





































































































































































































































































































































































































LITTLE EXCURSIONS WEEK BY WEEK
By Alicc Dunbar Neclson
(For The Associated Nogro Press)

Whon a nation, a racc, a community, or an individual gets
to the point whore it has time to play, you know that it is a
sign of progrcsse For play in the adult is cvidence of work fin-
ished, lcisure, culturc, So whon we rcad horc and therc that
the Negro is beginning to take his leisurc scriously, and sct
himsclf up country clubs, golf courscs, in addition to his ten=-
nis tournamecnts, foot~ball matches, professional basc ball clubs
and tho likc, wo fecl that he is taking on culturc and leisure,
expanding, as it wero,

All this ancnt the National Country Club, which is not in
Washington, De C., nor yet in Baltimorc, but in Maryland, on the
main high road, exactly midway botween the two citics, on the B,
and O, Railroad, Twenty-seven acreos of lovely woodland, hill-
side, and tiny wvalley, gurgling rivulct, ninc-hole golf course,
”rcat Gecorgian housc, gracious sweep of lawn, magnificcnt trcees,
Far cnough back from the main road not to be crowded, close
onough to scc the traffic from the porchos, and to be scen as to
white towcers, and imposing drive-waye

And herc is where Washington--Negro Washington--comes %o
rclax and to play, and to eat good dinners, and bask in rural
beauty, plus comfort and content, For Mrs, Anozecn Pla”g, the
hostess, has a good chef, and Washington proclaims the fact in
loud, clepar tones, the while it fllls the lowcr rooms, now transe=
formed into autumn bowers, or smokes contenficdly on the upper
and lowor porchcs, or w swings a golf club over the courscs

Thus thc National Country Club=-: delightful placc to reost
and to play; to meet onets fricmds, to cntertain pernar |
are others in other communitics. Byt not cnough. We nced
learn how to rclax graccfully in thc interims of our strenuous
vocation of meking a living, and still morc exhausting avocation
of daily solving the race problom.

!







“10=

SUSPECTEZD OF STEALING 425,000 WORTH OF GOODS

Shreveport, La., Jan, (By The issociated Negro Press)
Leroy Wells and George Kemp arrosted in this city on suspicion
of having stolen twenty-five thousand dollars worth of furs, sil-
verwarc and other merchandisc from homes in Oklahoma were re~
turned to the authorities of that states It is said that Wells,
following his delivery to Oklahoma City police officers was
turned over to the police at 8t. Joscph, Missouri, where he is
awoiting trial on a $100,000 bank robbersy casec, ee8ee

108-YEAR OLD MAN DIES
Macon, Miss,, Jan, (By The Associated Negro Press)
Merrick Goodwin, said to be onc hundred and cight years old, is
deade His wifc about onc hundred years old survives him,

COSO.

LITTLE EXCURSIONS WEEK BY 1
By Alicec Dunbar-Nelson
(For The Associated Negro Press)

I stood in the arctic strecets, with tens of thousands
of others, and shivered as the icy blasts blew down my neck. So
did everyone else shiver, but everyonc stood and watcheds It
was New Ycar's Day, thc big day of the ycar in Philadelphias. Tho
day looked forward to for 364 days by many of the South Philadel=-
phians, The day of the world fomous Mummers' Parade.

Over twenty thousand men in linces Fantastic capes, ta-
king a scorc of men to support around the central figurc, Fan-
tastic headdressos, towering like sky scrapers in the air, All
conforming to a classic pattern of roses and gold and erminc
kingly robeses String bands in costumcs varying from the medieve!
troubadours and Chinesc Romcos to black-fascd minstrels; satirc,
plenty of it; wit; gorgeous female impersonators, defying pneu-
monia in thec almost zcro winds, as they minced along in cvening
garb; cvon children aping their fathers in their imitetion cos=
tumes; floats depicting Gargantuan cenjoyment of the cevents of
the yecar; plenty of Lindys; the Gridiron Club beat at its own
gamec; morc marching clubs with monstrous capcs, struggling in tl
winds as they rounded the corner of City Hall; twenty thousand
strong, marching, marching, for the prizes, A grcat national
fun-making institution; a sight to travel miles to scec, and to
stand shivering or sit shivering for hours to appbdaud.

And all started from o few fun-making lads long ago,
who masked and trotted about paying New Ycar calls, gathcering un
a paradc as. they went. And now onc of the shows of the world.

And T wondered as we becat our hands and feet together t«
keep warm,marking timc to the eeric swecet music of the hundreds
of violins and mondolins and guitars trotting by us in the confc -
ti laden air, I wondered why it is with all ‘his native talent for
mimicry and pegcantry and humor that the Negro somewhcre has not
invented a carnival of his own, and not simply taken a rcady mad:
onc from somc whitc mon, Thc best that we can do is to have fr:-
tornal paradcs; Elks parades, like the whitc Elks, and Masonic 1
rades like the white Masons, and 0dd Fcllow paradecs, like the
whitc Odd Fellows, and Knights of Pythias, like any other white
organizations, But out of all the traditional lightness and morr
iment with which we arc crcdited, therce has not come onc racial
contribution to the gaycty of nations that mey become a pormancrt
institution cither for the country or for ourselves, Camp mec!
ings and revivals--imitations of the white article. We must
very sober raco, ofter all, Or have we becen so busy perfecting
the subtle art of flattery, which My, Schuyler says is our groch

. est gift to the nation, that we have lcft nothing wherewith to
cxpress our individuality? Somewherc in some obscurc hamlet,
perhaps, is germinating the secd of a spontancous outburst among
our own which will make for an immortal contribution to the holi-
days of thc country.
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