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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The desire to acquire soimme knowledge of the history,
present activities and natural scenery of Lancaster County
induced the author to prepare these sketches for 7%e Pennsyl-
vania-German.

The story was woven around the Trolley lines because
these afford one of the most convenient and most economical
modes of travel for the sightseer.

It would obviously be impracticable to make mention of
all the sources of information and courtesies shown, of which
the writer availed himself. In addition to credits given in the
text the author acknowledges his indebtedness to Rupp’s
History, Egle’s History, Elis and Evans’ History, the pub-
lications of the Lancaster County Historical Society, Franklin
and Marshall College, Lancaster Board of Trade, The Cones-
toga Traction Company, The Express Printing Company, Mr.
F. R. Diffenderffer, Mr. George Steinman, Mr. B. F. Saylor,
Mr. C. N. Derr.

The author hopes the perusal of these pages may afford
the reader as much pleasure as their preparation did the writer
and that a wider knowledge of the county, a deeper love for
history and higher life aspirations may thereby be promoted.

The Author
Copyright, 1910 by H. W. KRIEBEL
Press of THE EXPRESS PRINTING COMPANY
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PART I

The City of Lancaster

LL aboard” for a trolley
trip through Lancaster
county, Pennsylvania’s
“Garden Spot” and
America’s banner agri-
cultural county.

‘We will take our seats
and = before the gong
clangs for departure will look about
us. We are now in “Centre Square”
of the city of Lancaster, at the cross-

ing of King and Queen streets, a

point from which on some days a

thousand cars depart over one hun-

dred and fifty miles of trolley track
radiating to all parts- of the county.

Here one may stand aside and have

the county’s fashions new and old

pass in review before him.

Before us is a stately Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ Monument erected by ladies
and dedicated, July 4, 1874. Around
us on the different streets are large
business houses and scenes of activity.

It was not always thus. Time was
when the Indians met here to make
treaties under a hickory tree hence
they were known as “Hickory In-
dians” and the place was known as
Hickorytown, even a hotel painted a
hickory tree on its sign board. The
place has been occupied by whites,
however, for almost two centuries.
When it was laid out in 1728 by An-
drew Hamilton it was a hamlet of
about 200 persons, grown to 340§ in
1800 when it was the largest inland
town in the United States. It was in-
corporated as a borough in 1742 and
chartered as a city in 1818

Courts were held here for the first
time in 1730, previous courts having
been held at Postlethwait’s tavern six
or seven miles southwest of us. The

court house, erected and destroyed by
fire June, 1784, stood where the monu-
ment now stands.” This was a two-
storied brick building with steeple,
beliry, a clock with two faces, pent
houses and shingle roof. The lower
room containing the court room was
paved with brick, had a large hearth
and elaborate furnishings;its windows
were. glazed with small pieces of
glass, leaded in and provided with
blinds or shades of green, horizontal
slats or shades on chords. The sec-
ond floor contained a council chamber
and a few small rooms.

THE OLD COURT HOUSE

The stirring scenes witnessed by
this unpretentious building were so
significant and important historically
that “the day of Lancaster’s greatest
glory is past and will never return.”
In the words of H. Frank Eshleman,
Esq.,

“How proud we should be today if
now the building were standing. pre-
served on its site. How we should
love it and value it! What famous
visitors, what great personages, we
would conduct through it, into its
solemn, silent Court room, up its
stairs into its chamber! How we
would gaze in sacred awe into its
empty seats, its quaint bench and bar,
its blinds, its age-stained wood and
brass, its girders and posts, its brick
floor and primitive walls! How we
would speak in low whispers as we
rehearse as we silently contemplate,
standing within it, the train of mighty
events that made it famous. All
these would pass in silent parade
before us in review as we stand with-
in it! The ancient Justices with pow-
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dered wigs; the mighty and pious
Zinzendorf, his eloquent sermons and
strange audiences, the commingled
audiences of dusky Indian chiefs and
white forefathers filling the room four

successive times in treaty met; the
stately warriors, the speeches, the
voices, the intonations; the excited,
hilarious and patriotic speeches and
ringing applause, punctuated with in-

FROM A TROLLEY WINDOW

dignation against England; the mili-
tary dress, adornments, and bearings
of the soldiers at the memorable meet-
ing of July 4, 1776; the surrendering
of commissions and removal of the

CENTER SQUARE, LANCASTER
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arms of King George III; the solemn
picture of Congress and its session of
September 27, 1777! the stormy ses-
sions of the Supreme Council of the
State and Councils of Safety for nine



PART 1.

months; the edicts of attainder
against the Tories and their excited
neighbors coming into these halls and
begging - for them; the funeral of the
President of the State with its martial
splendor.”

