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INTERVIEW WITH 'R, & MRS, ALEX CORB3B
219 W, Main Street
Newark, Delaware
July 17, 1974

INTERVIEWED BY: R, Button

Mr. Cobb
Mrs. Cobb
R. Button

This is an interview with Alex Cobbh and his wife after
their retirement from the University of Dzlaware on
July 17, 1974, in their home in MNewark at 219 W, Main
Street.

My, Cobb, when did you first come to the University?

I first became a member of the University staff in-
November, 1918, as County Agricultural Agent in Vent
County in Dover,

Whers had you gone to college to vrepar~ “or this?

Drew University. T was graduat d i 10311, And in 1913

T hecane one of the first for connty aorienlivral azents

in the Unit2d States before +the faderal Srith Tever Aou (?)
wa en cted in 1214, It was financed in Indiana by a
gpecial state appronriation a2t that tTine,

Purdue was an outgstanding agriculitural school, was it
nnt? '

(Response not clear)
ight. It's one of the largest in the country?

R
As Ffar as T krow it still is. Purdue and Cornell and
Ares, Towa, vsed to rank in my day.

Did the work of the county agricultural asents start
ont when you started out with the rrogram the way 1t
dnes its work now do you think vretty much?
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It was much simpler in thoze days really, INobody knew
what a county agricultural asent was in the first »nlace,
When you went out, the feeling of most of the farm
people was that some smart aleck just out of the Uni-
versity was coming to show them how to grow potatoes,

Smart alecks? Ha, ha, ha,

Ha, ha,

Did you show them how to grow potatoes?
Ha, ha. Not until T got to Delaware,

Oh., Well, what did you do when vou first hit the agri-
cultural scene as an agent?

Well, I sat down and wondered to myself what I was going
to. « + Well, to begin, I went up to the University to

see George Christie who was the first Director of Extension
at Purdve to ask him what I was to do when I was to go

to Wayne County, Indiana., And, if you'll excuse the
expregsion, he said, "Damned if I know becausge it's never
been done bvefore." Ha, ha,

Ha, ha.
He saidy "So go on over and do it,"

Did you go around and introduce yourself to the farmers
and say, "I'm your agent"?

I introduced myself and T saw to it that it was publicized:
and, of course, I was Iinterviewed by the local paper, +the Rich-
mond Paladium which was at that time about the size of our
present Wilmington papers., Later I was employed on its

staff for a year or so.

What did you do on the staff?

I was, well, my first year in Wayne County, Indiana, as
County Agricultural Agent terminated abruntly by the
political grouo that was in charge of finances of the
county voting not to continve the office, That somewhat
incensed the owvners of the Richmond Paladium, and they
decided to continue me on ag County Agricultural Agent,
vay my salary, and act as agricultural editor for the
naner, :
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Oh, that was an interesting experience, wasn't it?

Yes, it was interesting and it was too goed to last
too long. I gradually became an under-the-mine (7?)
reporter., I even covered svorts and the

and so forth.

Did you leave that job to come to Delaware?

No, I left that job to become County Azricultural
Agent in Jackson County, Indiana, where I was for
about three years.

And did they know about county agents by that time?

They knew better, except the nizht I arrived there T
stayed at a hotel in Seymour, Indiana, because T knew
there were no lodzings in Brownstown, which was the
county seat, of about 1200 popvlation, And I went to
the barber shop in the morning, and when T was there
one of the chronic barber shor hangers-on,; an =lderly
gentleman; remarked to the barber something like, "I
see where they got a fellow coming from Purduve to
teach these people how to grow notatoes." Ha, ha, ha,

3 (D

Ha, ha, ha. He didn't know you had big ears, Ha, ha,
No, well. The work was so entirely different than it

ig now, T don't know too much about it now except that
it deals more with the economy and economics and land

use and that sort of thing., Primarily we were interested
in crop production, animal 1ife improvement, and, . .

And that's what thev're doing now, iagn't it? They're still
reteaching and teaching,

Teaching by deing., That's the key in the hold of extension.
Uh, Norman Borlogz, by the way, the man resnonsible for

the Green Revolnution, the man who produced the hyhrid
wheat. . .

Yeah?

He worked at the Du Pont Experimental Station for a year
before he went with Rockefeller Institute, . .

Yeah. Down there on Elkton Road?
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No, with the Wilmington one,.
Yeah? I know they had a plant that worked down here,

Well, when did you decide to come to Delaware, and how
did that happen?

My roommate at Purdue, Emil Pence, came to0 the University
of Delaware immediately on graduation in the

station in the Agronomy Department, which had to do with
soils and crovs. And he later on became the Ffirst County
Agricultural Azent in Delaware in Kent County. He and I
kept in touch with one another., He left Delaware for a
year or two to farm back in Indiana but then came back

as the first County Agent and later as the first County
Agent Leader which was the title we put to the adminis-
trative veople. I ha ~ an idea it might he interesting
to know something about how things went in some of the
other parts of the country, and I more or less casually
remarked to him ons time on one of his visits back to
Tndiana or else by mail that I'd be interested in coming
to Delaware if they had an opening. And sure enough

the opening evolved and., . .

And sure enough you came,

Emil Pence, the first County Acricultural Acent, was
responsible for me to become the third County Asgricultural
Agent in Kent County. A fellow nemed Zimrmerley nrecaded
me,

Well, were yovu a resident in ¥ent County then or 4id you
stay at the mivernity?

No, we lived in Dover along the Green,
Oh, you lived in Dovar on the Green,

Yes, that's rizht.
And, =o that war before you came to the University, Thic
wag iuat whon von Firast eamc o Delaware?

Oh, the Count

w

0 r Azent was atill a rember of the Imiversity
Extension stnff,
Althou~h you lived in Dover, you were »nart of

T see,
University Extension,



=
O

+
U

a

That's right., I had to coms un here and march in the
convention in parades (?) much to my astonishment which
I had never done in Indiana,

Where did you live on the Green?

Twenty=~four. Twenty-four the Green,

Did you know Mrs, Ridgely?

Very well. Across-the-GCreen neighbor, ha, ha. We knew
her and admired her very much,

How long did you live in Dover, and how long were you
the Kent County Agent?

