to the parents 
of today's college bound students 

Is your chi ld in middle school or high 
school? Are you concerned about preparation 
for college? Your child begins to prepare for 
college in middle school years when a well-bal­
anced educational foundation is developed and 
study habits are formed. The education your 
child receives during Lhese years is critical to 
future success. The Tome School is an indepen­
dent college preparatory school with a limited 
enro llment in kindergarten through grade 
twelve. The curriculum is designed to meet the 
requirements of any college or university a :.tu­
dent may choose to attend. It gives Lhe colleges 
what tJ1cy want, especially proOclency in writ­
ing, hecause there Is a full -period course in 
composition every day in every grade from nfth 
through twelflh . Middle school students also 
have daily full -period classes In literature, 
gr:•mmar, mathematics, science, and socia l 
studies. 

You may have hoped to itend your chi ld to a 
school with small dait."t!S of fewer than twenty 
children, a disciplined environment, and a ded 
kation to academic :.kills, hu1 as.o,umcd that thl" 
COitt of tuition put it out of reach. The reallr. 
unu:.u;ll thing about Tome, for a rrivate 'i<:hon , 
b that it can offer th l!> kind of education m :1 
third o f the cost of 1-uhurhan independent 

schools, with generous additional reductions in 
fees for middle and lower-income families. 

The barrier to private education for many 
middle-income families is money. That is not a 
barrier at Tome. The controlling factors are 
strong interest and serious concern on the part 
of parents, and a high motivation for college on 
the part of Mudents. The limited number of 
places available in our small school will go to 
those who can demonstrate that they want 
what the school offers and expects. 

If this brief description of Tome interests 
you , please call the school and schedule an 
appointment to learn more about Tome. There 
Is no obligation. We are happy to spend time 
introducing you to the school. Your child's 
future is wo11h it. 

Sincerely, 
M. }a)'N Wrlgbl 
Director 

The Tome School 
S81 Maryland Ave. 

North East, Md. 21901 
(410) 287-2050 



Friends Schools influenced by William Penn 
By Liaa A. H. Darling 
Heod of 
Wilmington f'rumd• &llool 

Recently, we marked the 350th anniversary 
of the birth of William Penn. His contributions 
to the creation of Pennsylvania, Delaware and 
New Jersey make his birthday a particularly 
significant. event in this area. 

Penn was powerfully inspired by Quaker 
beliefs, which led to his commitment to religious 
toleration, civil liberty, limited government, 
participatory democracy, and non-violent reso· 
lution of conflicts. It was his utter devotion to 
these principles that explains his remarkable 
political and social legacy today. 

Of his many enduring contributions, ~iJliam 
'Penn's most powerful and enduring legacy may 
well be Quaker education, which he instituted 
.with the founding of Friends Public School, the 
-predecessor of our current. Friends schools. 
There are now 38 Friends schools in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware and 
they all draw their distinctive educational phi­
losophy from the same beliefs that so strongly 
motivated William Penn three centuries ago. 

Like Penn's philosophy, Friends schools begin 
with a profound respect for the "Inner Light" in 
each individual. Students are taught to value 
this spirit in themselves and in others, and they 
learn to listen to and draw upon this inner 
strength in all aspects of their lives. 

This founding philosophy has produced a 
unique blend of academic rigor, intellectual 
independence, and moral principle to Friends 
schools. In the spirit of Penn, teachers in 
Friends schools seek to instill in students a love 
of learning, a dedication to hard work and an 
appreciation of intellectual and social honesty. 
These schools strive to develop self confident, 
inquisitive students who have the courage to 
ask difficult questions and the insight to pro­
pose creative answers. 

Penn urged the teaching of the "useful parts 
of mathematics" and of studying "nature more 
in natural things." Today, Friends schools are 
recognized nationally for math and science edu­
cation, commitment to social awareness, com­
munity service programs, and interdisciplinary 
learning. Even more, they are recognized for 
providing context for learning based on rigor­
ous academics and principled thought. 

In the spirit of his vision, Friends schools 
continue to work to educate the minds, 
strengthen the bodies and cultivate the spirits 
of their students. 

Today, William Penn's influence can be seen 
in the education of countless students in the 
region and throughout the country. 

It is a proud tradition, and Wilmington 
Friends School, the thirteenth oldest indepen­
dent school in the nation, founded in 1748, is 
proud to be part of it. 

PROGRAMS IN EDUCATION 

Take the Next Step ... 

+ 
:\ssociatcs 

Early Childhood 
Education 
Bocltclors 

Elementary Education 

School Leadership & 
Instruction 

WILMINGTON Elementary & Sec~nda 
School Counsehng 

COLLEGE Elementary Education 

For More Information Call: Doctoral 
New Castle Dover GeorgetownEducationallnnovation 

328-9407 734-2594 856-5780 & Leadership 

Wilmington Christian School 
breaks ground on new 
elementary campus 
Scheduled 
to open 
ta/11995 

With nearly 60% of the 
$2.4 million dollar goal raised 
toward a new e lementary 
campus, Wilmington 
Christian School recently cel­
ebrated a groundbreaking 
service in their high school 
gymnasium located in 
Hockessin, Delaware. 

Several hundred families 
and friends of WCS attended 
the service. 'l'he proceedings 
included past and former 

7b date, over 700 fam­
ilies and friends of 
Wilmington Christian 
School have con­
tributed nearly $1.6 
million toward the new 
elementary campus, 
which will include a 
.gymnasium, two floors 

, of clauroomB and an 
elementary library. 

board members, student 
choirs , and cha ll en gi ng 
speakers. 

A culminating event was 
t he singing of that old, but 
relevant hymn, "Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness." 

Winifred Spence, Executive 
Director of the Delaware 
Christian Coalition and past 
state legislator, reemphasized 
the importance of private 
Christian schools in the state 
of Delaware. Sandy Outlar, 
Headmaster of Wilmington 
Christian School, summed it 

\\ II \II" ,II lllltl' II " -.,, IIDOI 
"/lut/,/111!.: ( )/1 \,dill' .. 

Breaking ground on the new Wilmington Chrlatlan School ele­
mentary campus In Hockeaaln are, from left: John Sylveater, 
Board Prealdent; Marilyn Stowell, Elementary Principal; Laura 
Bugbee, 5th Grader; E.J. Johnson, 4th grader; and Sandy 
Outler, Headmaster 

up best when he said, "What 
will make this building more Memorial contribu-
than a school will be the pres- tion can be made to: 
ence of God's Spirit turning 
the fact of education into a 
fervency of student lifestyle 
that will influence the com­
munity for good." 

