c\ -

s oY

By Walter Lippmann .

WASHINGTON POST

THERE 15 MUCH to be learned
for the future of American policy
studylng the 'experience of

= tge past three months. But ‘it
would seem that the Undersecre-
tary of State, Mr. Sumner Welles,

* who spoke on the radio Monday
evening, was speaking before it
was expedient for him to speak
fully or to speak freely about the
receant foreign policy of the Ad-
a1 For he felt com-

ggrican part in the Eu-
ipisis the whole of the
1: the most significant
e 4
. Welles's story begins with
_the critical day of Saturday, Sep-
tember 24. when it appeared that

| broke&n’down.  The only Ameri-
can-actioa which Mr. Welles re-
fers to
fore that ‘day. is the declaration
of general Pprinciples made by
Secretary “Hull on July 16. Mr.

Welles had notning about what
the Administration was doing in
(| the intervening 70 days during

w'hwh the crisis developed to a
oint where war seemed Inevita-
,Ie Thus he did not even men-

¢ .' on the President’s Canadian ad-
i He did not

ador Bullitt'in the critical days
%“i early September He did not

ention the President’s press -
“terview at Hyde -Park 'in the
“week before ‘ Hitler's Nuremberg
Espeech He did not mention the
conferences between Ambassador _
. Kennedy and the ‘British prime
? mmlster, or the visit.of Ambassa-.
nr Hugh Wilson to Prague dur-
; ;?f the decisive perlod of the
ncm;xan mission.

£ BUT THOUGH MR.’ WELLES
! did not mention this whole phase
of Admu;zstratmn actlvmyi there
is no dqu!ﬁ that- thierewas such
a phase‘and fhat during those 70
momenmus days the Admimstra-

4 ntervening. in the crisis

“Fand was attempting:to influence

nit from his history .

the ‘Godesburg negotiations had |

m,-‘ihe whole period be-

the .outcome. This: expetience
needs to b@\dlgested and its les-
son understood pefore it is ‘wise
or - 'pruuent to begin suggesting
that the American™ Government

is once again ready to take part
n founding §a new world order
“based upon Justlce and upon law.”
. 'Insofar as an American ob-
server in Europe could judge at’
the time, the Administration’s
policy in those days was designed
to remind Hitler and his ‘allies
that they must Hot count upon
American isolation in the event
of war. The President at Kings-
ton, Ambassador Bullitt in his
French speeches, and Ambassador .
Kennedy in some ‘of his- _utter-
ances insisted that. while we had
no commitments to intervene, no
one could be sure that we would
not intervene.
 In fact, they suggested a little
move than that., They, suggested
that American sentiment against
aggression and against dictator-
ship was so strong that our neu-
'trality would probably not be dis-
interested, and tifat in one way or:
another: we should probably find
ourselves drawn into the coalition
against Germany, " And.then, hav-
ing created that .impression, the -
'Presiden’t\ in the decisive week
before the Nuremberg speech
disavowed it, 4

~ IT IS, OF COURSE, hard to say
how much effect this diplomatic
activity actually had. But it seems
probable that it contribuied not a
little to stiffening the Czech and
the French resistance at the end
of August, when it might still
have been possible to make a

more moderate settlement by ne-
gotiation, and that the President’s
subsequent disavowal was one
among several factors which then
convinced Hitler that the threat
of a world war. was allied propa-
ganda rather th3n reality.

Until we know what the orelgn
lomats in Washingt® were

govern in, .

ﬁl ing- their
“Europe, we can not know, for cer" W

tain what inflilence the Ad
tration had oh events. But rg?
know-thls much at. least, mat“(he:"
public’ effect. was: to, create w
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ular” expectation in Europe that
American help could be counted
upon, ‘and then, in the real climax

dash that expectation, - # -

E FUNDAMENTAL QUES-

tion to the peace and order of the
world for the United States to

in Eurppean affairs.
amounts ' to an effort to

ing the weight 0‘1 ‘American;power

not been dangerously ambigaous
in that we have attempted to talk
as if we were partpers in 2 system
,of collective security while: we

" ple of iselation.

inspired the policy, we must con-
sider-whether the world as it is,
we do not do more harm than
good by trying to combine: the

two diametrically ' opposed for- .

eign policies of isolation and’ col-
'lective security. Is it! consistent
 with the dignity and the vital in-

of the crisis, before Hitler com- |
‘mitted himself at Nuremberg, to

15 raised by this experience is
whether it actually i a contribu-:

practice this kind of mte:;:ntmn :

influence  without accepfing re-
qponmblhty, and, without: Jgngag-;

in the world, to wield that.pawer,
by creating uncei‘tamty and con-"
fusion. We may well ask our-;_
selyes, and indeed we must ask |
ourselves whether our policy has .

4

Zwere resolved to act on the prmcx- 1

{##  Without casting the slightest '
reflection upon the motives which

terests of a great nation to prac-r .

tice a foreign policy swhich i
' vites the rest of the woﬁd to spec-
ulate on what it may orimay not

eventually do? It does not seem -

to me a sound foreign policy. For

insofar as it has any influence on .
events, the effect is to aggravate

the crisis by stiffening first the
one side which relies upon the
promise of help and then by stiff-
ening the other side when it real-
izes that the help will not be
given,

.~ BEFORE WE START talking
about “a new world order,” we
shall do well, -it seems to me, to
make up our minds clearly what
we are prepared to contribute to
the construction and to the majn-

tenance of such a world order.

And while we are making up-our
minds, it seems to me that we are
under a clear obligation to prac-

ticeirestraint in our public: judg- .

ments upon nations that do ‘not
enjoy the security we enjoy and
cannot afford to have opinions un-

less they are prepared to die for

them, It is onfy fair not to in-
dulge too freely in ]udgments that
cost us nothing And it is the
only way to keep our own heads
cool and'clear enoughifo judge

correctly our true course in so

dangerous a world.
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