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Messersmith

World, Asserts

‘Must Champion Democraey To
Halt Dictatorships, He
Tells Albright Grads

53

A world afflicted with"a “Breakdown of international morality™ was
_pictured today by George S. Messersmith, native of Berks, and Assistant
Secretary of State, as reésponding to the tremendous influence of the
United States as a “champion:.of democracy.”

Speaking at the 80th: annual commencement exercises of Albright
College, where later he receéived an honorary degree of doctor of laws,
Messersmith ‘inveighed agaifist the spread of dictatorships and rise of
totalitarian states. A

“It is well for us to realize,” he declared, “whether or not we wish
it to be so or liketo have it so, the United States can speak today among
the nations with a weight of authority which is perhaps not equaled by
that of any other country.

“The responsibility which rests
upon this dountry is great, for
whether we wish it or not, and no
matter how much we may endeavor
to avoid it, what we say and do in
these troubled times will influence
to ‘a considerable degree the poli-
{ cies of other mations.”

Isolation. Policy ‘Futile’

Declaring ﬂ{“‘f]ﬁ would be futile
to attempt & policy of isolation,
Messersmith added:

“While we Have not wished to
assume that role, it has become a
part of this® country’s task to be
one of the principal champions of
the principles of demoeratic govern-
ment. The world is faced by a
situation in which certain totali-
tarian states are determined to
{force their ideologies on other parts
‘of the world. They have definitely
{‘proclaimed their faith in force as an
instrument of acquisition and
achievement rather than of defense
and security.

“We have seen one country after
another fall under their domination
through their use or threat of use
of aggressive force, We know that
this domination means no longer
purely political demination, such as |
conquests so largely meant in the,l
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past, but that it means an inexor-
able forcing upon victimized peo-
ples of ideas alien to théir tradi-
tions. It means the foreible emi-
aration of peoples; it means the: de-
struction oﬁ"human ties; ‘it aneéans
confiscation of private and public
property.”{ b
Messersmith devotéd a large por-!
! tion of his talk to the activities and'
of the State Department

worki

aty Washinztefiiad. abgoad .and said, |
, nbserval‘_imis’s::)eréﬂﬁged

I'tip “with) more’ {han 25 years' ex-

Fperience in the, diplomaitic “service.

|79 ) u. s, Aims forsPeace
“1 believe that 1'a

| asking you

with a kno C

I affirm that thej

|our government Hs based -squarely

on the principles of maintdining the

Y

warranied in |

| peace and security of our country’
|and using our country’s influence |
'towards the mainfenance of peace:

.and prevalence of security 45 Jworld
conditions,? he declared.
Speaking of dictatorships® 2hd to-
talitarian states, Messeérsmith atdded
that “there are abroad in the world,
forces, fundamental and elemental,
if you wish, which are making for
destruction of all that is finést in
the civilization evolved through so
many centuries of painful and costly
_experience and effort” ..~ X.
“There are nations which, for
purposes of pdlicy,” he' continued,
“have reverted to foreg,, aecompa-

nied by intimidation, coercion; per-’

version ‘of truth and, in general,
practices which. we had believed

far behind us as diseredited meth-,

| ods of the darker ages of the his-
tory of mankind. Propaganda ma-
chines, using every means of mod-

ern: communication, and reaching'

out.into every: part of the ‘world,
have been set up, and fact and fruth

are being cleverly and subtly dis-
torted to persuade, to convince or to
compel. :
Liberfies Suppressed
“Under various_.;p‘reé_e:’cts, the sow-
| ereignty of peoples: is destroyed,
ithm.r political ‘libgrties suppressed,
| their material property sequestrated,’
| and pyhsical indignities and mental
| tortures and persecution inflicted.
| The mailed fist is to displace well-
founded right at the conference
tables and.in relationships between
hstatgs. Even within their own boun- |
ldaries men who ‘have arrogated to
themselves diétatorial powers aim
at the enslavement of the will and
1he conscience as well as of the
!wes of their own people, proclaim=-
ing that might is greater than right
t_hat food is less important t‘hany
jfirearms. Such are the realifies in
this grim world ‘of today, and'it ‘is
in_the presence of such situations




that the foreign policy of our gov- |

ernnient has to be shaped and our
¢relations with other states con-
ducted.”