To date, over 700 families 
and friends of Wilmington 
Christian School have con­
tributed nearly $1.5 million 
toward the new elementary 
campus, which will include a 
gymnasium, two floors of 
classrooms and an e lemen­
tary library. Completion of 
the project is scheduled for 
Fall of 1995. Wilmington 
Christian School's new ele­
mentary building is located 
on Loveville Road in 
Hockessin, Delaware. Other 
campuses are situated in 
Newark, Delaware and the 

Wilmington 
Christian School, 
c/o Wea Rowles, 
Director 
of Development, 
P. 0. Box 1150, 

Hockessin, DE 
19707. 

City of Wilmington. 
For more information con­

cerning this project, and/or, if 
you would like to make a 
memorial contribution, please 
contact Wilmington Christian 
School, c/o Wes Rowles, 
Director of Development, P. 0 . 
Box 1150, Hockessin, DE 
19707. 
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Independence. Principles. Rigor. 

~// ~ Good 

Newspaper 
Is Something 
You Never 
Outgrow! 

NEWARK POST. 

WILMINGTON 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

You're invited 
to a 

Prospective Parent 
Open House 

March 21st, 1995 

9AM- 11 AM 
9AM- 11 AM 
9 AM- 11 AM 

All three Campuses 

2414 Pennsylvania Ave., Wilm. DE (K-6) 
825 Loveville Rd., Hockessin (7-12} 
308 Possum Park Rd., Newark, DE (K-6) 

If you have any questions, please call the school at 

302-239-3222 

'• 
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OPEN HOUSES 
(9:00a.m.) 

February 7 Montessori 
February 9 Kindergarten 

TESTING 
February 11 Grades 1-8 
February 25 Montessori 
February 26 Kindergarten 

ll06 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

302-658-7158 

Every student challenged 
at Good She herd 

Good Shepherd Catholic 
School, located in Perryville, is 
coeducational and fully 
accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges 
and Schools . It admits stu­
dents of aJI faiths and any race 
in its ali-day kindergarten pro­
gram, and grades 1 through 8. 
With small classes and dedi­
cated, caring teachers who are 
kept up-to-date in their profes­
sional fields, every student is 
challenged and encouraged to 
work to the very best of his or 
her ability. 

The happy, nurturing envi­
ronment enhances each s tu­
dent's desire to wonde r , 
explore, research and discover. 
Family and Christian values 
are reinforced in all areas and 
levels of learning. The students 
at Good She phe rd School 
become self-disciplined and 
aware of their r e lationhips 
with, and their responsibilities 
to, one another, their family , 

One of the many service-oriented projects at Good Shepherd 
was the recent Student Council Rwanda relief benefit. 

school, community, nation, and 
the world. 

Good Shepherd Catholic 
School offers an After-School 
Care P rogram, cocurricular 
activities, and classes in 
Mus ic, Art, and Physical 
Education. There are comput­
ers in the classrooms and an 
instrumental music program is 
available. Additionally, the 

school has an active volunteer 
network, and parent involve­
ment in the education of their 
children is strongly e ncour­
aged. 

For further information 
about Good Shepherd Catholic 
School , you may vis it the 
school at 810 Aiken Avenue or 
call the school office at (410) 
642-6265. 

DIVISION OF CONTIN UINC EDUCAT ION 

Cert ificate programs offer a practical, concentrated study of il specific 
professional area. Completion of a University of Delaware certifica te can help 
you ... 

Tho Univ.,.lty o( 
Oelaw11e Is an Equal 

Opportunity UnlvOfllty. 

.t enter a career 

.t change careers 

.t explore a new field 

.t gain credentials to advance In your job 

.t acquire practical new skil ls and knowledge 

The Univers ity of Delaware currently offers certificates in the following areas: 

• Business and Technical 
Writing 

• Certified Employee Benefit 
Specialist 

• Computer Applica tions 

• Environmental Stud ies 

• Graphic Design and 
Production 

• Legal ASSIStant 

• Nonprofit Management 

• Nursing Administration 

• Real Estate Appraisal 

• Supervision and Leadership 

• Total Qua lity Management 

• Training and Employee 
Development 

• Women's Stud ies 

Just clip and mail the attached coupon for free Information on any of 
the Universi ty of Delaware's Certificate Programs. 

Or call 302/831-2746 

For your free information on certificate programs, complete this coupon and mail it to the 
Division of Continuing Education, 209 John M. Clayton Hall, Newark, DE 19716 

Name ________________ _ _____________ ____ 

Addre~ ------------------------------------------------------
City ----------------------------------------------- State ___ Zip --------
Da~imephone _______________________________ _ 

I am Interested in the ----------------------- certificate. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Ursuline Academy 
dedicates Rollins 
Fine Arts Center 

On Sunday, October 16, 1994, Urs uline 
Academy dedicated the long-awaited Rollins 
Fine Arts Center. The Center, located in the 
newly renovated Convent, was named for 
John and Michele Rollins whose generosity of 
t ime, ta lent and treasu re to Ursul in e 
Academy has been substantial. 

Ursuline Academy is grateful to 
all who contributed to the 
Campaig n For Ursuline and w e 
look forward to our second century 

The Fine Arts Center has provided much 
needed space for the Academy. The class-

rooms, available to the entire student body, 
include space for music, visual arts, dramat­
ics, dance and band. 

By creating classroom space dedicated to 
the fine arts, the Academy solved the proble~ 
of interruptions of the music and drama class­
es. Additionally, moving the visual arts class­
es to the Center has enabled greater freedom 
for the Academy in scheduling other course­
work. This has helped in every area of the 
curricu lum, as new electives can now be 
offered in the space previously used by the art 
classes. 

Ursuline Academy is grateful to all who 
contributed to the Campaign For Ursuline 
and we look forward to our second century of 
excellence in education. 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

810 Aiken Avenue 
Perryville, MD 21903 

410-642-6265 

0 1~. NCI!AJUSCC. 

University of Delaware 
Certificate Programs 
help enter, change careers 

Entering or changing careers can be diffi­
cult in today's competitive business climate. 

It is hard to get around the familiar "catch-
22" of needing experience to get the right job, 
but not being able to get the experience with­
out the job. Educational credentials can help 
overcome the hurdle. 

Continuing Education at the University of 
Delaware offers a variety of programs which 
enhance professional credentials and facili­
tate career change. Certificate Programs offer 
practical, concentrated study of a professional 
area. 

Upon successful completion of a series of 
sequential professional development courses, 
a University of Delaware certificate is award­
ed. Some certificates, such as Business a nd 
Technical Writ ing, Women's Studies, and 
Nursing Administration, a lso include credit 
courses. 