We were there three years, We were there from November,
not November, December 1, 1918, to uh, I think we came
up here in the fall of 1921,

Did you bring Mrs. Cobb with you or did she come with you
from Indiana?

Not only that. We grewwp in the same ftown, and I delivered
milk to her hourse,

Onr familieg even had been friends for vears,
Oh, that was nice.
We had known each other since we were children,

When wag your first, . . Well, then 2t the end of the
time on the Dover Green, you came to Newark?

We came to Newark, South College Avenue,

Z

When was that? Oh, in 1921,
1921.

Could you tell us something about Newark in 16217 And
what were your first impressions?

Go on, you had something,
Well, it was definitely a small town 2nd a crossroads,
There was what is now Main Street which went to Wilmington
and on out to the wilds. Then there was South College



MSC:  (Cont'd)

Avenue which we called Depot Road bhecause the Penn-
sylvania Railroad Station was where it is now but it
was very important. A good many neople commuted to
Wilmington to work, and we didn't have any very nice
stores in Newark then, And w2 had to go to Wilmington
practically to buy a spool of thread. Now we have
perfectly wonderful stores here,

RB: What were gome of the people that you remember most
vividly when you were here in the early part, in the
Y20's”?

MCs You've got a better memory for people than I,

MSC: At the moment I can't think of veople., We knew of
course the college peonle right away, who were very
nice to us and very good friends.

RR: Dr. Sifford, for sxample?

MsC:  Oh, yes, we adnired him,

MC:  Young man from Dover,

MSC: We admired him very much and were very proud of him,

MC: Harry Hayward was Dircector of Extension and Dean of the
School of Agriculture when T came here,

RB: Yow long was he Dean?
MO I don't know how long he had been Dean. He was only

Dean and Director about two years I think after T came,
There was a typical faculty disagreement zoing on that
“terminated his stay. My interview with Dean Hayward

to come to Delaware was a rather interesting highlight

of life, Arrangement was made for me to to meet him at
Columbug, Ohio, during the National Dairy Show. He was
very much interested in dairy cattle, and I was too as

far as that is concerned. And I went to Columbus and
checked into the hotel. I was sitting around. . . First
of all, this was during the terrible flu evidemic during
1918. I remember the station in Columbus was full of
coffins, And around about dinnertime that night T cor-
menced to develop a sore throat and eventually practically
lost my voice. I was sitting in the hotel lobby, and a
young man came up to me and introduced himself and asked
me 1if I was me, And he introduczsd himsgelf as R. 0, Boslin,
who was then County Agricultural Agent in New Cactle
County, and a former Purdue grad, And he had been desig-
nated to entertain me until Dean Hayward showed up. And
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I whispered and tried to talk the best I could. And Dean
Hayward did show up, and we talked for a few minutes, He
said, "You have a very bad sore throat. T sugzest that

you come with me and we'll go into the bar.,"” I thought,
that's funny. FHe called to the bartender and said, "Fix
this young man a tall, hot lemonade.," He said, "Drink

that and g0 to bed and meet me at breakfast tomorrow morning,
and we'll talk about Delaware." So I d4id, and in the
morning his remedy worked fine, I was able to talk very
nicely.

Well, he took care of first things Ffirst,
That's right.

Yes, ha, ha,

e

We ate breakfast, Nothing was said about coming to
Delaware until w» were finished, Then he said,"Sn voulre
interested in coming to Delawars," T gald, "Yes, T think

T an," And k2 =aid, "Enil Ponce has told me a cood deal
ahout you. What an“nh do you zo to?" T eaid that at
that time I was zoing to the Ta aptist, We'd heen hrousht
up Baptist, He Oawd "o t0ld me wvou like to sing.” T
sald, "Yeg, T dn," He gaid, "What part do you sing?" I
said, "I sing b»ass," "How soon car you come to Dalaware?"
Ha, ha, ha,

Ha, ha,
It turned out he was the director of the Praghyterian

choir, ha, ha, That was my total intervi=w for coming
to Delaware,

e
QO
joy
)
H‘
-
£
ot

thinzs first.

.

Right.
So you changed from Raptist to Presbyterian in a huvrry?

Oh, well that's another story, too, In the meantime in
Dover we joinasd the Ncbhodls+ church because the Baptist
church didn't av»neal to us in many ways, So we started
going to a Methodigt church hrere, but we cshovrved around
and we'd had some experience in moving around with
churches ard choirs T'd directed., 3By that time I'd
directed three choirs., Shortly after we came out here
though, the Preshyterians avnroached me, Dean Hayward
was gone by that time, And they asked me if T would
congider ﬂwvnc+1wv their choir, and T eaid, "No, I1'd
had ny fill of directine chnirs for while, 1I'd bhetter
atick to my own huginess.," VYothing was s2id about it
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for a while, About zix months later I was approached
again, and they said, "We'd still like to have you come
and direct the choir." And I said, "No, I still don't
feel that I want to." They said, "But the board had a
meeting last week and decided to vay $40 a month," I
said, "Il take it," ha. ha, We were somewhat hard up
with two growing youngsters at that time. So I was
bought into the Pregbyterian church, Purchased is a
better word, ha, ha, That's a little far afield from
being County Agricultural Agent in Extension work in
Delaware ag compared to Indiana.

That might be (muffled) .

Yes,
They wanted your voice.

I found some things quite similar here, INethods of
counting crops and livestock, Some were more advanced
and some were less advanced, At least we felt so. '
Orchard things were new to me, Orchards, veaches were
still a big leading crop in Delaware at thzat time,.

When did the peach blight come?

Oh, the peach blight camealong way hefore my time. When

the peach blight hit-~you're vnretty well informed yourself--
the peach center wag around Middletown in New Castle

County.

I know, They used to grow .

Ohs yes.

And the blight came along, and out a stop to it. They
didn'*t have a remedy for 1t.

Chestnuts had hanpen the same thing, didn't it, chestnutc?

That was a different kind of hlizht, Theyv happened about

the same +time, T guess. Well eventually they developed
maybe a better method, bhut they were successful in growing
then in Kent and Sugsex Counties, and that was the big
center of fruit vroduction when T came here,

Was that a major part of your work then, a new kind of
work for yon?

