
Personal and 
Confidential 

Habana, Cuba, 
June f9 1940, 

My dear Friendt 

I hardly know how to begin this letter for my heart 
is so full of things that I would like to say to you that 
I know you will be understanding if this latter is brief 
and rambling. In the first place, I need not tell you that 
oar thoughts fcave been very much with you during thesa last 
months. Before I left Washington, I saw Joa Davies frequent­
ly of eourse, as he was working more or less in my field. 
He told me that he was positive that all possible facilities 
would be available to you for you to get out of Belgium In 
case of necessity. I have been wanting to write you, teat the 
principal reason why 2 haTe not done so was because in recent 
months we have never been sure whether letters which we wrote 
would get to the proper destination even though sent through 
the pouch for there was always the possibility of the pouch 
falling into the hands of the wrong people. X did not wish to 
write merely anodyne letters, but it was hardly safe to send 
any other kind. 

I had news that you had been able to leave Belgium for 
Trance, but in order to confirm it X got in touch with Mr. 
Auehincloss and lames in Hew York, who now tell me that you 
were for sometime in Paris, and then went on to Biarritz, 
and from there may go to Madrid, Barcelona and Lisbon. I 
am sending a copy of this letter to our Minister in Lisbon, 
asking him to get it to you if you are in Lisbon, and other­
wise to hold it rather than to forward it. X need not tell 
you what a great happiness it is to my wifa and myself to 
know that you and Mrs. Heineman and your daughter are in 
Spain or Portugal, and to know that the rest of the family 
is on the way over on the MANHATTAN. 

All that has happened in Belgium, X cannot explain and X 
am withholding any judgment am what has happened until X know 
more of the facta* Whatever may have been the reasons for the 
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rapid successes of Germany in Belgium, the effect, of course, 
was catastrophic. I have felt all along that If the German 
offense could be held sufficiently long its force would be 
largely spent, and that the expenditure of material would be 
a serious handicap to the Germans in further progress. In 
other words, I felt that the Germans would put everything 
behind this tremendous effort and that 4f they failed the 
chances would then be in favor Of the Allies definitely holding 
and winning the way with the help, that X saw coming, from the 
United States in increasing certainty. As matters develop, 
I think all now depends on whether in the next £4 to 43 hours 
the French arms will be able to hold the Germans. If they are 
not able to do so, it is a foregone conclusion that Italy will 
go into the wa»t and we must seriously contemplate the possibility 
of s dictated peace by Germany to England and France, the dis­
armament of s good part of Europe, and enslavement sf practically 
all if her peoples* X will not go into this as you understand 
all of these things as few people do, bit you and I know Moat 
the naturo of that dictated peace would bo. 

I myself have had the impression that if Germany wore able 
to dictate pse.ee to England end France, she would not stop there 
but take the opportunity to extend her control over southeastern 
Europe, and I think Russia would loss a good part of the Ukraine. 
In other words, s dictated peace would mean for the time being 
pretty definite sontrol by Germany over all of Europe with the 
exception of what was loft of Russia* My own feeling, however, 
is that such a dictated peace would not mean that Germany would 
have won the war, for I think her troublaf will then begin. 

And of course, ours would begin also, for we have made up 
our minds in the United States if Germany wins this war in a 
definite fashion, it would mean tremendous changes in our country 
which we are not going to submit to or permit to come about* The 
change of attitude is the United States has been so violent and 
so complete that it is most encouraging. It is now understood 
by the great majority of our people that a victorious Germany 
has aspirations in the Western Hemisphere as well, and Just as 
other countries did not want to go into war, we also, who do not 
want to go to war, would be forced into it* Is are fcoally making 
• tremendous effort in the United States sad I am glad to say 
that outside of a few people that complete cooperation is being 
given by all parties except the Communists, and I expect to see 
the Communist Party dissolved in the United States within a Tory 
short time and thousands of Communists jailed* It will take us 
some time to get our tremendous production machinery geared up, 
sot, without much being said about it, a really tremendous effort 
is being made all over the country and I think it is getting 
well organized* Z need not toll you what a calamity it is that 
we did not get started sooner* I have been trying to tell our 
people since 1933 what the threat to Europe and to us was and 
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what oar policy should bo, bat outside of a very few people, 
such as the President and Secretary Hull, the real implica­
tions ware not understood* Now the defense of the whole of 
the Western Hemisphere falls on us, as well as our own defense 
and X need not tell you that the defense Iff all the States 
in this hemisphere is a tremendous responsibility for us and 
It Involves all kinds of difficulties* It Is a task, however, 
which I believe we will It able to carry through. 

I was asked to come home about throe weeks ago In order to 
help formulate some of the measures which we are taking* Among 
other things I set into motion the machinery for the control 
Of alien activities In the United Statet and for the prevention 
of espionage and sabotage. The program which I laid down Is 
now being cyrstalllzed into the necessary legislation. Executive 
orders and regulatory practice* I am oat of those who am con­
vinced that the success of the German efforts has been due to 
moral sabotage as mxoh. as it has been to German arms* 

Z am urging on ray Government that there are all kinds of 
steps which we raust take without any jeserf* end without any 
delay* It moans that we have got to do a lot of things which 
go against the grain but we cannot make the mistakes that others 
have mads. We have got to see that the merchant fleets sad the 
Navies of Europe do not fall Into the hands of the Germans, 
and that may involve some very far-reaching steps, but whatever 
they art wa shall havs to take them. I am very busy hers with 
all sorts of things and I am, of course, being used very much 
at hams* X hope to be able to write you at greater length within 
the next few days* X just wonted to get off this letter to yon 
now and I shall try to write you again shortly through our 
legation In lisbon. 

My wife joins in every good wish to you and Mrs. HBlneman 
and your daughter, and X need not tell you how happy we are 
that you are safe and sound in this disordered world. This 
is a very unsatisfactory letter, but my heart and ralnd are so 
full of things which Z have to do. 

faithfully yours, 

GEORGE S. MESSERSMITH. 