Certificates are designed for the adul t who 

Certificates are designed for the 
adult who is already working, and 
can be completed in a relatively 
short time on a part-time basis in 
th e evening. Certificate programs 
currently available are: 

Business and Technical Writing, 
Certified Employee 

Benefit Specialist, 
Computer Applications, 
Environmental Studies, 
Graphic Design and Production, 
Legal Assistant, 
Nonprofit Management, 
Nursing Administration, 
Supervision and Leadership, 
Total Quality Management, 

Trainingand.Employee 
Development, 

Women's Studies. 

Applications, Environmental Studies, 
Graphic Design and Production, Legal 
Assistant, Nonprofit Management, Nursing 
Administration, Supervision and Leadership, 
Total Quality Management, Training and 
Emp loyee Development, and Women's 
Studies. 

Completion of a bachelor's degree is also a 

Degrees can now be completed 
through part-time evening study. 
Course available are: 

Accounting, 
Chemistry, 
Computer and information 

sciences, 
Criminal justice, 
Engineering technology, 
English, 
History, 
Human resources ­

interdisciplinary studies, 
Nursing for RNs, 
Psychology, 
Sociology, 
Women's studies. 

useful tool for choosing and changing careers 
or gaining credentials. Many adults are now 
returning to college to complete degrees they 
started years ago, to get second bachelor's 
degrees in different fields, or to begin study in 
their chosen areas. 

I 
I 1 is already working, and can be completed in a 
: relatively short time on a part-time basis in 
: the evening. Classes are offered primarily in 
: Wilmington, but. some are a lso available in 
1 Newark . The programs currently availa ble ! are Business and Technical Writing, Certified 
I Employee Benefit. Specialist, Computer 

Degrees can now be completed through 
part-time evening study in accounting, chem­
istry, compute r and information sciences, 
criminal jus tice, engineering technology, 
English, history, human resources - interdis­
ciplinary studies, nursing for RNa, psycholo­
gy, sociology, and women's studies. Degrees 
can be completed in Southern Delaware in 
genera l agriculture, engineering technology, 
criminal justice, liberal studies, and nursing 
for RNs. 

I 

For more information on certificate 
programs or part-time degrees, tele ­
phone Continuing Education at the 
Univenity of Delaware at 302-831-2748. 

NP 
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School testing explosion hits 
By Good Housekeeping 

American schools have ex perienced an 
explosion of test-taking over the last decade ­
which brings out the best in some children 
but not in others. 

The National Education Association esti­
mates that schools spend $700 to $900 million 
a year on testing, Gay Norton Edelman wrote 
in an article in the current issue of Good 
Housekeeping. 

A certain amount of testing is necessary 
and inevitable , according to Janina 
Bempechat, an assistant professor at Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. 
· "It's human nature to want to know how we 
compare to others," she said. 

Schools use test to find out what children 
know and what they need to learn . Test 
results also channel some children into spe­
cial programs. Classroom tests are usually 
prepared by teachers and administered at 
their discretion. Standardized tests, such as 
the Iowa Test of Basic Skills or the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test, are purchased from companies 
and serve large groups of students at various 
levels. 

"For a child, tests are a way to mark the 
milestones in the learning process." said Jan 
Ditton , a 5th grade teacher in Colorado 

Springs, Colo. 
How children deal with tests - and grades 

- depends on Individual temperament, class· 
room environment and parental reactions. 
Some children are motivated by testing; oth­
ers are nol. 

"Children who are concerned about their 
abilities are less able to focus on learning 
itself," Bempechat said. "By the end of the 
first grade," he continued, "when testing ordi· 
narily begins on a regular basis, kids can 
start to lose enthusiasm for learning." 

She said testing is only one of many ways 
to assess progresP, adding: "in classrooms 
where cooperation is stressed over competi· 
tion, kids don't worry so much about who is 
the best and who isn't." 

There are both good and bad uses of tests. 
"The most damaging use of tests is when 

test scores are given too much weight," said 
Nancy Cole, president of Educational Testing 
Service in Princeton, N.J. "The school should 
not use lower scores as a limiting device or as 
a reason to give up on a child. Test results are 
not fixed; they can change through work at 
school and at home." 

A child may have been emotionally unpre­
pared or find test -taking physically over­
whelming. 

Salesianum School 
1801 NORTH BROOM STREET 

OPEN HOUSE 
FOR 6TH, 7TH & 8TH GRADE STUDENTS 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 199S AT 1:00 P.M. 

ENTRANCE EXAM FOR 8TH GRADE STUDENTS 
SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 199S AT 8: IS A.M. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL (302) 654-2495. 

A 91 YEAR TRADITION OF EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 

Keeping up with 
changes to the SAT 
Huntington Learning Center SAT course 
-helps students focus on weak areas 

Within the past year, several changes 
.have been made to the SAT exam, which 
.was last modified in 1974. Revised by the 
College Board and Educational Testing 
Services, the new SAT is now divided into 
two parts, the SAT-I: Reasoning Test (for­
merly just the "SAT") and the SAT-II 
Subject Tests (formerly "Achievement 
Tests"). 

The SAT-I includes 
the following features 

• Antonyms have been 
dropped from the verbal section 
and comprehension passages will 
be longer to measure critical 
reading skills. 

• The math section will now 
Include free-response " grid-In" 

· . problems, In addition to problems 
I I requiring multiple choice 

answers, and will stress problem­
solving skills. 

' . 

• The use of calculators will be 
allowed for the first time. 

• Students wlll have more time 
to answer questions - approxi­
mately 15 minutes for the math 

I section and 15-30 minutes for the 
· verbal section. 

According to Dr. Raymond Huntington, 
founder an d president of the Huntington 
Exam P rep Center, "The SAT exam has 
been modified to reflect what Huntington 
has a lways stressed - strong basic skills 

and the ability to apply them in different 
situations." 

In addition, the College Board 
announced that it will be implementing 

At present, the average score 
for the verbal is 424 while the 
average math score is 
478 .... .Any change in the scale 
will likely cause college admis­
sions officers to raise their cut­
off numbers. 

the SAT's fi rst scoring realignment in half 
a century. The recalibrated scale was 
used for the first time in October 1994 
with the PSAT, and will be used with the 
SAT-I and II tests, to be given in April 
1995. 

At present, the average score for the 
ver bal is 424 whil e t h e average math 
score is 4 78. Th e average score for both 
will move to 500, shifting up a curve that 
h as pitched towards the lower end of the 
scale during the last two decades. Any 
change in the scale will likely cause col­
lege admissions officers to raise their cut­
otT numbers. 

While there is no "easy fix" to cram for 
the SAT, there are many different ways to 
h elp prepare for t h e exam. Since 1977, 
the Huntington Exam P rep Center h as 
helped tens of thousands of students pre­
pare for the SAT exam. 