A new kind of work, T had to zet my ear close to the ground.
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And, uh, of course let's straighten out the three phases
of agricultural work as conducted by the land grant
colleges, which were the colleges that were sent up under
the Land Grant Act of Congress in 1867, I think it was,
which allotted certain lands to the universities, These
could be used in many forms to set up agricolleges that
would teach agriculture and the mechanical arts. So that
it divided into three steps after Extension was conceived,
The research job in the experimastation (?) sought after
facts, conducted research, and developed new varieties and
new methods, The college itself, in its classroom work,
taught those known facts to students who went back and
became farmers or leaders., The Extension Division took
those facts and bypassed the classroom, It took the facts
directly to the farmers as individuals or as groups. And
we taught to a certain extent by demonstration, We'd say,
"John Jones used a particular new type of fertilizer on
his farm."

RB: And this was why we developed into the largest agricultural
producing country? Probably,.

MC

Well, it certainly had a good deal to do with it, And
when John Jones got his demonstrated plot started, we
invited his neighbors to come down and observe it two

or three times during the season as an example of what we
did. And Extension was taking the information from the
experimastation and classroom to the farm family in the
form of the County Agent working with the men and home
demonstration working with the women and later 4-H Clubs
working with the children. Did T make that clear?

RB: Yes. You tegan your County Agent's work in Delaware in
Kent and then, when you moved to Newark, - were you still
based, were you working still rainly in Kent County?

MC: No, I came to Newark as no longer a County Agent but the
State Leader of the L-H Club work,

RB: Oh, And was that just started then in 1918 or 19217

MC s No, L-H clubwork started in. . . Well, actnally, it started
in 1906 before there was any federal legislation, It
started in 1906 in Texas. Tmmm, T forzet the man's name
who innovated or discovered the means of combatting the
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.

boll weevil in cotton, and he went, used this demonstration
method to show how that could be handled, And in New York
State then some individual show was started, but it really
began in 1914 with the passage of the Smith Lever Act which
granted federal extension service under the Department of
Agriculture and created monies for the setting up of exten-
sion services in several states which became known as
cooperative extension work because the finances in most
states were borne cooperatively by the federal government,
state approvriations, and county appropriations, We still
have some small county approoriations here in Delaware
which have helped get the legislation. I know because T
was!located in Dover at the time it was brought uvp.

R®E: When was that? That wag before '21 then?

MO That was in 1920, I guess. It was known as the Farm
Bureau Bill. The Farm Bureaus were organized about that
time., It was an organization of farmers that worked
cooperatively in, oh, sundry activities, such as crop
production, crop marketing, or purchase of livestock.,
And they, theoretically, were an advisory groun to the
extension service and to the County Agricultural Agent.
Very often he gerved as secratary of the County Farm
Bureau or Cournty Farm Bureaus of the State Farm Rureau
and still are today a good, strong organization,.

RE: Did you find a ready reception for the L~H program?

MC: It went like wildfire right from the start., It started
in Kent County in Houston., Dewey Sap (?) was the first
boy 4-H Club member and Corn Club member, and T had the
pleasure of meeting his grandson not too many years ago

who was attending agricultural school here,

RE: Oh, now he is? )

¥C: Yes., That wag three or four vears ago, I guess. The
work, . . MH=H clubwork is very simple, 1In those days
it consisted of corn clubs, dairy clubs, uvh. , , Dairy

and livestock clubs were the big clubs, We didn't have
much beef cattle in Delaware at that time. Girls were
cooking and sewing, Cooking included canning fruit, and
canning clubhs and so forth and so on,
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Well, did you miss some of the Indiana farm life with
large fairs and larger operations or did you like the
smaller state?

The operations were not any larger on the farms, The

farms were not as large as some of the farms here. Some
of the farms around Middletownwere 200 or 250 acres, and
the average farm in Indiana was probably around 75 acres,

You mentioned M, O, Pence and R, 0, Boslin, and you men=-
tioned a man whose name was T, T. Martin and what did

they call you when you worked professionally at the ag
school? Did you have a nickname, or did you go by initials
too?

Well, friends called me A.D.

Well, did that go with agricultural faculty, do you
think~--using initials?

H, ha. I don't think so. BRecause later on when I worked
in Washington with the Treasury Department, everybody

was initials and violated the franking privilege by signing
their names that way or using their first names instead

of using full names to write letters.

Well, how did that have any connection with the franking
privilege?

Franking privileges are very specific about what the
franking privilege can be used for, You couldn't arrange
to have a luncheon reeting and say how much the lunch
was going to cost. That was advertising.

Oh.

I'd better not go into that., It's very detailed, ha, ha,
Oﬁ; well,

Governmental policy,

Well, what about your. . . Then you worked with the 4-H
program and that was beginning in '21, was it?

No, it began in 1914 when was agricultural
agent in. . .

No, I meant when you came to Newark; when you took over
after having besen Kent County Agent,
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Yeah,'I.became State Leader succeeding T, T, Martin.
Right. Well then how long did vou do that job?

Oh, well, I'm not quite sure. It lasted on until T left
the University in '43. I was Boys Club Leader in 1921
until about 1925, And then they combined 4-H and County
Agent work, so I was State Leader of County Agents which
was County Agricultural Agentsand 4-H Club Agents in
1925 to about 1929 when -I was made Assistant Director

of Extension which gave me some administrative authority
over all three phases of Extension work: L4-H, home
demonstration, and County Agricultural Agents.

Well, the Extension program was expanding all this time,

Very much so. The Extension program when I came here
consisted of a director and the State Leader of County
Agents., The State Leader of Boys Club work. And the
State Leader of Home Demonsitration work veriod, That

was it, Now I attended a recent meeting of Extension
Fraternity for old farm extension workers here. I think
there were about 60 people present, So it has grown .
guite a bit, There were no svecialists, We had the

first specialist apply to the Extension Service in oh
about 1929, A poultry specialist, And he was supposed
to know the whole works about the poultry business and
transmit it personally and throuzh the Extension agents

as well., That's the best way T can describe that. And
later on they developed dairy svecialists, oh there are

a whole flock of them now. I wouldn't begin to try to
enumerate them. There were., . . Part of them were part-
time Extension and part-time exverimastation, entomology

I know. Men who headed up the entomology work, Got part
of his pay from Extension and part from the Experimastation,
Now the same was true of the agronomists., I don't remember,
now, that's too far away.