Messersmith challenged critics of

‘the present.. adminiStration who |

claim it “does not ha#jé a well-de-
fined foreign polit}%.,ﬁfa' He declared

the government aimed:at maintain- |
ing friendly. and péaceful relations |
with all ecountries through a_fecog- |

nition “by. all states of the sfull

. savereignty and rights of othéfs." '

" He said the present government be-

lieves in’ refraining from interfer- |

ence in internal affairs of other
gtates and the keeping open the
avenues of trade.

| No Change In Policy

“There has been no ¢hange in our
policy—which remaing that of safe-
guarding this country’'s peacé and
security, not only for today, but
| for.tomorrow as well,” he said. “No
foreign policy is sound which does
not. envisage both the problems of
today and the problems of tomor-

{rows | In order to maintain these
t‘principlos, it has been found ess
4sential, as cardinal elements of our
policy, to retain at all times this

country’s liberty of action, to main-"
| tain our defense strength always at:

| such ‘a standard ' as to 'be able to
| repel attack from whatever source
| it might arise, and to be prepared
to play our full part in.cooperating
with the other American republics
| in keeping the Western Hemisphere
| free from any form of aggression.
Any government which would neg-
lect to do these things with the
{ knowledge that we now have of
| developments elsewhere would be
failing utterly in a primary duty
to -its “m;pl(‘,”

The speaker declared that there
was nothing “mysterious or secret”
in the conduct of the United States’
| foreign affairs. The active partici-
| pation of the public ‘Im “govern-
| ment, he said, led to the establish-

'\ment of a system of international
| law which had general acceptance.
Growth of Dictators

“In recent years, under the pre-
text of correcting so-called wrongs,
individuals in several great coun-
tris have set themselves up . as
arbiters of the fates of their peos

| ples,” he continued. “These indi-
viduals arrogate to themselves the
| right not only to regulate the lives
| of thae#r peoples to the smallest de-
gree, but to force other peoples to

| accept their sovereignty and their |

| political, social and economic
| jdeology.

“It is this reversion in the Jast

| down of international morality that |
t'is ‘bringing states in a status in

by a few ceuntries to

‘pl':l(‘l\(‘x‘.t in internal ‘and external |
| policy which we had believed dis- |

carded which has led to the break- |

their relationships;.in which the |
threat of war is Gonstantly oh the |
horizon and more than one part |
of the world is becoming an armed
camp. .i:¢. As a comsequence, in
this period of history, when we 40
much wish 10 believe that reasomn.
and moralitys eontrol to a greaier
degree than ever before, brute foreg'

‘has again shown itself nakedly and
Fhas, " become | operative—with , the

disastrous conseguences which we;
have recently witnessed. Fear, dis-

{ trust, ‘force and 'all the miserable
consequences growing out of them
are factors which we have to deal in

international = relationships today.”

Messersmith = pointed out that
while the State Department is one
of the most important branches in|

i government today, it is “the small- |
i est and least expensive to operate.”

No Secrecy

He added that there is “no more |
secrecy about the conduct of the|
relations between the United States |
and ether countries than there is in
the relationships between individ- |

uals ‘or groups in any one of the |

thousands of small towns in this
country.”

The foreign service. which he de-
scribed as the “hands and feet of

the department, eyes and ears of |

the department,” has ambassadors,
ministers ‘and other officials in.57
capitals and 253 strategic centers in
all parts of the world.