A Huntington SAT prep course helps a 
student to focus on weak subject areas, 
learn how to improve their score through 
testing strategies, and gives th em confi­
dence to do their best on the SAT. 

Like any other academic test, the bet­
ter you s tudy and prepare for t he SAT, 
the better you will dol 

The UD Community Music School has three levels of 
teaching faculty, Junior, Professional, and Artist to 
provide high quality music instruction to students from 
t 8 months to 81 years! 

I 
' , • , 

Classes Include: 
• 
• 
• 

Kindermusik Classes 

String Ensembles 

Small Jazz Ensemble 

• Elementary Music Workshop 

• Theory Class 
• Beginning Band 

* Beginning Instrumental Instruction 

Private Instruction on all Instruments 

SUMMER MUSIC CAMPS INCLUDE: 
High School Wind Ensemble Camp 

High School Vocal Camp 
Keyboards for Kids 

For registration information and a detailed brochure 
call the UD Department of Music 

T~IVERSnYoF 
V,ElAWARE 

COMMUNITY 
MUSIC SCHOOL 

lll! l!ll!llllll!!llllllll llll 302-83 t .. 2577 

A Salesianum education 
has firm roots in values 

Salesianum School has been educating young 
men from our four state area since 1903. During 
its 91 year history, the school has gajoed a repu­
tation of educational excellence and for an alumni 
which ha.s made major contributions to our local, 
regional and national communities. 

As principal of Salesianum, I am asked the 
same question by virtually every parent consider­
ing Salesianum School for their sons. Asked in 
many different ways, the essential question may 
be summarized as follows, "tell me about what 
sets Salesianum apart, about the values which 
are central to the school, and about the concepts 
and ideas on which your programs are based." 

I would like to take this opportunity to share 
with you in written fonn my answer to that q.ues­
tion. It is best proclaimed by the Salesianum 
Philosophy. 

Salesianum is an independent, four year, sec­
ondary school for qualified students who desire to 
receive ~ education under Catholic auspices. The 
spirit of Jesus Christ, as exemplified by St. 
Francis de Sales, and the school motto Tenui Nee 
Dimattam (I have taken hold and will not let go) 
are the guiding influences in all areas of the 
school as well as its dedicated staff of Oblates of 
St. Francis de Sales and lay people. 

While reaffirming the primary role of parents 

SAT 

in education. Salesianum st~Cli as 11:-1 function the 
education of young penplt: to n•ach their full 
potenti al in mind , bod) and spirit. The 
Salesianum spirit, Live Je·ws, is carried ou~ 
through the virtues of charily and gentleness 
respecting the unique personality of the individ­
ual. Moral principles and values form the founda­
tion on which all subjecl.;; are taught and all activ­
ities take place. 

Salesian urn admits those :;tudcnls who are able 
to take advantage of the programs it offers an4 
who are willing to acc:t;pt their rt>sponsibihties BB 

members of the school communit.>. The school will 
cooperate with students in idt>ntifymg their par­
ticular t.alcnt.s ond needs and wtll cndt'avor to pre· 
pare each student to achieve hi:. full potential. 

Salcsionum continually seeks to 1mprove and 
to adopt in a changing world. By these efforts. 
Sa lcsianum strives to ach1eve excellence ih 
preparing students to mf:et the t·hallengt•s of liv­
ing a Christian life. 

While a Catholic school, Solusia nurn admits 
students of all faiths. If this value-based approach 
to the education of young men appeals to you, we 
would be delighted to discu:;s all aspects of 
Salesianum. 

Please give us a call at 302-654-2495, or join us 
for an Open House on Fehruary 26 al l:OO p.m. 

ARE YOU PREPARED 
FOR THE NEW SAT? 

• 34-hour course featuring the highly acclaimed Huntington SAT Stratcg) 
• Certified teacher!!, small classes, personal auention 
• Special cour!;e materials plus 7 practice SAT exams and detailed analy!>cs 
• Unconditional guarantee: If you are not satisfied with your score for any 

reason, you can take another scheduled course free of charge! 
• Scheduled course starts soon. rndividual tutoring abo avnilahlc 
• Build test-taking skills and reduce test anxiety 

CALL TODAY! 
737-1050 

Newark 
Drummond Office Plaza 

THE HUNTINGTON EXAM PREP CENTER"1 

A DIVI\Ion of THE HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTFR 
() 191)3. Huntin¥ton Lcammg Center\, Inc lndcJl(ndcntl) 0\\ncJ ,1, OJX'r·•••·d 
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Newark Center for Creative 
~ Learning unique alternative 

In 1971 a group of parents seeking an alt.er­
Jlative to the existing educational institutions 
founded the Newark Center for Creative 
Learning. A small school, serving 90 students 
\lges 5 - 14, N.C.C.L. provides a unique alterna­
tive to the traditional education. With an aver­
age of eleven children per clsss, N.C.C.L. is able 
l.o operate less like a formal institution and 
)nore like a large family. 

Children at N.C.C.L. are very active learners. 
lfhey learn about other countr ies, for instance, 
by making maps, seeing slides, cooking native 
foods, learning foreign songs, or role-playing as 
international leaders. They delve into history, 
recreating the Lives of children in early America, 
explore nature by dissecting fetal pigs, use 
microscopes to examine spore cases in mold, 
make models of the solar system and spend an 
overnight trip to view the stars through a tele­
scope. By using children's own curiosity, they 
integrate rote skills with their own interests. 

Thanks to a capital campaign enthusisstical­
ly supported by past and present N.C.C.L. fami­
lies, the Newark community; and generous 
grants from the Crystal Trust, the Welfare 
Foundation, the Marmot Foundation and the 
Longwood Foundation, N .C.C.L. has added a 
science lab, a new library and a multi-purpose 
room. 

THE 

N.C.C.L. 's learning environment enhances c,. 
atlvlty 

Location: 
401 Phillips Avenue 
Newark, Del. 

For Information, write: 
NCCL 

401 Phillips Avenue 
Newark, DE 19711 

Call: (302) 368-7772 

COLLEGE 
SCHOOL 

C»-=-E: IN ... C» .. s; E: 
sun. -=eb. 5 - 2:00 IPIVI 

A Unique Alternative Educational Program 
for Children Who Are Experiencing Learning Difficulties 

• Caring, supportive environment • Computer based instruction 
• Small class sizes • Ages 6-13 

University of Delaware 
130 Willard Hall • Newark, DE 

(302) 831-1097 

CHRISTINA 
~ ADULT PROGRAMS 

Your Source for Adult Education 
Programs Available Include: 

• Groves High School Diploma for Adults 
• Groves Alternative Program for Youth 
• GED Preparation and Testing 
• Skills Enhancement at Worl< Sites 
• Basic Skills In Reading, Writing, Math 
• Basic Skills for Deaf/Blind Adults 
• English as a Second Language 
• Even Start Family Uteracy Education 

• Adult Education for Homeless Persons 
• Adult Non-Credit Continuing Education 
Classesln . 
Personal Development and Work Skills 
Computer Uteracy and Software Instruction 
Family and Personal Management 
General Interest Topics, Languages, Arts, 
Crafts, Music, Dance and Exercise 

LEARNING IS FOREVER, the Christina Adult Programs Spring, 1995 Catalog With course descriptions, 
dates and times Is out and has been distributed to all households in the Christina and Colonial School 
Districts. Others may pick up a copy at the Newark Free Ubrary or any Christina School or call 454-2494 for 
a copy to be mailed. 

