Mareh 26, 1953

Personal

Dear John:

I am sending you herewith a letter inviting you to
become a member of the Board of liexlight. This may seem
a little presumptious, as I know that you will have many
occupations, but ever since you left the Treasury, where
you rendered such extraordinary service for our country,
it has been my hope and that of other members of the
Board that you would be able to join us on the Board,

One of the oldest members of the Board passed away very
recently, which leaves a vacancy and lean only tell you
that those of my colleagues with whom I have discussed
this matter have been very much pleased at the suggestion
and we all hope very much that you will be able to accept,

The Board meetings are held 1n Toronto but in many
cases it 1s possible for the members of the Board residing
in Toronto or close by to take action on routine mstters,
but there are several meetings during the ysar when matters
of greater importance are discussed and decided and when
as full an attendance as possible is desirable, I think
I eould assure you therefore that the burdens on you as a
member of the Board would not be too heavy.

I have very much in mind that because of your ex-
perience and background and because of your broad know=
ledge of ocur country and of Mexlco, it would be possible
for you to render some speclal service for the company
completely aside from serving as a Jlrector of the company,
and for which there would of course have to be compensa=-
tion, I am merely advancing this in a personal way at
this time es I would wish to discuss it with you if you
find that 1t is possible to accept membership on the Board,
My trips north are less [requent now than in the past, but
I am in New York from time to time and I am sure that we
could find an opportunity to see each other there in the
not distant future when we could have a talk on the af-
fairs of the company.,

I have been wanting to write you ever since you
left the Treasury but unfortunately I had rather a strange
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-

illness immedlately after Christmas which thsy call a
hernia of the esophagus and it kept me in bed for some
weeka and I am still on a very strict diet, I am glsd to
say, however, that I am feeling completely fit again,

It has, however, together with my rather burdensome occu=-
pations.here with the company, kept me from doing a number
of thinzgs I should have liked to do, including some per-
sonal correspondence and among thls above all a letter to
you., I think I need not tell you how much I treasure our
friendshlp and what respect 1 have for your capacity and
what admiratien I have for the service which you rendered
our country €uring the many years you served as Secretary
of Treasury., I know that many llke myself, who have been
and may in the future be visiting the Treasury, when they
see your portrait there, will have in mind that you shall
figure in the history of our govermment and in that of
the Treasury as one of our really great Cécrstaries of
Treasury.

I will not burden this letter with many things which
I should like to write you about, I hope that you had a
good holiday in the Virgin Islands where I understand you
were after your assuming your new duties, I look forward
very much to seeinz you in the near future when we may bve
able to arrange to meet conveniently somewhere, 1 do
hope that vou will find it possible to accept membership
on the Board, This is a very worthwhile company and is
one which since 1903 has been doing a great service in the
Mexican economy, and if this were nolso in spite of my
personal desires to have you as a colleague on the Board,
I would not think of asking to propose to my colleagues
that you join the Board.

Marion joins me in very good wishes to you and Mlrs,
Snyder.,

Cordially and falthfully yours,

Georgze 5. liessersmith