“The forecign service of our gov-
ernment is not excelled by that of
any other country,” he declared.
“Placed on a career basis in 1906,

| the diplomatic and consular services.
were amalgamated into one service
in 1924, We are now in the process.
under the reorganization act of 1939,
of consolidating the foreign services
of the departments of commerce and
agriculture with that of state, giving
us for the first time a single foreign
service for the handling of our offi-
cial contacts with eother ‘states, It
should be a source of great satisfac-
tion to every one of us that in these
| times the department which is in a
| very real sense the first line of de-
| fense of our people is in the hands
| of competent leaders and expert col-
f laborators.”

salf-defense and to “so. serve the

cause of justice.” 2
“Between those who believe this

| way and those who believe other-

| wise,” he'said, “there lies today the

real, great*world issue.”

H» praised the Hull reciprocal}
trade treafies as “based on sound:
| prineiples” and added that “it is
tragie. that becausgthis program
| 'does ot work miragles in a world
|in which miracles no: longer occur,
| selfish intereststin this country are
beginning to aftack it in insidious
ways. The faet remains that we
are making this definite, construc-
tive contribution to the maintentince
of that peacé which we covet for
411 ‘and to the “économie stability
which must be the basis of *hat
peace.” .

e ériod of Transition’

i L),

Speakvihg'fdii'éb‘i}y to the gradu-
ates, Messersmith pointed out that
“we ‘are now in a period of {ransi-
tion with all that such periods in-
ivolved.” :

! «Great changes dre taking-place
in our social structure.” he. said.
“We are accommodating ourselves
to ideas which, while not new in
our philosophy of life, are coming
't fruition with astonishing rapidity. |
This transition is mere setious for |
us because changes“come so fast |
and readjustments have 1o be made
| so rapidly. All at once We found
| ourselves obliged to face: in a te-
1a]isﬁ(.‘ way the precarious situation :
“|of several millionsyof our popula-
|tion. At the same fime witR the
| comiing upon us jofi these internal
I;pmblems, we have had to fa® the:
]no\\' external situation in  which
| there are such serious implications
| for the future. Inisgveral parts of




| the world we find the fundamental
lideas in which we built our na-
|

tional life definitely threatened. We
know that the threat o our own
way of living is coming closer.q We

know that, strong as we are,J’we'

cannot hope 1@ ' maintain. our oewn
| way of life unchanged in a world

in a large part of which other ideas
prevail.”

Must Consider External Factors

“There is no one who should doubt
that we can solve our internal prob-
lems, but we should understand
that these problems are definitely

-+, influenced by external factors,
which we must consider. In order
to uphold here a way of life which
| is disappearing, or has disappeared,
in some other parts of the world,
{ we shall have to make, both in the
‘rcﬁ'ul:tting of our domestic prob-
[lems and in the g¢onducting of our
foreign relations, definite "efforts
which will require wisdom and
courage,  We live in a world of
which we are a part, and from
which we cannot separate ourselves.
We haye there tasks which call for
| united /and intensive  effort. tasks
which Wwe must make it our busi-
| ness fo Understand, tasks which we
must’ perform—in the . struggle to
| maintain'ghe way of life to which
four forefathers committed - this
country and which we all cherish.”

U. S. Strongest Country

Messersmith asserted that, .bv
virtue of its geographical posli'lon
and vast resources, the » United
States was “the strongest country
in the world.” :

«But”’ he added, “a policy of isc-
{1ation for the United States would
be in no means realistic and for
any policy based on the \hought
that such isolation ecould be main-
| tained would lead us intro troubled
| waters.”

Drawing a distinction between
| force “rightly conceived and appro-
priately employed,” and force as an
instrument of conquest, ~Messer-
| smith aserted “most nations” pe-
{ lieve in the use of arms only for
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‘ ‘Dignitaries at Albright Gra(llgaftlon. Al

George Strausser Messersmith (left), Asﬁistgnt Secretary of State
of the United States government, and Bri BN Master;,. res nt
of Albright College, are caught by the camera. as they swqw
the administration building for the commencement procgssf{m- %&
colleze campus today. ' Dr.iMasiers presented MeSsersmith, wh Va5
bnrn. in Bernville, with thé honorary degree of doctor of laws. !