You mentioned that you worked with the U, S, Treasury
Department.

That was after 1043,
And what was. . . You were there then during the war?

Why, very much so., 1 became. ., , Well, first of all,
my first exverience federally began in 1934, I was
invited by . Working here in a small
state in Extension, you had, where they didn't have
svecialists in lots of thinsgs, you renresented a lot
of things somebody had to do, Revresent some of the
oconomic factors and land use planning factors, and so
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as Director, or Assistant Director, I got involved in a
number of different kinds of actlvv ties and meetings.

And all up and down the, . . were zgrouns of the original
thirteen states, the Northeastern Division, And I vot to
know the heads of the agricultural devartments of the
various states and extension work and something about
their work. Well I was invited to join the old Federal
Emergency Relief administration in 1934, I requested a
six-~month leave of absence, which was what they suggested,
to work under an old friend, Harry Hopkins. And as, they
didn't use the word director, I was Advisor or the
Thirteen Northeastern States . My title

was Advisor for the Rural Rehabilitation Division of the
Federal Emergency Relief Administration. That was my
title, ha, ha., And. ., .

That was a place you could have used initials, ha, ha,
Ha, ha, yes.

We did, F.E.R.A. and R,R.D., and so forth.

Well, that was a tremendous job, wasn't it?

It was a hig jobh. They were moving the Relief people
from one of the Pennsylvaniz branches when the mines

were cloged., Theyv moved grouns of families down to
West Virginia and set up a far“1n" cormmunity, Tt helns
out the commuﬂlt Oh thov 1eavned cron weavingz and

furniture mskln,, and the avrvcnltural part came in and
they raised gardens and mllk To zet milk, T bought I
don'®t know how many milk goats for one outfit that was
foreign-born people who were familiar with using goats.

Did you find that a very creative thing to do?

Creative and challenging and there was a2 lot of money
wasted. People were reaching out. The money was allotted
to the states and, . . .

You needed to use it, and you needed to get it to those
peoble,

They had a hurricane up in Maine that blew down a whole
apple orchard, It blew the trees down, and through the
governor up there they put in claims for the loss for all
tthﬂ apole trees by the hurricane throuzh the guidance of
the Rural Rehabilitation. I never could auite figure that
one out., I'd better not into too much of this detail
because it involved too many things.
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But it is important histdrically, about the new approaches

Yeah, there were lots of things done. We traded Pennsylvania
coal for Alabama cotton; we set up a slaughterhouse arrange-
ment in Boston. They had a bunch of unenbloyed butchers

who banded together, and they shipped in ; cattle
from Minnesota, And they slaughtered them and sold them

and made . e e

And you were head of the program for those, the thirteen
states, the Eastern Division?

For the-Rural:Rehabilitationrmend of it., I had to take
people, the State Advisor, or the State Director,

» and it was a very complicated thing,
It worked., . . To a certain extent, I don't know how
vermanent .

Was that about the first major cooperative effort of that
kind, a coordinating effort between states?

I don't know. It was the kind of cooperative that we'd
been teaching and asking the farmers to work together and
combine thejr activities.

What did you do after that federal job?

T came back here to the University until the Treasury job
developved, and then I was Regional Director for the same
reason. Azain, for the rural sale of war bonds. There
were war bonds then,

Oh.

And that ran from West Virginia to Maine.

Well, did you have to go up and down there? Did you keep
traveling?

Did I have to go up and down! Presgue Isle, Maine, at 32
below zero! Ha, ha.

Ha, ha,
Where were vou, Alma, while all this was going on?
Rizht here, ha, ha.

library.
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RB: When did you start working at the library?

MSC: I didn't fhink you would ask me that because T don't
remember,

RB: Would you say in the thirties?

MSC: Do you remember?

MC: I don't know, Before I went to Washington?

MSC: I was a part-time worker, just, not full times; and I had
told Mr, Lewis when he asked me if I'd like to work that
I didn't know an earthly thing about library work, and

he said. . .

MC: That wasn't exactly true because she was "Vrs, Library"
for Newark Library.

MSC: Not then., I began at the colleze first,
MC: In your Century Club experience, didn't you

the library be moved out of private.
homes into the o0ld Academy Building?

MSC:  Oh, no,

MC: Yes you did, ha, ha,

MSC: Ha, ha. Anyhow,

MCe Don't record the vprivate discussions, ha, ha,

MSC: I loved workinz at the college library, and Mr. Lewis was
very nice to me. And at the Christmas holiday he had me
come down to the library and stay right with him for the
week, and he taught me all I knew, And he was very kind
and very helpful, And then they employed me at very low
wage, but at least it was something.

RB: It was interesting to do?

MsC: Oh, very.

MC: She's a bookworm.

MSC: And I was sorry when I became the age that they had to
retire me because of age,

MC:  So then she went back to her first love, the Newark Library,
She wags Agsistant Librarian. She rad brer on the commission
for I don't know how many vears,
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Here in Newark,

Working for the governor, wasn't it? She carries Card -
No, -1 for the Newark Library. :

Do you?

They have just been very nice to me.

N

,Isn't thaf good

And I.'»

D1d you go to the dlnner in Junﬁ--or in May? The Library,
Friends of the Library dinner? L -

No.

We didn't go this time. We have been to, , .
T really think Card 1 should be there,.

Ha, ha.

Card 1 was getting a llttle rioped, older and the like,.
Am I Card 272

L 4 .

No, I don't think you are,

We don't go as often as we used to and as far,
Or at night.

No., Well, Umm. . .