The JAMES H. GROVES ADULT HIGH SCHOOL, NEWARK CENTER second semester registration Is In 
progress In the evening at Newark and William Penn High Schools where classes Will be held. (See our ad 
In this week's POST lor more Information). 

Christina Adult Programs can customize a skills enhancement program for employees on-site which 
emphasizes reading, writlng, communication, and mathematics skills identified for present work station 
needs and future responsibilities. 

For more information about all ol the Christina Adult Programs, call the Christina Adult Education Office at 
454-2251 x 221 during business hours. 

-Christina School District 
offers many programs for adults 

Christina Adult Programs reach more than 
3,500 participants each year throughout northern 
New Castle County and nearby areas. 

Diploma Program - The James H. Groves 
Adult High School helps adults and out-of-school 
youth 16 and older complet.e a regular Delaware 
high school diploma. Groves is accredited. 

The program is located in the Newark High and 
William Penn High school buildings w1th late 
afternoon and evening classes Mondays through 
Thursdays. Each class meets twice a week with 
credit each semester. Child care is available at 
~ewark. 

The flexible program serves persons who have 
work! home and family responsibilities. Past 
,schoo credit's count, as can documented teaming 
JlUCh as job, military or other training. Groves is a 
,11tate-wide school with other Groves centers and 
'Sites in New Castle County and down sUite. 
: Groves Alternative Prop-am - Participating 
~n-achool "at-risk" students are recommended by 
·their Khools. These studenta are ofWn behind in 
credjt.s, must work or have other needs that make 
traditional school difficult. The student. takes one 
-or more classes m lhe day school and clas8C8 in the 
~at.e an.emoon or evening at Groves lo eam the 
:day school :.~!rna. 
• Butc 8 and Literacy ~IUIUI 
; - Adult Baale Skllla of reading, wriling and 

math are taught in small individualized classes. 
Students are non-readers to near high school level. 
One class is interpreted in sign language for deaf 
or deaf/blind adults. 

English as a Second LanguaJe is taught 
each evening for adults and youth 16 and older. 
The beginning level is oral and basic English 
while the intermediate level is oral and written 
English. Students attend two nights a week. 

The family is the learning unit of The Even 
Start Family Learning Prop-am. Eligible par­
ent..'! have skills below high school completion and 
their young children. Parents and children join in 
workshops to develop skills. Even Sttlrt includes 
adult education, parenting education, early child­
hood education and parent and child together 
experiences. Tho Newark Even Start site serves 
families of Groves, Basic Skills, and ESL students. 

Other Programe include GED preparation 
and testing, workplace education skills enhance­
ment, and non-credit adult continuing education 
classes. 

Contacting Chris tina Adult Pr-otrrama 
Persons may contact Christina Adult Programs 

at Christina School District, 83 East Main Street, 
Newark, DE 19711 or call (302) 464-2000 11221 or 
454-2494 between 8 and 4 weekday. and 464-2329 
evenings. 

NEWARK CENTER FOR 

NCCL 
A school 
for children 
5-14 

CREATIVE LEARNING 

OUR PHILOSOPHY is to nuture a child's. sense of wonder 
and joy of learning. · 

OUR ENVIRONMENT respects individual learning styles 
with a student ratio of 11 to 1. 

OUR TEACHERS match knowledge with enthusiasm. 

OuR STUDEI'ITS come to school eagerly and leave with 
confidence and pride in their abilities. 

We invite you to come experience 
th.e NCCL difference. 

While we do have a waiting list, we welcome you and your child to come visit 
during school hours. 

We welcome students of any race, color, relfglon, sex and national oretbnlc orlgiPJ. 
Financial aid and extePJded care are available. 

401 Phillips Avenue, Newark, DE 19711 

U of D College School offers alternative 
for children with learning difficulties 

The College School, located in the College of 
Education at the University of Delaware, offers a 
unique alternative educational program for chil­
dren who have learning difficulties. The College· 
School believes that children flourish in a warm 
and supportive instructional environment. The 
school's programs attempt to narrow the gap 
between a child's potential and achievement, and 
thus enable children to return to more traditional 
school settings. Our curriculum and activities are 
designed for children with learning disabilities, 
attention deficit disorders, and mild behavioral 
problems. We accept children beween 6 and 13 
years of age. 

The College School's teachers are certified in 
special education, and each classroom has both a 
teacher and an instructional aid. 

Small class sizes, with between 8 and 15 stu­
dents per two adults, enable us to work closely 
with each individual student to adjust activities 
and expectations to his or her needs. Our instruc­
tional program is built around state-of-the-art 
practices in education, and attempts to develop 
students' strengths while improving areas of aca­
demic weakness. The staff recognizes that self­
esteem is essential to academic progress, and aU 
our programs and activities attend to emotional, 
as well as academic goals, for each child. Small 
class sizes also enable us to maintain close con­
ttlct with students' families, and parents receive 

daily feedback about their child's performance. 
Children receive daily instruction in reading', 

mathematics, lan~age arts, science, and social 
studies. During specials" time each day, stu­
dents participate in art, athletics, health, and 
home economics. The College School ef\ioys access 
to the wealth of resources in and around the 
University of Delaware. All classrooms a re 
equipped with at least two computers, and our 
sta.ff is trained to integrate technology into aU 
subject areas. Education majors provide individ­
ual tutoring and small group instruction to stu­
dents on a regular basis, thus providing more • 
individualized instruction than would be possible 
in other school settings. University faculty, staff, 
and students provide additional expertise, ser­
vices, and assistance in each classroom. These 
resources help make The College School a unique 
educational experience for children with learning 
probl ems. By drawing on resources in the 
University community, we are able to keep our 
tuition costs to about half those of similar schools 
in the area. 

Parents are encouraged to call The College 
School for more information or an appointment. 
Our phone number is 302-831-1098. 

Be s ure to come to our open bouse on 
Sunday, February 5 at 2:00p.m. to .ee how 
unique we are. 

