




































































































































































































































































LITTLE F.XCURSIONS WEEK BY ·:i-r::cK 
By Alice Dunbo.r Nelson 

(For Tho Associo.tod Negro Pross) 

Vfucm a. no.tion, c. r, co, a community, or an individual gets 
to tho point Yrhorc it has time to plo.y, you know tho.t it is a 
sign of procruss. For play in tho adult is evidence of work fin­
ished, leisure, culture. So ,·rhon vro roo.d hero nnd there thn.t 
tho Negro is beginning to take his leisure soriously, cmd sot 
himself up country clubs, golf courses, in addition to his ten­
nis tournamonts, foot-bo.11 matches, professional base bo.11 clubs 
and the like, wo fool thc.t ho is to.king on cul turo o.nd leisure, 
expanding, o.s it 1·rorc. 

All this anent tho National Country Club, which is not in 
Washington, D. C., nor yet in Bal timorv, but in Maryland, on the 
main high road, exo.ctly midway between tho trro cities, on tho B. 
and o. Railroad. Twenty-seven acres of lovely vroodland, hill­
side, and tiny vo.lloy, gurf_;ling rivulet, nine-hole golf course, 
groat Georgian houso, gracious swoop of lo.xm, mo.gnificcnt tr0os. 
Far onouf;h bacl-: from tho main road not to be crowded, close 
onour;h to soc the traffic from tho porches, and to be soon as to 
white tovrors, and imposing drive-way. 

And hero is where Yfashington--lfogro Wo.shington--c )mos to 
relax and to play, and to oat good dinners, and bask in rural 
beauty, plus comfort and content. For Hrs. Anozocn Fla[;g, the 
hostess, has n cood chef, and Washington proclaims tho fo.ct in 
loud, clear toncs, the while it fills the lowvr rooms, now trans­
formed into autUillll bowers, or smokes contontedly on tho upper 
and lower porches, or w swings u golf club over the course. 

Thus tho National Country Club--·- dolit;htful plo.co to rest 
and to pl~y; to moot one's friends, to entertain perhaps. Thero 
arc othors in other communitios. But not onour;h. We n0c.:d to 
loo.rn how to relax gracefully in tho interims of our strvnuous 
vocation of :rru:,king a livinc, 2.nd still more vxha.ustint,; avoc' tion 
of daily solvin6 tho race problem. 
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SUSPECT:_;D OF STEtLING ~)25 , 000 WORTH OF GOODS 
Shreveport , La. ., Jo.n. (By Tho r.ssocio.ted Negro Pross) 

Leroy Yfolls o.nd George K0mp o.rrostod in this city on suspicion 
of ho.ving stolon twenty- five thousand dollars vrorth of furs , sil­
vorvro.ro o.nd other morchandiso from homos in Oklo.homo. were re ­
turned to the o.uthoritios of that sto.te . It is so.id thn.t Wells, 
followi ng his deliver y to Oklo.homn City police officers vms 
turned over to tho police o.t 8t . Joseph, Missouri , where ho is 
o.wo.iting trio.I on CL $100 , 000 bo.nk robber~y co.so . • • 8 •• 

108- YElill OLD MAN DIES 
M(rnon , Miss ., Jan. (By Tho Associated Negro Press) 

Merrick Goodwin , snid to beano hundred o.nd eight years old , is 
doad . His wife o.bout one hundred yea.r s old survives him • 

LITTLE R,"'\:CURSIONS WEEK BY Yv1DEI{ 
By Alice Dunbar- Nelson 

(For Tho Associated Negro Pross) 

• • 8 •• 

I stood in tho arctic streets , with tons of thousands 
of others , and shivered as the icy b1u.sts blow down my neck. So 
did everyone else shiver , but overyono stood and watched . It 
was New Year ' s Day , tho big day of tho year in Philadelphia. Tho 
day looked forvmrd to for 364 days by many of tho South Philadel­
phians . Tho day of tho world fo.mous Mummers ' Parade . 

Over twenty thou.sand men in lino . Fantastic capos , ta­
king a score of men to support a.round tho central figure . Fan­
tastic headdresses , toviCring like sky scro_pers in tho air . All 
conforming to a classic pattern of roses and gold and ermine 
kingly robes . String bands in costumes varying from tho modievD: 
troubadours and Chinese Romeos to bln.ck- fa :, od minstrels; satire , 
plenty of it; wit ; gorgeous femo.lo impersonators , defying pneu­
monia in tho almost zero winds , as they minced o.long in evening 
garb; even children aping their fathers in their imitation cos ­
tumes ; floats depicting Gargantuan on,joymcnt of tho events of 
tho yoo..r ; plenty of Lindys ; tho Gridiron Club boat at its ovm 
game; more marching clubs with monstrous capos , struggling in th . 
winds as they rounded the corner of City Ho.11 ; twenty thousand 
strong , marching , marching , for tho prizes . A groat national 
fun- making institution ; a sight to travel miles to soc , and to 
stand shivering or sit shivering for hours to appbnud . 

1md a.11 stn.rtod fro~ a fow fun- IDQking lads lon~ ago , 
who masked and trotted about payil:;; Now Year calls , /';uthcring U:'.7' 
a po.rado o.s they wont . And now ono of the shows of tho vrorld . 

And I vrnndorod as we boat our hands o.nd foot togothor t o 
koop wo.rm , marking time to the oorio sweet music of tho hundreds 
of violin::i and m::mdolins and guit:1rs trotting by us in the conf , ';­
ti laden air , I vrond0rod v,hy it is with all his native tn.lont fo::­
mimicry and po.goo.ntry and humor that tho Noe;ro somowhoro has not 
invented a carnival of his ovm , and not simply taken a roady Il1':.c1c 

one from some white man. The bost that vro co.n do is to have frr -
tcrnal parades ; Elks pare.dos , like tho whi to Elks , o.nd Mo.sonic r. -
rados like tho vrhito Masons , and Odd Follow po.ro.dos , like tho 
whi to Odd Follovrn , nnd Knights of Pythias , like any other whi to 
organization. But out of o.11 tho tradition::,,l lightness and merr ­
iment v.rith which -we arc credited , there has not como ono rcwio.l 
contribution to tho gc.ycty of nations that mc,y become a pcrmano~·t 
institution oithor for tho country or for ourselves . · Cc.mp men':­
ings and rcvivals-- imitations of tho white article . We must be :· 
very sober race , c.ftor all . Or ho_vo vm been so busy porfcctinc; 
tho subtle art of flattery , v,hich Mr . Schuyler says is our gror_-'-;-

. est gift to the notion , tho_t we have loft nothing whoro-,rith to 
express our individuality? Somowhorc in some obscur e ha.:rnlct , 
perhaps , is gorminn.ting tho seed of a spontaneous outburst o.mone; 
our ovm which vrill make for an immortal contribution to tho holi ­
do.ys of tho country. 
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