
[U.S. Aim Is Peilce,J 
, Says Messersmith 
I 

Backs Foreign Policy. 
In Albright Speech 

~ 
The often criticized foreigh policy I 

of the United" States was defended 
yesterday as a policy based squarely 1· 

I on the principle of maintaining 
'I peace and security here and abroad, , 
by George S. Messersmith, a native 1· 

I of Fleetwood, who climbed th.e dip- I 
11 lomatic ladder to the post of an as­

sistant secretary of state. 
Messersmith offered his de­

fense of the nation's foreign 
policy at the eightieth annual 
commencement exercises of Al­
bright College in which he 
visioned the United States as a 
champion of democracy in a 
world "fared by a situation in 
which certain totalitarian states 
are determined to force their 
ideologies on other parts of the 
world." 
During thP exercises, held on the 

campus of the college, the degree• 
of doctor of laws was conferred 011, 

the cfiplomat by Dr. "Hany V. M~s­
tPrs, president of Albright, w_1t11 
DPan George W. WalLon prPsentrng 
the citation. 

Referring to tile criticism directed 
ll~·ainst the foreign relations of the 
lT11ited States, Messcr,1111tl1 deelareJ 
U,at often youth is of the oprnwn 
"\.hat comparatively older Jllen i:re 
i:Jrnwing about a silm1,tio11 by wlrn:11 
o11r country may become f:11:olved 111 
war, and that in war, 1f 1t c:a111P,, 
the younger gcnl'rnLion would b<> \ 
sacrificed in consrq1H•11e1~ o~, Uw 
ineptitude of these olclcr mr·n. 

Basic 1'ri11ri1>l .. s •1 

"I believe I run warranted in :1':1-:­
ing you to believe \.11:tL 1 sµ,•alc w1Lh 
a knowledge or the lacl.s '-'lw11 l at- J 

firm that Lhe foreiµ;n polic1 or 0111 
government is \Jased ,i;qu,u,,Jy ml 1 

the principles ot urniuta,11!11~ _tU<', 
peace ~.Ultl S('CllriLY or_. ~);ii', c_·rnlllt 1:"' I 
and using o11r co1mL1y:; mtlti,-.nc<' 
towards the 11ia111ti"1Jance at (Jf:u,e 1 
and prevalence of sPc11rity a.~ world I 
conditious," l,e ckrlci re~. _ I 

''There i~ one iudisp111.,b1e faci \ 
\Yhicll wti must n•co~111·1.e, yu,mg anJ 
oln those who are bei;im1ing and 
th_ n,_" who are approad1ing. the end I 
of )heir carecr~-tliat there are 
3 hrnad in' the world forces, funcla­
mpn l ~ l and ele111ental if you_w1sh: 
1, lv o, n rP nm kin:,\' for des I rue hon oi 
all thAt is finpst in the c1v11l)ml1?11 
ei ol•rrl through so many _ccntunes 1 
of r~ inful and costly expcncnce and 
effort. 

THE HiADING- TIIJES !:, 

Propal('and,t JHa('h111rs ' - 7' 
"There are n:dions wllich, for 1· 

purpose of. policy, ll:1n• r,,v.,rtt>d to 
force acco111pa11i,<I h:,, il1111J1idal.io11,' 
coerdon, p1·n•n::in11 ul t n1111 arnJ, .In 
irnnernl, pr:1f'l1Ct'S wl,,..11 WP had be­
lieved far I• l1iud 11.~ :,., cl,~crecl,1.ed 
metlH><b nr tlu' rlJrl:,·r ages of tile 
l~islorv' of rn,ml.1nJ. t·'J'opaganda 
macllilH!S (l."ng f\'Pf) U1P3l1S of mod­
ern comm11111f'a1.1 .. 11. 1.wd reaching 
out into evrrY p"1t ot 1he wmid, 
l)ave been set 11p, F<ml fact, and truth 
are _ being c1ev.,l'1_1' anti subtly cl,~­
torted to pt-l'~LlMlc, to couvlure ul' 
t0 coinpel." 

Under such rircmnstanees, he 
<0;11inuPd, ihe nalion Jms Iu1'11111• 
'c!rc1 a foreign polic,· J11'L\1gh v.ludl 
i' ;1"r111pi.s to main,.,:_, Hil'llClly "nd 
, "'.:"l11l rciations \\'ith !hi) entire 

, 0 11,1., This policy, lw explained, is 
: , '"riica ted on the be lid tllat such 
:·f''abons cim only be 1m.inlained if 
there is a recognition by all ~tales 
of the full sovereignty and rivht.s of 
otiwrs, abstaining from inLnkring­
with the affairs of, ol,Jwr 1wtio11.~. 
and keeping open tlw l'1VP11111,., or 
trade on the hasis of• eqlJ 1,'tv i.11111 

. ab&tention from rli.,,·1 llb1illttfon, 
Holds Pnllry ls Firm 

"'T11ere has bePn no rlltu, e ln om 
policy whirh remains that of safe­
guarding this country's peare and 
sec11rity, not only for today but for 
tomorrow as well," ht> continued. 
"No foreign policy is sonnd which 
does not envisage both the prob­
lems of today and the problems of 
tomorrow. In order to maintain these 
principles, it has been found e9sen­
tiil, as cardinal elements of 01~r 
1:.icy, to rrtaln at all tlme11 this 
("onntry's liberty of action, to main­
ta in our defensive s1 reuglll always 
at illCll a standard as to IJe al.Jle to 

. nnwi attack from whatever source 
it· 11111:ht arise, and to be prepared 
tc n1a.v our full part in cooperating 
1> 1th the other Anwrican republics in 
keep1n:r the Western Hemisphere 
fr,,e frorn any form of aggression, 
Any government which would neg­
lect to do these things with the 
knowledge that we now have of de­
velopments elsewhere would he fail­
ing utterly in a primary r111ty l.o iLs 
peoplP." 