• • • 
BECOME A PADUA GRADUATE 

... like D1: Ca mle Bremuw .Hiller ("16). /lead t !f IIH' Bone .11 til TOll ' 

Tran~plmtl l 'nil ttl .folm~ 1/ofJkill.\ l "ni1 ·ersily .lletliutl Ceu/e1: 
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Our alumnae credit 

Padua's single-sex 
environment, Catholic 
values, cosmopolitan 
social structure, and 
challenging acade­
mics with leading 

them to satisfying 
life achievements. 

Become one of them 
by enrolling in 
Padua Academy 

tod~l 

.Padua 
ACADEMY 

905 North Broom Street • Wilmington, DE 19806 

(302) 421-3779 

Wbere st•gle-sex eductJito• for you•g WOifltll is sltll avalltJble. 



Why choose an 
independent school 

like Tower Hill? 
What is an independent school? member of NAJS. 

Independent schools are distinct from other 
private schools in that they are independently 
governed by a boa ,..! of trustees and do not 
depend for their Op~>t"ation on church funds as 
parochial schools do or on tax dollars as public 
schools do. Private or non -public a re two 
umbrella terms which generally apply to the 
whole universe of schools other than public 
schools including independent, parochial or reli­
gious, Montessori, and even for-profit schools. 

Each independent school has a particular 
mission defined by its board of trustees, and 
each school is accountable to the parents who 
enroll their children in school. Independent 
schools which belong to the National 
Association of Independent Schools (NAJS) are 
all accredited, non-profit, racially nondiscrimi­
natory organizations. Tower Hill School is a 

Why do parents choose an inde­
pendent school? 

Individual attention, small classes, and high 
academic standards are the reasons cited over 
and over again by families who choose an inde­
pendent school like Tower Hill. Parents want 
their children to be part of an educational com­
munity where there are high expectations of 
every student and where each person is known 
as an individual. 

How can I find out more about 
Tower Hill School? 

Call the Tower Hill Admissions Office today 
for an appointment (302) 657-8350. 

~===CARR FAMILY===~ 
1====-DENTISTKY===I 

Let our 
' family serve 

your family 
with quality 
dental care 

Standing from left: Sharon Moore, Christi HarTis. Chns Campbell, Melissa Bumett. 
Nancy Wdson, Usa Altland. Seated Dr. Brian H. Carr and Dr. Dennis P. Ca.rr 

120 E. Pulaski Hwy. 
Crossroads Shopping Center 

Elkton, MD 
PERSOML DMrAL CARE 

FOKALL AGES 
15 S. Parke St. 

Suite 100 
Aberdeen, MD 

(410) 398-2131 Hours By Appoinbnent (410) 272-2166 

Caravel Academy looks to future 
State-of-the-art computer network installed 

AB the 21st century approaches, Caravel 
Academy is taking giant steps to prepare its 
students to face the technological wonders 
that will prevail in the future workplace. In 
September, students in grades 8-12 were 
delighted to find the old computer lab at 
Caravel Academy, located in Bear, replaced 
by a state-of-the-art network of computers. 

The computer lab for students in grades 
one through seven received its face lift early 
in the new year. In conjunction with the new 
computer ands software in the library, these 
two new labs afford Caravel students a mul­
titude of learning and researching experi· 
ences available only through technology. 

Each computer lab is equipped with 
Leading Edge Win Pro 486D computers with 
Super VGA full color monitors. Each unit 
has a 3.5 inch floppy drive as well as a 260 
megabyte hard drive . Using Windows for 
Workgroups as the operating system, each 
lab is also equipped with a tower of four CD 
rom drives. Each student in a computer class 
works on his or her own station. 

The benefits of these new labs are immea­
surable," said Judith Conway, chairperson of 
Caravel's computer department. "From a 
research aspect, we have access now to so 
many different resources." 

•For example, we could load the Oxford 
dictionary, which has thousands of pages, or 
a multi-volume encyclopedia, from a CO and 
let 25 students use it at the same time. In 
addition, our word processing capabilities 
have increased dramatically in the realm of 
graphics and font choices." 

According to Mrs. Conway, the upgraded 
labs afford teachers the choice of thousands 
of software titles available on the market. '1 
can forsee biology students simulating a dis­
section of a shark on computer, English stu­
dents designing their own comic books and 

' newspapers, elementary students writing 
and animating their own stories," she said. 
Already senior English students are examin· 
ing details of Anglo-Saxon castles and arti-

. facts on the computer. 
Dorothy M. P eoples, president of the 

, Board of Education, explained the Board's 
investment in the two new labs. "The deci­
sion to purcha&e two new computer labs was 
based on our commitment to quality educa­
tion. We believe that our acquisition of the 
latest computer technology will help give our 
students the 'leading edge' in academics." 

Helping the school in its technological 
endeavors, last year's student body voted to 
donate the $3500 award it received for being 
the P rom Promise Grand Champions to 
upgrade the library's computer capabilities. 

Margaret Bedle, the school's librarian, is 
enthusiastic about the expanded research 
capabilities provided by computer technolo­
gy. 

"By modem, students can search the cata­
logs of the University of Delaware and the 
Wilmington Institute library," Mrs. Bedle 
said. "We a lso subscribe to a service that 
indexes over 400 magazines. Students can 
search by subject or key word, or call up an 
entire issue of a magazine from the CD. 
Students can read and print full texts of 
articles from 60 different magazines a nd • 
read abstracts from others." 

Since it is contained on a compact disc, 
teachers can take the magazine service to 
either computer lab and allow an entire 
class to use it at one time. Students are 
amazed at the ease with which they can now 
locate resource materials. "With the empha­
sis the school places on writing and 
research," said Mary Ann Love, Director of 
Instruction at Caravel, "students will find 
these tools invaluable . By taking the 
drudgery out of locating source materials, we 
allow students to concentrate on synthesiz­
ing, analyzing, and communicating informa­
tion." Mrs. Bedle concurred, pointing out 
that she has already heard comments from 
students about bow interesting research can 
be now that it isn't so time-consuming. 

P. Carl Rice, Headmaster of the school, 
echoed the enthusiasm of staff and students. 
"Everyone is really excited about our new 
computers and the possibilities they offer. 
All of our students from first through twelfth 
grade have classes in our Jabs. In addition to 
the computer class work, the new computers 
enhance research capabilities. One student 
was overheard saying how with the new 
computers researching for a paper can be 
fun. 

"Our upper school students are required 
to complete research papers, book reports, 
and other written reports that require 
research. A minimum of one research paper 
and two book reports are required during 
each marking period . Each s tudent is also 
required to write a minimum of one writing 
assignment per week in each academic class. 
The new computers should help with these 
a&signments. 