Well, we jumped from agriculfure pretty quickly,

Well, I was just thinking about realizing that you
really remained based in Newark even thouzh yon had
these federal jobs. And your children were growing un
and going to school here,

Yes,

I had to live in Washington for the Rural Rehabilitation
job in '34, That was my basic h°adﬂuar+org, and I traveled
back and forth to work from Washinzgton., Later on with

the Treasury, I still lived in Washington in a 2' x 4°
room, I think Newark was basically my headquarters, but

I spent more time in Washington because they went and
decided I had some kind of an economist quirk, and we
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(comtra)

were doing a lot of Statistical work, I vproduced a map
of the United States showing the agricultural income by
counties,

For the whole United States, which was quite a,

* .

Thab took a lot of tlme, didn't it? Like the geodetlc
survey.

Oh, several months. Other than, . . I dld it in color,
different color for the different, $500,000, or $1,000,000,
and so forth., Handed it over to my dlrpctor, and he said,
"That's very pretty, A.D., Did you know I was colorblind?"
Ha, ha.

Ha, ha,

I had to do the whole thing over again, in black and white
and crosschecks, ’

Well, was it published in the black and white because he
was colorblind or was it published in the color?

Oh, it was published in black and white, photocopies,and
distributed to various states., The big one was framed and
hung in the office of the National Director, That

Do you think it's there now?
I doubt it,.

I don't know whether, . . The office has been moved so
many times, I doubt very much., I don't know where the
office is now.

What about your children? You said you had two children?
Three,

Three?

Our two older children are graduates of Delaware, and then
our younger one, who now lives in Houston, Texas, decided

he wanted to go to Florida, And he's a graduate of the
University of Florida in Gainesville
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MC: That was because his sister was living in Florida and

he visited down there and. . . >
MSC: And loved it.
- MC: He had a better course down there than what he had, . .
What he was interested in was forestry at first, but he
changed over to architecture and majored
in that and graduated in that. But it's a far cry from
what he is now. ‘ e ‘
RB: Whaﬁ's he doing now?
MSC: He's with the Veterans® Administration.
MC ¢ Yeah, but that title always gets away from me,.
MSC: Oh, it's miles.
MCq He has the overseas okays for all the federal loans that
are made for federal housing for veterans.
RB: Oh.
MG (inaudible) finance officer,
RR: Wow ,
MSC: Wow, is right:
MC: Memory is running out again. There were several interesting
things that happened in 4-H in my time. One thing, when T

took over, each L-H Club groun--a clubh would be a groun of
children mixed or maybe all girls or all boys or eventually
they got them mixed up, which was natural at that period

of adolescence, The local leader--we had a local leader,
unpaid, a volunteer leader for each group. I+t was heing
done the easy way by havinz a schoolteacher, And the clud
meeting was held in the school, vresumably after hours; and
the teacher was the local leader, Well, it got terribly
nixed up with schoolwork and gom2 school adninistrators
claimed it interfered with schoolwork, And gome teachers
didn't know or care anythingz about or didn't want to know
anything about what they wers trying to do. And some
parents were kind of discaboberated (?)., So I set out to
eatablish local leaders who were farm peonle-~-men and
women~-and not of the gchool dewnmartment, We eventually

0ot it disassociated; and that's the way it is now and

it's so much better., Yet, meople whose whole lives were
dendicated to that. . . T knew one who juct died this last
vear, T can't think of her name now, She'd been a local
leader with me bhack in the twentieg and was still a local
leader when she died this lact year, So we got it disassoci-
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ated from the school and avoided some confusion there
between that and the F.F.,A. work which is the teaching
in high schools of agriculture. Another thing I saw
develop was the Harrington Fair which has become one

of the finest--it's called a state fair now--it was one
of the finest county fairs in the country and was recov-
nlzed as such at one tlme.

RB: They had harness track,ydldn't they? 7

MC They had a local harness track down there. Some of the
local boys used to have Saturday afternoon racing. They
decided to have a fair. .

RB: Oh, did the track precede the fair?

MC: The track was there and. . . | o

- RB: Oh.
MO The inside of the track was vplanted with wheat,
RB: Oh.
MC: They'd harvest the crop of wheat in July and have the

fair in August, the first one. It was a pretty good
fair, too. I worked very close to those things. Ernest
Raleigh was secretary of Kent & Sussex Fair Association
which was what they called it, And I helped with the
preparation of the first premium list, I also helped
with the first judging. And we held our 4-H Club., , ,
RB: My grandfather, Fred Brady, was active in that,
MC: Yeah,
i M3C: I bet he was.,

MCe We had a L4-H Club Department set up within the Fair in
a gpecial exhibit for their produce and livestock and
canned fruit, everything that they could produce, And
they ordered svpecial premium money for the L-Hers not
competing with any other open classes, The first
exhibit was held in a couple of abandoned cattle sheds.
They were probably full of fleas, ha, ha, ha,

RB: Hot?
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MC: That wasnpt so good so I was instrumental--I have -2 use
that word--in having or in planning the present 4-% Zlub
building., I suggested those plans to the directors -nd
it was built accordingly, primarily to suit the nee+«: of
the type of exhibits that were put on plus educationazl
sort of things that were put up., There were some migs*akes
in it. The windows were too high, or not high enough
rather, and a few things like that. But that helped o
strengthen the work and get public opinion in back of it
as much as any other one thing. The cooperation of the
Fair Association was wonderful, -
in L4-H that goes on today. I can see the idea of perpetu-
ating 4-H interest after they reach the age--the ages
were from 12 to 21, I think, 20 or 21, And after that
they were out., So I decided to outline an organization
to be known as the Links in the 4-H Club Chain. And each
year we had elected from each county=-=L don't remember
whether it was three or four--Youth Links that were
decided by the club members themselves or with the aid
of the 4-H Club Agents. And we had a rather impressive
ceremony uv here, the Annual Boys Club Camn, I think
they call it now., We called it _ Three Days
on the Campus., And that final night we inductad the new
Links into the Chain. We all got out on the campus in
front of. . «

MSC: Mitchell Hall.

MC e Mitchell Hall. We joined hands, 1it the candles, and
taps sounded, and it was kind of impressive, And the
idea was that these, hecoming adult people, would con-
tinue their interest in b-H and help out. One of the
evidences of that is, as far as I know today, at least
the last time I attended the fair at Harrington, the
L-H Links were conducting a very successful restaurant
down there that served meals to most of the neonple that
ate at the fair.