HHEIT00 W ¥ ‘A ASALIAO0D

YILSVONV'I d0 NOLIOHS NWHILSHMHIION

The city has been an imporant cen-
ter indeed for many years. It has
seen the Irish, the German, the
Welsh, the French meet here as the
seat of local government. It saw in
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1775 the marshalling of military
forces, in response to the firing of the
guns at Lexington and Bunker Hill
It later furnished the barracks for the
British and Hessian prisoners of war.
Three times did George Washington

the place
Hither came the fathers as to the seat
of the State government from 1799 to

honor by his presence.

1812. It was world renowned for its
manufactories a century ago.
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It has been the center of a religious
life that has been unjustly the laugh-
ing stock and justly the marvel of the
world, exemplifying the fruits of free-
dom of faith and thus directly aiding
in the spread of the doctrine of relig-
ious liberty throughout the world.

 MEN OF PUBLIC NOTE

“In men of public note Lancaster
City has never been wanting. Hence
went Buchanan to the Presidency and
Stevens to the leadership of Congress;
here Benjamin West painted pictures;
Tom Paine wrote tracts, philosophical
and political; Robert Fulton, a native
of the county, experimented in steam
navigation on the Conestoga. Here, on
the site of the present court house,
abode George Ross, signer of the
Declaration. John Joseph Henry set
out afoot from Lancaster to Quebec
in Revolutionary days, and his diary
is the most interesting account of Ar-
nold’s expedition.  Here was born
John F. Reynolds. destined to become
the most gallant hero and most glo-
rious martyr of the Union cause who
fell on the red and rocky field of
Gettysburg. From this bar and bench
Jasper Yeates, William Augustus At-
lee, Molton C. Rogers, Ellis Lewis
and J. Hay Brown became Justices of
the Supreme Court; Amos Ellmaker,
Thomas E. Franklin, Benjamin
Champneys and W. U. Hensel weére
Attorneys General of the Common-
wealth.  The late James P. Wicker-

sham and E. E. Higbee, and now
Nathan C. Schaeffer have been Su-
perintendents of Common Schools;

Amos H. Mylin, Auditor General, and
W. W. Griest Secretary of the Com-
monwealth.  Col. John W. Forney
was graduated from a Lancaster
printing office. Rev. Dr. J. W. Nevin,
Bishop Bowman and Father Keenan
are names honored of all churchmen;
while Harbaugh, the Pennsylvania
German poet, Muhlenberg, author of
“I Would Not Live Alway,” and
other hymns, and Lloyd Mifflin,
painter-poet, attest Lancaster’s emi-
nence in polite literature.”

IMPORTANCE OF CITY AND COUNTY

The importance of the city and
county covering less than 1000 square
miles and having a population of 170,-
000 may be inferred from figures like
the following, prepared by a compe-
tent authority.

“The annual value of her agricul-
tural products in 18go was $7,657.790;
now it exceeds 11,000,000. All this is
owing to excellent soil, skillful and
steadfast farmers and  diversified
crops. On an average, the wheat crop
is 2,000,000 bushels; corn crop, 4.,500-
000 bushels; the tobacco crop, grown
on 16,000 acres, produces an annual
revenue to her farmers of from $2,000,-
000 to $3,000,000. Since 18go that crop
alone has brought into the county the
enormous sum of .$80,000,000, nearly
all of which has remained here. and it
is represented by increased f{ertility
and handsome improvements, new
buildings and enlarged domestic com-
forts and elegance.

“There are within this limited ter-
ritory thirty-five, (now thirty-six) Na-
tional banks, two State banks and six
Trust Companies, with aggregate re-
sources at the beginning of 1908, of
nearly  $38,000,000. Of National
banks alone this single county has
more than Arkansas, Montana, Mis-
sissippi, South Carolina, Florida, Utah
Idaho or Wyoming.

“Last year 4,000 carloads of cattle
were received at the Union Stock
Yards, Lancaster. Of these, 30,000

-head were fattened within the county

There are ninety-four
Rural Free Delivery routes in the
county, (now ninety-six) more than
any other county in the United States.”
In view of the preceding which is
but an iota of the reality one is pre-
pared tc appreciate the words of Mr.
F. R. Diffenderffer when he says:
“Lancaster city enjoys almost nn-
equaled advantages of location in
many respects. She sits on an elevated
limestone ridge, which secures her
the advantage of excellent health and
satisfactory drainage. Along her east-

by her farmers.