Thrrf' has been a tendency of 
:;onw prople, he said, to view tl,t> 
Iornrnlation of the nation's foreii n 
poliry and relations as ~ome ID:i'­
sterious H not secret procedure when 
actually this is not so becanse of 
the democratic form of govern­
ment. On the other hand, Messer­
smit,l pointed out, dictatorships 
have reverted to "practices in in• 
ternal "'na external policy •.• which 
has led .o a breakdown of Inter• 
national morality that is bringing 
stales into a 3tatus where their re­
lationships in which the tlncaL of 
war is constantly on tile horizon 
and more than one part of the , 
world is becoming an armed camp.". --- ---· 

June 6, 1939. 

Will or tile Yt·o111e 
Because of these conditions, Mr;;­

sersmith explained, a naLion whose 
foreign policy -is de~1g11Pd to !J,. 
expres.~ive o/' the .,will of Ille j)f'OJJlt" 
is faced willl grave prnblt-ins. !Jf' 
expressed confi(tt-1,ee, I10wewr, that I 
the policy ot tlle 1Tnite<l f:latr.s w,ll 1 
continne to be rf'.sponsive to 11le 
will of the people. 

Messersmith dwelt at Iengt.h on 
an explanation of the wo1k1ng.s of 
the state department and n,.:Jarcd, 
that nuder present c!rc11m-1anres 1 
"we can count 011r 0 elves for! nna te 
that there 13 today no riuef of 
state who has a broader !lild more 
exact knowledge of what ts hap­
pening in every part of the work!, 
or greater vision of wl!a L iL mt>aus 
for u·s and our people and oilier.~ 
than President Roosevelt," By the 
same token he said, SccrcLltry ot 
State Cordell Hull has similar 
knowledge and vision. 

Commenting on the "pcrsi.<lc-nt 
tendency on the part of some V<'ry 
well-meaning groups •.. to believe 
that merely by so willing it we 
shall be able to live on a continc·ntal 
i~land in the middle of this dis­
turbed world," he pointrcl 0111. t.lia t 
a. policy of isolation for 1h11 Uni L<'<l 
States wot1ld 11ot. be rralir;lic a11d 
would lead I.he 1mtion inl.o 'll'011ll1t-·t.l 
waters." 

«rt i.~ well for ns to realize that, 
whether or not we wish !t to be so 
or like to liave lt so, t!Je Un it Pd 
States can speak today among tl1f' 
nations with a weight of anlhoritv 
which is perhaps not rqmi.llell b:1 
that of any other conntr.v. Tile rP­
sponsibility whicl1 rc;;L.~ npon this 
country is great, for whether we 
wish it or noL, and no irn1tter how 
much we may endeR1·or Lo ~void it, 
Wh.l!t we .say and do m these trouhl"d 
t®"-1! ~-m influenc,, to a consu:l.er~ 
abl~ degree the pollcies of i,t,her 
natlol"A'·' Messersm1tb §aid. ,_, 

· y 



Scenes at Alhright Commence1nent Exercises 
,:-----------------------------------------------

Marked by the presence of George Strausser Mes­
sersmith, Assistant Secretary of State of the United 
States, a natiYe son of Berks, the 1939 Albright 
College commencement exercises held today on the 
rampns were both colorful and impress·ive. On 
Messersmith was conferred the honorary deg.rel' of 
doctor of Jaws. At the top a general view o'f Hie 

speakers' stand is shown as Lewis A. Briner, high­
est ranking boy student, delivers the class oration 
before an audience of about 2,000 people. Bottom 
shows (left to right), The '.Rev. Hermanii F. Miller, 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, who rendered 
the invocation; Dean George W. Walton, and Mes­
sersmith. 



Members of the Class or 1!139 are shown above as thry were 
lndm·ted into the Albright College Alumni Association In front 
ot thf' library at I.he <'Oll<'lusion or the college's eightieth rom­
men,·l'nu·nl ,·x,•rdst, yt>st,•rday. B<'low: Grorge S. ,:\It'ssnsmith, 
naliY<" ol' ltt-,•tw,uul :uul 1u1 I\Ssistaut ,e,·r,•tary or ,tall•, Is 

l,1,1111 'ftl It'll ll 1>1. \Vil:on I. :\l1llt'1, or the ht<'lllty, 1•011frrs tht" 
honol'ary deg1,· ol dodo1· of law;; trom Alhti,tht.-1'imr~ lshff 

Plu,1o; t 


