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Pergonal and confidential

Dear Frienad:

I read with much interest the memoranda which you
sent me several weeks ago with regard to the situation
in Spain and which I have already acknowledged. I took
the liberty of brinﬁing them to the attention of some
of my colleagues. We have been giving the Spanish situ-

ation very real thought for I bellieve it has a most
important bearing on the developments in the general
European and even Far Eastern problem. In some way or
other there must be a government in Spain of a united
Spain and for Spain. That is a big order. Any other
solution I can see only dangerous to peace in Europe.

We have endeavored here to follow a very careful course.
The information we get indicates that the condition
behind the Loyalist lines 1s 1n many respects more
unified and perhaps stronger than behind the Franco
lines. Disintegration behind the Franco lines seems

to be developing in some respects. The immediate
problem gseems to be meking 1t possible for the Loyalist
Government to continue to hold on. What they seem to
need most is certain war material which we can't help
out with as we have a strict prohibition in our law.
The food situation is bad and we have been trylng to
help out in that. We made an announcement yesterday
agaln that we are making available 3,000,000 bushels

of wheat. We are dolng everything we can to help out
in this way.

I was very much interested 1n helpling along the
1dea that through the Lima Conference a mediation offer
be made. We did not take the lead in it at Lima because
we thought 1t better that others should do so and that
1t would be more effective. I thought that, in view of
the Catholic sentiment in this country and in Latin
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America and in view of the supvort shifting from the
Franco to the Loyalist Government in a number of Latin
American countries, it would be possible to get a
mediation offer. Such an offer coming from the Lima
Conference would, I belleve, have been as effective as
anything which could have been done as there was good
reason to believe that, if out of Lima there came gsuch
a mediation offer, it would be immedlately supported by
the Vatican. My own thought was that 1f such an offer
was made, Franco of course would want to reject it but
that he had to deal with such a situatlion behind his own
lines that he might be forced to accept. I think there
1s some reason to believe that Italy would be prepared,
in view of such a mediation offer, to save her face and
et out. There is, of course, some doubt as to that.

n any event, such a mediation offer would have had a
%ood chance and i1t would have been a great step forward.
he news from Lima in thls connection 1g dlscouraging.

We have not given up hope but for the present, and the
conference 1s nearing an end, 1t 1s very doubtful whether
we will be able to get any effective declaration or offer
through Lima.

On the other hand, there 1s some hope for I think
the Loyallist Government may be able to withstand this
new offensive being prepared by Franco and if Franco's
offensive falls his position will certainly be much
weakened behlnd his own lines. All we can do directly
for the present 1g to try to help in the feeding problem.
I am deeply disappointed about this mediation matter
because I had put my heart into it but when it cames to
dealing with the Amerlcan Republics one deals with very
uncertain quantities. It 1s almost impossible to get
21 governments to act as a unit and, of course, some of
them were so strongly committed to the Franco side that
they do not yet seem ready to make a complete open switch.

In the general situation I am glad to see the French
and the British positions strengthening. I think there
are indications that the Itallans by making the fuss over
Tunis did one of the best things that has been done for a
long time, for that did bring together the French at a
bad moment. In England I think the slituation has
strengthened. I am very much interested to see whether
the Duchess of Atholl won in her election yesterday.

Eden had a very good reception here but I told one of

his friends that he should remember that one-tenth of the
fine reception he got here was for Mr. Eden the man and
the other nine-tenths was for the ideas which they felt
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he stood for. I think it is important even for Eden to
recognize this for 1t would be dlsastrous if he were %o
think that the reception was for the man alone. Eden
me ang nothing here except as the exponent of certaln
ideas. He did make a good impression personally, but
there are some people here who doubt whether he 1is a
man of really sufficiently strong character and con-
victions to lead the Government of Great Britaln in a
period which is undoubtedly going to be one of crisis.
I personally have very high regard for him, but I some
times have some doubt as to how deeply he 1s attached
to certaln principles which I believe are essential.
Perhaps that 1s not the besgt way of putting 1it.

have a doubt as to how stout a defender of thosge
principnles he may be and whether he might not be
prepared to make compromlses which I belleve are
dangerous.

There 1s so much that I would like to write you
about that I cannot begin. I Just wanted to put these
few thoughts in writing and to express the hope at this
time that the New Year may bring you and yours all good
thingse I am afrald that the year may have in store
for us even greater difficulties than the one Just ending
but on the whole I am optimistic that in some way or
other the decencles will again soon prevail in the world.
We may have to go through an awful period before they do
and sometimes I can't help but feel that the sooner we
do 1t the better no matter how horrible the experience
may be. I Just can't understand what some worthwhile
people mean when they try to make us believe that the
only result of war would be chaos and communism. The
Nazis tried to make the Germans belleve that towards
the end of 1932 and in the beginning of 1933 when they
were struggling for power and you know that there was
no more danger of communism in Germany then than there
is of 1t in this country today. While no one hates war
more than I do, I can see in 1t at least a return to
the decencies and I do not see in 1t as the inevitable
result communism and chaos which so many in responsible

places are preaching.

We do look forward to seeing you during this next
year. With every good wish in which my wife Joins,

Faithfully yours,