"ln addition, we are using the computers 
being replaced in classrooms throughout the 
school. This allows students to have even 
more access to computers during their acad­
emic work." 

In an era when technology changes and 
advances almost daily, Caravel students will 
not be left behind 
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At Tower Hill S~chool 
Applicationa 
DOW accepted 
for '95-'96 
school year. 

Admiaaiona: 
(302) 651-8350 

we're going places! 
Tower Hill School • 2813 West 17th Street • Wilmington, Delaware 19806 

Carr Family Dentistry 
urges continuing edu,:ation 

The doctors an d staff of Ca rr F ami ly 
Dentistry encourages everyone to continue their 
education. 

plays and athletic coiJ1,petitions to show your 
supporl for the school system. 

There are many opportunities offered by the 
high schools and colleges in Cecil and New 
Castle Counties to complete your education , 
learn a valuable skill, or expand your know­
ledge in a field of personal interest. Many pro­
grams offer tutoring and career counseling in 
various subjects for those who may need further 
help in deciding what field to enter. 

Adopt a classroom nnd donate supplies or 
your time by spending a few hours a week to 
help the students and teachers to make our 
community's schools e~tciting and challenging. 
places to learn and grow. · ~ 

Participate in the education of today's stur: 
dents and remember thnt tomorrow they will b&· 
your co-workers, future: teachers, doctors, and 

The doctors and sta ff of Carr Family 
Dentistry take advantage of the continuing edu­
cation course offered at the University of 
Maryland, Veterans Administration Hospital at 
Perry Point, Maryland State Denta l 
Association's Annual Convention as well as the 
American Dental Association's Annual 
Convention. Continuing education is a commit­
ment to furthering the excellence of our person­
al skills and ensuring that the highest level of 
dental care is offered to meet our patient's 
needs. 

Locally, schools are always in need of volun­
teers to help with special projects or events. 
Learn about the needs of your community's 
school to make it a better learning environment. 
Attend special events such as band concerts, 

community leaders. 

' 

"COLLEGE PREP~lRATORY'' 

2801 Del Lau'Js Road 
Bear, DE 1~9701 

SATURDAY, MARC1fl18 
SCHOLARSHIP TES~fiNG 

9A.M. 
OPEN HOUSE 1 P.:M. 

Now Accepting Applications 
for 1995-1996 School Year. 

Programs Available 
from 3 Year Old 

Through . 
Twelfth Grade 

For an appointment 
and a tour of our facilities 
please call Mr. George Glynn 

'J 
.I .. 
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ADMISSION TESTING 
1995-1996 

FOR GRADES TWO THROUGH EIGHT 

Saturday, FEBRUARY 4 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Please call the Admission Office for details 
(239-0332) 

1300 Paper Mill Road 
Newark, DE 19711 
(302} 239-0332 

An Independent coeducational day school aervlng students age three through grade eight, 
The Independence School welcomu atudentl of 

any race, color, religion, aex and national or ethnic origin. 

Start the new year at Delaware Tech 
Celebrate 1995 by beginning something 

new. The new year has begun, and now is the 
time to make your resolutions for 1995. Your 
goals may involve anything from changing 
your eating habits to enhancing your comput­
er skills. Whatever your educational goals 
and resolutions may be, Delaware Technical 
and Community College will help you stick 
with them. Along with over 35 degree, diplo­
ma. and certificate programs, Delaware Tech 
offers an extensive selection of courses in per­
sonal and professional development. 

With campuses conveniently located in 
downtown Wilmington and suburban 
Stanton, the trip to Delaware Tech is an easy 
one. And it is a trip that our students say is 
worth making. Valerie Stenner of Devon 
Place says she was interested in making food 
gifts for the holidays. The culinary workshop 
she participated in at Delaware Tech "gave 
me a lot of new ideas. The instructor's hand­
outs were very thorough, and the recipes were 
not too involved. After the class was over, I 
bad no problems doing them at home." 

The Continuing Education Department at 
Delaware Tech also offers computer work­
shops that provide up-to-date information for 
professional or personal use. These work­
shops are available during the days and 
evenings. Connie Akin of West Park Place 
decided she wanted to learn more about the 
Information Superhighway. She learned at 

work that Delaware Tech has classes on 
Internet, and she was interested in keeping 
up with the times. "The class I took was very 
basic and not over my head, which was good 
for me. I need to keep up on technology, and 
Df'laware Tech is very close to where I live. I 
have taken other Delaware Tech classes and 
wou.ld certainly do it again." For those with a 
basic knowledge already, Delaware Tech also 
bas more advanced classes on Doing Business 
on the Internet and Navigating the Internet 
to help you access the information the 
Superhighway has to offer. 

If you think the stormy winter weather or 
inconvenient class times will interfere with 
your new year's plans, Delaware Tech offers 
telecourses. Telecourses are credit courses 
you take at home on your VCR. You keep in 
touch with your Delaware Tech instructor by 
phone or fax, and you can watch the courses 
without leaving your home whenever it fits 
into your schedule. These courses are avail­
able in subjects such as/sycbology, political 
science, and business an finance to give you 
a wide choice of topics to study. 

As you make your plans for the new year, 
let Delaware Tech help you keep your educa­
tional resolutions. Credit classes for the 
Spring Semester begin on January 17. 
Registration for non-credit courses is on­
going. For more information, call {302) 888-
5288. 

The 
Tatnall 

Promise ... 
A challenging and exciting 

academic program, 
A talented and 
caring faculty, 

An opportunity to grow 
through arts and athletics, 

A rich and diverse 
educational experience 

Financial Aid Available 

A coeducational college· 
preparatory school for students 
from 3 years old to 12th grade 

For further information, 
call the Admissions Office, 

(302) 892-4285 

The Tatnall School 
1501 Barley Mill Rd. 

Wilmington, Delaware 19807 

Independence School 
eases educational transitions 

A new calendar year brings with it excitement 
and anticipation for the future; for students ot 
Independence this is especially true. Preparation 
for the transition of two specific grades of students 
to the next stage of their education is nctively in 
progress. 

Both fifth-grade students and eighth-grade stu­
dents race a time of change. 

For ftft.h-groders about to enter Independence's 
middle-school, this is also a time of development. 
Not only will they be introduced to changing 
schedules, but the middle-school student also faces 
entrance into the world of adolescence. To help 
parents and children meet the next several years 
with knowledge and understanding, o fifth-grade 
parents' middle-school orientation meeting is held 
annually in January. 

Mrs. Patricia Ireland, Assistant Headmaster, 
addresses the parents about this time, •caught 
between childhood and adulthood." Using a variety 
or educational resources, as well a.s her own expe­
riences as parent, teacher, and counselor, she 
introduces parenta to the adolescent experiences 
and goals, answers questions and provides sources 
for further information. 