RB: Good?

MC: And raised money that went towards supvorting Boys Club
work.
RB: Did Links go out of Delaware? Did other states take

that idea un?

[GAeX They had different thonzhts. It became an all-star in
Maryland and, ha, ha, T didn't like Maryland's system,.
Sorry, Maryland, T don't know whether it's zoing on
today or not. RBut they had an Indian arranzement and
they had, . .
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"They had war dances and,:oh, war headdresses; and they
had big chiefs. And you became an all-star menber
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Oh;‘like Pocahontas?

which corresvonded somewhat to our Links, I didn't
like that Indian chief, TI thought they'd better stick
to L,'—Ho' ; :

Mmm, hmmm. What are some of your ideas now? You've had

a long life and a long career in agriculture., What do
you see as the biggest problems that were seen in Amerlcan
agrlcul'tu):‘e‘7 _

Keeplng agriculture going for one thing. Uh, uh, produc-
tion at light levels, . . I guess I'1ll go back to the
time when Henry Wallace was Secretary of Agriculture and
produced. the oh, AAA, in American Agriculture administra-
tion with the idea of maintaining an even production, If
we had too much production, slow it down, If we didn't
have enough, hoop it up. That was after World War T,

And that resulted in a lot of criticism, These stories
about burning little pigs in straw stacks and so forth
which weren't true. It became a political foothall to

a certain extent. But agriculture has progressed with
the times, and the need for land-use planning--I dabbled
with land-use planning at one time., George, uh., . .
There was a combination of little jobs thrown in my lap.
Land-use planning in Delaware in 1938 or 39, along in
there, was a tremendously proper (?) idea, And I believed
in it, and. . .

And you still do?

T still. . . Well,: everybody does now, Land-use planning
is a big project everywhere, rural and urban.

Do you see, in Delaware particularly, a major threat in
terms of the argument about the coastal zone and developers
moving in to oven land?

Well the coastal zone doesn't affect agriculture too much
as I knew it, Marshland agriculture affected was ducks
and muskrats.

Well, what T was really thinking about. . .



MR. & MRS. ALEZX COB3 - p,22

RB: Was taking over what will havpen if they changed it, It
would seem to me that the oil coming in and tanks that
will be built to hold the 0il and other kinds of arrange- =
ments around those, big things will take over some farm-
land. .

MC: It won't be that much agricultural land, I don't think.
As I know. . . If I know the geography, that was, . .
The things over in Delaware City didn't infringe on too
much land., The land that Shell bought down around Smyrna
was marshland. . . ‘ -

RB: Oh.,

MC: It woﬁld have to be filled in and what. It would have %o
be close to the water, and close to the water in Delaware
is marsh. Unless they've changed things.

RB: Well, what about develovment. Do you see Delaware as
threatened or not?

MC: The threat to Delaware agriculture is vopulation, You'vs
got practically no agricultural, ., . Comvaratively, you've
got no agriculture in New Castle County today., North of
the Canal, it's all people--houses and condominiums and
roads. '

RB: Mwm, hmmm. Well, what happened. . .

MCe In other words, when I came here there were around 16,000
farms in Delaware., Today, the last figure I saw, which
was a year or two ago, was around 6,000,

RR: Uh, Mr, Cobb, what does that mean? Is it possible that
we'll have so many people that we won't have enougzh land
to grow food for them? What will hapven?

MCq We've still got lots of land. We've still got some waste-
land in Delaware. " I've seen a lot of land in Florida,
even as rapid growth as Florida makes it, and it can be
utilized by clearing up the land. I traveled across the
country--T haven't done very much of that in the last five
or six or eight years--~-but you see vlenty o land that can
still be utilized and. . . Tt'll be a difference now,
though., If we're not doing it already, T wouldn't be
surprised but what we are, the good deal of milk that's
coming in to the homes in Delaware, i1s coming from as
far West as Michigan and Wisconsin and have heen for a
number of years. And butter, and whoever, nobody ever
hothers making butter in Delaware anymore, Not for forty
years. No more creamers, The dairy industry has
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(Cont'd)

And that middle section of the country. . . You won't g
see very many dairy herds any more. Un here the price

of labor has restricted that, and there was a tendency

towards larger farms. But the small farm of 100 acres
will not produce enough to justify the cost of the equin-
ment that has to go into it. The minimum figure on
equipment that I've seen somewhere is $70,000 just for
machinery to operate the farm because it's a one-man

job. The owner operated it because he had to compete
with industry for labor. The farm laborer is nonexistent.

Then what is the answer fb'all of that? 1Is there going
to be conglomerate farming then?

We have large farms here, like the Townsend farms in
Sussex County and a couple of big farms in Newton,

y Bridgeville, and they operate a good
voultry and farm machinery business as a company, What's
going to become, that's the biz question that I wouldn'®t
dare contemplate at all because too many minds are involved
in trying to figure that out that it's a county agent's
progzram., The exnerimastation program was involvad not
so much in getting new varietiess of grain or better

the better use of what we have,

What about the vossibility of smaller, less exvensive,
equipment? Don't they make any small tractors?

There isn't any such beast., The tractor won't bale hay.
You take one machine into the field and it harvests the
crain and thrashes it (?) and btags it right as it coes
throuzh the field and dumps it all up into a wagon tht
goes along behind it.

But it's very expensive,
Yes,

Very. Thirty or forty thousand dollars. I don't know,
I'm too far away from it.

When did you retire?

I was retired in 1957. Well, after the Treasury Devartment
as director for the Rural Program of War Bond sales in the
Northeastern states, that dwindled, disanprared as such at
the close of the War and a lot of the field work was donhe
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(Cont'd)

away with and right conveniently when that haopened, I
was invited to continue as dirsctor for the thirteen
Northeastern states in the Farm Labor Program which was
being conducted by the Agricultural Extension Service
nationally., To meet the crisis which developed during
the War when farm labor had all gone to work industrially,
we were importing Jamaicans and Puerto Ricans and heaven
knows what other ends of the earth were in here to pick
apples, harvest crops, tomatoes. . .

