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SffcEKE If MUCH to be learned 
rfo*^e$utfl*e of American policy 
v by ' studying the '^Lperience of 
trie, pa*t three. moSths. But it 
•wjgjjldi see«9 that the Undersecre­
tary of Stsfii£,Mr. Sumner Welles, 
who spbke^«I the radio Monday 
evening, was speaking before it 
was ej^eijfent for him to speak 
•fuify or ta speak freely about the 
recent foreign policy of the Ad-
Il^toistr^on, For he felt com­
pelled. jgjSamit from his history 
at the ft&jj^rican part in the Eu­
ropean ll&fais the whole of the 
JH"§t- a S ^ i t h e most" -significant 

^ S f r . WeltejpPgtpry begins with 
the crritfeal day of Saturday, Sep­
tember 24. wher/it appeared that 
the CbSesburg negotiations had 
bro^|a^own.-^?he ,0E[iy. Ameri-
c^^iet iMt-;^^^! Mr. -Welles re-
iGfB to tftSttapi;whoHPjieriod be­
fore that day is the declaration 
of generav^^iri^jples mad<rT>y 
Secretary flfuTl o3R-Jttily^^^ Mr. 
WelleS-ihad nothing about what 
the Administration was doingjja.. 
the intervening 70 days during 

ajadbich'the crisM'd&veloped t° a 

jjijokit wheye imr seemed-inevita­
b l e . Thus he did not even men-
^fion the President's Canadian ad-
^Stress at Kfiagafon. He did not 
-Ejfcention theHjpeeches of Ambas-' 
Ijfjjador BulBlSjjn the critical daya . 
Srtof early SeMjmbet-' |le$|td:'.«¥&< 
^mention the President's press in­
t e r v i e w ' aJt-^ytfai'Park i r i &e 

Ksveek ;b5efore • Hitler's Nuremberg 
Wspeeci£^sl£''did not mention the 
I conferences be^jteen Ambassador . 
I Kerinedjg | # d feecilteiasb. prime 
%^niatefo or the visit of Ambass£*i 
• ĵd&'̂ HUgh Wilson to Prague &$& 
- iS^ the decisive vjperiod of the 
irjpiacijjtan mission: 

,!' BUT THOUGH SIR. WEJ/L^S 
f did not itiention this whole phase 

of Administration activity.'! there 
is no d^B^that - tKe?f^as such 

| a phalse'Tand that" during, those 70 
I momeritmis .days the Admlnistra-
aetiSb. w^&nteirvenmg^'ah the crisis 
re^nd w l attemptkjgitp influence 

the outco^^. : Tfe»£.experft»ce 
needs to JpaSdigested and*ife»es-
son ui^tei&tood befjjre,.it is igise 
or ./prudent to begl^-vsujgjes'flng 
that the American ~ GoVerdssent 

is "once again ready to .taKe'p^pt 
in founding fa n ^ ^ o r l t C p r d e r 

.jrbased upoitjustice and upon law." 
R'^atasofar as an 'AmerieanSakb-
; server in Europe couldfi^d^'at . 

the time, thS jAdmmMriftph's 
policy in those days was designed 
to rerniffl Hitlef: and his allies 
that they must Ifi&^e'otiKit upon 
Amerjc|n isolatjiwi in the event 
of war. The Pregdent at Kings­
ton, A&iteassador Bullitt SPhls , 
French speeches, and Ambassador 

| Kennedy in some of Ms after* 
ances insisted that.while We had 
no commitmentC'tp intervene, no% 

one could be sure that we would 
. not intervene. 

, In fjjjifc. they suggested a litHe, 
more than that. They^iggested 
that American senfim«at agaia&v 

aggreslgSJft and against dictator­
ship was so strong that our lejeu.-'' 
trality would probably rjbj^be dis­
interested, and trfat in one wayjo£» 
•pother' we should probably find 
ourselves drawnMto the coalition 
against Germany. And, then, hav­
ing created that -impression, the 
President in the decisive week 
before the Nuremberg speech 
disavowed it. 

