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Protesters face 
showdown 

Supporters of Delaware's Occupy Wall 
Street movement appear headed for a 
confrontation with state officials over their 
plan to indefinitely set up camp in 
Wilmington's H. Fletcher Brown Park 
starting Saturday. 

Occupy Delaware expects word today on 
whether it will be permitted to remain in 
the park overnight this weekend . State 
officials have already said they will not be 
allowed to stay beyond Sunday. 

The group submitted an application to the 
state Wednesday, saying about 100 people 
planned to demonstrate in the park on 
Saturday morning and as many as 50 
people planned to camp overnight 
"indefinitely." 

The state Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Control, which oversees 
Fletcher Brown , granted the group a permit 
to rally there, but only for Saturday and 
Sunday during normal park hours, from 8 
a.m. to sunset. 

Gov. Jack Markell spokesman Brian 
Selander dodged repeated questions on 
whether the state would arrest Occupy 
Delaware members who stayed in the park 
after hours or beyond Sunday. 

"It's not a choice that ever needs to come 
up," Selander said , adding DNREC was 

willing to work with the group to find 
another park where protesters could camp 
overnight. 

Members of Occupy Delaware on 
Wednesday night voted in favor of 
occupying the park indefinitely, however. 

"I'm fairly certain there is a good size group 
of people who are planning on staying 
there overnight," said Brian Collins, a 
member of Occupy Delaware's security 
unit. "That's the plan because that's what 
was voted on by the general assembly." 

Collins said he was certain there was a fear 
by some members that they might be fined 
or arrested if an amicable solution is not 
found . 

"That's a reality that each individual has to 
face and determine their level of 
commitment," he said . 

Kathleen MacRae, executive director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Delaware, 
said her organization is trying to broker an 
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agreement to at least allow the group to 
remain in the park all night during the 
weekend . 

"We're in ongoing discussions with the 
state," MacRae said. "But we don't know 
what's going to happen ." 

A two-hour demonstration in Rehoboth 
Beach by members of Occupy Rehoboth 
has been approved by the town for 
Saturday in the bandstand . 

Occupy Delaware, like other groups around 
the country, is a growing collection of 
individuals decrying what they perceive as 
economic inequality, greed and 
dissatisfaction with government. 

One of the reasons given by DNREC for not 
permitting the group to occupy the park 
indefinitely is because it is used twice a 
day, Monday through Friday, by about 120 
children from Little Folks Too day care 
center. 

Under current regulations, a prior 
commitment for use of the space is a 
reason for denial of a permit request if the 
two uses would be incompatible. 

While the park's commitment to the day 
care center could trump Occupy Delaware's o 
ccupation during the week, MacRae said, 
she did not see why the group could not 
assemble during the entire weekend, as 
the state and federal constitutions allow. 

"The fact that the state has denied Occupy 
Delaware permission to protest after 

sundown on Saturday night is an 
unresolved issue about which we are in an 
ongoing discussion," she said . "The U.S. 
Supreme Court has long held that public 
streets and parks belong to the people, 
noting: 'Such use of the streets and public 
places has, from ancient times, been part 
of the privilege, immunities, rights and 
liberties of citizens.' " 

The group originally sought to occupy 
Rodney Square, but the request was turned 
down by Wilmington officials because 
another group has already reserved the 
area. The city offered them Christina Park 
as another location . Occupy Delaware 
members, feeling Christina Park was 
unsafe and too far from downtown, turned 
the offer down and opted for Fletcher 
Brown . 

If the group moves forward with its intent to 
occupy the park in violation of state law, it 
could face fines or arrests, such as those 
carried out in other states. 

Elsewhere in the region , nine 
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demonstrators from Occupy Philadelphia 
were arrested Wednesday at the 
headquarters of cable giant Comcast Corp. 
in a protest of what they called corporate 
greed , the Associated Press reported . In 
California, dozens of Occupy Oakland 
members were arrested early Thursday 
after demonstrations there -- some of the 
protesters threw chunks of concrete and 
metal pipes as well as lit Roman candles 
and firebombs -- shut down the fifth­
busiest port in the nation . 

The protest outside the Port of Oakland , 
which reopened Thursday, represented an 
escalation in tactics as a movement that 
had largely been about marches, rallies 
and tent camps targeted a major symbol of 
the nation's commerce. 

Some note that the groups lack focus , like 
members of the civil rights and anti-war 
movements of the '50s and '60s did, said 
Leland Ware, professor of law and public 
policy at the University of Delaware. 

"It's unlike the '60s in terms of it having a 
very discreet message to convey," Ware 
said . "That makes it different from previous 
[movements.]" 

But even with this lack of focus , these 
grass-roots groups have managed to take 
hold because they share a sentiment of 
dis affection . 

"These are a lot of young people who are 
kind of disaffected ; some are 
unemployed ," he said . "There's a message; 
it's more like an implicit message. It's not 

clear, but there is some sentiment to which 
people are responding in very large 
numbers across the nation and across the 
globe." 

"The spread of it all is what is significant," 
Ware added . 

While the loss of focus might make it 
harder to pin down what the movement 
wants, it can work to its advantage, said 
Dan Halprin, a member of Occupy 
Delaware's media committee. 

"That might be what is making it 
successful ," Halprin said . "It makes it 
harder to pigeonhole it and it makes it 
harder for the press to be able to say, 'So 
now we understand what you are about 
and we can dismiss you . You've been 
understood and you are no longer 
interesting .' " 
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All 

··· oelaware! 
Citizens, Activists, Non-Profits, 
and Community Organizations, 

loin the Occupation 
of Delaware 

Saturday, Nov. 5, 2011, 10 a.m. 
at H. Fletcher Brown Park 
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We Are the 99 Percent! 
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