That\ﬁegan that trend then, that we still have?

Migrant labor thing developed, and the same problems were
existing in 1946 and '48 and I worked with them, just as
they have today. Proper housing., Up in arms to do some-
thing about it, and they're still up in arms doing some-
thing about it; and I don't know whether they've done
anything about it or not.

One of the vroblems there, isn't it, is what you said
about competing in the labor market? If the farmer
does everything he is supposed to do for the migrant
laborer, he has a hard time breaking even in some cases,
doesn't he? -

That's right. The farmer has zot to make a living, He
can only take so much for labor and meet the expense for
equipment and marketing and so forth, That's one of the
big problems to be resolved, But anyway, T snent two

years on that deal, seeing the Maine potatn growers got
pickers, We took trainloads of neovnle. ., .

Gosh?
« ¢« » From West Virginia up there. . .
What a joh! -

Well, that was a wonderful job., We had the lahor camps.
They had to be equipped with cots and blankets, cooking
utensils, find a place for them, One day I went to the
office and the boss said--I forget the fellow's name--but
"So and so is sick. You're taking over the Army surplus
job, getting camps equipped." Maine wanted 300 Arny cots
for potato vickers, and some place else wanted 1000 cups,
Cups without handles of all things, Cookinz eguipment,
We bought a VA hospital in West Virginia
for a farming camp (?). We bought some outfit down

in VMaryland, southern Maryland,; had a farming camn; and
we imported Jamaicans for the fruit-picking areas of West
Virzinia, And az goon as they landed, they went on strike
for more money, And they spolka the most nerfect English
and resented very much the color lines that were beling
drawn g0 we had a merry time, Pbut we got the crops
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(Conf'd)

hafﬁested. Thaf.ended in, . . Things seemed to fall
in line very nicely, and about the tim2 that ended the
State Director of the Savings Bond Program--the War

Bond Program had become the Savings Bond Program--
resigned. And I don't remember which came first, I
think Alma called me up and said she heard about the
resignation and maybe wouldn't I like it and come back

to Delaware again,. ha, ha, I'd been commutinz all this

Aﬁd>h§fe I'd been staying. ; o v ’ ;j?w;;;--

Wit Cobb (?). And I thought that was an excellent idea;
and I guess within an hour after her call, the old boss
over at the Treasury Department called me and asked me
the same question. And I thought that was very nice., It
actually was a promotion. So I became State Director of
the Savings Bond Program in 1948, I guess, and remained
so until 1957. I always maintain I wasn't a salesman,
but I had good luck, I had good active local leadershinp,
amd the record shows that we sold 3130 million worth of
savings bonds while I was around anyway. And I was told
by my Washington director when I came up here that, ., .
Well I asked, I said, "What's the situation in Delaware?"
I guess ‘things hadn't been going too well, I had heard,.
"Well,"” he said, "Delaware ranks forty-eizhth," and he
said, "Well, A, D,, it's all the way you can do 1s to zo
un'" ~

At that time, that was the lowest state.

Yes.

That was all we had.

And I had the satisfaction of being called up to stand
up and take congratulations at a national convention in
Duluth, I think it was, of all places, The records were
just in for that year, and Delaware was No., 1. And I
turned it over to my successor as No. 1, ~

Wasn't that wonderful!l

Wasn't it?

That's not the total number of bonds sold, but . ., .

Rank per capita?
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Rank per quota.
Per quota,

We were assi
sold, the bi

OOI’.
oo
D0

ed a quota every year; and the more you
er the quota got,

Isn't that great?
It feit good.

Well.‘then, you were here in Newark as- the Director of
the Savings Bond Program, or was that in Wilmington?

That's right, that's right.
In Newark?
Yeah, I used a Washington office

once in a while to get some information quick if we
needed it,.

Well, then, you actually left the University when?
L3,

|[_!,3'

Yeah,

But you always liked the community of Newark?

Oh, ves!

Definitely, that's home, Home to us and home to the
children. (unclear)

We love Newark,

Well, what about it, though? Haven't you considered
being where it's nice and warm, where yovur children are?
Or do you just have so many friends. . .7

We've bheen down there where our children are, where it's
nice and warm., It's a lot hotter and more uncomfortable
than 90 degrees is here, 01d valm trees rattling., Too
much gameness. Not enough . But, oh, at
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MC:  (Cont'd)
night we used to go back and forth for a month in the winter
time sometimes (?), and it was a little bit cold coming
back; but it was nice to get back., And, people. I've
always felt that, if I've cultivated anything, it was
people.

RB: Well, &hat about the., . . Do you go to the Presbyterian
Church up here on Main Street now?

MC: I certéinly do. We just had a meeting of the old-timers
that have been their members more than fifty years, and
it turned out I was the oldest man who had signed up.

RB: You've seen many changes during your career, beginning
when the County Agent's job and Extension were nearly
new. What about some of the personalities that you
worked with that you might not have mentioned?

MC: Well, personalities go hand in hand with some of the
activities which have been important to the development
of agriculture. At the same time I came to work in Kent
County, M. C. Vavchn, Malloy Vauchn, came to work from
Mississippi in Sussex County. R. 0. Bosman was still
County Agent in New Castle County at that time., The
three of us worked as a team, We traded knowledze and
backgrounds to a certain extent., T had a bhackzround in

ﬁﬂlvvwnv and in ﬂ%rtwﬂMTQr alfalfa ~rowing, T aometimen
went down into Snssex County and worked with Vauzhn on
those probhlems, Pogman was also interested In dalﬁy.

We didn't have specialists, as I mentioned some tinme ago,
We had to he snecialists for each othnar, One thing that
we all engage d in that has hbacome very imvortant in
Delaware was the introduction of varieties of soyheans
which would be more adapltable to uses which were being
developed for soybeans., Soybeans have been grown )

in Delaware before.we came here, There was a yellow bean,
But there was a bhlack soybean that was brwnvln" much
hizgher prices. In the Middlewest, they were zround up
for livestock feed., So the University Extension Service
obtained several bushelsg of black sovhean seed and distri-
buted them among the three County Agents, And we took
those seed and inoculated it for the nitrogen-producing
bacteria which it takes to grow a good cromn
which in those days was done by taking gsoms s0il from

an old alfalfa bed that had the nitrogen in it, Roy,
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MC:  (Cont'd) ' S

we did roll it with é rolling »in on the desktop or on
.The floor until we got it dust-like. Then we dusted
that seed with this nitrogen-producing soil,

RB: Waslthat pretty primitive? The way of doing it?