- IT IS, OF COURSE, hard to say 
how much effe^t^his. diplomatic 
activity actually had. But it seems 
probable that it contributed not a 
little,to stiffening the Czech and 
the French resistance at the end 
igM "'August, when it might.Kffl,. 
have been possible to make a 
more moderate ;pe$tlement by ne-
gotiation, and that the President's 
subsequent disavowal Wjfs one 
among several factojpiwjgleh then 
convinced Hitler that the threat 
of a world war was allied propa­
ganda Satfoer thr|n realffe^i -'$•'"' 

Until we know what thejtorefci'• 
diplomats in Washing.^™! were. 
teHin.g**fEtheir governj^Pro . $&i 
'®Je&j^fewe can nfetknow. for cer»^ 
tain what influence the Admitiis»-
tsaiinh had prevents. Butj*S.d&; 
knoajfthis nJvEh at.least, that the'.-
publgj eff e^s^as^t^ creai&:jyji$>- -5 

I 

. ^ I s S ' eXjSlctjIion in Europe tfl»l 
Ar&rjcan help coul(| be counted 
upof&lfcd then, in taereal clraaax 
of She criOT, before Hitler? Ant-

ftmiited himself at Nuremberg, to 
'dash that expectation. <& 

• jhjHE FUNDAMENTA^QU^-
Tl^fj raised by this experienced^., 
w i t h e r it;Actually is: a efetribtj# 
tioWto the peace and ordi^of the 
wofl* -Jar the United Sfetfs tfc, 
practice t t e kind ofjqlejwrention 
in EuEpSpkn affair)p„^Jrar , i t 
amounts%:"-iafi&aor^:fKl5(S^:cise 
influen^eij without aacefiifrtgfge^ 
sponsibility, • and, without?wengag-
ing the weight atj&mericwsjf&itpr 
in tlie world, to Jp^id iha^Qwes, 
by creating nncig^^nty ajfil «ofeg 
fui^on. i ^ r e m a ^ * e l l ask ' <"M^ 
selves, and indeed we must ask 
ourselves) whether our pcaicy' has 
not lateen' dangerously ambiggous 
irtlfiat we have attemptBi-to talk 
as if wtamxi partitepi in a system 
of collective:" secu^ty while-awe 
were resolved to'.a^t on the princi-
plK' of isolation. ffiEffifc&_3 

Withoft casting the slighter -• 
reflection upon thp %>tives w h i w 
i n u r e d the policy, we must cq^ : 
sider-wfether the world as it is, 
we do hot-^o more harm than 
good by trying to i ^hb ine • the 
two diametrically apposed for­
eign popSies of isolaftbn and' col-
' Active security. Is l|^onsist]fc6t 
with the drahHy and t ^ vita*m- j 
terests of a great natibff^o^prae^. 
tice a foreign policy ̂ Jjsfejch in* | 
vites the rest of f j a rwo^^o spec­
ulate on what it may ^3riay:'fl*t . 
eventually do? It doe^^pt seem 
to me a sound foreign policy. For 
insofar as it has aaj£;>inituence on . 
events^ #^>^ffe<3:^ to aggravate 
the crisis by stiffeninjff.Jfirst the 
one side which relies upon the 
promise of he%p and then By ̂ 'stiff­
ening the other .side when it real­
izes that the help will not be 
given. 

BEFORE / . H E t ^ A R f talking 
about "a hew world ordgft* we 
shall do well, it seems to me, to 
make up our minds clearly what 
we are prepared to contribute $6^ 
the construction and to the main­
tenance of sucfe a world order. 
And while w<j| are making up our 
minds, ifeseems^e me thajt we are 
uncfer a_ clear obligation to prac-
tice5*fesiagiiat mlBur public^ijiig- . 
memifilpQn nations that-|K not 
enjpy'ihi secutSgy we err^- and 
cannD^affiord tp.fe^e opinions un­
less t l | ^ : a re prepared to die for 
them^St. is pnl^vitair not to in­
dulge •jBpb freely Iff judgments that 
cost us nothing. And it is the 
only way to keep our oam heads 
cool aBBvclear enougrf^b judge 
correctly our true courli in so. 
dangerous a worj^. 
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