Mrs. Ireland stresses the support that 
Independence provides for this age group. Such 
school activities as Moving-up Day, regular advi­
sor-advisee meetings, a study skills course in fifth-

grade and middle-school tutorial sessions, school 
dances and field trips encourage responsibility and 
self-confidence. 

For eighth-graders, planning for the selection 
and entry into the high school of choice has been 
underway since last spring. With visits to high 
schools, meetings with school counselors, and con­
sultations among parents, students, and 
Independence's teachers and administrators, the 
search for each student's "perfect fit" high sc.hool 
narrows. 

In spring' of the seventh-grade year a meeting 
with Dr. Kenneth Weinig, Headmaster, and 
Independence parents explores the many high 
school options. The search involves all of the area 
schools as well as boarding schools. To help get a 
clearer view of the most often selected schools, 
High School Night is held each fall for high school 
representatives to introduce their school to par­
ents and students. Mrs. Patricia Ireland then 
meets with individual parents and children to help 
match the goals, skills, and personal needs of each 
student with school selections. 

"The home and school working together for the 
well-being of a child creates a powerful positive 
environment," states Mrs. Ireland. "By eighth­
grade each son or daughter should begin to emerge 
as an academically qualified mature young adult. • 

FOCUS ON THE FUTURE ... 
( 'onnecl with /Jelall'are 1ecli 

Delaware Technical & Community College offers: 
D 
D 
D 

high quality Instruction 

career-oriented programs 

day and evening classes 

t:Oarses ill: 

D 
D 
D 

the lowest tuition In the state 

financial aid and scholarships 

convenient city & suburban locations 

Ullffll llllll Computen, Health Ctll'e, St:iaef tl1lll Engi#a6ering 
Publie S1nlc• and Am 

Call 888-5288 for more information 
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By Ann Cole Brown 
Director of Admissions 
The Tatnall Sclwol 

urhe opportunity for parents to choose schools 
for their children is good for families. It helps 
them make decisions based on th~ir individual 
needs and goaJ.s. There is nothing sadder than a 
youngster in the wrong school - and nothing 
easier to remedy when other options are readily 
available. When parents choose a school wisely 
and carefully, they make a major co11tribution to 
the future well-being of their children." 

- Lauro F. Cavazos, former Secretary of 
Education in Chooting a School for Your 
Child. 

"School choice," that much publicized educa­
tional innovation, is nothing new in Delaware. 
In fact for many years, Delaware has led the 
nation in the percentage of students educated in 
non-public schools, ranging between 20 and 24 
percent annually. Today, parents have a mind­
boggling array of options from which to choose; 
a number of distinct public school districts, 
parochial schools, independent schools, public 
special-interest schools, and so on. 

In many places in the U.S., parents have no 
choice. The local public school is the only option, 
or perhaps the decision is between one public 
school and one parochial school. But in 
Delaware, for many parents, choosing a school 
for their child can seem like a full-time job. 
Here many families choose a pre-school the way 
most people in this country choose a college. 

Frequently, as the admissions director, I see 
the anxiety and bewilderment on the faces of 
families making school decisions. Over the 
years, I have found myself giving as much 
advice about how to choose an independent 
school as I give information about my particular 
school. In that time, I have advised parents to 
follow these suggestions: 

1. Don't Panic. Delaware is blessed with all 
kinds of schools. With the investment of a little 
time and energy, you will find the right school 
for your child. 

2. Start Early. Start familiarizing yourself 
with area schools about two years before you 
would want your child to enter. Begin to visit in 
the fall one year prior to enrollment. 

3. CaU for Information. Initially, just make 
a call to each of the schools or school districts 
you think might be appropriate for your child's 
age and ability. Virtually all the schools will be 
happy to send you some basic information; they 
are listed in the yellow pages or the white pages 
of the telephone directory. 

4. Determine What You Want and What 
Your Child Neede. Many people make tho 
mistake of visiting schools randomly without 
figuring out first what. they want and what 
their child needs. This approach is tremendous­
ly time consuming and may lead you down blind 
alleys. Decide as a family (and with your chtld's 
Input if he or she 18 in about. fourth grade or 

above) what you want school to do for your child 
based on your goals and values, and your child's 
special needs and learning style. You can elimi­
nate those schools that don't meet YOUR crite­
ria. 

5. Talk to F rie nds, Neighbors, and 
CoUeagues. It is very helpfu.l to ask parents 
whose children are currently happy and suc­
cessful what they like about their school. But 
beware of those who try to uconvince" you that 
theirs is the ONLY school to choose. Only you 
will ultimately be able to make that decision. 
Don't elimjnate a school from consideration if 
you get one bad recommendation; sometimes an 
unhappy parent's experience is not indicative of 
the school as a whole. 

6 . Visit as Many Schools as You Can. 
Most schools have open houses for prospective 
parents that are informal and allow you to see 
the school, students, and teachers for yourself. 
Open houses put you under no obligation and 
are usually held in the late fall for admission 
the following fall. Don't be afraid to ask ques· 
tiona. Try to get a "feel" for the school - it will 
be an important factor in your decision making. 

7. Ask About the Mission of the School. A 
good school will be able to articulate its educa­
tional mission and explain how they achieve it. 
If they can't, or if you get conflicting answers1 ask more questions. Look at the curriculum ana 
the teaching style to see if it matches the mis­
sion. Then determine whether the mission 
matches your goals and your child's needs. Be 
sure to ask how the parents fit into the educa­
tional process and what the school would expect 
from you. 

8. Listen to Your Heart. Too many parents 
try to quantify the schools, (I knew one group of 
parents who circu.lated a chart on schools rating 
each in different categories!), with standardized 
test scores, college acceptance lists, and num­
bers of sports offered. All these details are 
important, to be sure, but beyond the facts, a 
school must "feeiR right to you and your child. If 
a child is happy and well-suited to a school, he 
or she will flourish. This is what we call the 
•match" between a school and a child. Listen to 
your heart, other people's opinions should be 
secondary. 

9. Make a Short List. It's advisable to have 
two or three schools on your short list, especial­
ly if a selective admissions process is involved. 
Schools may not know until spring whether 
they have space in the class you need. 

10. Complete the Application Process. 
Apply formally to the schools on your short list. 
Follow their procedure as expeditiously as you 
can, providing the recommendations and tran­
scripts as soon as possible. Make an appoint­
ment for a paront visit and a student visit. Ask 
oil the questions you need answered and discuss 
expenses; most schools charging tuition have 
payment plans, financial aid or loans. 

Make Your Decision. With luck - and if 
you applied to schools well-suited to your child 
- you will have eeveral acceptances from which 
to chooae. 
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