MC: Yes, it was pretty primitive, Nowadays you can buy it
in a can. And we had distributed these soybeans in
small samples so we got the orders (?) to growing enough
to produce more seed, Eventually, whereas the old yellow
soybean had been selling for about $.75/bushel, we were
selling and shipping the black soybean out to the Middle-
west for as much as $3.50 and $b.00/bushel. And soybeans
were becoming more important as livestock feed, but
Henry Ford was also making automobile bodies out of it,
And they were making soybean flour. And gradually the
soybean business develored; new varieties developed here
at the Delaware Experimastation until today soybeans have
bhecome almost if not guite the most important grain crop
in Delaware and supplanted corn and wheat. You don't see
very man wheat fields any more, You see lots of soybheans.
It's become a very important vart of our agriculturzl
production. And that was due vrimarily to the work of
those of us who were primary Extension workers that helved
do that. I think perhaps I had a little bit to do with
the imnrovement of alfalfa varieties. I had had some
experience on my home farm in Indjana in the growing of
alfalfa and realizing the valuve of the right seed and
prover use of lime, In Indiana I had ordered svecial
varieties of alfalfa seed from Nebraska which did very
well there and T tried it out here eventually, It resulted
in--I think we had two freichtcar loads of alfalfa seed
brought into Kent County. It took the place of the
varieties that were beirig used and turned out to bs much
more satisfactory. And to save money, Vauchn in Sussex
County brought seed up from his experi-
ence in the South. And is now heing
grown in lower Delaware as a pasturs crop with considerable
satisfaction. Incidentally, as an interesting thing, his
son, who had been working for one of the oil companies in
Saudi Arahia for many years, And he visited his son three
or four years ago; and, as a reasure of good faith, he toonk
along a small three~ or four-pound haz of
seed and gave it to the commisaioners of agriculture of
Sandi Arabia to help improve their pasture crons, 7T don't
know how well it worked,
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They don'*t have to wbrry too much about improving many

crovs right now,

Oh, we changed the complexion of hog production, hog

" breeds, hog breeds at least. hogs

‘were in, were more generally in use apparently in

‘Delaware when I came here. And they were for good

looks except for a very pug nose, also for very small :
‘litters and., . . I had been working with a Pole & China (?)
“Hog Owners Association in Middlewestern Indiana. And

.thej conceived the idea of bringing in two carloads of

red Pole & China sows to be sold at auction no matter what
they cost. The Pole & China Association purchased them

as an advertising stunt. And those sows did their work,

“and we got those Pole & China pigs pretty well all over

the state. They're a heavier breed, very productive.

What about hogs; do we have nmuch of a hog production in
Delaware now?

Have what?
T don't know,

We don't have much hog production in Delaware now, do
we?

Welve got one man down in Sussex County, that the last I
heard of, had 300 sows and two litters apiece with an
averaze of five or six per litter, that's a lot of vnigs.
We don%¥t see them as we drive,

No.

Mo, and we don't smell themn.

No.

No,

In Hohokus, N. J., (?) remember when they had all the
pig farmers there?

slop ¢ They had a little
af that around Wilmington years ago, Now you don't
see them. They're restricted to neopnle; snecialists,

Oh, it's not profitable for the individual farmer now,
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Rapa Brand scranvle went off and
I don't know if they raise hogs, but they provide a -
market for a larze amount of hogs which probably are

raised pretty locally in Sussex County. Beef cattle, at
the time when we were first starting in with our county
agricultural experiences, they said it was not profitable
to grow beef in Delaware. Pasture was not too good, and
competition from Western beef was too strong, Somehow or
other, beef became rather popular, With the scarcity of
labor, ‘the dairymen could no longer get anybody to handle
these milking problems, And, even with the milking machine,
which was i1t was a seven -day-a-
week job which the -dairy business is, So a lot of then
changed to beef cattle and utilized newer pasture methods:
and we have a lot of beef cattle down here in Delaware

pure red animals for sale for
breeding purnoses, but others for meat

The change. . . Strawberries at one time was a 1ead1nv
crop in Delaware, That's disapopeared along with the fruit
business, the peach business, the, . .

Because of the harvesting problem of labor mostly?

Partly. Partly labor and partly the ease of trahvnorting
things in cars with the refrigeration. Strawberriss from
Florida are a matter of just a few hours, Even air enters
into it now, and orangzes which were a delicacy are plenti-
ful the year round. It's just the competition bhecause of
transportation. But we can probably get to the point where
we could sum the whole thing un as far as I'm concerned or
we're concerned., Even though T've been away from the
agricultural program actively for over 30 years, I am

still interested in. it., I try to keep in touch with it,
with the developments, and take a certain amount of pride
in having bheen a member of an organization that has brought
about so many changes for the betterment of agriculture

and rural home life and a better understanding on the part
of all people in the state of the vproblems of zzriculture
and the importance of its operation. Tt's been interesting

a1

to us to have heen a part of it and to have bazome Delawareans.

Actually, T discovered after I came here some time that my
ereat grandfather had immigrated or migrated, whichever's
the best word, from Wilmington in 1820 on foot with hig
brother. Walked to Pittshurgh, built a raft, and floated
down the Ohio River and built a flour mill., And CGrandfather
was married, and CGrandmother waz horn, And when she was

two years old, they got homes on and camre back in a buck-
board to Wilmington to -visit their home folkd, So when



R e T L L A B s R A N A SO RS e N Y B B

MC:  (Contd)

.people in Delaware accuse me of being a foreigner as - ,
they used to in years gone by, I said, "I'm no foreizner, ~
I just came back home where Grandpa came from.," But,

we've loved Dslaware; and Delaware has been good to us,

(END OF INTERVIEW)
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